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THE 

EPISTLE DEDICATORY 

A '"'X Mr ? •,' tpfill 

■# TO 

The EARL BATHURST. 


My Lord, 

If I were not fully apprized of Your Lordfhip’s contempt for that 
fervile and adulatory dyle, in which patr6ns of eminent rank are too 
frequently addrefled; yet my own habits and fentiments would fuffi- 
ciently fecure You from the uneafinefs, which panegyrick mod fenfibly 
gives to thofe who mod highly deferve it; nor lhould I indeed have 
been ambitious of obtaining any protection for the following work, 
which mud fucceed or fail by its own worth or demerit, and cannot be 
fupported by the fplendour of a name, if the obligations, which Your 
Lordihip has conferred on me, were not of fuch a kind, as to call aloud 
for the mod open and the warmed acknowledgement. 

' / pg|$fc *]•■* f ^ Xa fj' v 

On fuch an occafion, it might perhaps be pardonable to deviate a 
little from my former principles, and to delineate Your Lorddiip’s cha- 
rader in jud, yet glowing, colours; efpecially as my own certain and 
perfonal knowledge of it has given me the power of drawing it to the 
life; and, if one of two groundlefs imputations mud neceflarily be in¬ 
curred, I fhould prefer the fufpicion of being a flatterer to the charge 
of being ungrateful; but I mud not forget that it is Yourfelf, whom I 

am 
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EPISTLE DEDICATORY. 


am addrefling, and I could not write to You withpleafure what I knew 
You would read with pain. 

I check myfelf, therefore, my Lord, wjth reludtance, and abilain from 
thofe topicks, to which the overflowing of my zeal would naturally im- 
pell me,* but I cannot let flip this opportunity of informing^!*! publick, 
who have hitherto indulgently approved and encouraged my labours, 
that, although I have received many fignal marks of friendship from a 
number of illuflrious perfons, to whole favours I can never proportion 
my thanks, yet Your Lordfhip has been my greateft, my only, Bene- 
fa&or; that, without any folicitation, or even requeft on my part. You 
gave me a fubflantial and permanent token of regard, which You ren¬ 
dered ftill more valuable by Your obliging manner of giving it, and 
vvhich has been literally the foie fruit Tiat I have gathered from an in- 
ceflant courfe of very painful toil; that Your kind intentions extended 
to a larger field; and that You had even determined to reward me in a 
manner the moll agreeable both to nay inclinations and to the nature of 
my Studies, if an event, which, as it procured an accefiion to Your hap- 
pinefs, could not but conduce to mine, had not prevented the full effects 
of Your kindnefs. 

It might here become me to fupprefs, what I cannot however per- 
fuade myfelf to conceal, that Your Lordfhip was pleafed to aflign the 
mofl flattering reafons for Your intention, and to declare that You de~ 
fired my promotion both for my own fake, and for that of the publick; 
the firfl of which motives I aferibe to Your candoqr and the goodnefs 
of Your heart; the fecond, which I am wholly unconfcious of deferving, 
I can impute only to Your lingular benignity and indulgence. 

As a oenefit intended is the fame in my opinion with a benefit 
conferred, my obligation to \our Lordfhip is perfectly equal; and this 

fentiment, 




EPISTLE DEDICATORY. 


5 


fentiment, I entreat You to believe, no change of lituation can alter, no 
length of time can obliterate. I had a friend, my Lord, who knew 
my gratitude for the former inftance of Your kindnels; and He indeed 
was entitled to fome (hare of it, as it was He, who procured me the 
honour of being known to Your Lordfhip : with Your late favours, un¬ 
happily for me, and unhappily for all who were connected with him, 
he did not live to be acquainted. 


r Lordfhip perceives that I fpeak of Sir JAMES PORTER; 
whom You alfo called your friend, and by whom You were mod: truly 
efteemed and refpeCted. He was a man, whofe focial virtues were fo 
tranfcendent, that his life was lpent in perpetual exertions of them, and 
not a day of it elapfed without fome intention lincerely exprefled, or 
fome aCt zealoufly performed, for the pleafure or advantage of another; 
nor were his talents inferiour to his benevolence; for, during his embafly 
at CONSTANTINOPLE, where he gained a perfect acquaintance with 
the manners of the extraordinary people among whom he redded, his 
addrefs and activity were fo properly exerted, that the interefts of out- 
mercantile body were never better fecured, nor the honour of our 
nation better fupported. Of ufeful, as well as ornamental, knowledge, 
both in literature and lcience, he had confiderably a greater portion than 
is ufually poffeffed by men of the world ; and, while he was effectually 
ferving his country as a miniiter, he juftly acquired the reputation of a 
fcholar. One part of his character was no lefs amiable than uncom¬ 
mon : fo totally free was he from envy, the vice of little fouls, that he 
was always eager to encourage the appearance of literary merit, where- 
ever it could be found; and, if any perfon had cultivated a particular 
branch of leading more affiduoufly than himfelf, he took a real plea¬ 
fure in receiving information, and, what was itill more rare at his age, 
in renouncing ancient prejudices, and retraCting opinions which he 
allowed to have been precipitately formed. 

But 



But it is needlefs to expatiate on his exce 
known to Your Lordfhip, as well as to many o 
and I need only add, that his well fpent life would have been 
happy, if it. had lajfled until he had feen You retire with dignity from 
the high office which You fo long filled with honour, and had been wit- 
nefs of the fplendid tranquillity which you now enjoy. 




The nature and fcope of the following work, which I had before im¬ 
parted to Him, I took the liberty of explaining alfo to Your Lordfhip; 
and, if the execution of it were conformable to the defign, I might flat¬ 
ter myfelf, that it would obtain your approbation: it has antiquity at 
leaf! to recommend it; and, whatever opinion Your Lordfhip may juftly 
entertain concerning the general utility of minute philological refearches, 
yet You will be convinced, that ancient literature, properly directed, 
may be applied to many ufeful purpofes beyond thofe intended at the 
fchool or the college. 

Among other things. You will remark with fatisfadion, that, how 
much foever the old dates of Greece might have furpafled us in the 
productions of art and genius, yet the adminiftration of juflice, on which 
our common fecurity depends, now flows in a purer ftream at Wefl- 
minfter, than formerly at ATHENS; for the Archon fat in a tribunal, 
where every cafe was generally decided by a kind of political law, to 
which no precedents were applied, and from which no rules were de¬ 
duced; whereas Your Lordfhip prefided in a court, where the great 
boundaries of property are not only diftind and vifible, but irrevocably 
fixed, where nothing is vague or precarious, nothing left to difcretionary 
interpretation, but where Your predeceflbrs wifely eftablifked, and Your 
Lordfhip nobly maintained, a beautiful fyftem of liberal jurifprudence, 
which, while it fecures many important rights of our countrymen, con¬ 
tributes to the glory of our country itfelf by at trading the admiration of 
all mankind. 


The 
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The laws of ENGLAND are the proper Study of Englishmen; but 
they always Shine with greater luftre, when they are compared with 
thofe of other nations; and, as Your Nob|e Father constantly admired 
the eloquence of Demofthenes, fo I am perfuaded that Your Lord- 
Ship will not be difpleafed with the fpeeches of an orator, whom 
Demofthenes himfelf both admired and imitated: if I Should not be 
deceived in this expectation, I Shall gain a Sufficient reward for my 
trouble in translating him, and Shall feel Your LordShip’s approbation of 
my pafled, to be the Strongest incentive to future, labours. 

I am, my Lord, * 

with unfeigned refpeCt, 

Your LordShip’s 

moft obliged and 
# moft grateful fervant. 


# 


WILLIAM JONES. 
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There is no branch of learning, from which a Student of the law 
may receive a more rational pleafure, or which feems more likely to 
prevent his being diSgufted with the dry elements of a very complicated 
fcience, than the hiftory of the rules and ordinances by which nations, 
eminent for wifdom and illustrious in arts, have regulated their civil 
polity: nor is this the only fruit that he may expert to reap from a gene¬ 
ral knowledge of foreign laws both ancient and modern; for, whilft he 
indulges tire liberal cunofity of a fcholar in examining the cuftoms and 
institutions of men, whole works have yielded him the higheft delight, 
and whofe actions have raifed Iris admiration, he will feel the fatisfac- 
tion of a patriot in obferving the preference due in moll instances to the 
laws of his own country above thofe of all other Rates ; or, if his juft 
profpefts in life give him hopes of becoming a legislator, he may coi¬ 
led many uSeful hints, for the improvement even of that fabrick which 
his anceftors have ereded with infinite exertions of virtue and genius, 
but which, like all human fyfteins, will ever advance nearer to perfec¬ 
tion and ever fall Short of it. In the courle of hie enquiries he will con¬ 
stantly obferve a ftriking uniformity among all nations, whatever feas or 
mountains may feparate them, or how many ages foever may have 
elapfed between the periods of their exiftence, in thole great and funda¬ 
mental principles, which, being clearly deduced from natural reafon, are 
equally diffufed over all mankind, and are not fubjed to alteration by 
vol. iv. c any 
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any change of place or time; nor will he fail to remark as firiking a 
diverfity in thofe laws, which, proceeding merely from pofifive infiitu- 
tion, are confequently as various as the wills and fancies of thofe who 
enadt them : fuch, among a thoufand, are the rules by which the poflef- 
fions of a perfon deceafed, whether folid and permanent, or incorporeal 
and fludhiating, ar% tranfmitted to his heirs or fucceffors, and which 
could never have been fo capricioufiy diverfified, if they had been found¬ 
ed on pure reafon, inftead of being left to the difcretion of every fociety, 
for whole convenience they are calculated. 

Sir MATTHEW HALE, to whofe learning and diligence the pre- 
fent age is no lefs indebted than his contemporaries were to his wifdom 
and virtue, feems to have approved the Rudy which I recommend; and, 
in his Hiftory of the Common Law, has given a fummary of the rules 
which prevailed among the ancient Hebrews, Greeks, and Romans, 
concerning the- hereditary tranfmiffion of property; but, as he profefled 
to touch very Ihortly on that fubjedt, and was cdfhtented with tranfcrib- 
ing the verfion of Petit, without having recourfe to the authors by whom 
the originals are preferved and explained, his account of the Attick laws 
is remarkably fuperficial and erroneous. He complains, that the text is 
very obfcurc: it is, indeed, as he cites it, not only dark, but corrupt; 
and the fenfe, which he colle&s from'xt, is by no means perfpicuous, 
A defire of removing this obfcurity, and of fupplying a defedt, how¬ 
ever unimportant, in the work of fo great a man, firft induced me to 
renew my acquaintance, which had been for many years interrupted, 
with the Athenian orators, from whofe private fpeeches I had reafon to 
expedt the cleared: light on the fubjedt of inheritances; and I pre- 
fently recolledled one of them, whofe remains I had leen when I was a 
boy, but had been deterred, like many others, from reading them, by 
the difficulty of the forenfick terms, which occurred in almofi: every 
page. 


This 
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This was ISiEUS, a lawyer of the firfl clafs at Athens, and an advo¬ 
cate, as the ancient criticks agree, of a flrong original genius; but, as 
his works mull have been dry, if not unintelligible, to the herd of gram¬ 
marians and philologers, by whom the old monuments of Grecian learn¬ 
ing were faved from deflrudtion, they feem to have been greatly negledl- 
cdj for, out of at lead; fifty of his genuine fpeeches, which were extant 
in the ninth century, ten only remain j and thefe, as they all relate to the 
Athenian laws of hereditary and te(lamentary fucceflion, and give abun¬ 
dant fatisfadtion upon that head, I here prefent to the ftudent of our 
Englifh laws in his native language, not doubting but that they will 
yield him the fame entertainment which they have afforded me: fince, 
however, he will naturally expedt fome account of an author, with whom 
fo few are acquainted, I will endeavour, before I refume the fubjedt of 
the Attack laws, to latisfy his expectations; having firfl apprized him, 
that this ancient orator mult be carefully diflinguifhed from another of 
the fame name, who feems to have flourifhed at Rome in the reign of 
Trajan or Domitian; for he is' highly extolled in a fet epiflle by the 
younger Pliny, and incidentally by Juvenal, as a wonderfully rapid 
fpeaker, and a fketch of his life is drawn by Philoflratus, who calls him 
an Aflyrian, and adds, that in his youth he was extremely addidted to 
the pleafures of love and wine, and was remarked for the foppery of his 
chefs, but that he afterwards changed his courfe of life, and became, as 
it were, a new man; it is evident, that the declaimer, of whom they 
fpeak, had nothing in common with my author but the volubility of his 
language, and his name, which was probably aflumed, as that of Ifocrates 
alfo was taken by one of the later fophifls who wrote the irtflrudlions to 
Demonicus. 


ISAsUS, the mailer of Demoflhenes, and the true fountain of that 
eloquence which afterwards flowed with fo impetuous a flream, is by 
fome fuppofed to have been a Chalcidian, and by others, with greater 

appearance 
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appearance of probability, an Athenian: but whatever country may 
claim the honour of being his birth-place, it is certain that he was 
educated at Athens, where he became famous as a pleader of cauies 
after the clofe of the Peloponnefian war. The time of his birth may 
be nearly afeertained by reafoning from the known or fuppofed dates of 
his fpeeches; for that on the eftate of Dica-ogenes appears to have been 
delivered in the fourth year of the ninety-feventh Olympiad, or two 
thoufand one hundred and fixty-fix years ago; now it is very probable 
that he was then at lead in his twenty-feventh year; for it has been 
remarked, that both Demofthenes and Cicero began to diftinguifh 
theml'elves at that age; and Dionyfius, on a fimilar occafiofi, fuppofes 
that Dinarchus mud firft have fpoken in publick at the age of twenty- 
five or twenty-fix ; whence we may fairly conclude, that Ifasus was not 
born after the ninetieth Olympiad; and we can hardly believe that he 
was much older, fince he certainly continued to fiourilh as an advocate, 
and compofed the fpeech on the eftate of Hagnias, after the beginning 
of Philip’s reign. If this computation be juft, he could not have been 
regularly a pupil of Ifocrates, who was born in the firft year of the 
eighty-fixth Olympiad, but, according to the beft accounts, did not 
open his fchool till the archonfhip of Lyfiftratus, when Ifasus was at 
leaft in his forty-eighth year, and in the height of his reputation: it is 
not, indeed, improbable, and no more, perhaps, than this was meaned 
by Hermippus, that he might occafionally attend the lectures of fo re¬ 
nowned a mafter; but it is certain, that he took pupils himfclf at that 
very time; for Demofthenes, who was then but twelve years old, and 
who foon after deliberated on the choice of an inftru<9:or in the art of 
fpeaking, preferred him to liberates, not from any difference in the 
prices of their inftrudtions, as it is vulgarly fuppofed, but from a well- 
grounded opinion, as Plutarch juftly imagines, that the llyle and manner 
of I feus were more forcible, and better adapted to the purpofes of real 
life, than the fine polifh, elegant turns, and fweet numbers, which 

Ifocrates 
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t with, fo much refinement. This ardent and nervous 
lenes admired, he imitated alfo with fuch fuccefs, 
that in his Seventeenth year he pronounced the fpeeches now extant 
again ft his guardian Aphobus, and not long after delivered the two 
again# Onetor, which fome of the old criticks fuppofe to have been 
written, or at lea# corrected, by his mailer: we may trace, indeed, 
the manly features of the inllruCtor in thofe and leveral other compofi- 
tions of the illuftrious pupil, whole orations on publick affairs, with 
which Ifaeus never interfered, exhibit fo noble a fpecimen of true elo¬ 
quence, that the palm has been by univerfal confent given to him as the 
firll orator of Greece j yet his private fpeeches are not fuperior in force 
or beauty to thofe of his teacher, who would probably have thundered 
with equal energy in the affembly of Athenian citizens, if his temper 
and inclination had not induced him to prefer ths certain advantages of 
a very ufeful profeffion to the precarious favours which the giddy popu¬ 
lace bellow and refume at their pleafure. This, however, is no more 
than conjecture ; for even the profound antiquary and excellent critick, 
DIONYSIUS, who has left us an admirable treatife on the ftyle of 
Ifa*us, profefles a total ignorance of his life and conduct in civil affairs; 
but it is obvious, that, if he had taken any part in adminiflration, and 
harangued the people on important occalions, a man of his great capa¬ 
city and application mull loon have been diltinguifhed by his contem¬ 
poraries, and would have been mentioned with applaufe by the hiltorians 
of his country. My opinion is like wife confirmed by the titles of his 
genuine fpeeches preferved by Harpocration, Pollux, and Apoflolius, 
not one of which appears to have been delivered on any national quef- 
tionj and this may be the reafon, why moll of the ancients, who are fo 
copious in praifing the fmoothnefc of Ifocrates, the graces of Lylias, 
the founding periods of iEfchines, the dignity of Lycurgus, the united 
force and elegance of Hyperides, fay nothing of Ifaeus ; for all the others 
were eminent in publick life, or at lea# compofed orations on (ubjeCts 
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of a publick nature: thus Lyfias added to his other excellent qualities an 
ardent zeal for liberty, and raifed five hundred men at Ins own expenfe 
for the fervice of the ftate, in expelling the thirty tyrants, and reftori ng 
the popular government, which he fupported alfo by his eloquence ; and 
Ifocrates laboured fuccefsfully to unite the Greeks in a common caufe 
againft their old enemy the king of Perfia: the political condud of 
Aifchincs, Lycurgus, HyperidCs, is generally known; and, although 
Dinarchus would not perhaps have attained much celebrity by the 
ftrength of his own genius, yet he has acquired a rank among the ten 
orators of Athens by his affiduous imitation of the great man, whom he 
could not but admire, even when be impeached him : as t:o Andocides, 
his offences and misfortunes would have preferved his name, if his 
harangue on a peace with the Lacedaemonians had been loft; and, 
if Antipho had left noftpeeches in criminal cafes, yet the place, which 
Thucydides, who is thought to have been his pupil in rhetorick, has 
given him in the hiftory of the Peloponnefian war, would have rendered 
him fufficiently illuftrions ; fo that, of all the ten, Ifasus alone appears to 
have confined his talents to the narrow' limits of the bar and the com- 
pofition of forenfick arguments; which, however interefting to lawyers, 
cannot be fuppofed to attract the notice of fcholars in general fo much 
as the pompous and folemn orations on treaties and embaflies, or the 
various events of an obftinate war. After all, one cannot help won¬ 
dering, that, although Dionyfius lived in the very age of Cicero, and 
was copied almoft too clofely by Quintilian, yet the name of Ifasus 
is not particularly diftingnifhed in the rhetorical pieces of the two 
Romans: for this omiflion I can no other wife account than by aferib- 
ing it to inadvertence or to accident; and by obierving, that the fame 
of the Philippicks was fo fplendid as not only to eclipfe the reputa¬ 
tion of a mere advocate, but even to diminiih the attention due to 
the other productions of Demofthenes himfelf, whofe private fpeeches 
have been almoft as much negle&ed as thofe of his mafter. 

This 



lat I have been able to colled concerning the life of 
ISiEUS, and I now proceed to difcourfe more at large, but without pro¬ 
lixity, on his profeflional character and the dyle of his oratory, not 
meaning to anticipate the judgement of the publick on the following 
fpeeches, but intending tc (how in what estimation he was holden. by 
the Grecian criticks, and principally by the Halicarnaffian, the mod 
learned of them all; from whom, however, I (hall more than once take 
leave to dillent. 


Fird, it is hard to conceive, why Dionyfius, in the very beginning of 
his treatife,* the foie objed of which was to difplay the peculiar excel¬ 
lence of Ifaeus and the originality of his genius, (hould a (left, that he 
was chiefly illudrious for having given inftrudions to Detnodhenes: 
this is not only contradidory, but the fad itfelf is fo far from being 
true, that, if his pupil had never been born, his reputation would pro¬ 
bably have been greater, and he would have been reckoned the fird 
orator of his age, or at lead the next to Hyperides; for the judicious 
Hermogenes, whofe rhetorical trads are fortunately preferved, places 
him far above Lyfias, and below none but Demodhenes, in that mode 
of (peaking which he calls popular , and which alone feetns to be calcu¬ 
lated for real druggies in adive life, where genuine eloquence has the 
fulled room to expand herfelf in bright and natural colours. It is fur- 
prizing too, that. Ifaeus (hould all along be reprefented as the imitator of 
Lyiias by the very author who exprefsly calls him, in his account of 
Dinarchus, the inventor of his own originalJlyle: he could not, indeed, 
but admire fo fine a compofer, who was about forty years older than 
himfelf, and had long enjoyed a very flouridling reputation: he mud 
have dudied the compofitions of Lyfias, and pofiibly began with imitat¬ 
ing them* but finding them too foft and delicate for his forenfick com¬ 
bats, which required dronger nerves and hardier- features, he changed 
his courfe, and, taking nature alone for his guide, difcovered and pur- 

fued 
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fued a new fpecies of eloquence, which Demofthenes carried to fuch 
perfection, that no mortal will ever furpafs, nor perhaps equal, him, 
until the fame habits of induftry and folidity of judgement fhall be found 
united in one perfon with the fame fire of imagination and energy of 
language. One thing we muft necefiarily take to be true on the credit 
of Dionyfius j that many fpeeches of Ifajus were hardly diftinguifhable 
from thofe of Lyfias; but they might have been his earlieft productions, 
or the fubjeCts of them might have required a lofter and more fimple 
ftrain. 

The true comparifon between Lyfias and Ifasus appears l to be this: 
purity, accuracy, propriety, concifenefs, perfpicuity (in the perfect 
mixture or rather union of which Hermogenes makes the popular (tyle 
confiil), were common to both of them in an equal degree, and both 
pofiefied that roundnefs of exprefilon, to which nothing could be added, 
and from which nothing could be removed without deftroying its juft- 
nefs and fymmetryj but the orations of Lyfias had all that fweet fimpli- 
city, that exquifite grace, that clearnefs, and, as it were, tranfparency, 
which characterized the genuine Attick diCtion, and which may be more 
eafily conceived than defined, admired than imitated; for it is analo¬ 
gous to graceful nefs in motion, to melody in a feries of founds, and to 
beauty in the mod beautiful of all vifible objeCts, the human form: the 
lineaments of Ifasus were more dignified and manly, and his graces 
rather thofe of Mars than of Adonis; for Dionyfius obferves, that his 
figures were ftronger and more various, his compofition more forcible 
and impetuous, and that he furpaflfed Lyfias in ardour and vehemence, 
as much as Lyfias excelled him in fimple and natural charms. In re- 
fpeCt to the form and order of their fpeeches, there appears to have been 
infinite art in both thofe orators; but the Critick reprefents the art of 
Lyfias as more fubtile and recondite, that of If&us as more eafily dif- 
goverable: according to him there was hardly a fpeech of my author, 

which 
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which had not the appearance of being premeditated and moulded into 
a fafhion the bell adapted to the purpofe of winning the minds of the 
jurymen, and of feducing their reafon, if he could not convince it; but 
this alfo we mu(l take in great meafure upon trull, for fcarce any traces 
of this open and apparent art, with which both Ifseus and his pupil 
were reproached, are vifible to us in their compolitions, which breathe 
the fpirit of truth and jutlice, and feent to have been didated by nothing 
more than a natural animation. We may argue, however, as long as 
we pleafe: it is certain, that both Hams and Demofthenes had the repu¬ 
tation of being extremely fubtile advocates, a reputation by no means 
favourable at the bar, as it always diminiihes and frequently dellroys the 
confidence of the jury, who, through a fear of being deluded, are apt to 
fufped a fnare in every argument of fuch a fpeaker: it is no iefs certain, 
that, in this refpedl, the ancients allowed the fuperiority of Lyfias over 
all pleaders of caufes who ever exilted; for no artful arrangement ap¬ 
peared in his fpeeches, no formal divifions, no technical mode of reafon- 
ing ; but he opened his cafe with a plainnefs that captivated his audience, 
whilfl it enlightened them; fo that, if Truth, herfeif had affumed a 
human voice and form, Ihe could have ufed no other language. De- 
mollhenes and Ilseus, without having any thing forced or unnatural in 
their productions, took more pains than Lyfias in preparing the minds 
of the judges; in relating the fads which gave birth to the litigation; 
in dividing the parts of their addrefs to the court; in marshalling their 
evidence; in difpoling and enforcing their obfer vat ions; in digrefiing 
without deviation; in returning to the fubjed without abruptnefs; in 
amplifying; in aggravating; in extenuating; and, as Dionyfius fays par¬ 
ticularly of Ifieus, in attacking their adverfarics, laying clofe fiege to 
the underftandings, and ilorming the paffions, of the jury; not omit¬ 
ting any tiling that might tend to fecure the fruit of all forerifick 
labours, a verdid or judgement for their clients: for this purpofe, if the 
caufe was weak, no infinuation, no addrefs, no contrivance, was negleded 
by Ifaeus in order to fupport it; but, when he happened to have jutlice on 
vol. iv. d his 
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his fide, his method feems to have been admirable. His manner of 
opening was various, according to the great variety of caufes in which 
he was employed; fometimes he told his ftory in a natural order, with 
concifenefs and fimplicity, without preparation, without ornament, 
without any mixture of argumentation; fometimes he divided a long 
narration into feveral heads, proving each of them, as he went along; a 
method, of which he feems to have been fond, and which could not. 
but conduce to the perfpicuity of his Ipeeches: in. all cales he made 
frequent ufe of that oratorial fyllogifhi, which logicians call epichtrcma, 
where the premifes are refpe&ively proved by argument or evidence 
before the fpeaker draws his conclufion; while the enthymetna , in wnich 
one propofition is fuppreffed, appears to have been more agreeable to the 
manner of Lyfias; and Dionylius, indeed, mentions this as a Ifiong maik 
of dil'crimination between the two advocates. His other modes of aigu- 
ing, his anticipations, recapitulations, digrefions, inventions, variations, 
tranfitions, were all happily and feafonably applied in conformity to the 
difpofition of his judges, and the nature of each particular cafe; and here 
I cannot forbear adding the Iketch of a fpeech, now unfortunately loft, 
againft ARISTOGITON and ARCHIPPUS, which the illuftrious cri- 
ticlc, whom I have fo frequently cited, has given us as a fpeciinen of my 
author’s method. 


It was a caufe, in which the brother of a perfon deceafed, claim¬ 
ing a right to the fucceflion, called upon a ftranger for a difeovery and 
furrender of the perfonal eftate remaining in his hands ■. the defendant 
pleaded to the bill, that the defuntft had bequeathed his perfonalty to 
him ; and hence arofe two queftions ; firft, an ifiUe of fa<ft. Whether any 
fuch bequeft had been made or not; and, fecondly, an iftiie of law. 
Who was entitled to tire poffeffion of the goods in difpute pending a 
fuit concerning the exiftence or validity of the will. Ifasus, therefore, 
began with explaining the general do<5trine on that fubjedl, and demon- 
ftrating in particular, that a devtfee cannot legally pojfefs the property de- 
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vtfed, until his right be judicially eJlablijljed ■, a point of Athenian law, 
which the reader will find illuftrated in one or two of the following 
fpeeches: thence he parted to an invefligation of the fa£t, and contended, 
that no will at all had been made by his brother; and this he proved, 
not by a firnple and continued relation of events, but, his narration being 
necefiarily long, he diflributed it into fedtions, calling witnefies, as he 
proceeded, to each head, producing his written evidence, as occafion 
required, and corroborating the whole with a number of arguments 
drawn from all the circumftances of the caufe, which he fupported. 


i ■ ■ 


Various other examples are cited by Dionyfius from the works oi 
both orators in illuflration of his criticifm ; and they are all fo appofite, 
that I fhould be glad to entertain the Englifh reader with them, if it 
were not almoft impoflible to convey in our language an adequate no¬ 
tion of the nice dilti nation between the different originals : it is very 
portable, I hope, to give in a tranflation fome general idea of an author’s 
peculiar manner, and the call of his compofition; but it would be no 
eafy talk to find words and fentences exactly correfpondent with the 
Greek, and to pronounce that, if Lyfias and Ifaius had been Englifh- 
nien, the firfl would have feledled fuch a word or fuch a phrale on ac¬ 
count of its fimplicity, which the other would have rejected in favour 
of one more energetick and fonorous. The diverfity between them, in 
regard to the difpofition of their arguments, might, indeed, be made 
plainly difcernable in any other tongue; but, after full eonlideration, I 
refolved to fubjoin the fragments of Ifaeus, without mandating any of 
Lyfias, efpecially as mod; of his orations may now be read in Englifh, 
with no lets pleafure than advantage, by any one who ihall think proper 
to compare him with my author. Had more of their produdtions been 
preferved, we fhould have feen more clearly the propriety of the com- 
parifon with which the eritick of Halicarnaffus illuflrates his obfervations; 
for he declares his opinion, that the fpeeches of Lyfias refemble ancient 
pieces of painting in the fimplicity of their colours and the graceful cor- 

re&nefs 


reftncfs of their outlines, w] 
' are lefs ; 


ures. 



are like the more modern 
r drawn, but finifhed with bolder 
ftrokes of the pencil, decorated with a greater variety of tints, and en¬ 
livened with a ftronger oppofition of light and fhade. 
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On the whole, the orator Pytheas might have reproached Demof- 
thenes with fome reafon for having transferred into his practice and 
manner of fpeaking the artifices and iubtilty of his matter ; but Diony- 
lius himfelf may go too far, in faying that the confummate art of Ifaeus 
and his pupil made them liable to fufpicion, even when truth and equity 
were on their fide, while the plainnefs of Ifocrates and Lyfias gave even 
a bad caufe the colour of juftice and reafon; as if a glowing and rapid 
ltyk, or a juft arrangement of topicks, could have been fuipefted of 
pofture more than the fly infinuating air of candour and opennefs, '* 


im 


which the moil artful men often aflame. 


mm. 


I cannot leave this fubjeft, without combating in few words an opinion 
of Cicero intimated in all his rhetorical pieces, and exprefled very roundly 
in that little fragment, which feems to have been part of a preface to his 
tranflation of Demofthenes and /Efchines for and againft Ctefipho, but 
the authenticity of which was doubted by Manutius. It begins with a 
pofitive aflertion, that “there are no diftinft fpecies of oratory, as there 
“ are of poetry; that, although a tragick, and epick, and a lyrick, poet 
“ may be all equally perfect in their feveral ways, yet that no man can 
“ juftly be called a fpeaker, unlefs he unite in the higheft degree the 
4 ‘ powers of in drafting, delighting, and moving, every audience on every 
“ fubjett.” Acharaf^er fo various, and a genius fo comprehenfive, muft 
ncceflarily be the object, if ever it lhould exift, of general admirationj 
but why it is not fufficient to call fuch a man the greateft, without in¬ 
filling that he is the only, orator, or why an advocate, who never ap¬ 
plied his talents to the fenatorial fpecies of eloquence, may not attain 
perfection in the forenfick, and fo converfely, I am at a lofs to compre¬ 
hend. 
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fiend. Menander y you fay, would not have dejired to be like Homer ; cer¬ 


tainly not in his comedies; but every fpeaker wijbes to refemble Demof- 
tbents; as certainly not, when he is addrelfing the jury on the obftrudtion 
of ancient lights or the diver lion of a watercourfe. The kinds of fpeak- 
ing are different; and, though one of them be more exalted than an¬ 
other, yet orators, as well as poets, may in thofc different kinds feverally 
reach the fummit; and this analogy may be extended to all the fine 
arts: Myro was not a lefs perfect fculptor in marble, becaufe he was 
unable probably to finilh gems with the delicacy of Trypho; nor, to 
fpeak of modern artifts, will Rafaelle ever be degraded from his high 
rank among painters, becaufe he might not have been able to draw 
Cupids and Nymphs with the minute elegance of Albani; in the fame 
manner as Demodhenes will always be allowed to have hurled the 
thunder of Grecian eloquence, although he could not perhaps (what¬ 
ever Tully may fugged: to the contrary) have fpoken with the fimple 
graces of Lyfias. Philofophers may refine, and logicians ury didin- 
guifh, as learnedly and fubtilly as they pleafe; it will, after ail, be true, 
that the eloquence of a fenator is of a fpecies wholly different from the 
eloquence of an advocate; that the two kinds ought never to be con¬ 
founded; and that a complete fpeaker before a jury or a fingle judge 
may drain his throat without effedt in a popular affembly. If Cicero, 
indeed, meaned no more than that the title of orator fhould be given 
only to one, who, like himfelf, excells all men m every way, the argu¬ 
ment is reduced to a mere difpute about words, which every writer may 
apply as he thinks proper, provided he apprize his reader of the new 
fenfe in which he means to ufe them; but, furely, he might have 
afferted, with equal propriety, that he alone, who furpafles the red of 
mankind in every fort of poetry, deferves the appellation of a poet; for 
nothing can be more exadt than the analogy between the two arts, and 
their near alliance is often acknowledged by the great man himfelf, 
with whole opinions I am taking fo much liberty: had he faid that by 
the word orator he meaned a fpeaker, who had cultivated every branch 
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>f his art, the Romans might have thought this a 



language, but they would, perhaps, have adopted the defiui 
authority. We are not however contending about the proper applica- 
tion of terms, or the abftradt idea of univerfal genius: the tingle ques¬ 
tion is, Whether there are not diftintf: fpecies of oratory as there are of 
poetry, and whether a man may not be perfedt in any one or more of 
them, without having direfted his talents to the cultivation of the reft; 
for the decifion of which point, I appeal to fuch of my readers as have 
heard ten fpeeches at our E; 
parliament. They will forg 

plying, the word orator to IS^EUS, although his eloquence was wholly 
forenfick; and I confer this title on him with more confidence, becaufe 
there is reafon to believe, that he fometimes delivered his own fpeeches, 
without confining himfelf entirely to the difficult, but lefs noble, talk 
of compofing for others; for I muft confefs, that I can form no idea of 
an orator without elocution and adtion, nor can the praife of eloquence 
be juftly, or even without a folecifm, be bellowed on mere invention and 
compofition, which conftitute indeed the body of oratory, but lpeech 
and gefture alone can give it a foul: Whether the remaining works 
of my author will juftify the criticifm of Dionyfius and Hermogenes, 
or whether my interpretation of them may not have weakened their 
original force, muft be left to the impartial judgement of the reader; but 
this advantage will naturally refult from my prefcnt publication: if the 
following fpeeches fhould be thought manly, nervous, acute, pertinent, 
and better in moft refpedts than the generality of addreffes to an Eng- 
lifli jury on fimilar fubjedts, we fhall have a kind of model, by which 
the ftudent may form himfelf, allowing for the difference of Athenian 
laws and manners; and, if they ftiould appear inferior in all thofe qua¬ 
lities to the fpeeches ufually delivered by oyr leading advocates, we lhall 
have reafon to congratulate our age and country, and to triumph in the 
fuperioritv of our talents; for our leaders often make the ableft and moft 
fpirited replies without a poffibility of premeditation; and wonderful, in¬ 
deed. 
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deed, muft be the parts and eloquence of thofe, whofe unprepared effu- 
fions equal or furpafs the ftudied compofitions of the ancient orators. . 

In whatever eftimation ISAMUS may be holden by his tranflator's con¬ 
temporaries, it is certain that he Rood very high in the opinion of his 
own j but the fate of his works has not correfponded with the fame* 
which they procured him* while he lived: fince, for the reafons before 
affigned, they were fo much neglcfted in the darker ages, that no part 
of his fifty fpeeches, which were extant in the time of Photius, is 
known to exift at prefent, except what this volume contains, with about 
a hundred detached words and phrafes explained by Harpocration and 
one or two other grammarians: even thefe ten fpeeches would in all pro¬ 
bability have perifhed with the reft, if it had not pleafed fome man of 
letters to copy them} and it is much to be wiJhed that he had added at 
leaft two more* one on the eftate of Archipolis, and another on that ot 
Menecles} for we ftiould then have had a complete collection of the 
orations called kX^mo}, or relating to the fubjeCt of legal and teftamentary 
fucceffion. This copy, however, was repofited in the library belong¬ 
ing to a monaftery on Mount Athos, whence it was brought to Florence 
at the beginning of the fixteenth century by Lafcaris, who had been 
fent to Greece by Lorenzo di Medici to purchafc manuferipts} and it 
is preferved at this moment in the Medicean collection. Five years 
after the book was in Italy, it was printed at Venice, with fome other 
orations, by the indefatigable ALDUS MANUTIUS* who gives the 
preceding account of it in his preface; and it may be prefumed, that 
his edition* upon which the curious Jet a high value, is a very exaCt im- 
preflion of the manufeript with all its inaccuracies. Towards the cjofe 
of the fame century, the celebrated HENRI ETIENNE, whom we have 
naturalized and call Henry Stephens, reprinted the Aldine edition of the 
Greek orators with fome judicious notes in the margin; but he feems 
to have taken more pains with iEfchines and Lyfias than with the . 

others. 
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others, and Ifeus appeared under his infpeCtion with fcarce any greater 
advantage than that of a very handfome drefs: this editor, in his epiftle 
dedicatory, promifed to colleCt all the Attick laws with a comparifon 
between them and the inditutions of modern nations; a work, which 
would have thrown an advantageous light on my author, but which un¬ 
happily he never completed. Many eminent lcholars, who afterwards 
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poffeffed this elegant edition, among whom were Scaliger and Saumaife, 
lcribbled a few hafly conjectures in the margin of Ilieus; but the world 
at large knew little of his ten fpeeches for above forty years, until one 
ALPHONSUS MINIATUS, as he calls himfelf, undertook, in the 
feventy-third year of his age, to tranflate them into Latin: his attempt 
was highly laudable; but it is clear, that he underflood neither the 
language from which, nor that into which, he tranflated; for every page 
of his verfion abounds with, blunders fo ridiculous, that, if any man can 
ftoop to divert himfel f at the ex pence of another, he cannot find better 
fport than by reading Miniatus> and Schott of Antwerp, who profelTed 
a friendfhip for him, but mud have known liis ignorance, did wrong in 
differing the old man to expofe himfelf by fuch a publication. The 
accurate Perizonius, whole differ tations contain many excellent remarks 
on my author, complained lome time after, that the very ufefulfpeeches 
of Ifaus, which his illiterate interpreter, Miniatus, had moft unfkilfully 
rendered, lay fcandaloufy neglected ; and Fabricius exprefied his wifh, that 
a very good fcholar, whom he names, would prefent the world with a 
new translation of them: but even thefe publick remonftrances could 
not attradt the attention of learned men to a work, which they thought 
interefting to lawyers only; and Taylor, who publilhed his Elements 
of Civil Law little more than twenty years ago, fpeaks of my author as 
a writer then hardly known: “ When I quoted lfceus , fays he, 1 would 
«« fugged to my readers, that I mentioned an author upon many ae- 
** counts very valuable, but upon none fb much as of the great light, 
“ that he is capable of throwing upon the queftion before us, de jure 

“ bar editario; 
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% fubjedt, in which the orations, that arc left of him,. 


iciu.Aj ivau._y auuuuu. It is probable, that to ftroug a recom- 
’ from fo judicious a writer produced Ibme effebt among the 

f his time; but I feus was (till an obfcure name, till REISICE * 
of Leipzick, about five years ago, publilhed the originals of the follow¬ 
ing fpeeches, together with the treatife of DionyiiuSy in his elaborate 
edition of the Greek orators. As I have confiderable obligations to this, 
teamed and laborious man, whom I mention here merely as the editor 
of Ifeus, without entering upon the other parts of his work, I think it 
better to make this general acknowledgement of them, than to moleib 
the reader with a fuperfluity of notes, especially as my opinion of his. 
particular corrections may be always afeertained by my tranflation of the 
text; and it muft be owned, that although many of his annotations 
are hafty and even puerile, yet mod of them are candid, plaufible, in¬ 
genious ; and Ibme of his conjedural emendations are wonderfully hap¬ 
py: his interpretation, indeed, is a prolix paraphrafe in very harfh Latin j 
but, as it fhows his apprehenlion of the author’s meaning, and, as that 
apprehenfion feems to he generally right, let us be fatisfied with the 
utility of a performance, in which elegance was not to be expe&ed. It 
is with pleafure that I take this opportunity of giving a due ihare of 
praife to fo well-intentioned and induftrious a man, who, although he 
was not without the pride and petulance which too often accompany 
erudition, fufficiently attoned for thofe faults by the integrity of his heart 
and the intenfenefs of his application to the ftudy of ancient literature, 
which his labours have coniiderably improved and promoted. To his 
valuable work we certainly owe the late excellent verfion of Dcmof- 
thenes and /Efchines by the Abbe AUGER, who promifes alfo a tranfla- 
tion of my author; and, as my Englifh Ifeus has the fortune to lee the 
light before the French, I fhall be happy if it can afford any help to 
fb refpeCtable a fcholar, who, diidaining the prejudices of an academi- 
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recommend the learning and language of Athens in the heart of Paris ; 
nor Ihall I blulh to confefs any errors that I may have committed, and, 
0 with the aid of his interpretation, to corredt my own. 

As to my work, I Ihall fay very little concerning it, but fairly fub- 
mit the whole to the judgement of the publick; for I never could ap¬ 
prove the cultom of authors, who, in their prefatory difeourfes, lay down 
rules of perfect writing, to which they infinuate that their own pro¬ 
ductions are Aridity conformable. I will not, therefore, fay with Cicero, 
if indeed he wrote the fragment beforementioned, that I have tranjlated 
Ifacus not as an interpreter but as an orator % nor with Middleton , who was 
fond of imitating Cicero, that I have made it my firfi care, always to pre ¬ 
fer ve thefntiment, and my next , to adhere to the words as far as I was able 
to exprefs them in an eafy and natural jlyle. .1 am fully perfuaded, that^ 1 
there is but one golden rule for good tranflation which is, to read the 
original fo frequently, and Audy it fo carefully, as to imprint on the mind 
a complete idea of the author’s peculiar air and diAinguilhing features ; 
and then to afliime, as it were, his perfon, voice, countenance, geAure ; 
and to reprefent the man himfelf fpeaking in our language inAead of 
his own : but, whether I have adled the part of IS/EUS with exadlnefs, 
whether I have juAly exprefied the peculiarity of his charadter, whether 
my Ayle conveys an adequate notion of his nerves and fpirit, his vigour 
and lharpnefs, I really cannot tell; nor, if I could, would it become 
me to tell my reader. One requell only I mult beg leave to make: 
that, if any perfon lhould conceive it an eafy matter to tranllate into 
Engliih the ancient orators of Greece, and flxmld perfift in that opinion 
while he reads my tranflation, he will inftantly lay afide my book, take 
up the original, and render the next fpeech himfelf: if he lhould find 
the talk more difficult than he had imagined, he will then give me the 
• ‘ only 
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only praife, which I deiire, that of having taken no lrnall pains to in¬ 
form and entertain my countrymen ; to whom, if' opportunity alone had 
not been wanting, I would long ago have made many greater facrifices-—• 

But of myfelf enough has been laid; and, I hope, without impropriety. 

I now refume the fubjetfy from which I have fo long digrefled, and 
return to the Attick laws of hereditary and teflamentary tranfmiffions j 
the text of which, together with a few other ordinances nearly related 
to them, I flrall prefix to the fpeeches, referving a fuller explanation of 
them for the commentary; it being my foie object, in this introductory 
differtation', to prepare my reader for compofitions above two thoufand 
years old, and to explain fuch allufions as may occur in them, fo that 
he may underhand them without the perpetual interruption of notes: 
with this intent I hall now fubjoin a hort fketch of an Athenian fuit for 
the recovery of property in the court of HELIiEA, the only one of the 
ten, which my prefent fubieCt leads me to ’confider. A more minute 
account of a law fuit at Athens, from the original procefs to final judge¬ 
ment, would have been fuperfluous in this place, and even inconfiflent 
with, the fcope of my work; but, hould the curiofity of any learned 
reader be raifed by this fummary, he will receive ample information 
from various traCts in the vafl repository of Gronovius , among which 
I principally recommend the elegant treatife of CAROLUS SIGONIUS, 

On the Athenian Republick: that moll judicious antiquary has, indeed, 

1) completely exhaufted the fubjeCl, that POTTER has done little 
more than translate his work with fome additional authorities and a 
multitude of quotations, which are fo far from improving his book, 
that they render it intolerably dry and tedious. M. Auger proxefies to 
have followed Potter and Petit, and has extracted from their rude ma¬ 
terials a very perfpicuous and agreeable dillertation on the jurifdi&ion and 
laws of Athens. I have turned them all over with as much attention as 
it feemed worth while to give them; but my remarks are chiefly drawn 


% 


thick barbarity j for, although they were probai 

glofles or grammatical. notes, yet they would hav _. . 

7 . 

in illuftrating many dark paffages, and fixing the purity of the text. 
The works too of HERO the Athenian, who wrote a tre 


fuits Athens, and another On the forenfick contejls of the old Jpeakers, 
would have given me no lefs entertainment and inftrudtion than affifiance 
in compofing this part of my preface ; and the fame may be faid of two 
loft books by TELEPHUS, the firft, On the laws and ctiftoms of the 
Athenians , and the fecond. On their courts of judicature * but, inllead of 
wafting time in fruitlefs regret, I proceed to difcourfe concifely on the 
fame fubjed by the help of fuch inipcrfed light as remains. 

It is almoft needlefs to premife, what every perfon who has the 
flighted: acquaintance with the conftitution of Athens already knows, 
that all caufes concerning inheritances, devifes, legacies, portions, adop¬ 
tions, marriages, divorces, alimony, widows, heirefifes, orphans, guar¬ 
dians, belonged to the jurifdidion of the chief ARCHON, who gave 
his name to the year of his magiftracy, and was thence often called 
Eponynms ; a jurifdidion, which may in part be traced through the De~ 
cemviral laws to that of the Roman PRiETOR, and from him, through 
the imperial and pontifical conftitutions, to that of our CHANCEL- 
LOR. Either this great magiftrate, whofe tribunal was in the Odeum, 
or one of the fix inferior Archons, called Thefmothetce, generally fat, 
crowned with myrtle, for the purpofe of receiving complaints from per¬ 
form injured, of directing procels, examining the parties, allowing or dif¬ 
allowing the aftion, and conducting the fait through its various llages ; 
for, when a citizen thought himfelf wronged and refolved to leek re- 
drefs in a court of juftice, his firft ftep wzs to prefer his plaint and de¬ 
nounce 
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“‘unmaintainable, permit 
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nounce the name of his adverfary to the 
the complainant, and, if he thought the a< 
him to Jummon the defendant to appear at a certain day: it was 
where an expeditious remedy was required, to attach the perfon com¬ 
plained againft, and carry him diredtly before the court, of which the 
reader will recollect many instances in the ancient comedies, where the 
fcene is ufually laid at Athens; but, in mo ft cafes of civil injuries, the 
firft procefs was by citation or fummons, for which purpofe a number of 
apparitors or bailiffs, called fummoners, were conllantly at hand ; nor can 


we fuppofe, that in 


fmall fl ate gove 


rned almofl wholly by laws. 


which inflicted a fevere punifhment on contumacy, this monition of the 
Arcbon was often difobeyed: contumacious perfons were declared in¬ 
famous, a fentencc no lefs dreadful to an Athenian, than outlawry to an 


Englishman. 


When both parties were confronted before the magiftrate, he pro¬ 
ceeded to a ftridl examination of them, which was called the interroga¬ 
tion, and the parties litigant were at libe rty to interrogate one another, 
as we learn from the fpeech on the eftate of PhiloSlemon •, whence alio 
we may colled;, that their anfwers were fet down in writing and might 
be given in evidence againft them at the trial, and that, if the Archoii 
found it neceflary, he might adjourn the examination. This was not 
unlike the French rccollement , of which M. de Beaumarchais has give ft 
us a lively and curious def’cription in one of his interefting liiemorials ; 
and the ftudent will find it an inftrudive and agreeable exercife to com¬ 
pare thefe judicial proceedings at Athens, not only with thofe of the 
civilians and canonifts, of which he will fee an exact fketch in Sir 
Jeffrey Gilbert’s Forum Romanum, but alio with thofe in our own 
courts of law and equity, and with the modes of bringing caufes to 
a hearing in Scotland and France: to remind him at every turn ot 
the analogy between thefe different forms of adminiftering remedial 

juftice, 
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It was the Archon, who gave the complainant the power of ii 
ing his antagonift, preferibed the proper form of the aft ion. 


the Athenians had a great variety, and, to ufe their term, admitted the 

arty complaining put 


caufe into court; after which preliminaries the party _ x 0 1 
in, as I conceive, his declaration , or bill, in which he fet forth pertinently 
and fuccinftly the nature of the injury which he had fuftained; and 
then, I imagine, the parties proceeded to their mutual altercations , 
which the Archon moderated and direfted, and which, like our ancient 
■pleadings, were delivered orally before his tribunal. If the plaintiff 
perfevered in demanding redrefs, and the defendant infilled generally, 
that he had committed no injury , or that be had a right to the property in PB 


quejlion , fo that the merits of the caufe might be fairly tried in a dirett 
cotirfe, iflue was then joined, as by the Sponjio of the Romans, and each 
party depojited a Hated fum as a pledge of profecuting his claim: nor was 
this all; for the parties were obliged to give in crofs-depojitions , in which 
they refpeftively fwore, that they relied on the juilice of their feveral 
cafes, and would produce evidence of the truth. The Archon then en¬ 
quired into the nature of that evidence, alked the parties, if they were 
prepared with their witnelfes, and what was the number of them; for, 
if either of them was unprepared and could offer upon oath a jufl ex- 
cufe for his want of readinefs, the trial might be poflponed. This was 
alfo the time for propofing terms reciprocally in regard to the litigation, 
as by written challenges to produce their flaves, whofe teflimony was al¬ 
ways extorted by pain or by the apprehenfion of it, and who could not 
be expofed to torture without the confent of their mailers, which was 
rarely given/but the party refilling to confent gave an advantage to his 
adverfary, who, inftead of aferibing his refufal to humanity, conflantly 
imputed it to a dread of difclofmg the whole tranfaftion; of which 
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of the grofs plagiarifm with which he charges the Greeks; but it is a 
paffage, which, to the honour of our nation, can never be copied by a 
British advocate. , f 


It was competent, however, to the defendant, to put in a dilatory plea, 
as for instance, to the jurifdiblion of the magiflrate; or to demur , as we 
call it, to the declaration, by infilling that the a<ftion was not maintain¬ 
able, or, in the language of the Athenians, not or admijjtble ; 

or he might plead in bar any fadt that precluded the plaintiff from his 
jfuit, as a compromile and releafe, or the expiration of the limited 
time within which the complaint fhould have been preferred: this was 
in general five years; but the law of limitations doth not feem to have 
been very rigoroufly obferved, as excufes for the non-claim were often 
made, and fometimes, probably, admitted. From this law there arifes 
no fmall difficulty in the fpeech on the eflate of PYRRHUS, whole 
adopted foil Endius had been in poffeffion above twenty years, yet, on 
his death, an attempt was made to invalidate the adoption by profiting, 
that Pyrrhus had aj egitimate daughter: now one would have imagined, 
that, had (he been really legitimate, fhe would have been perpetually 
barred by not having entered on the eflate, or oppofed the claim of 
Endius, within the due time from the death of her father; but the 
five years only ran from the day when a new title accrued, and, fhe 
having, palfed the time of entering as daughter of Pyrrhus, her hufband 
might have made a claim for her as JiJler and heirefs of Endius lately 
deceafed. However that might be, this caufe affords a good fpecimen 
of Athenian pleading * for, in the original fuit, Xenocles appears to have 
been complainant in right of his wife Phila, and to have demanded in 

his 
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cftate: Xenodes ; 

at * protection, that file had no- tide, !w*»fc Pjrrbm badkft« kgiHnmU 
daughter: this the defendant traverfed or denied; and, as the due was 
found in her favour, the complainant, who had protefied p.ou uoath, mud 
necelfarily have been perjured. I chofe to give this Attick form the name 
of protefiathn, although obtifiaiionbc more literal, and although the former 

* i . • in . • 1 ' d * _ 


word be retrained in our law to a parenthetical allegation, which- is net 
travetfable ; but I cannot too often re quell; the reader o ilfezus to place 
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himfclf at Athens, and to drop for a time all thoughts of our own lorenlick 
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deptton ; for the. fir ft might be entered by either of the contending parties, 
or even by a third-per-fon intervening; as, in the litigation concerning the 
eftate of Dicteogenes, when Menexenus and his coufins were going to 
join ifiue with their adverlary, Leochares put in a proteftation, that the 
heirs at law were precluded from claiming the inheritance: but tbc except 
v, which in general was a dilatory plea, could only be made by toe de¬ 
fendant. Thefe oblique modes of pleading were, however, confidered 
as unfair, and were therefore difcountenanced, as te^j^ng to divert the 
dream of juftice, and to evade a candid inveftigation of the whole truth: 
thus T'hrafyllus, in the fixth fpeech, makes a merit of having pleaded in 
a direct form, when it was in his power to have protefied fpecialLy, that 
he was the adopted fori of Apollbdorus; and, in the filth, the fame 
topick is urged in favour of Chx*reftratus, whole advocate infills, that 
his opponent, inftead of prottfiing, that Philo&emon had left legitimate 
fons, fhould have denied at once the validity or exiftcnce of his will. It 
feems that, in all cafes of difputed eftates, every devifee, and every heir, 

except a lineal defeendant, was compelled to make a claim by exhibiting 

a bill 
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i Archon: if his title was controverted, the adverfe claim- 
■' - croft-bill, called af}typify, and it appears from the laft 
that this courfe might be purfued by a perfon who 
n after the iffue on his proteftation had been found 
nee it follows, that a multiplicity of trials was pre- 
by the svMtrJa or general plea. We may col left alfo from a 
paffage in the fourth of the following fpeeches, as well as from Harpo- 
cration, that when a ftranger interpofed by protefting, that the eftate was 
not e>.or open to contrcverfty, it was ufual to difcontinue the ori¬ 
ginal adtion, and to try the iffue joined on the proteftation, the event of 
which trial inuft have directed the judgement in the firft caule: what 
follows that paffage is extremely lingular; for, when Leochares was 
more than half-convidted of perjury, the punifhment of which was a 
perpetual deprivation of all civil rights, the plaintiff not only was per¬ 
mitted to decline taking the verdidt, but even confented to accept the 
promife of Leochares himfelf, that Dicsogenes fhould furrender the pro¬ 
perty in difpute. 

»&"'• flfil 

Whenever, in the courfe of thefe pjeadings, the parties came to a 
fall or a point of law (for both were determined by the fame judges) 
afferted on one fide and denied on the other, the Archon proceeded, as 
if the defendant had pleaded generally: and all the writings in the caufe, 
the bills, claims, crofs-depofitions, challenges, proteftations, and excep¬ 
tions, together with fuch inftruments as had been exhibited, and, I 
believe, with the depolitions of the witneffes, were enclofed in a veffel 
called t&y&i which could not be opened till it was carried into court. 

Thus was a caufe at Athens prepared for trial, and, we muft acknow- 

* 

ledge, in a fimple and expeditious manner; nor was the popular form of 
pleading the general iffue, and proving the fpecial matter in court, liable 
to the objection of expofing the parties to the danger of being furprized 


VOL. IV. 


with 



with an unforefeen cafe or unexpected evidence ; linee all — 
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fiances were previoufly lifted, and the depofitions accurately 


prefence of the Archon, fo that each party was fully aware 
adverfarv’s ftrength, and able to inftruCt his advocate without darknefs 
or perplexity; yet if we confider the multitude of law-fuits, with 
which, as Ifaeus himfelf informs us, Athens abounded, it mull appear 
itrange how fix or feven magiflrates, even with their afleflbrs, could have 
time to conduCt the altercation of fo many litigants, and to perform the 
other important duties of their office. At Weftminfter a limilar plan 
would be found impracticable ; nor ffiall I ealily be induced to with for 
a change of our prelent forms, how intricate lbcver they may feem to 
thofe who are ignorant of their utility. Our fcience of fpecial pleading 
is an excellent Logick,; it is admirably calculated for the purpofes of 
analyfing a caufe, of extracting, like the roots of an equatiQn, the true 
points in difpute, and referring them with*.all imaginable limplicity to 
the court or the jury: it is reducible to the ftriCteft rules of pure dia- 
leCtick, and, if it were fcientifically taught in our publick leminaries 
of learning, would fix the attention, give a habit of reafoning clofely, 
quicken the apprehenfion, and invigorate the underltanding, as effectually 
as the famed Peripatetick fyftem, which, how ingenious and fubtiie foever, 
is no t Jo honourable, fo laudable , or fo profitable , as the fcience, in which 
Littleton exhorts his Tons to employ their courage and care. It may un 
queltionably be perverted to very bad purpofes; but lo may the nobleft 
arts, and even eloquence itfelf, which many virtuous men have for that 
reafon decried: there is no fear, however, that either the contractedfjl , 
as Zeno ufed to call it, or the expanded palm , can do any real mifehief, 
while their blows are directed and reftrained by the fuperintending 
power of a court.—But let us return to Athens. 


The next aCt of the Archon was to caft lots for the judges , on whom 
I chufe in general to confer that title, becaufe they determined not the 

m f^Ct 


# 


juries differed from ours in very few particulars. It is well known, that 
the Anurul were a handing body of citizens, all at ieaft thirty years old 
and of unblemifbed character, but without any hated qualification in 
point of fortune : before they were admitted into the order of judges, 
they fwore folemnly, among other things, “ that they would never 
“ accept a bribe diredly or indiredly for pronouncing their fentence, 
“ nor fuffer any of their fellows to be bribed, with their knowledge, 
**. by any artifice or contrivance whatever; that they would impartially 
“ attend to both plaintiff and defendant, and give a juft verdid on the 
« very point in ifiiie y which oath, as we may colled from Demof- 
tbenes, they repeated before every trial, and the advocates feldom failed 
to remind them of it. The number of their names drawn by lot, in 
caufes to be tried in the Heliaea, was ufually five hundred, as we learn 
from the fourth fpeech of Iiacus; but, on very important occafions, a 
thoufand, fifteen hundred, and fometimes two thoufand, fat to decide 
the fame caufe * fo that they formed in reality a committee from the 
whole legiflative body, and hence they are frequently preffed by the 
orators to be guided by the laws which they had themfelvcs enaded: it 
is on account of their ample powers and their mixed charader, that I 
call their fentence indifferently a judgement, a •verdift, or a decree ; 
although at our bar we appropriate each of thofe words to a diftind 
meaning. The fentence was determined by the plurality of fuftrages, 
but the nearer the court approached to unanimity, the more brilliant 
was the vidory; and, as he, who had not a fifth part of the votes, was 
fined a thoufand drachmas, I conceive, that the parties were allowed to 
challenge fuch of the jurors as they could affed with a reafonablc fuf- 
picion of a bias to either fide. When the judges, on the day appointed, 
took their feats in the He/iaa , a place in the open air, but furrounded 
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with a rope and attended by officers who kept off the croud, the Archon 
propofed or introduced the caule j and, if the defendant made default, 
judgement was given againft him; but it was not final till two months 
had palled, within which time he might apply to the magiftrate, and, 
by aligning on oath a fatisfadory reafon for his abfence, might let it 
afide, and have another day fixed for the trial. When the parties ap¬ 
peared, they ufually brought with them as .many powerful friends as 
they could affemble, with a view, no doubt, of influencing the jury; a 
lhamcful cuffom ! but which cannot ealily be prevented in any country, 
and which fecms to have been common at Athens, as we find in fome 
of the old comedies, and in the beginning of the lpeech on the eftate of 
Cleonymus: they were accompanied alfo by their advocates and wit- 
neffes, of whom it will he neceffary to fpeak with as much concifenefs 
as the lubjed will admit. 

The office of <rw'}yop1fr was diftind from that of Mjfy ; as the fir ft 
was the aSior caufarum, and the fecond the juriJbonfuUus , of the Romans; 
both which charaders are generally united in our counfeh I call the 
firft an advocate; although I have no certain knowledge that the 
Athenian title was given to men of a particular profeffion; but am in¬ 
clined to think, that any man whatever, whom friendlhip or ability 
recommended to either party, might, with the permiffion of the court, 
plead his caufe before the judges; nor do I believe, that this bufinefs 
was in general confidered as reputable; for Nkodemm, who feems to 
have been a very profligate fellow, is reproached by Ifeus in the fecond 
fpeech, for ading dilhoneftly in hopes of the petty fees, ■which he gained 
by pleading caufes; and, in the eighth, Xenanetus and his affociates, 
whom my author reprefents as a detcftable crew, are laid to have had 
fuch powers in fpeaking, that they were often employed as advocates. 
The pjj Topis were of a higher clafs; many of them, illuftrious ftatefmen; 
and all, men of diftinguilhed abilities, who were frequently engaged in 
v : '.7.7 private 
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private caufes, either at the requed of particular friends, or, like the Ro¬ 
man fenators, who were forbidden to take money by the Cincian law, with 
a view of acquiring fame and popularity: but Antipho of Rhamnus is 
laid to have been the fird who took fees for his forenfick labours. 
When the orators addrefied the court in perfon, they were affifted, as 
Tully fays, in matters of law by folicitors or agents, who were called 
‘GrpotyjAXTMoU and whofe profeffion was reckoned illiberal j but, moil com¬ 
monly, the fpeeches were compofed by the great mailers of rhetorick, 
and delivered either by memory or from writing, by the clients them- 
lelves, or fome of their intimate friends: for the Athenians were natu¬ 
rally quick ; their general aflembly was the bell fchool of eloquence in 
the world ; and, as they had but one language to learn, which was the 
fined ever lpoken by mortals, the loweft among them could not only 
exprefs thetnfelves with propriety, but were even the niceft judges of 
the pure Attick diition. Plutarch tells us,**m his treadle on Garrulity , 
that Lyfias wrote a fpeech for a client, who brought it back with great 
marks of uneafinefs, alluring the orator, that, “ when he firft read it, 
“ he thought it wonderfully fine; but that, on the fee?. nd third 
“ reading, it appeared quite languid and inapplicable.” ** WijSr id 
“ Lyfias finding, do you forget that you are to fpeak it but once to 
“ jury ?” This mode would, for many obvious reafons, be hardly prac¬ 
ticable among us; yet, in fome criminal cafes, we have indanres of 
artful and elaborate defences, at lead equal to thofe of Antipho , com¬ 
pofed or delivered by the prifoners themfelves and, furely, no com- 
pofitions require fo much delicacy and judgement, fince innocent men 
on fuch occafions are feldom eloquent. Sometimes both methods were 
united at the Athenian bar; and the party, having told his Itory in a let 
fpeech, was fucceeded by his advocate, who pronounced the peroration 
in a loftier drain: of this we have fome examples in Demodhenes, who 
is called up by name to finilh the fpeech for Darius againd Dionylo- 
; and that of Ifaeus on the edate of Nicoftratus was, I believe, of 
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the lame kind; for it contains very foJid obfervati 
nature of evidence, whi 
mouth of an ordinary client: and it cone 


mce, which would have come with 

. . 

proofs, none of which appear in the preceding part ; fo that from 
thefe circumftances we may collect, more certainly than from the 



pitulation of 
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opening of the fpeech, that it was delivered by the orator in his own 

perfon ; nor is it in any refpeCl unworthy of his reputation. It is hardly 

ncceflary to obferve, what the reader will naturally imagine, that women 

and infants both fued and were impleaded in.the names of their huf- 

bands, guardians, or next friends; as, in the difputes about the eftate 

*1 * 

of H agnias, the prochein atny of young Stratocles exhibited the informa¬ 
tion, and delivered the charge, again!! Theopompus, whole fon was 
afterwards attacked by the guardian of the third Eubulides. The time, 
which thefe judicial fpeeches were not fuffered to exceed, was previ- 
oufly fixed by the Archon'according to the nature of the caufe and the 
number of pertinent obfervations which it required; and this time 
was regulated by the dropping of water through a glafs, called clepfy- 
dra, wb as carefully Hopped, when any verbal or written evidence 
v dnuced, or any law, will, or other inldrument, was read to the 

art: this was a reftrkdioh in mold cafes highly expedient for the dif- 
patch of bulinefs; although Tacitus conlidered the Pompeian law, by 
which the length of a criminal’s defence was limited to three hours, 
as a check to the free courfe of eloquence ; and, as the po wer of 
allotting the due quantity of water teems to have been diferetionary 
in the magitlrate, the luccefs of a caufe might, perhaps, depend too 
much upon his vigilance, attention, and fagacity: on the whole, we 
proceed better, I think, without any iuch reldraint. 

It does not appear, that two or more advocates were ever heard at 
Athens on the fame fide, as they were at Rome, and commonly are 
with us on legal qucldions. Cicero, in his pleating book on Famous 

Orators, 
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Orators, objects warmly to this practice; but his objections, in my ap¬ 
prehension, are not weighty: when he was a boy, there were but fix 
advocates in the fulleft bufinefs; nor have wc many more, who are lure 
to be retained in every caufe of great importance ; to determine who are 
the Cratfus and Antonius, who the Philippus and Caefar, who the Cotta 
and Sulpicius, of our Englifli bar, would be a talk no lefs invidious than 
unnecefiary; but if the moll eminent were always to fpeak without any 
fubalterns, a young barriller might be condemned at Weltminfler to a 
filence of twenty years. 


If the ifbader has but opened the following work, he mull: have 
obferved, that the Athenian advocates called, their witnefles and read 
their depofitions, as they went along, in proof of their feveral points, 
inftead of crouding all their evidence together at the conclusion of their 
fpeeches; and, although eloquence flows more agreeably and oftenta- 
tioufly in a continued firearn, yet their method feems better calculated 
than ours for the purpol'e of enlightening and convincing the jury; 
fince, as Dionyfius remarks, a number of proofs collected in one place , and 
belonging to a variety of beads , is inconffent with perfpicuity. The wit- 
ftefles were examined, and, I doubt not, crofs-examined, in the prepa¬ 
ratory ftages of the caufe; but they were not fworn till the day of the 
trial, when they took the oath together at the altar with all pofilble 
folemnity, and were afterwards called before the tribunal to confirm 
their depofitions, or, if neceflary, to correct and explain them; fo that 
the practice of the Athenians happily united the advantages of both 
oral and written teftimony. This was the form of a depofition in one 
of their moil celebrated caufes: “ SOSIA depofes, that Calliftratus, his 
“ wife’s father, was firft coufin to Polemo, the father of Hagnias, and 
** to Charidemus, the father of Theopompus ; that his mother was 
" fecond coufin to Polemo; and that file often told him, that Phylo- 
“ mache, the mother of Eubulides, was filler of the whole blood to 

“ Polemo, 
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, the father of Hagnias, and that the faid Polemo never had a 
They admitted, we fee, hear fay evidence even of parti¬ 
cular fads, as it appears alfo from the fpeech on the eftate of Giron ; 
and, when it was expedient to perpetuate the teftimony of perfons 
going abroad or likely to be detained by ficknefs, it was ufual, in the 
prefence of reputable witnefles, to take their depolitions, which were 
called eaf^Mdai, 1 and might afterwards be read when the caufe was ripe 
for a hearing. If a witnefs was fummoned, he was obliged to attend 
the trial under pain of perpetual infamy; and, if he was really ignorant 
of the facts in queftion, the court permitted him to abjure , or fwear that 
he knew nothing of the matter; but, if he would neither give evidence 
nor abjure, the law condemned him to pay a fine of above five-and- 
thirty pounds, a fum by no means inconfiderable in a country where 
money was extremely fcarce: thus Hierocles protefts his ignorance of a 
material fad in the caufe concerning the efldte of Ajiyphilus, where the 
fenfe direds us to read ’E £&>p,c<r<a, or abjuration, inftead of fflkjjjvpit'ec, or evi¬ 
dence, which he refufed to give. I am perfuaded, that objedions were 
frequently made to the competence of witnelfes; and, when they were 
received, many arguments were ufed and lingular proofs adduced by the 
adverfe party to afFed their credibility: thus the feventh fpeech of 
Iftus clofes with a violent attack upon Diodes, whom the orator ac- 
eufes of the moll atrocious crimes, and even produces evidence that he 
had been a difhoneft guardian and an adulterer. 


In the admifiion of evidence they teem to have indulged an extraor¬ 
dinary latitude; as in the firil caufe, on the revocation of a will, they 
heard proof of an opinion declared by the friends and relations of the 
devifees, that the property of Cleonymus ought to be divided among 
the contending parties; and many other fingularities of this kind will 
be feen in the reft of the fpeeches: but we mull never forget, that the 
itxarctl were judges of fad, law, and equity, with ample powers of 

deciding 
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to the juffice of every cafe; fo 1 
ral to prove whatever tended to place them in a 
' light; and this accounts for the popular topicks to the jury, 
which occur fo often in Iileus, DemoRhenes, and Lyflas, that their 
clients had contributed largely to defray the expenfes of the date, had 
furniihed gal lies, ferved chargeable offices, given handfome entertain¬ 
ments, and lived parflmonioufly in private, that they might aCt liberally 
in publick, while their adverfaries either concealed their fortunes, or 
were remifs and penurious in their contributions; topicks, which no 
advocate in his fenfes would urge before judges of the bench, but which 
feem well adapted to the conRitution of the courts at Athens, where 
the democracy could never have flourished, unlefs all the citizens had 
vied with each other in fupporting it; and, as in fome Rates certain 
offenders are excluded from the protection of the law, fo in a republick 
few offences can deferve that exdufion more juftly than a want of zeal¬ 
ous affection to the commonwealth. After all, we have no reafoil to 
regret, that, in private caufes at leaft, an Englishman is fire to obtain 
juft ice, although he may not have paid his annual taxes with eagernefs, 
or ferved the office of fheriff with great alacrity; and we may triumph 
in our elegant and philofophical theory of evidence, which Ariftotle and 
Plato mutt have admired, and by the ftriCt rules of which all trials in 
the world ought to be directed. 


A few other particularities will be remarked in the fpeeches of I feus; 
as, an appeal by Menexenus to the knowledge of the jurors themfelves, 
concerning fome tranfaCtions at a former trial; witneffes, who happened 
to be prefent, called upon to give evidence for Ciron’s grandfon; allu- 
fions by the brother of Aftyphilus to what was paffing in court; the 
prolecutor openly interrogated by Theopompus at the beginning of 
his defence: moft of thefe circumftances are inconfiflent with fet 
fpeeches compofed by the orator and pronounced by the party; and orte 
vol. iv. G would 
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would almoft be tempted to conjecture, that the advocate himfelf fpoke 
in the perfon and character of his client, if the Rory before cited from 
Plutarch and other authorities were not decifive of the contrary. 


When the defendant had clofed his fpeech (for I find no certain 
traces of any reply by the complainant) the jurymen gave their fentence 
by carting pellets or beans into the urns allotted to the parties, and, in 
cafes of inheritances, every claimant in a diftinCt right had a feparate 
urn, but a Angle one ferved for all thofe who claimed under the fame 
title: the magiftrate then counted the pellets, and declared the judge¬ 
ment ■, and here ended his yysyouj, or prejidency of the courts for he had 
no power to direCl or influence the jury j and Lyjias afks with fome 
warmth. What could be more difgraceful and abominable, than if the Archon , 
in caufes concerning heirejfies, Jhould dare to folicit the judges, and dejire them 
to find a verdidi according to bis pleqfiure f This regulation deferves to 
be applauded, and would even be worthy of imitation, if the complex 
qufftions and nice points, which an Englijh jury are often required to 
determine, did not make it abfolutely neceflary for them to receive light 
and affiftance from the learning and experience of a judge. 
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If the complainant failed of fuccefs, he was amerced for his falfe 
claim, which amercement was ufually a fixth part of the fum demand¬ 
ed: in all cafes the unfuccefsful party forfeited his depolit,.and the fines 
and forfeits were fpeedily collected by the rufiiui, or officers of the re¬ 
venue, who paid them into the treafury, where fome of them were ap¬ 
propriated for the payment of the jurymen, and the reft applied to the 
fervice of the publick. 


To the courts at Athens appeals lay from the decilions of the Hand¬ 
ing arbitrators, of whom there were four hundred and forty in different 
parts of Attica, forty-four being drawn by lot from each of the ten 

tribes: 





chat their tribuna 
temple of Apollo. As very 
incerning this court, it is need- 

■ . I ||Sphttt we ? may 

obferve, that, its decrees mu ft always be diftinguiihed irom the awards 
of arbitrators freely chofen by the parties themfelves, and generally 
fworn to do juftice, from which there was no appeal, f j Ji 


Before I conclude this prefatory part of my work, it will be proper 
to mention fuccinaly, that the people of Athens, who had the freedom 
of the city and governed the republick, were divided into ten tribes j 
that the tribes comprifed a number of boroughs difperfed in various 
parts of Attica; that each borough was fubdivided into wards, and each 
ward compofed of diftinCt families. Every legitimate child, who was 
named on the tenth day after his birth, was prefented, before his feventh 
or eighth year, to the citizens of his ward with many ceremonies, to 
which we find allufions in the following fpeeches: the time for prelent- 
jng natural children was the feftival, called Apaturia, which lafted four 
days in January j but adopted fons were admitted at the feafts of Thar- 
gelia in July, as we may colled from the fpeech on the eftate of Apollo- 
dorus, where the reader will fee a defcription of the forms ufual on thefe 
occafions. If the members of the ward were fatisfied of the child's 
legitimacy, and none of them removed from the altar the victim called 
xxpw, which was facrificed in their prefence and diftributed among the 
company, the name of the new citizen was infcribed on their common 
regifter; but he was not a complete burgefs till the age of twenty years, 
when he was regiftered on the publick roll of his father’s borough. 


This will be a fufficient introduction to tfip works of the author, 
whom I now fend abroad in an Englifti drefs : the four orders of Athe¬ 
nian 
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iiian citizens, their military and religious institutions, their funeral rites, 
their celebrities in honour of Ceres and Proferpine, of Pallas and Pro¬ 
metheus, with their greater and lefs feftivals of Bacchus, are known to 
all, who have received the flighted: tincture of Grecian learning; but 
ISvEUS will give full latisfadion to thole only, whole imagination can 
for a time tranfport them to his country, who can live in idea two 
thoufand years ago, and read an Attick orator with the mind, and, as 
it were, the eyes of an Athenian } in the fame manner as an aftronomer, 
to borrow a companion from the excellent writer on Hebrew poetry, 
fuppofes himfelf to become for a while an inhabitant of every planet, 
where he obferves its peculiar qualities, and its situation with refped to 
others, meafures their didances, compares their motions, and forms a 
diftind view of the whole univerfe. 
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When a woman, in order to enjoy the rights of a lawful wife, has been duly 

BETROTHED BY HER FATHER, OR HER BROTHER BY THE SAME FATHER, OR HER PATERNAL 
GRANDSIRE, HER CHILDREN BORN IN WEDLOCK ARE LEGITIMATE. IF NONE OF THOSE RELA¬ 
TIONS BE LIVING, AND SHE BE AN HEIRESS, LET HER NEAREST KINSMAN MARRY HER : BUT, IF 
SHE HAVE NO KINSMAN ENTITLED TO CLAIM HER, LET HIM, WHO SHALL BE APPOINTED HER 


GUARDIAN, GIVE HER IN MARRIAGE. 


- 
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II. 




THE LEGITIMATE SONS OF HEIRESSES SHALL ENTER UPON THEIR ESTATES AT THE AGE OF 
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III. 
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IF THE NEAREST KINSMAN OF A WOMAN WITHOUT AN ESTATE REFUSE TO MARRY HER, HE 
SHALL GIVE HER IN MARRIAGE WITH A PORTION OF FIVE MINAS, IF HE BELONG TO THE FIRST 
ORDER OF CITIZENS, OR OF THREE, IF HE BELONG TO THE SECOND, OR OF A MINA AND A 
HALF, IF HE BE OF THE THIRD CLASS. IF SHE HAVE MANY KINSMEN IN THE SAME DEGREE, 
THEY SHALL SEVERALLY CONTRIBUTE TO HER PORTION j AND IF THERE BE MANY SUCH 
WOMEN, EACH OF THEIR KINSMEN SHALL BF, OBLIGED TO MARRY OR TO GIVE IN MAR¬ 
RIAGE ONE OF THEM ONLY. IF THE NEXT OF KIN WILL NEITHER MARRY THEM NOR GIVE 
THEM IN MARRIAGE, THE ARCHON SHALL COMPEL THEM TO DO EITHER ONE OR THE OTHER ; 
AND, IF HE NEGLECT THIS DUTY, HE SHALL FORFEIT TEN MINAS TO THE TEMPLE OF JUNO. 
ANY CITIZEN MAY PREFER A COMPLAINT BEFORE THE ARCHON AGAINST SUCH AS DISOBEY 
THIS LAW. 


IV 






THE ARCIION SUMMON HIM TO APPEAR WITHIN FIVE DAYS, AND, LAYING THE DAM.AGES AT 
SUCH A SUM AS HE THINKS PROPER, LET HIM BRING HIM TO A TRIAL IN THE COURT OF 
HELLEA, WHERE, IF he BE FOUND GUILTY, LET THE JURY INFLICT SUCH A CORPORAL PAIN, 
OR SET SUCH A FINE, AS HE SHALL DESERVE. <'4 
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V. 


IF A HUSBAND REPUDIATE HIS WIFE, HE SHALL RETURN HER PORTION, OR PAY INTEREST 
FQR IT AT THE RATE OF NINE OBOLUS’S A MONTH FOR EVERY MINA. HER NEXT OF KIN, 
UNDER WHOSE PROTECTION SHE JS, MAY SVE FOR HER PORTION OR HER ALIMONY BEFORE 
THE ARCHON IN THE ODEUM. 
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VI. 


ALL GENUINE UNADOPTED CITIZENS MAY DEVISE THEIR ESTATES AS THEY THINK FIT, PRO¬ 
VIDED THAT THEY HAVE NO LEGITIMATE CHILDREN, AND BE NOT DISABLED BY LUNACY OR 
AGE, OR POISON OR DISEASE, NOR INFLUENCED BY WOMEN, SO AS TO HAVE LOST THEIR 
REASON FROM ANY OF THESE CAUSES, NOR BE UNDER ANY DURESS OR CONFINEMENT. 



VII. 


THE WILLS OF SUCH AS HAVE LEGITIMATE SONS SHALL STAND GOOD, IF THOSE SONS DIE 
BEFORE THEIR AGF OF SIXTEEN YEARS. 


VIII. 


IF A MAN HAVE LEGITIMATE DAUGHTERS, HE MAY DEVISE HIS ESTATE AS HE PLEASES, ON 
( NDITION THAT THE DEVISEES TAKE THEM IN MARRIAGE. 


IX. 


INFANTS AND WOMEN SHALL NOT TRANSFER OR DEVISE MORE THAN THE VALUE OF A 
BUSHEL OF BARLEY. 


X. 



THE ADOPTED SON AND THE AFTER BORN SONS OF THE PERSON WHO ADOPTED HIM, SHALL 
BE COHEIRS OF THE ESTATE; BUT NO ADOPTION BY A MAN, WHO HAS LEGITIMATE SONS 
THEN BORN, SHALL BE VALID. 


IF A CITIZEN DIE INTESTATE AND LEAVE DAUGHTERS, THE NEAREST KINSMEN WHO MARRY 
THEM SHALL INHERIT THE ESTATE: BUT, IF HE DIE CHILDLESS, HIS BROTHERS BY THE SAME 
FATHER SHALL BE HIS HEIRS, AND THE LEGITIMATE SONS OP THOSE BROTHERS SHALL SUCCEED 
TO THE SHARE OF THEIR FATHERS. IF THERE BE NO BROTHERS, THE SISTERS ON THE FA¬ 
THER'S SIDE, AND THF.IU CHILDREN, SHALL INHERIT. ON FAILURE OF SISTERS AND NEPHEWS, 
THE COUSINS ON THE FATHER'S SIDE SHALL BE HEIRS IN THE SAME MANNER ; BUT MALES AND 
THE CHILDREN OK MALES SHALL BE PREFERRED, ALTHOUGH IN A REMOTER DEGREE, PROVIDED 
THAT THEY BELONG TO THE SAME BRANCH. IF THERE BE NO KINSMAN ON THE FATHER'S SIDE 
SO NEAR AS THE SECOND COUSINS, THEN LBT THOSE ON THE MOTHER'S SIDE SUCCEED TO THE 
ESTATE IN THE SAME ORDER. SHOULD THERE BE NO MATERNAL KINSMEN WITHIN THE DEGREE 
ABOVE LIMITED, THE NEXT PATERNAL KINSMEN SHALL BE THE HEIRS. 

XIII. 

NO MALE OR FEMALE BASTARD, BORN AFTER THE ARCHONSHIP OF EUCLID, SHALL SUCCEED 
EITHER TO SACRED OR CIVIL RIGHTS. 

XIV. 

INHERITANCES AND HEIRESSES MAY BE CLAIMED EVERY MONTH IN THE YEAR EXCEPT 
AUGUST, AND NO DEVISEE SHALL POSSESS AN ESTATE EXCEPT BY AN ADJUDICATION OF THB 
COURT. 


XV. f 

IF ANY MAN SHALL CONTROVERT THE TITLE OF ANOTHLr, TO WHOM AN INHERITANCE 
OR AN HEIRESS HAS BEEN ADJUDGED, LET HIM CITE HIS ADVERSARY BEFORE THE ARCHON, 
AS IN OTHER CAUSES. THE DEMANDANTS SHALL DEPOSIT A STATED SUM AS A PLEDGE OF 

PROSECUTION. 
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PROSECUTION, AND, IF THERE BE NO CITATION, THE JUDGEMENT SHALL BE REVERSED. IF 
THE PERSON, TO WHOM THE ESTATE WAS ADJUDGED, BE DEAD, HIS HEIR MAY BE IMPLEADED 
IN THE SAME FORM, PROVIDED THAT THE LIMITED TIME BE NOT EXPIRED. LET THE SUIT 
PROCEED BEFORE THE ARCHON IN THE SAME MANNER AS THE CLAIM WAS AT FIRST MADE 
IY THE POSSESSOR OF THE INHERITANCE IN DISPUTE, 


lVOTE. 

The Athenians made no difference between the tranfmiffion of real and perlonal property; m 
thefe laws, therefore, and in the following fpeeches, the words devife , heir, inheritance , and the like, 
arc applied both to lands and to goods, without being reftrained to the peculiar fenfe in which we 

ufe them. 
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ARCH US left three foris, Cleonymus, Dinias, and the father of tbofe,^ 
Ifseus compofed the following fpeech. The third fon dying, 
were committed to the guardianflrip of Dinias. Thefe young 
meh were heirs t<^ Clegnymus by the laws of Athens, and their grand* 
father had appointed them fucceffors to their uncle, if he fhould die child* 
lefsi Cleonymus had, however, a power to difpofe of his property j and, 
in a fit of anger againft his brother Dinias for fome real or imagined wrong, 
had made a will in favour of two remoter kinfmen, Diocles and Pofidip- 
lus; which, according to the cuftoin of the Athenians, he had depofited 
Vidi one of the magiftrates: but, after the death of Dinias, he took his 
vs under his care, and determined to cancel the will, by which they 
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were difinherited. Will' this intent he fent for the magiftrate, who kept 


the feftament, but died unexpectedly before an ufhial revocation of it. 
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His nephews then entered ^pon his eftate, as heirs at law ; and the other 
** claimants produced the will which, as Ifscus contends in the perfon ot 
’ * clients, was virtually revoked by Cleonymus. 
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iT has been the change, which our fortunes have undergone by 
the deccafe of Cleonymus ; who, when he was alive, intended to leave 
us his eftate, but ha§ expofed us by his ieath to the danger of loling it: 
and with fo inodeft a referve, judffl^ were we bred under his care, that 
not even as hearers had we at any time entered a court of juftice, but 
n<3w we come hither to defend our whole propertyfor our adverfaries 
difpute our right not only to the pofteflions of the deceafed, but alfo 
to our paternal inheritance, of which they boldly aflert that he was af 
creditor. Their own friends, indeed, and relations think it juft, that 
we Ihould have an equal (hare even of thofe effefts which Cleonymus 
confefledly left them ; but our opponents themfelves have advanced to 
fuch a height of impudence, that they feek to deprive us even of our 
patrimony ; not ignorant, judges, of what is >right*and equitable, but 
conceiving us to be wholly defencelefs againft their attacks. 


Confider then on what grounds the parties, who come before you, 
rcfpe&ively reft their claims: thefe men rely on a will, which our 
uncle, who imputed no blame to us, made in relentment againft one bf 
our relations, but virtually cancelled before his death, having ferit Po- 
lidippus to the magiftrate, for the purpofe of folemnly revoking it; but 
we, who were his neareft kinfmen, and moft intimately conngdted with 
him, derive a clear title, both from the laws, which have eftabliftied 
our right of fucceftion, and from Cleonymus himfelf, whofe intention 
was founded on the friendship fubftfting between us ; not to urge, that 

his father, and our grandfather, Polyarchus, had appointed us to fucceed 
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bciates, who are nearly related to us, and who ha 
ftice on their fide, are not alhumed of con telling our title to 
, about which it would be difgraceful for mere ftrangess to 
ir do we feem, judges, in this caufe to have the fame dif- 
ds each other; for I do not confider it as the greateft of 
isfortunes to be unjuftly difturbed with litigation, but to 
be attacked by thofe, whom it would be improper even to repel with 
any degree of violence; nor Ihould I think it a lighter calamity to in¬ 
jure my relations in my own defence, than to be injured myielf by their 
unprovoked aftault : but they, judges, have*different fentiments, and 
appear againft us with a formidable array of friends, whom they have 
futnmqned, and advocates, whom they have retained j leaving behind 
them no part of their forces, Is if they were going to in Aid vengeance 



on open enemies, and not to wrong thofe whom they were bound by 
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every natural and focial tie to aflift. Their Ihamelefs audacity and 
fordid avarice will be more clearly perceived by you, when you have 
heard the whole cafe, which 1 lhall begin to relate from that part. 
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:e you will fooneft and moll eafily learn the Hate of our con- 
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inias, our father’s br other, was ou dian, he being our elder 
ncle, and we, orphans; at which time, judges, a violent enmity fub- 
him and Cleonymus: whether of the two had been the 
lion, it is not, perhaps, my bulinefs Jp determine j 
:aft 1. may pronounce them both defervedly culpable, 

1 then been friends, and no juft pretext arifing for a 
}f their friendihip, they fo haftily became enemies on account 
of fome idle words. Now Cleonymus himfelf, when he recovered 

*•. from that illnefs, in which he made his will, declared, ttifk he wrote it 

. 

in anger > not blaming us, but fearing, left at his death he ihould leave 
us under age, and left Dinias our guardian Ihould have the management 

of 
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when Dinias, immediately after, afked 
our father had incurred his difpleafure, he 
many citizens, that he charged us with no 
will in refentment againft him, and not from air 
indeed, judges, could he have determined, if 
injure us, who had given %im no caufe of complaint ? 



But his iubfequent conduct will afford the ftrongeft proof, that 
doing this he had no intention of wronfmg us ; for, when Dinias was 
dead, and our affairs were in a diftreifed condition, he was fo far 
negleding us, or fufFering us to want necdfaries, that he bred us in 
his own houfe, whither he himfelf had conduced us, and faved our 
patrimony from unjuft creditors, who fought infidioufly to deprive us 
of it ; nor were our concerns left attentively managed by him than his 
own: from thefe adts, therefore, rather than from his written tefta- 
ment, it is proper to colled: his intention towards usj and not to be 
biaffed by what he did through anger, by which all of us are liable to 
be hurried into faults, but to admit the clear evidence of thofe fads, 
which afterwards explained his defign. Still farther ; in his laft hours 
he manitefted the affedion, which he bore us; for, being confined by 
the diforder of which he died, he was defirous of revoking has will, and 
with that intent ordered Pofidippus to bring die officer who had the 
care of it; which order he not only difcbeyed, but even refufed admit¬ 
tance to one of the magiftrates, who came by chance to the door : 
Cleonymus, ®iraged v at this, gave the fame command on the next day 
to Diodes; but, though he feemed not dangeroufly ill, and we had 
great hopes of his recovery, he fuddenly expired that very night. 
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to Dinias; next, t 

more, tie iuper intended ail our affairs, and gave us 
>ufe, to which he had removed us; and thirdly, 
for the magiftrate, who was fo far from obeying 
ie of the proper officers came to the door, he 
Call thofe who will prove the truth of my 
witnesses. Call likewife thofe, who will fwear, that Ge~ 
ider and the other friends of our adverfaries were^bf opinion, that 
the whole eftate fhould be divided, and that we (hould have a third part 
of all, which Cleonymus poffeffed. witnesses. 
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it feems to me, judges, that all thofe who contend for the right 
of fuccefilon to eftates, when, like us, they have flown themfelves to 
be both neareft in blood to the perfon deceafed, and moil connected 
with him in friendihip, may be excufed from adding a fuperfluity of 
other arguments: but fince men, who have neither of thofe claims, 
have the boldnefs to difpute with us for that which is legally ours, and 
to let up a fidtitious titk, I am willing in a few words to give them an 
anfwer. They ground , their pretenfions on this will, and admit that 
Cleonymus fent for the magiftrate ; not, fay they, with ah intent to 
cancel it, but with a refolution to correct it, and to fecure the legacy 
more ftrongly in their favour: now confider, whether it be more pro- 
bable, that our uneje fhould wifh to recall a will made in anger, at a 
time when he was moft intimate with us, or fhould meditate by what 
means he might be fureft to deprive us of his inheritance. Other men, 
indeed, ufualiy repent at length of the wrongs, which they have done 
their friends in their paffion ; but our opponents would convince you, 
that, when he fhowed the warmeft regard for us, he was moft 
of eftablifiling the will, which, through refentment againft our 
he had made to our difadvantage : fo that, even fhould we confeis 
this idle fiction, Ind fhould you perfuade yourfelves to believe it, you 
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mufl fuppole him to have been mad in the higheft de0£e ibr ^hat 
madnefs could be greater than to injure us, becaufe he had quarrelled 
with Dinias, and to make a di^olition of his property, by which he 
took no revenge on his enemy, but ruined his deareft friends, and after¬ 
wards, when we lived with him on terms of the ftri&eft rriendlhip, and 
he valued us above all men, to intend that his nephews alone (for fuch 
is their aifertion) fihould have no lhare in his fortune ? Could any man, 
t: judges, in his fenfes entertain fuch a thought concerning the diftribution 
of his eft ate 
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Thus from their own arguments they have made it eafy to decide the m 
caufe againft themfelves fince if he lent for the officer, as we contend, 
in order to cancel the will, they have not a fhadow of right g and, if he 
was lo Void of reaHn, as to regard us leaft, who were molt nearly con¬ 
nected with him both by nature and friendlhip, you would juftly de- * 
cree, that his will was not valid. Confider farther, that the very men, 
who now pretend, that Cleonymus defigncd to eftablilh their legacy, 
durlt not obey his order, but difmifled the magiftrate, who came to the 
houfe; and thus, one of two moll oppofite things being likely to hap¬ 
pen, either a ftronger confirmation of the intereft bequeathed to them, 
or a total lofs of all intereft in the fortune of the teftator, they gave a 
plain indication of what they expected, by refilling to admit the perfqn 
who kept the will. 

To conclude : fince this caufe has been brought before you, and fince 
you have power to determine the conteft, give your aid both to us and 
to him, who lies in the grave; and fulfer him not, I adjure you by all 
the gods, to be thus defpifed and infulted by thefe men; but, remem¬ 
bering the law, by which you are to judge, the oath, which you have 
lblemnly taken, and the arguments, which have been ufed in the dif- 

pute, give a juft and pious judgement, conformably to the laws. 
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of his efta’te to an adopted fon. Xenocles loft tl._ ... 
haying (Worn at the! trial, that he had betrothed hit .lifter to Pyrrhus as a 
lawful wife, and that Phila was born after their nnpt Me brother of 
Enjfius profecutes Nicodemus for wilful perjury, inlitfing that Phila was 
illegitimate and actually given in rnarriage to X^iocies as t|ae baftard oi 
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SPEECH THE SECOND. 

The Brother of Endius againji Nicodemus. 


Pyrrhus, my maternal uncle, judges, having no legitimate chil¬ 
dren, adopted my brother Endius, who fucceeded to his fortune, and 
continued in pofledion of it above twenty years ; in which long interval 4 
not a fingle man ever pretended, to controvert his titje, of to difpute the 
validity of his adoption: but, lad year, on the death of rny brother, this 
Phila, who had differed him to enjoy the edate without interruption, 
aflcrted, that die was the legitimate daughter of my uncle; and her 
hufband Xenocles the Cyprian entered a claim in her right to the efFe&s 
of Pyrrhus, who had fo long been dead, alledging in his bill of com¬ 
plaint, that he died pofleffed of three talents ; and, when my mother 
infilled on the fupcriority of our claim, he had the confidence to 
proted, that die had no title to the eftate, becaufe Pyrrhus, to whom 
it originally belonged, had left a daughter born in wedlock: we tra- 
verfcd this protedation; and, having brought before the court the 
perfon who ventured to make it, we clearly convicted him of having 
fworn falfely, and proved his confederate Nicodemus to be the mod im¬ 
pudent. of men in fupporting the other’s tedimony, and daring to aflert 
upon oath, before the fame judges, that he had betrothed his own fifter 
to my uncle, and that die became his lawful wife. Now that this man’s 
evidence at the former trial was falfe, the conviction of Xenocles unde¬ 
niably demondrates j for, if Nicodemus had not then been thought per¬ 
jured, it is clear, that his affociate would have fucceeded in his pro¬ 
tedation ; that the legitimacy of this woman would have been edab- 
fifhed; and that die, not my mother, would have been declared my 
uncle’s heirefs: but, lince the principal aCtor in the caufe was convicted 

of 




©f .perjury, and the pretended daughter of Pyrrhus defifted from her 
claim, Nicodemus was at the fame time necelfariiy found guilty of giv¬ 
ing falfe evidence; for he fwore to the truth of the fame proportion, 
and they were both examined to the fame point, namely, whether the 
woman, in whofe right Xenocles claimed, was my uncle’s daughter by 
a wife or by a harlot: this was the fingle i/Tue between us, as you will 
perceive by hearing our crofs-depofitions, the evidence of Nicodemus, 
and the pro te flat ion, which was over-ruled. Take and read them to 
die court. CROSS-DEPOSITIONS. EVIDENCE. PROTESTATION. 


That the man, whom I now accufc, was immediately thought guilty 
©f perjury, was apparent to all who attended the trial j but it will be 
proper, that his guilt be proved before you alfo, judges, who are 
affembled to decide the fame queftion. 


I delire firft to afk this witnefs himfelf, what fortune he gave with 
his lifter to a man worth three talents whether this betrothed wife left 
her hulband, whilft he v/as alive, or departed from his houle after his 
death ; from whom he received his filter's portion, when Pyrrhus was 
dead, to whom he has fworn that he had given her in marriage ; or, if 
it was not reftored to him, what adlion he thought proper to inftitute, 
for her maintenance or her fortune, againft one, who has been twenty 
years in polfellion of the inheritance ; or whether, in fo long a period, 
he once demanded the portion from the heir in any man’s prefence ? 
On the following points too I ftiould be glad to interrogate him j why 
nothing of what I have juft mentioned has been done for a widow, who, 
as he fwore, was lawfully married; and, ■whether Ihe had been betrothed 
to any other man, either of thole, who were formerly connected with 
her, before Ihe knew my uncle, or of thofe whom Ihe admitted to her 
favours, while Ihe lived with him, or of thofe, who have been intimate 
with her fince his deceafe ? for it is notorious, that her brother gave 
her on the fame terms to many others, who. kept her as a miftrefs, and 
voL. iv. i whom 
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whom if it were neceflary to enumerate, it would give me no final! 
trouble: fome of them I will mention, if you command me; but, if it 
be as unplealant to you to hear fuch tales, as it is disagreeable to me 
to relate them, I will be contented with producing the very evidence 
given at the former trial, no part of which they have ventured to con¬ 
tradict ; yet, when they admit (as they have in faCt admitted, by not 
attempting to impeach the teflimony of our vvitnefles) that this woman 
was a common harlot, how can it be conceived, that She was legally 
betrothed to Pyrrhus ? You will be convinced, when you have heard 
the depofitions, both that Nicodemus has fworn what was apparently 
falle, and that the judges gave a proper and legal fentence, when they 
decreed, that the fucceffion could not belong to the daughter of a 
woman not lawfully married. Read the depofitions, and let the water- 
glafs be Hopped, depositions. That the mother of this Phila was 
common to all who chofe to be connected with her, and was not the 
betrothed wife of my uncle, as Nicodemus had the boldnefs to fwear, 
has been proved to you by the other kinfmen and neighbours of Pyrrhus, 
who tell you of the quarrels, riotous feafts, and continual diforders on 
her account, while Hie lived with him; but no man prefumes to revel 
at the houfes of married women, who never accompany even their 
hufbands to publick entertainments, nor think it confident with decency 
to fit at table with Hr angers, efpecially with the firfl who prefent them- 
felves; yet they have not attempted to invalidate this evidence : now 
to fhow that I repeat it fairly, read once more the depofitions of the 
neighbours, together with thofe of the other witnefles concerning her 
numerous train of lovers, which will fatisfy the court, that fhe was a 
common proHitute, and never was the mother of a legitimate child. 

DEPOSITIONS. 


From all this evidence, which you will carry in your memory, it is 
apparent, that the fifier of Nicodemus, whom he fvvore that he gave 
in marriage to my uncle, might have been any man’s miflrefs, but was 
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r, nor ever lupported the character of a matron : 
let us now confider the circumftances, from which it may be thought 
poffible, that Pyrrhus really married fo abandoned a woman, if we can 
fuppofe him capable of fuch indifcretion (for it fometimes happens 
indeed, that young men, inflamed with the love of a harlot, and actuated 
by intemperate paflion, are induced by their folly to ruin themfelves by 
fuch a marriage ); and how can thefe circumftances be more clearly 
known, than by recolleding the teftimony of their own witnefles in the 
original caufe, and by examining the probability of the whole tranlac- 
tion ? Reflect a moment on the impudence of their aflertion: this 
Nicodemus, when he was going, as he fays, to betroth his own After 
into a family worth three talents, pretends that he carried with him, on 
fuch an occafton, one witnefs only, named Pyretides, whofe depofition 
they produced at the trial of the caufe; a depofition, which Pyretides 
himfelf difclaimed; and he ftill denies, that he gave any fuch evidence, 
or knows any thing of the matter. In confirmation of this, I will 
mention a convincing argument, that the depofition produced by them 
was forged ; for you all. know, that when we are going to do any pub- 
lick and deliberate ad, which muft be witnefled, we take with us our 
neareft relations and moll: intimate friends, in order to have the benefit 
of their atteftation j but in private ads, which are often done on a hid¬ 
den, we are contented with fuch witnefles, as happen to be near at 
hand ; and, when afterwards their evidence becomes neceflary, we muft 
call thofe, whoever they are, that were prefent at the time of the ad; 
but when we procure the teftimony of a witnefs, whom ficknefs pre¬ 
vents from giving it publickly, or of one who is going abroad, we 
defire the prefence of the moft reputable citizens, and of thofe whom 
we heft know, not of one or of two, but of as many as we can aflemble, 
to preclude the deponent at any future time from the power of denying 
his depofition, and to give his evidence more weight with you, judges, 
by confirming it with the atteftation of many honeft men : thus, when 
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Xenocles went to Thebes, with an intention to ejeCi our fervants from 
the mines, which had been left us, he thought it not fufficient to call 
any perlons, who happened to be there, as witneffes of that oulter, but 
he carried with him Diophantus of Sphettus, who was his advocate in 
the original caufe, and Dorotheas of Eleufis, together with his brother 
Thilochares, and many others, whom he had collected at Athens, and 
who travelled for that purpofe full three hundred furlongs ; yet, when, 
he was going, as he fays, to take a deposition in this very city concern¬ 
ing the marriage of his wife’s mother, on which her legitimacy de¬ 
pended, he called together none of his friends, but only Dionyfius of 
Erchia and Ariftolochus of /Ethalia ; in the prefence of whom it is 
aiferted that the depofition was taken in the heart of Athens. Such 
are the pretences of thefe impoftors, none of which can find credit 
with any difeerning man ! The aCt, which they fay Pyretides attefted, 
was frivolous, to be fure, and of a trifling nature ; fo that their negli¬ 
gence in this affair was not Angular. How l was not that act to have 
determined the very point, on which Xenocles was tried for perjury, 
whether his wife was the daughter of Pyrrhus, by a married woman, 
or by a harlot ? Would he not, if fuch a marriage had really been 
contracted, have aflfembled all his friends for the purpofe of attefting 
it ? Moll alfuredly he would, if their ltpry had not been a fiction; but 
Xenocles omitted this necefiary precaution, and took only two perfons, 
whom he accidentally met, to be prefent at a depofition of fuch. im¬ 
portance ; and this Nicodemus himfelf pretends, that when he gave his 
filter in marriage to a man of fo confiderable a fortune, he carried with 
him no witnefs but Pyretides, who abfolutely denies the faCt Ly- 
fimenes, indeed, aflferts that he was invited to the marriage, together 
with his brothers, Chseron and Pylades ; and thefe three were the 
uncles of the man, who was going to form fo debafing an alliance: but 
you will confider, whether this be credible ; for, to reafon from proba¬ 
bilities, I fhould imagine, that Pyrrhus would rather have kept the 
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tranla&ion fecret from all his relations, if he meditated a contract fo dif- 
graceful to his family, than have called his own uncles to be witnelfes 
of their difgrace. This alfo fills me with furprize, that there was nor 
agreement concerning a portion either on the one fide or on the other ; 
for, if Nicodemus gave his filter a fortune, it is to be fuppofed, that 
thofe, who pretend to have been prefent, would have recollected the 
fum given ; or, if our uncle was fo enflaved by his paffions, as to marry 
a common proftitute, her brother would have been Hill more felicitous 
to procure evidence of his giving money with her, and would have 
afTembled a number of witnelfes, that Pyrrhus n4ight not have it in his 
power to difeard her, when he pleafed ; for none of you are ignorant, 
that the inclinations of men impelled by their defires are very change¬ 
able : yet this fellow fwears, that he gave his filter in marriage to fo rich 
a man before one witnefs only on his part, and without any acknow¬ 
ledgement of a portion ; and the uncles aflert, that they were prefent, 
when their nephew agreed to marry this harlot without a fortune, 

Thefe very uncles too have fworn, that they were invited by Pyrrhus 
to an entertainment, which he gave on the tenth day after the birth of 
his daughter: and here I cannot fupprefs the vehemence of my indig¬ 
nation, when I fee, that Xenocles, who claims the patrimony of his 
wife, has called her in his bill of complaint by the name of Phila, while 
the uncles of Pyrrhus, who lwear that they were prefent on the tenth 
day, have declared, that her father gave her the name of her grand¬ 
mother Clitareta. It is aftonifhing, that a man, who has now been 
married above eight years, lhould not know the true name of his own 
wife; that he could not have learned it before from his own witnelfes ; 
that neither his wife’s mother, nor her uncle Nicodemus, lhould in fo 
long a period have informed him of it; but that, initead of her grand¬ 
mother’s name (if that name was in fa£t given her by Pyrrhus) he: 
lhould infert the name of Phila in the very bill, by which he demands 
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her paternal inheritance. What could be his motive ? Could a hufband 
* 

mean to deprive his wife of her grandmother’s name, which her father 
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grandmother, ..... .. 

gave, and which might be urged as a proof of her legitimacy? Is it not 
apparent, judges, that thefe pretended tranfa&ions, which, as they fwear, 
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happened fo long ago, were invented by our adversaries long fince the 
beginning of this Suit? They manifeftly were: for it is not poflible, 
that thefe men, who fay they were invited on the tenth day after the 
birth of this girl, the daughter of Pyrrhus and niece of Nicodemus, 
Ihould remember fo accurately from that day, whenever it was, to this, 
and Ihould lwear in court fo podtively, that her father named her Clita- 
reta, yet that her neared relations, her father himlelf, her uncle, and 
her mother, Ihould not know the name of their own child: they mud; 
have known and ufed it, if the fad had been true; but of this I dull 
again have occabon to fpeak. 
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As to the teftimony of Nicodemus, it is eafy to perceive from the 
laws themfelves, that he was apparently guilty of perjury; for, lince, 
when a man gives a female relation in marriage with a fum of money by 
way of free gift and not as a portion, for which an equivalent mud: be 
fettled, he cannot legally require that money to be given back, if either 
the wife diould leave the hufband, or the hulband difniid the wife, 
whoever aderts that he has betrothed his own dder without a fecurity 
for her portion, mud: neceflarily appear a mod daring impoftor: for 
what would fuch an alliance avail him, if the man to whom he was 
allied might repudiate his wife, whenever he cliQfe, without inconve¬ 
nience? Yet fuch would have been her condition, judges, had there 
been no dipulation concerning her fortune. Would Nicodemus have 
engaged his dder to our uncle upon thefe precarious terms, efpecially 
when he knew that die had never borne a child in fo long a courfe of 
proditution, and that the dipulated portion would by law return to 
him, if die diould die childlefs ? Can any of you, judges, believe, that 
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Nicodemus is fo negligent of lucre, as to let flip one of thefe advan¬ 
tages? I cannot think it probable: And is this the man, whofe filler 
our uncle chofe to marry ? A man, who in an aCtion brought againft 
him as an intruder by one of the ward, of which he pretended to be a 
member, obtained indeed a fentence in his favour, but was adjudged a 
freeman of the city by a majority of four votes only ? Read this de¬ 
pot! t ion, in proof of what I have alledged. deposition. Yet this 
very man, who was perfectly well apprized of the law, by which he 
would have been entitled to his filler’s fortune, had Ihe died without 
children, has ventured to fwear, that he gave her in marriage to our 
uncle, without agreeing with him for her portion. Read the laws, to 
which I allude, the laws. Can you, I fay again, believe that Nico¬ 
demus, if there had been any fuch marriage, would have been fo llupidly 
neglectful of his interell, as not to provide for his own advantage with 
a fcrupulous attention? No, by heaven, it feems impoffible, for even 
thofe, who give women to others, as their miltrefles, with a fum of 
money, take care previoufly to bargain for the benefits, which thofe 
women are afterwards to enjoy: and was Nicodemus contented with 
the ceremony of betrothing his filler according to the forms of law, 
without bellowing a thought upon any thing elfe ? Nicodemus, who, 
for the paltry fees, which he hopes to ferape together for fpeaking 
fometimes before you, makes no fcruple of aCting with fhamelefs dif- 
honelty ? His infamous conduCt, indeed, moll of you well know,, with¬ 
out being reminded of it j and I am defirous of proceeding to another 
argument, which will demonllrate the abominable impudence of his 
afiertions. Tell me, Nicodemus, how came it, that if you really gave 
your filler in marriage to Pyrrhus, and if you knew that lhe had left a 
legitimate daughter, you neverthelefs permitted our brother Endius to 
claim and obtain the inheritance, without regarding our uncle’s daugh¬ 
ter, who was born, as you alledge, in lawful wedlock ? Could you be 
ignorant, that, by his allowed claim of the fucceflion, your niece was 
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baftardized? For, whenever an adopted fon lets up a title to an 
and obtains a decree in his favour, he proves the daughter of the de~ 
ceafed to have been illegitimate ; as her father Pyrrhus, indeed, had 
done long before, by adopting my brother as his own fonj for no man, 
who has daughters lawfully begotten, can either devife his eftate from 
them, or aliene any part of it to their difadvantage: this you will clearly 
underhand, judges, when the laws themfelves have been read to you. 
the laws. Does it feem probable then, that, if Nicodemus did be¬ 
troth his lifter, as he has mod: confidently fworn, he would have differed 
my brother Endius to claim the inheritance, without fetting up the 
adverfe title of his own niece, and without entering a proteftation, 
that Endius had no right to her patrimony? Now that our brother not 
only claimed this eftate, but had his claim judicially allowed, and that 
without oppolition, this piece of evidence will convince you. depo¬ 
sition. When, therefore, Endius inftituted a fuit for. his inheritance, 
Nicodemus neither durft difpute his title, nor thought proper to proteft, 
that Pyrrhus left a legitimate daughter, who was his niece: he will 
invent, I fuppofe, fome filly pretext for this conduft, and will pretend 
either that he was unapprized of our proceeding, or that our allegations 
are falfe ; but the firft is impoffible, and the fecond we have difproved: 
let us proceed to another topick. 


When our brother gave your niece in marriage to Xenocles, would 
you, Nicodemus, have fuffered a girl, whom Pyrrhus lawfully begot, 
to be given away as the daughter of his miftrefs ? Would you not have 
informed the Archon, that fhe, being an heirefs, was grofsly injured by 
an adopted Ton, and deprived of her paternal eftate? efpecially as thefe 
informations alone may be made without danger to the informant, 
lince any man, who pleafes, may fue on behalf of an heirefs, and the 
complainants in fuch caufes are never amerced, even though the court 
unanimoully decide againft them nor are they obliged, like other 

fuitors. 






Allfwl 


65 

to depofit money as a pledge of fupporting their complaint ; 
but the profecutors may proceed without inconvenience, while the 
defendants, if they are convidted, feldom fail to fuffer an exemplary 
punifhment. If then, judges, the niece of Nicodemus had been really 
legitimate, would he patiently have feen her difpofed of in fuch a man¬ 
ner, and not have informed the magidrate that an heirefs was thus in- 
fulted by a man, who had given her away as a badard ? No: if that, 
which you have now fo audacioufly fworn, had been true, you would 
indantly have taken your revenge of Endius, who had injured your 
niece; unlefs you pretend, that you were ignorant of this fad: alfo. 
What ! did not you perceive from the very portion which Xenocles 
took with her, that the was rejected as illegitimate ? This alone Ihould 
have excited your refentment, and induced you to lay an information 
againft Endius, for claiming (as he did judly claim) an inheritance of 
three talents, and for giving a legitimate daughter of the deceafed in 
marriage to a flranger, with no greater portion than ten minas,—Would 
not this have raifed his indignation ? Would he not have complained to 
the magidrate ? He would mod: certainly, had the marriage been true: 
nor can I perfuade myfelf, that either Endius, or any other adopted fon, 
would have been fo abfurdly regardlefs of the laws, as to give a legiti¬ 
mate daughter of his father in marriage to another, indead of marrying 
her himfelf; for he could not but perfectly know, that the children of 
fuch a daughter would inherit their grandfather’s edate; and would 
any man apprized of this law give his property away to another, efpe- 
cially fo large a fortune as thefe confederates have claimed ? Can any of 
you imagine, that an adopted fon would be fo outrageoufly daring, as to 
betroth fuch a daughter, without giving her fo much as the tenth part 
of her own patrimony ? Can you imagine, that, when this affair was in 
agitation, her uncle, who has fworn that he gave her to Pyrrhus, would 
have indured fuch an infult ? I cannot believe it—no; he would have 
contended for the fucceffion; he would have entered a protedation 
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would have informed the Archon > and would have followed anj 
that might effectually have fecured the right of his niece. Yet, I 
repeat it, when my brother difpofed of this girl as of a baftard, Nico- 
demus, who calls her his niece, neither thought fit to affert her claim to 
the fortune of Pyrrhus, nor to exhibit an information againft the man, 
who had thus vilified her, nor was he at all indignant at the pitiful por¬ 
tion, which her hufband received, but ihamefully acquiefced in all thefe 
tranfaCtions. to* h; • 
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On each of the points juft mentioned the laws are explicit; but read 
firft the depofition concerning the claim and adjudication of the inheri¬ 
tance, and afterwards that concerning the pretended marriage, depo¬ 
sitions. Next read the law. the law. To clofe the whole, read 
once more the depofition. of the defendant, deposition of nico- 
demus. Now in what manner can an accufer more clearly convict the 
perfon accufed, than by adducing proofs both from the man’s own con¬ 
duct, and from the laws of his country ? Of Nicodemus, therefore, 
almoft enough has been find. 

Confider now, whether the very man, who married his niece, may 
not afford a convincing argument of his guilt. It has been given in 
evidence, that Xenocles took the girl as an illegitimate daughter of 
Pyrrhus, and he himfelf eftablifhed the truth of that evidence by his 
long acquiefcence | for, had he taken her from Endius as one born in 
lawful matrimony, he would not have negleCted, when fo many of his 
children by her were adult, to affert againft my brother her claim to her 
paternal inheritance ; efpecially, when he was prepared to deny that 
Endius had really been adopted by Pyrrhus, and excepted to all the wit- 
nefles, who fwore that they were prefent at the execution of the will; 
as their depofition, which lhall now be read, will convince you. depo¬ 
sition. By the aCtions, indeed, of thefe confederates, they manifeflly 
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lowledged the validity of that adoption; for, had they thought it 
impeachable, they would not have Submitted to the long polleffion of 
the laft: occupier, nor have delayed till now the claim of this woman to 
the fortune of Pyrrhus, who has been dead above twenty years, whereas 
Endius died only laft year in the month of Odober, and they put in 
their claim on the third day after his death: now the law ordains, that 
whoever has a title to an eftate muft claim it within five years after the 
deceafe of the laft pofteflbr; fo that Pbila had only this alternative, 
either to contend with Endius, while he lived, for her paternal eftate, 
or, after the death of the adopted fon, to claim the fortune of her 
brother by right of fucceftion; efpecially if Endius, as thefe men 
alledge, betrothed .her to Xenocles, as his legitimate filler; for we all 
perfedly know, that it is necelfary to make a formal claim to a fraternal 
inheritance, but that, when a man leaves children lawfully begotten, 
they immediately enter upon their patrimony and enjoy it without liti¬ 
gation. Thus you and all other citizens poflefs your paternal fortunes 
without fear of controverfy; yet thefe affociates are bold enough to 
inlift, that an adopted fon ought not to claim the fortune, which his 
father left him, while they are claiming the patrimony of Phila, whom 
they pretend to be the legitimate daughter of Pyrrhus: the very reverfe 
of which is the pradice eftablilhed by law; for, as I before oblerved, 
legitimate children ought not to demand a decree for their paternal in¬ 
heritance, but fons adopted by will are bound to fue for an adjudication 
of the eftate devifed to them; becaule no man would controvert the 
right of an heir by delcent, whereas all the relations of the deceafed 
would eagerly engage in a conteft with an heir by appointment. Left 
any ftranger, therefore, who pleafed, fhould commence a fuit for fuch 
eftates, and left others Ihould dare to claim them as vacant inheritances, 
all heirs by adoption are obliged to have their title formally allowed; 
none of you then can fuppofe, that Xenocles, if he really believed his 
wife to be legitimate, would have claimed her patrimony in court; but 

Ihe 
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file would have entered, as lawful heirefs, on the lands of her father j 
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and, if any one had ufed violence or attempted forcibly to retain the 

pofleflion, file would have ejected him, as ihe might, from her paternal 
eftate $ nor would her opponent have been expofed to a private lavvfuit 
only, but even tc a publick information before the Archon, who might 
have inflifted a corporal punilhment, or impeded a heavy fine. I may 
add, that thefe uncles of Pyrrhus, if they had known that their nephew 
left a legitimate daughter, and that neither Endius nor any of us would 
marry her, would never have permitted Xenocles, who bore no relation 
to the deceafed, to take a woman., who belonged to them as her next of 
kin : that would have been inconceivably ftrange,. The law commands, 
that both fuch daughters as have been given in marriage to Grangers by 
their own fathers (yet who can determine better than a father, what 
may be for his daughter’s advantage?) and fuch as remain fingle, fhall 
be married to their near eft relations, if their fathers die without leaving 
Tons begotten in wedlock; and many men have had their wives taken 
from them by force of this law : would any one of Pyrrhus’s uncles 
then have fuffered Xenocles to marry a daughter of their nephew, when 
the laws had adjudged her to one of them, and thus have made a 
ftranger heir to fo large an eftate, inftead of themfelves ? Never believe 
it, judges ; for no man prefers another’s intereil to his own j but if 
they fliould pretend, that the adoption of Endius prevented the woman 
from having the quality of an heirefs, on which account they did not 
demand her in marriage for one of themfelves, let them firft be a/ked, 
why, if they allow that Endius was adopted, they took exceptions to all 
the witnefles who attefted his adoption, and why they pafled him over, 
who was lail polTefior of the lands, and now illegally and informally 
have claimed the efiate for Phila as heirefs to the deceafed ? Afk them 
alfo (and oppofe thefe interrogatories to their impudence) whether any 
legitimate child ever thinks it proper to obtain a fentence of the court 
for his own patrimony ? That this girl however, was truly an heirefs 

and 
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neareft kinlman, if ihe was not illegi¬ 
timate, moll evidently appears from the law, which exprefsly ordains, 
that every man may difpofe of his ellate by will, as he pleafes, unlefs 
he has legitimate fons 5 and that, if he has daughters, he may bequeath 
his property, but the legatees are bound to take them in marriage ; fo 
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mate daughters, but without them he can neither conftitute art heir by 

adoption, nor appoint a fuccelTor by will to any part of his ellate: if 
Pyrrhus,, therefore, adopted Endius without providing for his marriage 
with his daughter, fuch an adoption was illegal and confequently void; 
but if he gave her together with his fortune to his adopted Ion, how 
came it that you, the uncles of Pyrrhus, permitted Endius, without 
taking her, if Ihe was lawfully begotten, to procure a decree for eftab- 
lifhing his own title to the fucceflion ? efpecially if your nephew, as 
you gave in evidence, had requelled you to luperintend the interefts of 
the girl ? This too, honell men, you will fay, efcaped your memory: 
yet, when die was. betrothed and given away by Endius, you, her 
father’s uncles, fuffered the daughter of your nephew to be thus treated 
as his baftard you who. fwear that you were prefent, when Pyrrhus 
took her mother as his lawful wife, and that you were invited by him 
to an entertainment on the tenth day after the child’s birth. Thus, 
when your nephew had enjoined you (for this is the word part of your 
conduct) to confult the girl’s interell, your mode of conlulting it was to 
let her be difpofed of as bafe born, though Ihe bore the name, as your- 
felves have fworn, of your own lifter. From all this, as well as from the 
reafon of the thing, it is manifeft, that thefe confederates are the moll 
impudent of mortals ; for with what view could my uncle, if he had a 
legitimate daughter, adopt my brother as his fon? Had he any nearer 
kinfmen than we, whom he meaned to exclude from the right of de¬ 
manding his daughter in marriage? But there neither exifted nor 
exifts (for he had no fons) any nearer relation to him than ourfelves , 

fince 


a man is allowed to devife his pofleftions together with his legiti- 
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fince he had no brothers, nor brother’s Tons, and we are the children 
his lifter. They will urge, that, had Pyrrhus chofen to ado 
his other kinfmen, he would have given his daughter, toget 
his eftate; yet why Ihould he thus openly and unnecefiarily affront any 
one of his relations ? It was in his power, if he had really married the 
lifter of Nicodemus, to introduce his daughter by her to the men of his 
own ward, as born in wedlock ; by which care he might have made her 
foie heirefs of all his fortune, and might have directed, that one of her 
fons Ihould be adopted as hi3 own ; for he well knew, that, by leaving her 
his heirefs, either one of us, his nephews, might have procured a de¬ 
cree for taking her in marriage, or, in cafe of our refufal, one of thefe 
ready witneffes, his uncles, might have married her ; or, had they too 
declined the match, his next neareft relation might have taken her, by 
a fenterice of the court, with all his property; this he would have 
effeded by introducing her as his daughter to the ward, of which he 
was a member, and by not adopting my brother ; but by the adoption 
of Endius, and the want of admitting Phila as his daughter, he not 
only declared her, as he ought to do, illegitimate, and deprived her of 
all right to the luccefiion, but adually appointed my brother heir to 
the whole eftate. 


Now, to convince you, that our uncle neither gave a nuptial feaft, 
nor thought proper to admit the girl, whom they call his legitimate 
daughter, to his ward, according to the ancient cuftom, the teftimony 
of thofe, who belong to the fame ward, Hi all be read to you—Read: 
and do you ftop the water-glafs. deposition. Read now the proofs 
of my brother’s adoption, evidence. Can you then give credit to 
the teftimony of Nicodemus, in preference to the fuperior evidence of 
my uncle’s own conduit ? Will any man endeavour to perfuade you, 
that Pyrrhus really married a common harlot? You will not be per- 
luaded, unlefs Nicodemus inform you, as I faid in the beginning of my 

fpeech. 
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fpeech, with what portion he betrothed his lifter to Pyrrhus; before 
what magiftrate Ihe declared, that Ihe had left her hulband or his 
houfej by whom her fortune was returned to him, after the death of 
my uncle or, if he could not obtain a reftitution of it in the courfe of 
twenty years, what action he brought for her alimony or for her por¬ 
tion againft the occupier of the eltate: let him alfo declare, whether 
he had betrothed her to any one elfe, either before or after her pre¬ 
tended marriage with Pyrrhus, or whether Ihe had children by any 
other man. Interrogate him to thefe points, and do not forget to ex¬ 
amine him concerning the marriage-feaft fuppofed to be given to the 
members of his ward : this is no light argument againft the teftimony 
of Nicodemus j for, could they have prevailed with him to marry the 
woman, he might furely have been induced to give an entertainment 
to the men of his ward, and to prefent this girl to them as his legiti¬ 
mate child, who, if he had been really married, was heirefs to a fortune 
of three talents. He would have been obliged alfo to entertain the wives 
of his companions at the feftival of Ceres, and to have borne l'ueb. offices 
in his borough on account of his wife, as are required from a man of 
his pofleffions : yet nothing of this kind will appear to have been done. 
The members of his ward have given their evidence : I fliall, therefore, 
conclude with the teftimony of his fellow-burgefles. depositions. 
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ON THE ESTATE OF NWOSTRATUS. 


THE ARGUMENT. 
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NIGOSTRATUS dying in a foreign country, Hagnon and Hagnotheus, his 
firft coufins, contend for the right of fucceflion to his eftate againft Cha- 
riades, who claims under a will. This fpeech is. by fome fuppofed to have 
been delivered by Ifams in his own perfon as next friend to the young 
tnen, whofe caufe he fupportedj but Reilke well obferves, that no argu¬ 
ment in favour of this opinion can be drawn conclufively from the opening 
of the fpeech ; fince the words my intimate friends might have been ufetj by 
any other fpeaker. f 
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non and Hagnotheus againjl Chariades 
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biNCE Hagnon and Hagnotheus, judges, are my intimate friends, 

_ J .U,.'_ nrrrs uric /Un^lv rr 


____ago was clofcly connected with me, it will become 

me to defend them with the bed: of my abililfes: now as neither of 


^ 4 ibc to aerena mem wiui i 

them h#s ever been out of Attica, it will not be poffible for them to 
come prepared with evidence of tranfadions in foreign parts, nor eaiy 
to confute their opponents, if they ihould tell a fictitious ftory; but 


what has paffed in our own country will, in my opinion, afford a fuf- 
ficient proof, that all they, who claim the fortune of Nicoftratus as 


legatees, aim only at deluding and infulting you. Ml 


Fir ft then, judges, it will be proper for you to confider the difference 
of the names in our refpedive bills of complaint, and to determine 
which claim has been made more naturally and with more fimplicity; 
for Hagnon and Hagnotheus have alledged in their bill tfiat Nicoftratus 
was the fon of Thrafymachus, and declare that they are his coufins, 
both which allegations they prove by witndfes; hut Chariades and his 
coadjutors in this caufe affert, that one Smicrus was the father of Ni¬ 
coftratus, yet claim thofe effeds which belonged to the fon of Thra¬ 
fymachus ; and, though my clients neither pretend to know the name 
of Smicrus, nor are related to any fuch perfon, but maintain, that. Thra¬ 
fymachus was the father of their coufin, yet to this eflate alfo thefe 
affociates have fet up a title. If each party agreed in the name, no¬ 
thing more would be left for your decifion, than fingly, whether that 
Nicoftratus, whom both fides have in contemplation, made a will or 
not; but how can the fame man be faid in the fame caufe to have two 
vol. iv. l fathers? 
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fathers ? To this abfurdity has Chariades reduced himfelf; for having 
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claimed a right of fucceffion to Nicoftratus the fon of Smicrus, he has 




■1 


mftituted his fuit againft thofe, who claim as next of kin to the fon of 
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Thralymachus, and has tendered an ilfue, that the fon of both thefe 
men was one and the fame Nicoftratus. Now all this is a mere trick 
and a preconcerted fcheme ; for they are well aware, that while the cafe 
remains iimple and not involved in this perplexity, my friends will have 
no difficulty in proving, that Nicoftratus never made a will; but, if they 
introduce the name of a different father, and contend, nevertheless, for 
the fame eftate, they are perfectly lenfible, that we muft ule $ longer 
argument to prove, that Nicoftratus was the fon of Thrafymachus, than 
to convince you, that no will was made by him : beftdes, had they 
confeffed, that Nicoftratus was his fon, they could not have denied, 
that thefe young men were con fins to the deceafed; but by fabricating 







a.new father to him, they have drawn into queftion not his will only, 
but his pedigree. 


This contrivance, and not this alone, but all that has happened from 
the beginning, will convince you, that other perfons, beftdes thofe who 
appear in the caufe, have brought this trouble on my clients; for, when 
the fucceflion to a fortune of two talents had been fix times litigated, 
who did not ffiave his head ? Who did not put on mourning cloaths ? 
As if by a falfe fhow of forrow they were fure of fucceeding to the eftate. 
How many fi&itious kinfmen and felf-adopted fons laid claim to the 
goods of Nicoftratus ? Firft, one Demofthenes pretended to be his 
nephew; but, when he was confuted by the true heirs, he withdrew 
his demand. Telephus next afferted, that the deceafed had made a 
gift to him of all his property; but he too was very loon reduced to 
filence: then came Amyniades, bringing to the chief magiftrate a child 
not three ye<n* s old, as the fon of Nicoftratus, who for eleven years 
together had been abfent from Athens. Next, Pyrrhus of Lampra 


was 
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Laftly, Cranaus and Ctenas of Befa 

• • 


obtained judgment for one talent 


iven the fame fortune to him. 
with averting, that they had 
gain ft Nicoftratus j and, when 


they failed in their proof, had the impudence to declare that he had 
been their freedman. Thefe were the men, who firfl led their forces 
againft the pofieffions of Nicoftratus: Chariades was then at reft; but 
afterwards he both fet up a title for himfelf, and even produced his own 
child by a harlot, as the Ton of the deceafed, hoping either to be mafter 
of the eftate, or to procure for his baftard the freedom of the city; till 
perceiving, that he fhould be unable to prove him legitimate, he dis¬ 
continued the claim of the infant, and has put in ifl’ue his own right 
under a will. ^ 


It were much to be wilhed, judges, that every claimant of an eftate 
by gift or teftament, who fails in proving his title, fhould not pay the 
ordinary cofts of the fuit, but be amerced for the publick benefit to the 
full amount of the fortune which he falfely claimed ; for then, neither 
would the laws be defpifed, nor families infulted by thefe impoftors, 

'if 

nor fidtions invented about the dead: but, fince all ftrangers who pleafe 
may at no great expence difpute (jjie right of fncceftion to any eftate 
whatever, it behoves you to weigh the pretenfions of fuch men with a 
fcrupulous exadtnefs, and to let no exertion of your faculties be wantirfg 
in fuch a caufe. To me, indeed, it feems, that in fuits concerning 
wills, and in them only, greater ftrefs fhould be laid on cir^umftantial 
proof than on the potitive aflertion of witneftes; for when other inftru- 
ments are litigated, it is not always difficult to pr<»e a witnefs perjured, 
when he fwears in the lifetime and even in the prefence, as it often 
happens, of the fuppofed party to the deed; but when the validity of a 
will is in difpute, how can it be kftovvn that falfe evidence is given, 

uniefs 
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unlefs there be palpable contradi<5lions in it, when the teflator is no 
more, his family are uninformed of the t ran faction, and the mode of 
proof is by no means clear or convincing ? Let me add, judges, that 
the generality of teftators fay nothing to the witnefTes concerning what 
they have bequeathed, but call them only to attefl the Ample execution 
of the will: now it frequently happens, that the inftrument is altered, 
and a forged will fubftituted for the real one; while the witnefTes are 
ignorant whether that produced in the luit be the fame with that which 
they attefted. Since then even they, who were confeffedly prefent, arc 
liable to be deceived, how much more readily will they attempt to irn- 
pofe upon you, who know nothing of what palled ? But the law, 
judges, intends; that a will fhall be valid, not merely if it be executed, 
but if the teflator be of fottnd memory : 'you mull firfl, therefore, con- 
fider whether a will was made at all, and next whether the maker of it 
had his fenfes at the time; now, fiance we deny, that any fuch inftru- 
ment exifled, how can you enquire concerning the lanky of the teflator, 
before you are convinced, that he made his teflament ? Obferve there¬ 
fore the difficulty of difcovering, whether the claimants under a will 
have truth on their fide: but, as to thofe who claim by right of fuc- 
ceffion, in the firfl place no witnefTes need be called to fubflantiate that 
right, fince all agree, that the pofti^fions of the dead regularly devolve 
to their next of kin: befides, not only the laws concerning confangui- 
nity, but alfo thofe concerning the alienation of eflates, are favourable 
to kinfmen; for they fuffer no man to difpofe of his effects, who has 
loft his region either from age or ficknefs, or any of thofe infirmities, 
which, as you know, are incident to nature j but the nearefl relation of 
an inteflate, whatever%night have been the ftate of his faculties, has an 
undifputed title to his property. Add tc^this, that you muft eftablifh 
wills on the credit of witnefles, by whom you are liable to be deceived 
(for if none were to fwear falfely, there would be no profecutions for 

perjury). 



the other cafe you confide in none but yourfelves; 
•ns fucceed to eftates by laws, which yourfeives have 


To all this likewife we may add, that, if thofe who now claim under 
the will, had been undeniably friends to Nicoftratus, even that would 
not be conclufive in their favour ; but there would then have been a 
probable ground for fuppofing the teftament to be genuine ; fince per- 
fons, who have no affetfion for their kinfmen, have fometimes preferred 
to their neareft relations by blood thofe who were related to them only 
by friendlhip: but now we have fully evinced, that thefe claimants 
were neither friends noi^companions of the fuppofed teftator, nor even 
of the fame ftation with him in the army abroad.. 


■ 


Confider too another fait, which moft clearly proves the impudence 
of Chariadts ; for muft he not be fhamefully impudent, who neither 
carried out the body, nor collected the bones, after it was burned, of 
one who had left him a large eftate; but fuffered all this to be done by 
perfons wholly unconnected with him? and who, though he performed 
none of thefe holy rites enjoined by the laws, has the boldnefs to claim 
the pofi'effions of the deceafed j and, though he negleCted his duty, has 


not omitted even to lay hands on the goods of Nicoftratus? Nor will 

m • ■ 


he himlelf deny the greateft part of thefe charges: he will invent, no 
doubt, feme fine pretences and weighty reafons for his conduit; but, 
what juft excufe remains for a man, who plainly avows his offence ? 


By this time, judges, you muft be perfectly fenfible, that thefe men 
have no legal right to the fortune of Nicoftratus, but with to baffle you, 
and to deprive his near relations of that fuccefflon, which the laws have 
given them: nor has Chariades alone aCted thus, but many other falfe 

claimants 
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claimants have arifen -, and, indeed, when a mam dies in a foreign 
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country * numbers often claim his fortune, who were Grangers even to 
his perfon; for they think that, if they fucceed, they dull enjoy the 
property of others, and ihall not, if they fail of fuccefs, incur a confide-# 
rable lofs. In thefe cafes enow may be found, who will forfwear them- 
felves, and fuch evidence is in its nature very obfcure i in a word, there 
is a vaft difference between the claims of the legatee and the heir of 
the deceafed : you will fjrft, therefore, enquire, judges, whether a will 
aftually exifts; for of this both law and juftice require you to be cer¬ 
tain ; and now, fince you have no perfonal knowledge of the tranfaftion, 
and fince the witneffes to the pretended will were not friends to Nicof- 
tratus, hut ftrongly in the intereft of Chariadelf* who demands what he 
has no right to claim, what can be more juft than to give the goods of 
a coufin to bis obulins? whofe effects, had he furvived them, would have 
come to him, as their kinfmen in the fame degree ? 

Our adverfaries will perhaps affert, that Hagnon and Hagnotheus are 
not the coufins of Nicoftratus, fince the affociates are labouring to fup~ 
v port a man who claims as legatee. Why do they not rather lay claim 
to the eftate themfelves, as of kin to the deceafed ? Are they fa filly as 
to relinquifh fuch pofl’effions for the fake of eft abli filing a will, when 
by their own account it will be more advantageous for them, that the 
fortune of Nicoftratus fhould be decreed to my clients than to Cha- $ 

riades ? If my friends, who claim as kinfmen, take poffeftion of the 
eftate, it will at any future time be competent to the fupporters of our 
antagonift to prove, that they are more nearly related to Nicoftratus, 
and that he was the fon of Smicrus, not of Thrafymachus; but, fhould 
Chariades gain his caufe, no relation will ever be permitted to difturb 
him ; for what can the kindred of a man alledge againft him who claimed 
under a will, and for whom judgment has been given r 

Whatever 
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before you, who have proved, firft, that they 
eoufins of Nicoftratus, as children of his father’s brother; and 
that no disagreement ever fubfifted between tbflpn; next, that they fup- 
plied the charges of his funeral; that Chariades had no intimacy with 
him either here or in the army, and that the connection, on which 
he relies, is wholly fictitious. Independently too of thefe proofs, it 


will be right for you, judges, to conlider and weigh the qualities of 


the refpeCtive claimants. # Thrafippus, the father of Hagnon §nd Hag 
notheus, had often lerved your publick offices, contributed to your ex- 


pences, and been in all refpe&s a virtuous citizen; nor have his 
themfelves ever departed from their count& except 'hy your command; 
nor, while they hayed at home, have they been ufelefs to the city; but 
they exert themfelves in their military llation, bring their contributions 
with alacrity, difcharge every other part of their duty with faithfulnefs, 
and fet an example, as all Athens kno\$», of decency and moderation; 


fo that they were far worthier than Chariades to receive benefit from a 
will of Nicoftratus, for that fellow, foon after he came hither, was con- 


*vided of larceny, having been caught in the very ad, and committed by 
the magiftrates to prifon (whence he Was afterwards releafed) together 
with lome other felons, whom you publickly fentenced to an ignomi¬ 
nious death: afterwards being accufed, before the council, of fraudu¬ 
lent practices, he made default, and, having fled from juftice, was abfent 
from this city feventeen years, and continued abroad till the death of 
Nicoftratus ; nor has he at any time fought in your defence, or contri¬ 
buted to your fupplies, unlefs perhaps he has given a trifle fince the 
commencement of this fuit; but no other expence has he at any time 
fuftained for your advantage. With this difpofition, with this charac¬ 
ter, is he not contented with eluding the punifhment due to |ps crimes, 
but m ail he add to them fo audacious a •claim of what belongs to others ? 

Were 




v<, 


ON THE ESTATE OF K 


Were my clients, indeed, malevolent and bufy informers, or like too 
pnany dHtheir fellow-citizens, he would not, I imagine, be now con¬ 
tending for the property of Nicoftratus, but would be trembling at die 
confequences of a criminal profecution. Let fome other perfon, judges, 
draw the publick vengeance on his head : be it your care to protect 


thefe injured young men j and favour not thofe, who bafely grafp at the 


poflefllons of others, before the neareft relations, and, let me add, in fome 




meafure the benefactors of the deceafed; but calling to mind both the 
laws and your oaths, and reflecting on the evidence which we have laid 
before you, pronounce a fentence confident w$;h juftice and truth. 
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DlGiEOGENES, whofe eMe Is m difpute, had four fitters, all of whom were 
j married and had iffue. When he died without children, his uncle Proxenus 
j produced a will, by which the deceafed appeared to have left his coufin j 
1 Dicmogenes, one of the defendants, a third part of his effe&|, and the legacy 
was accordingly delivered } hut the .coufin, not fatisfied wfchi a jhaie, in- 
fitted that he had a right to the whole j and, having fet up another will in 
; lfis favour, obtained a decree by furpri^e, and took the remain,ting two thirds 
| from the fitters of the deofcafed. Afterwards the fons of thofc fifteis, being 
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I prepared with their evidence, dfipured the validity of t^’fecond will, and 
I! proved it to have been forced; upon vrifich Dicteogenes undertook to reftore 
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j the two thirds without diminu|k)ii, and one Leochares was his furety: hut 
| on theif . refufal to perform their prpmifc, the nepheWs of the elder Dic^o- 
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Menexenus and Others againjt Dkceogenes and Leochares. 

E had imagined, judges, that all agreements made in court con¬ 
cerning this difpute would have been fpecifieally performed; for, when 
Dicaeogenes difclaimed the remaining two thirds of this eitate, and was 
bound, together with his furety, to reftore them without any con tro¬ 
ve rfy, on the faith of this aiTurance we gave a releaie of our demands: 
but now, iince he refufes to perform his engagement, we bring our 
complaint, confofmably to the oath which we have taken, both again ft 
him and his furety Leochares. the oath. That we fwore truly, both 
Cephifodotus, who ftands near me, perfectly knows, and the evidence, 
which we (hall adduce, will clearly demonftrate. Read the depetitions, 
evidence. 


You have heard the testimony of thefe witnefTes and I am perfuaded, 
that even Leochares himfelf will not venture to aflert that they are per¬ 
jured } but he will have recoitrfe perhaps to this defence, that Dicajo- 
genes has fully performed his agreement, and that his own office of 
furety is completely fatisfied: if he alledge this, he will fpeak untruly, 
and will eafily be confuted ; for the clerk ftiall read to you a fchedule of 
all the effeds, which Dicaeogenes, the foil of Menexenus, left behind 
him, together with an inventory of thofe which the defendant unjuftly 
took } and, if he affirms, that our uncle neither had them in his life 
time, nor left them to us at his death, let him prove his aftertiJn ; or> 
if he infifts, that the goods were indeed ours, but that we had them 
reftored to us, let him call a ftngle witnefs to that fad ; as we have pro¬ 
duced evidence on our part, that Dicaeogenes promifed to give us back 

the 



and this we have fworn to be true* Let the oath again be 
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Now, judges, if the defendants intended only to clear themfelves of 
this charge, what has already been faid would be fufficient to enfure my 
fuccefs j but, fine# they are prepared to enter once more into the merits 
of the queftion concerning the inheritance, I am defirous to inform you 
on our fide of all the tranfa&ions in our family ; that, being apprized ol 
the truth, and not deluded by their artifices, you may give a fentence 
agreeable to reafon and juftice. 


Mi 




Menexeiius our grandfather had one fon named Dieasogenes, and four 
daughters, of whom Polyaratus my father married one ; another was 
tak|,n by Democles of Phrearrhi, a third by Cephifophon of Pseania ; and 
the fourth was efpoufed by Theopompus the father of Cephifodotus. 
Our uncle Dicaeogenes, having failed to Cnidos in the Parhalian galley, 
was fiain in a fea fight; and, as he left no children, Proxenus the de¬ 
fendant’s father brought a will to our parents, in which his fon was 
adopted by the deceafed, and appointed heir to a third part of his for¬ 
tune this part our parents, unable at that time to conteft the validity of 
the will, permitted him to take; and each of the daughters of Menexe- 
nus, as we fhall prove by the teftimony of perfons then prefent, had a 
decree for her (hare of the refidue. When they had thus divided the 
inheritance, and had bound themfelves by oath to acquiefce in the di- 
vifion, each perfon pofleffed his allotment for twelve years; in which 
time, though the courts were frequently open for the admmigration of 
juftice, not one of thefe men thought of alledging any unfairnefs in the 
tranfiidtion; until, when the ftate was afflicted with troubles and Sedi¬ 
tions, this Dicasogenes was perfuaded by Melas the Egyptian, to whom 

he 
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he ufed to fubmit on other occafions, to demand from us all our uncled 
fortune, and to aifert that he was appointed heir to the whole. When 
he began his litigation, we thought he was deprived of his fenfesj never 
imagining that the fame man, who at one time claimed as heir to a 
third part, and at another time as heir to the whole, could gain any 
credit before this tribunal; but when we came into court, although we 
urged more arguments than our adverfary, and (poke with judice on 
our fide, yet we loft our caufe ; not through any fault of the jury, but 
through the villainy of Melas and his a/Tociates, who, taking advantage 
of the publick diforders, a/fumed a power of feizing po/Te/IIons, to 
which they had no right, by /wearing falfely for each other: by fuch 
men therefore were the jury deceived; and we, overcome by this abo¬ 
minable iniquity, were dripped of our effefts ; for my father died not 

a ^ er tm ^> an{ ^ before he could profecute, as he intended, the 
perjured witne/fes of his antagonid. On the very day, when Dicjeogenes 
had thus infamoufly prevailed againd us, he eje&ed the daughter of 
Cephifophon, the niece of him who left the edate, from the portion 
allotted to her; took from the wife of Democles what her brother had 
given her as coheirefs; and deprived both the mother of Cephifodotus 
and the unfortunate youth himfelf of their whole fortune : of all thefe 
he was at the fame time guardian and fpoiler, next of kin, and cruelled 
enemy;, nor did the relation, which he bore them, excite in the lead 
degree his campaffion; but the unhappy orphans, deferted and indigent, 
became deftitute even of daily necelfaries. Such was the guardian- 
(hip of Dicaeogenes their neared kinfman t who gave to their avowed 
foes what their father Theopompus had left them, illegally po/fe/fed 
himfelf of the property which they had from their maternal uncle and 
their grandfather ; and (what was the mod open a<£t of cruelty) having 
purchafed the hou/q of their father and demoli/hed it, he dug up the 
ground on which it dood, and made that handfome garden for his own 
houfe in the City. Still further; although he receives an annual rent 

of 
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of eighty minas from the eftate of our uncle, yet fuch are his mfolence 
and profligacy, that he fent my coufin Cephifodotus to Corinth as a fer¬ 
tile attendant on his brother Harmodius; and adds to his othti injuries 
this cruel reproach, that he wears ragged clothes and coarie bufkins: but 
is not this unjuft, fince it was his own violence which reduced the boy/ 
to poverty ? 

On this point enough has been faid: I now return to the narration 
from which I have thus digrefled. Menexenus then, the fon of Cephi- 
fophon, and coufin both to this young man and to me, having a claim to 
an equal portion of the inheritance, began a profecution againft thofe 
who had perjured themfelves in the former caufe, and convidted Lycon, 
whom he firft brought to juftice, of having falfely fworn that our uncle, 
appointed this Dicseogenes heir to his whole eftate: when, therefore, 
this pretended heir was dil'appointed in his hopes of deluding you, he 
perfuaded Menexenus, who was adting both for our intereft and his 
own, to make a compromife, which, though I blulh to tell it, his 6afe- 
nefs compells me to difclofe. What was their agreement ? That 
Menexenus Ibould receive a competent ffiare o.f the effects on condition 
of his betraying us, and of releafing the other falfe witnefles, whom he 
had not yet convidled : thus, injured by our enemies and by our friends, 
we remained with filent indignation; but you fhall hear the whole 
tranfadlion from the mouth of witnefles. evidence. Nor did Menex¬ 
enus lofe the reward of his perfidy; for, when he had difinifled the 
perfons accufed and given up our caufe, he could not recover the pro- 
mifed bribe from his feducer, whofe deceit he fo highly refented, that 
he came over again to our fide. We therefore, juftly thinking that 
Dicasogenes had no right to any‘part of the inheritance, fince his prin¬ 
cipal witnefs had been adtually convidted of perjury, claimed the whole 
eftate as next of kin to the deceafed: nor will it be difficult to prove the 
juftice of our claim ; for, fince two wills had been produced, one ef an 
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third part of his fortune, which will Dicieogenes himfelf prevailed upon 


defendant heir to a 
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the jury to fet afide j and fince the fecond, under 





e, had been proved invalid by the conviction of the perjured wit- 
neffes, who fwore to its validity ; fince, I fay, both wills had been fhown 
to be forged, and no other teftament exifted, it was impoffible for any 
man to claim the property as heir by appointment, but the fillers of the 
deceafed, whofe daughters we married, were entitled to it as heirs by 
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Thefe reafons induced us to lue for the whole as next of kin, and 
each of us claimed a lhate j but when we were on the point of taking 
the ufual oaths on both fides, this Leochares put in a protellation, that 
the inheritance was not controvertible : to this protellation we took ex¬ 
ceptions, and having begun to profecute Leochares for perjury, we dif- 
contihued the former caufe. After we had appeared in court, and 
urged the fame arguments on which we have now infilled, and after 
Leochares had been very loquacious in making his defence, the judges 
were of opinion that he was perjured j and as foon as this appeared by 
the number of pellets, which were taken out of the urns, it is needlefs 
to inform you what entreaties he ufed both to the court and to us, or 
what an advantage we might then have taken; but attend to the agree¬ 
ment which we made. Upon our contenting that the Archon lliould 
mix the pellets together without counting them, Dicasogenes undertook 
to furrender two thirds of the inheritance, and to refign them without 
any difpute to the fillers of the deceaied; and for the full performance 
of this undertaking, Leochares was his furety, together with Mnefip- 
tolemus the Plotian ; all which my witneffes will prove, evidence. 
Although we had been thus injured by Leochares, and had it in our 
power, after he was convicted of perjury, to mark him with infamy, yet 


we 


after all this mildnefs and forbearance, we were deceived, judges, by 
thefe faithlefs men ; for neither has Dicasogenes reftored to us the two 
thirds of his eftate, conformably to his agreement in court nor will 
Leochares confefs that he was bound for the performance of that agree¬ 
ment. Now, if thefe promifes had not been made before five hundred 
jurymen and a croud of hearers, one cannot tell how far this denial 
might have availed him; but, to ihow how falfely they fpeak, I will 
call fome witneffes who were prefent both when Dicseogenes declaimed 
two thirds of the fucceffion, and undertook to reftore them undifputed 
to the filters of our uncle, and when Leochares engaged, that he fhould 
punctually perform what he had undertaken: to confirm his evidence, 
judges, we entreat you, if any of you were then in court, to recoiled! 
what palled, and, if our allegations are true, to give us the benefit of 
your teftimonyi for, if Dicaogenes fpeaks the truth, what advantage did 
we reap from gaijgjng the caijfe, or what inconvenience did he fuftain by 
lofing it ? If, as he alferts, he only difclaimed the two thirds, without 
agreeing to reftore them unencumbered, what has he loft by relinquilh- 
ing his prefent claim to an eftate, the value of which he has received ? 
For he was not in poflefiion of the two third parts, even before we fuc- 
ceeded in our fuit, but had either fold or mortgaged them ; it was his 
duty, however, to return the money to the purchafers, and to give us 
back our fhare of the land ; fince it was with a view to this, that we, 
not relying fingly upon his own engagement, infilled upon his finding a 
furety. Yet, except two fmall houfes without the walls of the city, 
and about fixty acres of land in the Plain, we have received no part of 
our inheritance j nor did we care to ejedt the purchafers of the reft, left 
we Ihould involve ourfelves in litigation; for when, by the advice of 
Dicaeogenes, and on his promife not to oppofe our title, we turned 
Mitio out of a bath, \vhich" he bad purchafed,. he brought an adtion 
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recede from an engagement fo folemnly made, afifured the court, 

too j 

that we would fuffer any evil, if Dicaeogenes fhould warrant the bath to 
Micro; not that we depended on his own word, but we cc 
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ould not con- 


mm 

ceive, that he would betray the fureties, who had undertaken for him; 
yet this very man, who diiavowed all pretenlions to thefe two thirds. 


and even now admits his difavowal, had the balenefs, when 


ts 

vouched by Micio, to acknowledge his warranty; whilft I, unhappy 
man, who had not recovered a particle of my lhare, was condemned to 


pay forty rninas for having oufted a fair purchafer, and left the court 
oppreffed by the inlults of this Dicaeogenes. To prove the tranfadtion, 
I fhall call my witnefles. evidence. ■ . 1 1’ 


Thus have we been injured, judges, by this man; whilft Leochares, 

J JO J 


who was bound for him, and has been the caufe of all our misfortunes, 
is confident enough to deny what has been-proved again!! him; becaufe 


his undertaking was not entered in the regifter of the court 


rt: now. 


judges, as we were then in great hafte, we had time to enter part only 
of what had been agreed on, and took care to provide faithful witnelfes 





of all the reft; but thefe men have a convenient fubterfuge: what is 
advantageous to them, they allow to be valid, although it he not. writ- 
ten, but deny the validity of what may be prejudicial to their interefts, 
unlefs it be in writing; nor I am furprized, that they refufe to perform 
their verbal promifes, fince they will not even adt conformably to their 
written agreements. That we fpeak truly, an undeniable proof {hail be 
produced: Dicaeogenes gave my lifter in marriage with a portion of 
forty minus to Protarchides of Potamos ; but, inftead of paying her for¬ 
tune in money, he gave her hufband a houfe which belonged to him in 
Ceramicus ; now fhe had the fame right with my mother to a lhare of 
this eftate j when Dicaeogenes, therefore, had refigned to the women 

two 




taken inrtead of the portion: Protarchid.es, whofe evidence you {hall 

r , 
now hear, confented ; but Leochares took pofieffion of his houfe, and 

never gave him any part of the allotment, evidence. 




As to the repairs of the bath, and the expenfes of building, Dicajo- 
genes has already faid, and will probably lay again, that we have not re- 
ini bur fed him, according to our engagement, for the fum which he 
expended on that account; for which reafon he cannot fatisfy his cre¬ 
ditors, nor'give us the {hares to which we arc entitled. To anfwer 
this, I mu ft inform you, that, when we compelled him in open court to 
difclaim this part of the inheritance, we permitted him, by the advice of 
the jury* to retain the profits of the eftate, which he had enjoyed fo 
long, by way of compenfation for his expenfes in repairs, and for his 
publick charges ; and fome time after, not by compulfion, but of our 
own free will, we gave him a houfe in the city, which we feparated 
from our own eftate, and added to his third part. This he had as an 
additional recompenfe for, the materials which he had bought for his 
building.; and he fold the houfe tcpPhilonicus for fifty minas ; nor did 
we make him this prefent as a reward of his probity, but as a proof that 
our own relations, how difhoneft foever, are not undervalued by us for 
the fake of lucre; and even before, when it was in our power to take 
ample revenge of him by depriving him of all his pofiefiions, we would 
not ad with the rigour of juftice, but were contented with obtaining a 
decree for part of our own property; whilft he, when he had procured 
an unjuft advantage over us, plundered us with all poflible violence, and 
now ftrives to ruin us, as if we were not his kinfinen, but his invete¬ 
rate foes. 
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We will now produce a ftriking inftance of our candour, and of his 
knavery. When, in the month of December, judges, the profecution 
againft Leochares was carried on with firmnefs, both he and Dicaeo- 
genes entreated me to poftpone the trial, and refer all matters in difpute 
to arbitration ; to which propofal, as if we had fuftained only a flight 
injury, we confented ; and four arbitrators were chofen, two by us, and 
as many by them : we then fwore, in their prefence, that we would 
abide by their award •, and they told us, that they would fettle our con- 
troverfy, if poflible, without being lworn but that, if they found it 
knpoffible to agree, they would fever ally declare upon oath what they 
thought the merits of the cafe . After they had interrogated us for a 
long time, and enquired minutely into the whole tranfa&ion, Diotimus 
and Melanopus, the two-arbitrators, whom we had brought, exprelfed 
their readinefs to make their award, either upon oath or otherwife, ac¬ 
cording to their opinion of the truth from the teftimony of both parties j 
but the other two, whom Leochares had chofen, refilled to join in any 
award at all; though one of them, Diopithes, was a kinfman of Leo- 
chares, and an enemy to me on account of fome former difputes, and 
his companion Demaratus was a brother of that Mnefiptolemus, whom 
I mentioned before, as one of the fureties for Dicieogenes ; thefe two 
declined giving any opinion, although they had obliged us to fwear that 
we would fubmit to their deciflon. evidence. 


It is abominable then, that Leochares Ihould requeft you to pronounce 
a fentence in his favour, which his own relation Diopithes refufed to 
pronounce ; and how can you, judges, with propriety decree for this 
man, when even his friends have virtually decreed againft him? For all 
thefe reafons I intreat you, unlefs you think my requeft inconiiftent 
with juftice, to decide this caufe againft Leochares. 


As 
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5 for Dicseogenes, he dderves neither y 
gent and unfortunate man, nor your indulg 
degree to the date: I fhall convince you, ju 
charaders belongs to him ; fhall prove him to be 
profligate citizen, and fhal.1 produce inftances of his bafe conduct towards 
his friends, his kinfmen, and the publick. Firfl, though he took from 
us an eftate, from which he annually received eighty min as, and though 
he enjoyed the profits of it for ten years, yet he is neither in pofleflion 
of the money, nbr will declare in what manner he has employed it. It 
is alfo worthy of your confederation, that, when he prefided over the 
games of his tribe at the feafl of Bacchus, he obtained only the fourth 
prize, and was the lafi of all in the theatrical exhibitions and the 
Pyrrhick dances; thefe were the only offices that he has ferved, and 
thefe too by compulfion ; and fee how liberally he behaved with fo 
large an income I Let me add, that. In a time of the greatefl puh- 
lick calamity, when fo many citizens furniihed veffels of war, he would 
not equip a Angle galley at his own expenfe, nor even joined with 
another ; whilil others, whofe entire fortune was not equal to his yearly 
rents, bore that expenfive office with alacrity: he ought to have re¬ 
membered, that it was not his father who gave him his eftate; but 
you, judges, who eflablifhed it by your decree ; fo that, even if he had 
not been a citizen, gratitude ihould have prompted him to confult the 
welfare of the city. 



Again; when contributions were continually brought by all w'ho 
loved their country, to fupport the war and provide for the fafety of 
the date, nothing came from Dicseogenes: when Lechseum indeed was 
taken, and when he was prefled by others to contribute, he promifed 
publickly, that he would give three minas, a fum lefs than that which 
Cleonymus the Cretan voluntarily offered: yet even this promife lie 
never performed ; hut his name was hung up on the ftatues of the 
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1,1 A mi, with an inscription, alTerting, to his eternal dishonour, that he 
not paid the contribution, which he promifed in publick, for his 
rvice. Who now can wonder, judges, that he deceived 
ivate individual, when he lb notorioully deluded you all in your 
affembly ? Of this tranfaition you lhall now hear the proofs. 

Mv- ' 


yp,: i vw ;/ «»• imw&mi.m 

' , ): 'V i 

•too -.V ; 1 


life 




■Jmmumssummumm 






8SSSWM imM, 





Such and fo fplendid have been the lervices which Dicaeogenes, pof- 
feffed.of fo large a fortune, has performed for the city ! You perceive, 
too, in what manner he conduits himfelf towards his relations ; feme of 
whom he has deprived, as far as he was able, of their property; others 
he has bafely negleited, and forced, through the want of mere necefla- 
ries, to enter into the feryice of feme foreign power. All Athens law 
his mother fitting in the temple of Ilithyia, and heard her accufe him of 
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a crime, which I blufh to relate, but which he blulhed not to commit. 
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As to his friends, he has now incurred the violent hatred of Melas the 
Egyptian, who had been fond of him from his early youth, by refilling- 
to pay him a fum of money, which he had borrowed: his other com¬ 
panions he has either defrauded of Turns, which they lent him, or has 
failed to perform his promife of giving them part of his plunder, if he 
fucceeded in his caufo. 
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Yet cur ancestors, judges, who iirft acquired this eftate, and left it to 
their defeendants, conducted all the publick games, contributed liberally 
towards the expenfe of the war, and continually had the command of 
gallies, which they equipped: of thefe noble aits the prefents, with 
which they were able, from what remained of their fortune after their 
neceffary charges, to decorate the temples, are no lefs undeniable proofs, 
than they are lalting monuments of their virtue $ for they dedicated to 
Bacchus the tripods, which they won by their magnificence in their 
games; they gave new ornaments to-the temple of the Pythian Apollo; 

and 






of the (late, or of your friends; fince it is apparent, that no part of it 
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has been employed for thofe purpofes : not in breeding fine horfc 
thou never waft in pofleifion of a horfe worth more than 


not in chariots j for, with fo many farms and fo great a 


is: 

„_ou 

never hadft a ftngle carriage even drawn by mules: nor haft; thou 
redeemed any citizen from captivity ; nor haft thou conveyed to 
citadel thofe ftatues, which Menexenus had ordered to be made 1 
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price of three talents, but was prevented by his death from confecrat- 
ing in the temple; and, through thy avarice, they lie to this day in the 
fhop of the ftatuary: thus haft thou prefumed to claim an eftate, to 
which thou hadft no colour of right, and haft not reftored to the gods 




the ftatues, which were truly their own. On what 
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genes, canft thou a Ik the jury to give a fentence in thy favour ? Is it 
becaufe thou haft frequently ferved the publick offices ; expended large 
fums of money to make the city more refpedtable, and greatly benefited 
the ftate by contributing bountifully towards fupporting the war? No¬ 
thing of this fort can be alledged with truth. Is it becaufe thou art 
a valiant foldier ? But thou never once couldft be perfuaded to ferve in 
fo violent and fo formidable a war, in which even the Olynthians and 

the 
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Perhaps, the dignity of thy anceftors, who flew the tyrant, imbolderjs 
thee to triumph over us: as for them, indeed, I honour and applaud 
them, but cannot think that a fpark of their virtue animates thy 
bofom ; for thou, haft preferred the plunder of our inheritance to the 
glory of being their defcendant, and wouldft rather be called the fon of 
Dica?ogeoes than of Harmodius; not regarding the right of being en¬ 
tertained in the Piytaneum, nor fetting any value on the precedence 
and immunities which the pofterity of thofe heroes enjoy: yet it was 
not for noble birth, that Harmodius and Ariftogiton were fo tranfcend- 
ently honoured, but for their valour and probity ; of which thou, 
Dicaeogenes, haft: not the fmalleft (hare. , . 
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be fon of Phanoftratus and his younger After, depofited his wi 
iereas, his elder filter's hufbaud* and died in the lifetime of his f 
hen he alfo was dead, 

mg to law; and, when one Androcles protefted that th< 
be the fubjeft of litigation, beeaufc Eu&ernon had left t\ 

Antidorus and another, the friends of Chasreftratus excej 
teftation, averring that both Antidorus and his 
i relying upon the law of Solon, which expfefslj 
ether male or female, fhould not inherit: the cii 
intain the affirmative in two iflfues 5 in one, th 

tratus; in another,, that Antidorus was a baftard. 
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HAT I am intimately connected, judges, with Phanoftratus, and 
with Chrereftratus, who now appears before you, many of you, I be¬ 
lieve, perfectly know : but thofe, who are unacquainted with our friend- 
fbip, (hall hear how ftxorig a proof I gave of it j for, when Meneftratus 
failed to Sicily frith the naval command, I, who had before been on a 
flmilar expedition, forefaw all the perils which enfued; yet, at the re- 
queft of thefe dear friends-, I was the companion both of their voyage 
ana of their misfortunes: now I fliould ad moft abfurdly, if I volun¬ 
tarily expofed myfelf to fuch imminent danger, becaufe I was conneded 
with them and valued that connedion, but fliould now decline the talk 
‘of fpeaklng for them, that you may decide their caufe agreeably to 
your oaths, and that they may obtain complete juftice from your verdid. 
I intreat you therefore to indulge me with your favour, and to hear me 
with benevolence $ for this is no trifling conteft, but a queftion of the 
higheft importance to the happinefs of my friends. 


Philodemon of Cephilia, the fon of Eudemon, had fo great a re¬ 
gard for Chsereftratus, that he adopted him by will and appointed him 
fucceflbr to his eftate : when, therefore, Chareftratus claimed his fuc- 
ceflion in due form (at which time any Athenian had a right to fet up an 
adverfe claim in a dired courfe of law, and, if he could prove a better 
title, would have enjoyed the fortune) this Androcles, inftead of bring¬ 
ing a fair and regular adion, entered a proteftation that the eftate was not 
liable to controverfy, intending to prevent my friend from fupporting 
his claim, and you from determining who is the rightful heir of Philoc- 
yv*’f m? temon: 



Of the many audacious falfities, which the protection of Androcles 
contains, that concerning the will fhall be firC confuted j and I will 

* O . 

r that Philoftemon made a will, but that he appointed 


Chasreftratus to be his fon and fucceflor ; for, as he had no children, by 
his wife, as the war was carried on with violence, and as his frequent 
expeditions both by land, and fea expofed him to continual danger, he 
refolved, left his inheritance fhould become defolate for want of an heir, 
to nominate one by his will: his two brothers had both died chiidicfs j 
and one of his lifters, who had been many years married to Chereas, 
had borne him no male child; but his other lifter, the wife of my 
friend Phanoftratus, had two fons, the elder of whom, Chsereftratus, h# 
adopted as his own, and declared in his teftament, that, if his wife was 
not delivered of a fon, Chaireftratus Ihould have his eftate. This will, 
which he depoftted with his brother-in-law Ch&reas, ihalj. now be read 
to you ; and then attend to the witneiles who were prefent at the exe¬ 
cution of it. THE WILL. EVIDENCE 




You have heard the proof of his will, and haye obferved how his 
eftate is given by it to my client: now to prove that he had a power of 
•raking fuch a teftamentary difp ofition, the law itfelf fhall be pro¬ 
duced, from which yen will ealily perceive the juftice of the whole 
tranfadlion. the law. f 


This law, judges, which equally binds us all, permits every man, 
who has no legitimate children, to difpofe by will of his property, 
vol. iv. o unlefs 
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diforder, or by any of the 
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that Philodemon had 
not one of thefe infirmities, I will in few words deqaonftrate; for what 
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i can have the hardinefs to impeach the underftanding of fo excel- 
ent a citizen, who, while he lived, received the higheft honours from 
you, was advanced to the moll important offices, and died in battle 
againft your enemies ? That he made his will then in his perfect 
fenfes, as the law permitted him, you have heard clearly proved ; fo 
that on this head the falfe afiertions of Androcles are apparent: Mi, as 
he has protected alfo that Antidorus was the legitimate fon of Eudemon, 
this too I will fhow to be untrue. 


Eudemon, judges, had no other fons than Philodemon, Ergamenes, 
and Hegemon ; he had alfo two daughters; and their mother was the 
daughter of Mixiades the Cephilian : thefe are known to all his ac¬ 
quaintance, to thole of the fame ward, and to many of the fame 
thorough, as they will prefently give in evidence; but, that he ever 
married another woman, of whom Antidorus was born, no man can 
pretend to know or ever to have heard in the lifetime of Eudemon. 
The relations of the family mull have known all that palled, and 
we may fuppofe them to be the moll credible witneiTes: call them, 
therefore, firlt; and then read the depoiitions ofathers, witnesses 
and depositions. 
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Yet further*. I will convince you, that our opponents themfelves 
have in fad given the fame evidence; for, at the examination before 
the Archon, when they depofited the Hated fu.m, and contended that 
thefe young men were the legitimate fons of Eudemon, being a Deed by 
us, who was their mother, and whole daughter fhe was, they were un¬ 
able to inform us, though we protelled againll their allegation, and the 
Archon prefled them to anfwer, as the law required. Could they, 

indeed, 





could i 

one of her relations ? 

“tending, that the was a Lemnian; but, when they came 
afterwards to be re-examined, they faid, before any queftion was pro- 
1, that the mother of the young men was Callippe, the daughter of 
Piftoxenus,; thinking it fufficient to pronounce a name, which 
probably invented: when we afked who this Piltoxenus was, and 
ther he was living or not, they anfwered, that he died f 
and left his only daughter to the care of Euctemon, to 
was her guardian as well as hulband, fhe bore thefe tw 
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audacious affertion, and palpable fi&ion ! as I will prove to you by their 
very anfwers at the examination; for two and fifty years hate elapfed 
from the Archonlhip of Arimneftus, when our armament embarked for 
Sicily, and the elder, of thefe youths, whom they pretend to be the fons 
of Eudemon and Callippe, has not palled his twentieth year: if then 
we deduct his age from the time fince the Sicilian expedition, there re¬ 
main above thirty years ; fo that Callippe could neither be in ward at 
that age, nor could Ihe have remained fo long unmarried and childlefs, 
but mull have had a hulband either by the authority of a guardian, or 
by an adjudication of the court. Beiides, Ihe mull have been known 
by the friends of Eudemon, and by his fervants, if (lie really was mar¬ 
ried to him and lived fo many years in his houfe ; for it is not enough 
to produce mere names at an examination, but it is necellary to fhow 
that the perfons actually exilled, and to prove their exillence by the 
tellimony of thofe who were conneded with them : yet whfn we chal¬ 
lenged them to fuminon any of Eudemon’s friends, who knew that 
fuch a woman as Callippe lived with him or was his ward, and urged 
them to decide the controverfy by the evidence of fuch domellicks as 
were Hill alive, or to deliver up to us any of their Haves, who might be 
compelled to difclofe what they remembered of the tranfadion, they 

would 




hallenges. answer, depositions, challenges. 

ive a mode of proof have they declined; but it lhall be my 
inform you, who this woman and her children are, and to de~ 
to you thofe, who have declared them to be legitimate, and are 
procure for them the inheritance of Eudtemon. It may per- 
pleafant to Phanofiratus, to hear the misfortunes of his father- 
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to the court; but it is expedient to lay a few won 
when you are apprized of the truth, you 
to juftice. , 
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Eudtemon lived fix and ninety years, the s greater part of which time 
he paired with apparent profperity; for he had an affluent fortune, a 
wife and hopeful children, with other ingredients of happinefs; but in 
his advanced age he met with no fmall calamity, which threw his whole 
family into diforder, confirmed a great part of his efiate, and occafioned 
a diflenfion between him and his moil intimate friends: what was the 
jfource of this evil, and in what manner it happened, I will explain as 
concifely as I am able. 


He had a freed woman, who inhabited a houfe of his in the Piraeus, 
where (he kept feveral female ilaves, and among them one named Alee, 
whom, I fancy, moil of you know: after this Alee had been bought, 
fhe lived many years in that houfe, but, when ihe grew older, was re¬ 
moved from it. While fiie continued there, one Dio, a freedman, was 
connected with her, and bv him, as file herfelf declared, fine became the 
mother of thefe two young men, whom Dio educated as his own ; tiL 
having committed a great mifdemeanor, and fearing a profecution, he 
flole away to Sicyoa : after which Eudtemon gave Alee the care of his 

' •; '’5- houfe 




confiderable part of hi9 time in'that houfe, and even Xometimes fat. at 
table with the woman, having left his wife and children in the houfe, 
which he ufually inhabited j. and, though his family were highly dii- 
pleafed, yet he perfifted in his courfe, and fpent his whole time with 
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Alee, having either by poifop, or by diforder, or by fome other infirmity, 
fo totally loft his underftanding, that he was perfuaded by her to offer 
the elder of her two boys to the men of his ward under his own name ; 
but when Philodtemon oppofed his admifiion, and the members of the 
ward refufed to admit him, or to accept of the yidtim ufually given on 
fitch occafions, the old man, being enraged againft his fon, and defiriftg 
to diftrefs him, made a propofal of marriage to the fifter of Demaerates 
the Aphidnean, with an intent to educate and adopt her children as his 
own, if Philodtemon would not conferit to have the other admitted: 
upon which his relations, knowing that he could have no more children 
at his age, but that fuppofititious fonts might be produced, Which Would 
raife ftill more violent animofities, advifed PhilOcftemon, judges, to give 
his confent that his father fhould introduce the boy to the ward, as lie 
defired, and allot a farm for his fiipport. In this advice Philodtemon 
acquiefced, heartily afhamed of his father's dotage, but not knowing 
how elfe to fecure himfelf from the calamity which threatened him: 
when therefore an agreement was made to that effedt, and the boy was 
admitted as a member of the ward, Eudternon dropped his projedt of 
marrying, by which he fhowed that his defign had not been formed with 
a view to having children of his own, but for the fake of admitting the 
baftard of his miftrefs ; for what occafion, judges, had he to marry, if, 
as they infift, he had ions born in wedlock with a citizen of Athens ? 
Who cotfid have prevented his admitting them to their freedom ? Why 
fhould he introduce them upon certain conditions, when the law had 

ordained. 
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ordained, that all children., begotten in matrimony, 
equal fliare of their paternal fortune ? Or why, laftly, < 
his ward the elder only or 




die 


be 

m 


Or why, laftly, c 
s, and pay no regard to the 

whom from the-day of his birth he had not mentioned either to F 

lodernon whilft he was alive, or to any of his friends ? Thefe are 

men, Androcles, whom you have averred, in your proteftation, to 1 

the legitimate tons of Eudemon. Now, to prove the truth 
. ° 1 
afiertions, let the. depofitions be read, depositions. 

After this tranfadion Philodemon was (lain at Chios in a naval en- 
gagement, in which he had the command of a galley; and Eudemon 
declared, in open court, that he was defirous of recording his agreement 
with his fori ; at the fame time Phanoftratus, accompanied by his kinf- 
man Chasreas, was on the point of failing with the fleet, which Timo- 
theus conduced j and the veftel, wjr’ch he commanded, was juft weigh- 


friends, and, having written a will declaratory of the conditions on 
which he adopted this Antidorus, he depoftted the inftrument with his 
relation Pythodorus of Cephifla. Now, that he afted in this manner, 
not as if he had legitimate children, both Androcles has proved, and the 
fad itfelf iuflieiently demonftrates j for no man bequeaths any thing as 
a legacy to his own Ions, fince the law gives every ion the pofteftlons of 
his father, and permits not any man, who has children begotten in wed¬ 
lock, to difpofe of his eftate by will. 

When the writing had lain almoft two years with Pythodorus, and 
Chaereas in the mean time was dead, thefe aflociates, being fubiervient 
to the inclinations of Alee, perceiving the property of Eudemon to be 
continually wafted, and c oncluding from his dotage, that a fair oppor¬ 
tunity prefented itfelf, began their attack in concertj and firft they pre¬ 
vailed with Eudemon to revoke his will, as difadvantageous to the boys ; 

becaufe 




tred for it, the adopted foil ; 

. the money. The old man, 
his will of Pythodorus, and mltituted a luit tor the pro 
when Pythodorus, therefore, appeared before the Archon, Eudemon de¬ 
clared that he wiftied to cancel his will; and his kinfman allured both 
him, and Phanoftratus who was prefent, that he did not oppofe his in¬ 
tention, but, as Chaereas, who had joined with Eudemon in depoliting 
the will, had left a daughter, he thought it proper to defer the revoca¬ 
tion of it till die could give her confent, and have a hulband or guar¬ 
dian who might confirm her ad : as the Archon was of the fame opinion, 
Eudemon, having made a declaration before the magiftrate and his 
afielfors, in the hearing of many witnefies whom he called, that his 
teftament was no longer valid, left the court. 


Soon after this they proceeded to thojfe ads, with a view to which 
they had perfuaded him to refcind his will: they fold the Athmonian 
eftate for feventy-five minas to Antiphanes ; the Serangian bath to 
Arifiolochus for thirty $ and the houfe in the city, which had been 
mortgaged for four and forty minas, they conveyed to the hierophant: 
next they difpofed of his goats, together with the goatherd, for thirteen 
minas; and two carriages to be drawn by mules, one for eight minas, 
and the other for five and a half; not omitting any of the Haves, who 
worked for his benefit. The fum, which they colleded from the fale 
of thefe effeds very foon after the death of Philodernon, amounted to 
more than three talents. I will now call witnefies, who will fwear to 
the truth of all my afiertions. e vidence. 


Thus were thefe pofieflions aliened: the deftrudion of the reft they 
foon meditated, and contrived for that purpofe the moil infamous artifice. 
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announced the two boys to the Arehon as having been adopted 


fx 


two deceafed foils of Eudemon; and, feigning thernfelves to be 




yHWpf ij 

SwJHEll 


ilfilf 


guardians, petitioned the magiftrate that the lands and houfos of thofe or¬ 
phans might be expofed to auction, io that fome part of their eftate might 
be let, and fome of it pledged as a fecurity for the rents j that the latter 
might be diftinguifhed by columns and infcriptions, and that they them- 
felves, while Eudemon was alive, might receive the profits. As foon. 
therefore as the courts were full, the magiftfatf^ufed the audion to be 
proclaimed, and a party of thefe conipirators began to bid for the lots; 
when fome, who were prefent, ran to inform our friends of the con¬ 
trivance, and they, coming without delay, apprized the judges of the 
whole tranladion: upon this the court would not fuller the houfes to be 


let; but, if the fcheme had not been deteded, the whole eftate would 


have been loft. Call thofe who were witneftes of this affair, evidence. 
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Before thefe men were conneded with this artful woman, and, in 
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eonjundion with her, confpired againft Eudemon, he poffeffed fo large 
an eftate, that both he and his fon Philodempn filled the mod expen- 1 
five offices for your fervice, and were fo Far from aliening their ancient 
poffeftions, that they were continually making new purchafes with the 
money, which they had faved; but, when Philodemon died, fuch was 
the diforder which prevailed, that not half of his former eftate remained, 
and the rents were all extinguiffied. Nor were they fatisfied, judges, 
with confumin'g this property } but, as foon as Eudemon was dead, and 
his body was lying in the houfe, they were audacious enough to detain 
the fervants with them, that his death might not be mentioned to his 
daughters, or to his widow, or to any of his relations; while they, 
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\ veyed them to the houfe next adjoining, Phanoftratus and his companions 
■ /• thought it necefiary to- make a legal enquiry into the robbery, and de~ 


• • manded the flaves, who had carried the goods, to be delivered up to 

h them; but the contrivers of the mifchief would not conferit tO tHi4 ad 
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pfjulUce. In confirmation'of my narrative, read thefe d ions, and 
this inventory of the goods which were removed, deposit ions, in- ' 
B ventory. Thus having conveyed fo many valuable effects from the 
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due in. fo long an interval, they imagine that they ihall be mailers 
of the whole; and to fuch a height of confidence have they advanced, 
though they dur.fr not meet us in a dired form of action, that they 
have averred the legitimacy of our two opponents by way of protefta- 
tion; not confidering, that they fpeak both falfely and iuconfiifently 
with their previous conductfince, when they appeared before the 
; Archon, they fiyled one of them the adopted fon of Philodemon, 
and the other of Ergamenes, whereas they now protefl them both to 
be the fons of Eudemon: yet had they been lawfully begotten, and 
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had they been adopted, as they firft alledged, not even then could they 
have been called the fons of Eudtemon ; for the law forbids a fon by 
adoption to return into the family, from which he was emancipated, 
unlefs he leave a legitimate fon of his own in the family which adopted 
him; fo that, even from their own behaviour, it is manifeft, that their 
evidence Is fa lie. If they had then completed their lcheme of letting 


the houfes, my clients would now be precluded from afterting their 
right; but as the judges declared that it was not their bulinefs to let 


them, tbefe men have not ventured to difpute our title in a regular 
courfe of law, but have protefted, with excefiive audacity, that the very 
per fon« whole claim you rejedted were lawful heirs to the c/late. Ob- 
ferve too the afliirance of Androcles, who fir ft claimed for himfelf the 
daughter of Eudtemon, as if the had been the heirefs, and Infilled on 
his right to a fifth part ol the property, as if it had been liable to 
litigation, yet has now averred that Eudtemon -left a legitimate fon. 
Has he not by this clearly convidted himfelf of having given falfe 
evidence ? He certainly has; for had a Ion of Eudtemon begotten int 
wedlock been living, his daughter could not have been heirefs, nor 
could the eftate have been open to controverly: to prove that he 
firft made fuch a claim, thefe depofitions lhall be read to you. evi¬ 
dence. y' : g' •' V-'v 


The very reverie, therefore, has now happened of that which the 
law’ ordains; for it is enadted, that, from the Archonlhip of Euclid, 
no male or female baftard (hall have any right of confanguinity either 
in civil or facr<ed matters: but Androcles and Antidorus think them- 
felyes entitled to ftrip the daughters of Eudtemon and their fons of their 
inheritance, and to feize the polTcftions both of him and of Philodtemon; 
while this woman, who impaired Eudtemon’s underftanding, and has 
poftefled heiTeif of fo vail a fum, has infolence enough, through their 
perfuafion, not only to undervalue her late mailer’s friends, but even to 
treat the whole city with contempt. A tingle circumftance, which you 



now a widow, fhould be at their difpofal, ei 
to any man, whom they chufe, or to grow 
or whether the ought not, as a legitimate da _ 
yourfelves as your wifdom fhall dired: on this point 
ment now be given, for to this dangerous crifis are my 
by the protection. Should thefe confederates fail of iuccels in the 
prefent conteft, and fhould the eiftate be declared open to controver 
they may again bring the queftion before you in another adion: yet 
a will was made by Philodemon, which he had no power to mak 
power ought now to have been difputed; but, if he undeniably had 
fuch a right, and the fad only of his having deviled his property be de¬ 
nied, they fhould not have oppofed our claim by this collateral mode of 
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litigation, but fhould have brought the matter in due form to a regular 
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At prefej.it, what 

teftimony to be falfe, than by interrogating him thus ? V 

odes, do you know, that Philodtemori neither made a i 
v 
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ited Chsereilratus ? .For it is reafonable* judges, that a man (lieu 
give evidence of thole tranfadlions of which he was eye witnefs, or he 
may on feme occasions even repeat what he has heard from others, 
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lit, audacious as he is, he will not 
hilodemon's company, and knew 
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affert, that he was perpetually in Philoctemon’s company, and knew 
every a&ion of his life $ for of all men living the deceafed abhorred hint 
moll, both for his general improbity, and becaufe he alone of all his re¬ 
lations confpired with Alee to embezzle the goods of Eudtemon, and 
a&ed in concert with her in the manner before deferibed, ||||p 

Above all it mull necedarily move our indignation, that they fhould 
fo impudently abufe the name of Eudemon, the grandfather of Chasref- 
tratus for if, as they alledge, Philodtemon had no power 
heir, and if the eflate was Eudemon’s, is it not more jufl t 
fedions fhould be inherited by his daughters, who were indifput: 
legitimate, and by us, who are their fans, than by men 
relation to him, and who are confuted not only by our arguments, but alfb 
by the conduit of thefe provident guardians? This, judges* I fuppli- , ; . 

cate and adjure you particularly to remember, as I before related it, and 
a you have it in evidence: that Androcles firfl declared himfelf their ' \" 
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guardian, as if they were the legitimate Ions of Eudlemon, and then 


claimed for his own ufe the property of their fuppofed father : now, in . 
the name of the immortal gods, is it not abominable, judges, that, if 
thefe men be legitimate, their guardian fhould claim for himfelf both 


their fortune and the daughter of the deceafed Eudlemon, as if die was 
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greffions, believing that, if he wholly omits the material heads of argu ¬ 
ment, or very {lightly touches them, but pours forth his abate againft 
us with a. loud voice, and exclaims that my clients are rich, w hi 1ft he is 
indigent, it will inftantly appear to you, that the children were legiti¬ 
mate, Nov/ my clients, judges,, have fpent a greater part of their for¬ 
tune in the fertile of the ftate, than for their own advantage: ieven 
times has Phanoftrattis equipped a galley ; he has ferved all the publick 
offices, and obtained many honours for the magnificence of his ffiows 
Chtereftratus too, when he was very young, iurniilied a veftel at his 
own expence; tince which time he has conduced the theatrical enter¬ 
tainments, and predded over the. exercifes at the feftival of Torches. 
Both of them have brought their contributions among the citizens of 
the riche ft clafs; hitherto they have ferved together, and now the 
youngpr of the brothers conducts the chorus in the tragedies, has been 
enrolled among the three hundred, and contributes his (hare to defray 
the publick charges; fo that my friends ought not to be envied; but 
tliefe aifibciates themfelves, 1 fwear by Jupiter and Apollo, will be far 
jufter objects of envy, if they obtain what they have no right to claim; 
for, fhould the fortune of Philodtcmon be decreed to Chaereftratus, lie 
will difpenfe it liberally for your benefit; and, as he has hitherto done, 
or even with greater alacrity, will fuftain every burden, which you 
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n by disputing it, and end with claiming again the 
er perfon. I therefore entreat you, judges, left you 
jr tbefe confederates, to pay a fcrupulotts attention 
proteftation, concerning which you are now to decide ; and 
and them to make their defence confident with that writing, as 
have opened our charge in conformity to it: they have there averred, 
bat Pbilodemon neither aliened nor deviled his eftate, which averment 
has been proved falfe j for we have £hown that he both made a will and 
dlfpofed of his fortune, as thole, who were prefent at the tranfadion, 
have teftified. What elfe have they afierted ? That Pbilodemon died, 
without children—yet how can a man be faid to have died childlefs, who 
had adopted his nephew as his fon, to whom the law gives his inheri¬ 
tance as regularly as if he were an immediate descendant ? And it is 
exprefsly ordained, that, if a man having a fon by adoption, has after¬ 
wards another child, both of them fhall equally inherit his pofieffions.. 
Let him demonftrate, therefore, the legitimacy of thefe children, as each 
of you can demonftrate his own : for this is not proved by mentioning 
the mother’s name, but by declaring the truth, by producing the relations, 
and thole who know that Ihe was married to Eudemon ; by examining 
the members of the fame borough*and ward, if they have at any time 
heard, or can fay from their own knowledge, that he 'was at any publick 
expenie on her account ; by informing you where Hie was buried, where 
her monument Hands, and where her children, who Survived her, ftill 
perform facred rites ; by lhowing, laftly, who faw fuch rites performed 
by Eudemon, and who, either among the Servants or among the citi¬ 
zens in general, knows any of thefe tranfa&ions. All this would be a 
proof, but mere invedive is none j and, if you compel my antagonift, 
judges, to prove the very fads, which he has averted to be true, you 
will make a pious decree according to the laws, and my clients will ob¬ 
tain fubftantial juftice. di 1 
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THiERE were three brothers', Eupblis, Thrafyllus/and Mnefon; the youngefl 

of whom died without iffue ; the (econd left a fohjiarrfed Apo mus 

v ljupolis, thelurvivingbrother, was appointed guardian to his nephew, anc 

& two daughters living, one ofwhoni was married to uEfchihes, the other 

t<j> Pronapis, the complainant in this came. 

! | ... - 
The widow of Thrafyllus married Archedamus, who, perceiving . 

poilodorus, his wife’s fon, was injured by his guardian, aiMed him in ap¬ 
plying to a court of juftice, and obtained redrefs for hrm in two actions. 
This Arcbedamus had a daughter by the mother of Apollodorus, and that 
daughter, who married Lacratides, had a fon, whom Apollodorus, 
death of his own fon, adopted in his lifetime and caufed to be rei ’ ~ 
the books of his kindred and ward by the name of Thrafyllus. 
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APOLLODORUS died 5 and Pronapis, in right of his wife, clai 
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elate of the deceafed, alledging that Thrafy llus was not. entered in the re- 


16 


gliter according to the true intent of his uncle, but that the adoption was a 
lere fifrion and artifice. 
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(The caufe is, in the language of ihe Ancients, conje6tural; or, in the 
d|de£t of our bar, it is an iffye, " Whether Thrafyllus was really adopted 
Apollodoj'u^, or pot.” ‘ f / 
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; Tbrafylhis againji Pronopiu : ',r 

gine, judges, that/ach adoptions as were made by a man in 
ed fenfes, who had- conducted his adopted fon to the fhrine of 
his anceftors, had pro fen ted mm to his kinfmen, had mlerted ms name 
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iii their commor/legifler, and had performed In oerfon all the ulual 
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ceremonies/were not ta. be controverted m,a court of jultice ;• but that, •,/ . . 

if a man, apprehenfive of Ms approaching end, had bequeathed his 
©Abate to another, had feafod his teftament, and committed it to the care 


of a.friend, the validity of his will might afterwards be jullly disputed ; 


is 
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manifefted, and the whole traniadion made valid by the law, while the 
intention of a collator, being more feerctiy and obfeurely exprefTed, is 
liable to fiilpicion- j whence many have contended againil the claim¬ 


ants under a will, that the inftrument it-felf was forged and void: but 
l now perceive this diftindion to be of little avail; for, though my 


adoption was a fact of general notoriety, yet the daughter of Eupplis \ 
with her hufband and their advocates come to conteft my right to the 
poffeffions of Apollodortis. 


Now had I oblerved, that you were better pleafed with the oblique 

form of a proteftation than with a dired courife of proceeding, 1 could 

have produced witnefles to prove that my right was inconteftable ^ be- 

, .. ,, , , 


caufe I am the fon of the deceafed' by a regular adoption; but as 


by this method, I come to inform you of the> whole traniadion, axid- 


I am fenfible that the true merits of .the caufe cannot be known 
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ihali thus preclude them from the power of imputing to me an unwil- 
lin-mefs to meet them dn the faired ground; I will demohftrate'then, 
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vith a benevolent hearing; 
, if I convince you, that thefe alfociates have molt audacioully 
claimed an ellate to which they have no colour of title, affi.il me in 
obtaining jultice: I will fpeak as concifely as I am able, in relating the 
whole affair from the beginning of it. 

Eupolis, judges, Thralyllus, and Mnefon, had the fame father and 
mother; and their patrimony, which they divided equally among them- 
felves, was fo confiderable, that each of them was appointed by you to 
fill the molt expenfive offices: two of thefe brothers perifhed nearly 
at the fame time; Mnefon died in the city, unmarried and childlefs; 
and Thfhfyllus, whofe fon Apollodorus afterwards adopted me, fell in 
the Sicilian expedition, in which he had been elected to command one 
of our gallies. The furviving brother, Eupolis, feized for his own ufe 
no fmall part of the inheritance: he took for himfelf, under the pre¬ 
tence of a legacy, the whole of Mnefon’s property, one half of which 
belonged to Apollodorus; and fo faithful was he in his guardianfhip, 
that he was condemned to refund three talents, of which he had de¬ 
frauded his nephew; for my grandfather Archedamus, who had married 
the mother of Apollodorus, and was grieved to fee him ftripped of all 
bis fortune, took both my grandmother and him to his houJe, where 
lie gave him an education, as if he had been his own fon, and, #hen he 
was adult, aflifted him in claiming a moiety of Mnefon’s eftate, and all 
the effects of which this careful truftee had deprived him. Thus, 
having obtained a decree for him in two luits, he recovered his whole 
patrimony; on which account Apollodorus retained a violent enmity 

vol. iv. againft 
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againd Eupolis, as long as he lived, whilft a firm friendfhip fubfifted, 
as it ought, between him and Archedamus: but from his fubfequent 
conduct we may draw the mod certain conclufion, that Apollodorus was 
defirous of rewarding his benefactors (or the advantages which they had 
procured him; for, when my grandfather 'had the misfortune to be 
made captive by the enemy, Apollodorus contributed largely towards 
the payment of his ranfom, and even gave a hoflage for him, till he was 
able to raife the whole fura ; after which, when Archedamus was re¬ 
duced from affluence to urgent neceflity, this truly grateful man under¬ 
took the management of his affairs, giving him a competence out of his 
own fortune. Yet more ; when he was going with the army to Corinth, 
he left his eflate by will to his half-fifler, whofe fon I am, and gave 
her in marriage to Lacratides, who has fince been appointed hiero¬ 
phant: fuch were his kindnefs and gratitude towards us, who had 
originally preferved him from ruin. Now that my affertions are true, 
and that Eupolis was actually cad in two addons, one for his difhoned 
guardianfhip, and the other for a moiety of Mnefon’s property, un both 
which caufes my grandfather was the advifer and advocate of Apollo¬ 
dorus, who by our means recovered his pofleffions, and afterwards re¬ 
quited the obligation with fuch liberality, I will prove by the cleared 
evidence : call the witnefles hither, witnesses. 

Such then and fo great were the benefits, which we had conferred on 
him but fuch was his hatred of Eupolis, who had attempted to rob 
him of fo large a fortune, that there was no poffibility of a reconciliation 
between them, nor can it be alledged that their connection was ever 
redored : of their unalterable antipathy there cannot be a clearer proof, 
than that Eupolis, who was defcended from the fiime common ancedor 
with Apollodorus, and knew him to be a wealthy man, offered him 
neither of his two daughters in marriage; yet fuch alliances have a 
natural power to appeafe the animofities not of relations only, but of 

any 






y indifferent men, when they intruft each other with the deareft 
.*dges of their affedtion : whether Eupolis, therefore, was to blame for 
offering his daughter, or Apollodorus for not accepting her, this fadt 


ne proves the continuance of their diilenfion. 




Whit has already been faid concerning their difagreement, will, I 
think, be fufficient •, for I am perfuaded, that many of the oldeft among 
you recolledt their difputes and litigation fince the importance of the 
caufes, and the two decrees which Archedatnus obtained againft Eupolis, 
gave celebrity to the affair: but I requeft you, judges, to hear with at¬ 
tention the proofs, that he adopted me in his lifetime and in perion, 
and that he appointed me fucceffor to his eftate, having inferibed my 
name in the records of his family, and in the publick regifter of his 
ward. 


Apollodorus had a fon, whom he both educated and cherilhed, as it 
became him; and whom he hoped to leave heir to his fortune ; but the 
boy dying of a fevere illnefs in the month of December in the laft year, 
his father depreffed by fo cruel a misfortune, and defpairing at his age 
of having another child, called to his remembrance that family, from 
which in his youth he had received a iignal obligation j and, going to 
my mother, his half-lifter, for whom he had the tendered: regard, he 
declared his intention to adopt me, and requefted her to reiign me to 
him as his fon : fhe granted his requeft; and fo eager was he to exe¬ 
cute his refohition, that he carried me inftantly to his own houfe, and . 
intruded the whole management of it to my care ; confidering, that he 
was no longer capable of fuperintending all his affairs in perfon, and 
that I grew continually more and more able to tranfabt them. At the 
feftival of the Thargelia, therefore, he conduced me to the altars among 
thole of the fame family and ward: now it is a rule with them, that 
whoever introduces to them either his own fon, or a fon by adoption, 

muft 




mull fwear by the facred rites, that the perfon introduced \ 

Athenian citizen in lawful marriage j when this oath has bt 
the other members of the fociety determine by ballot whether hq 
be admitted) and, if they decide in his favour, he may then, but not 
before, have his name infcribed in the regifter: with fuch exadtnefs are 
their ordinances and cuftoms obferved. This then being their law, the 
whole alfembly, not doubting the veracity of Apollodorus, to whom 
they had adininiftered the ufual oath, and knowing that I was the fon 
of his filler, voted nnanimoully for the enrollment of my name j and 
thus was I adopted by him in his lifetime, as the law permitted him to 
adopt me, and regiftered by the name of Thrafyllus, the Ion of Apollo¬ 
dorus : read thefe depofitions, which prove the truth of what I have 
related. Depositions. 


1 fuppofed therefore, judges, that you would readily give credit to 

the witnefles, who have fworn, and to his relations, whole behaviour has 

•; : 

manifeftly declared, that Apollodorus performed the ceremony of my 
adoption conformably to law; for Eupolis left two daughters; one, 
who was married to Pronapis, and is a claimant in this caule; and 
another, the wife of iElchines the Lufian, who died leaving a fon, then, 
of full age, named Thrafybulus : now there is a law, that, if a brother 
by the fame father die childlefs and inteflate, his effedts lhall be divided 
equally between his furviving filler, and the fon of another filler, who 
died before him; nor were my opponents ignorant of this law, as their 
very condudt has manifelled; for, when the fon of Eupolis was dead 
without children, Thrafybulus took a moiety of his edate, which may 
be fairly ellimated at five talents. Thus the law gives the filler and the 
filler’s fon an equal lhare of their father’s and their brother’s fortune ; 
but, when a coufin dies, or any kinfman in a remoter degree, the male 
relations are called to the iuccefiion before the female ; for it. is enadled, 
that males and the children of males, if any be living, lhall be preferred, 

although 





related to the deceafed. The wife, there- 
not to have claimed even a part of this inherit- 
would have contended for the whole, if he had 
adoption valid; whereas he neither at the beginning 
difputed mv title, nor at any time Jfince has claimed the fortune of 
Apollodorus, but confeffes that I was legally appointed his fucceffor; 
whilft her advocates have attained fuch a height of impudence, that 
thev have prefumed to claim the whole eftate, Take the laws, which 
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r nv advcrfkrics li&vc yioktcdi &nd rc&d tlicm to the court. * t la w 
By this law the furviving After and her filler’s fon are entitled to an 
equal ihare of their brother’s property. Now read the other, by which 
ffcmalcs are excluded in the Cuccefiioo to the fortune of their coufins. 
second law. Read this alfo which enadts, that, if there be no firft 
nor fecond coufins on the part of the father, thofe on the mother’s part 
fliall fucceed to the eftate according to the rules there exprefled. third 

LAW. 


Such being the law, this male relation has not even claimed a part of 
the inheritance, while the hufband of a female has contended in her 
right for the whole: thus imagining, that mere audacity will avail 
them, they pufh it to any length in this caufe, and alledge, as a re a (bn 
for their exorbitant demand, that Thralybulus was adopted into the 
houfe of Hippolochides, and emancipated from his own ; which I allow 
to be true, but infill that it is nothing to the purpofe ; for how was he 
lefs entitled to claim this eftate? it was not in right of his father 
iEfchines, but of his mother, that he fucceeded to half the fortune of 
Apollodorus, the fon of Eupolis ; and by the fame right he would have 
made a juft claim to the prefent fucceflion, as he was preferred to any 
female claimant, had he not been convinced, that my adoption was legal 
.and regular ; but Thrafybulus is not fo daring: now a title to a m 

ternal eftate is not loft by emancipation, but every man continues to 

have 
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emancipated; fo that he was not deprivi 
' maternal uncle Apollodorus, but received an equal portion with 

daughter of EupoHs, as the witneffes, whom I fhall now call, 

EVIDENCE. 
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It is apparent then, that not only the men of the fame family and 
ward bore teftimony to my adoption, but that Thrafybulus himfelf h^s 
in fad: acknowledged, by not claiming the fortune, that he believed the 
ad of Apollodorus to be conformable to law, and confequently valfd; 
for, if that had not been his opinion, he would never have waived his 
right to fo large an inheritance: of this tranfadion I can produce other 
witneffes; for, before my return from the Pythian games, Apollodorus 
apprized his fellow-burgeffes, that he had appointed me his heir, and 
had enrolled me among the members of his ward j informing them at 
the fame time, that he had committed his eftate to my care, and requeft- 
ing them, if any accident fhould befal him, to enter me in the publick 
regifler by the name of Thrafyllus the fon of Apollodorus, and by no 
other name. When they heard this.declaration (though the friends of 
Pronapis complained in their affembly, and difputed the validity of my 
adoption, yet) the burgeil’es, from their own knowledge of the fad, took 
the accuftomed oath, and inferted my name in their regifter, as Apollo- 
• dorus had enjoined them, being fully perfuaded that my adoption was 
perfedly legal: call the witneffes to thefe fads, witnesses. So 
clear, judges, is the evidence of my adoption, an inveterate enmity hav¬ 
ing fubfifted between the deceafed and the family of Eupolis, and the 
ft ride ft friendship having been maintained between him and us, to whom 
alfo he was nearly related : but, had he neither detefted them nor loved 
our family, he would never, as I hope eafily to convince you, have left 
his poffeflions to my antagonifts ; for all they, who think their end ap¬ 
proaching, look forward with a prudent care that their houfes may not 
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Dnie defolate, but that there may be foine perfon to atten 
:ral rites, and to perform the legal ceremonies at their 
-efore, they have no children, yet they leave heirs by appointment; 
■ is this merely the cuftom of private men, but it is ordained by the 
publick and common laws, which command the Archon to provide that 
families be not extinguifhed: now Apollodorus was perfectly fenlible, 
that, if he were to leave his eftate to thefe men, he fhould occafion the 
defertion of his houfe. Why fo? Becaufe he had feen thefe two lifters 
inherit the poffeffions of Apollodorus their brother, without appointing 
a fucceflor to him, although they had fons of their own, whom they 
might have appointed j he had feen their hufbands fell the lands and all 
the effects which they had inherited, to the amount of five talents, 
which money they divided amdhg themfelves, and he had obferved the 
fhameful and deplorable defolation of th,e family. Since then he faw 
that the memory of a brother was fo little revered, how could he have 
expeited, even hadfriendlhip fubfifted between them, to be treated with 
due veneration, when he was a coufin only, and not a brother ? He 
could not hope it. Now that they appointed no heir to fupport the 
family of that Apollodorus, yet are in pofleffion of his fortune, and have 
wafted an eftate, which was known to fupply the expenfe of equipping 
gallies, the witneffes, who iliall next be called, will give ample proof. 

EVIDENCE, 
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If fuch therefore were their difpofitions, and fo violent was their 
enmity to Apollodorus, by whom I was adopted, how could he have 
a&ed more wifely than as he did aft ? Should he have taken a child 
from any of his friends, and left his property to him ? Yet it would 
have been uncertain even to the parents of that child, by reafon of his 
tender age, whether he would be a virtuous or a worthlefs man ; but 
of my good qualities he had received a iufficient fpecimen; for he well 
knew, how affectionately I had behaved to my father and mother, how 

attentively 
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attentively to my friends, how prudently X managed my own affairs, 
how far removed I had been in my magiftracy from inj uftice or corrup¬ 
tion : of all this he was fully convinced, when he committed his poflef- 
dons to my care nor was I a ftranger to him, but his filler’s fon* nor 
were the benefits inconfiderable, which we had conferred on him nor 
was I lowminded and unambitious enough to aliene his property, as my 
opponents have aliened the fortune of their brother, but was willing 
and eager, after his example, to furnilh and command your lhips, to lead 
your armies, to conduit your entertainments, to perform whatever you 
fliould order. If then I was his kinfman, his friend, and his benefaitor, 
both of an exalted mind and of approved virtue, who can doubt that his 
adoption of me was the ait of a prudent and a grateful man ? Even in 
this very year 1 have performed one of tliofe duties, which Apollodorus 
himfelf would have applauded : I prefided over the exercifes in the Pro¬ 
methean games with liberality and magnificence, as the whole tribe 
know, and as many of them will now teftify. witnesses. 

Thefe, judges, are the lawful and reafonable grounds of our prefent 
claim: we therefore entreat you to aflift us in fupporting it, for the 
fake both of Apollodorus and of his father, whom you will find, if you 
refleit upon their conduit, to have been no ufelefs citizens, but inipired 
with all poffible zeal to promote your filteredfor his father Thrafyilus 
not only filled every other expenfive office, but continued, as long as he 
lived, to command a galley, which was not built by contribution, as 
many velfels are now made, but at his own expenfe; nor was he fecond 
only in the command, but flood alone ; nor did he intermit his duty for 
two years, as he might have done, but performed it conftantly • and not 
with negligence or in hade, but with the moft fplendid preparations ; 
for which noble conduit you approved and honoured him, and, remem¬ 
bering his laudable aitions, would not fuAer his fon to be dripped of his 
property, but compelled his falfe guardian to reftore it. Nor was Apol¬ 
lodorus 
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tune j not, like diffolute and abandoned men, to attack the property of 
others; and, if the ftate has need of fupplies, to contribute among the 
firft, without concealing any part of his pohellions. Such then was 
Apollodorus; and you will make but a juft return for his ardour in 
ferving you, if you eftabliffi his adoption of me according, to his clear 
intent: dor will you fmd even me, as tar as my youth has qualified me 
for your fervice, either a bad or an idle citizen; for I have borne arms 
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in all your expeditions, and continue to obey the commands of my 
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country, as men of my age ftiould obey them. For the fake, therefore, 
of Apollodorus and his father, as well as of me and my family, confider 
our caufe with attention ; elpecially as our adverfaries have never fur- 
nifiied a fingle galley, but have diffipated and reduced to nothing an 






eliatc of five talents: whereas we have already filled your moft charge¬ 




able offices, and will again fill them with eagernefs, if you effectuate 
the intention of my uncle, and give me the eftate, which he appointed 
me to inherit. That I may not feem tedious in expatiating longer on 
vol. iv. r thefe 





thefe fadts 



my own mother was the lifter of Apollodorus, as an in 
friendfhip fubfifted between us, never interrupted by any 
I, whom he adopted as his fon, when he was living and in his perfect 
fenfes, I, who was enrolled among thofe of the fame family and ward 
with himfelf, demand the eftate which he gave me, and delire that 
thefe men may not have it in their power to extinguish fo illuftrious a 
family : but what are the pretentions of Pronapis ? He .firft took a 
moiety of the fortune, which had been left by his wife’s brother, and 
now he claims this inheritance, though others are more nearly related 
to the deceafed than his wife^can pretend to be: yet he has neither ap¬ 
pointed a fon to fupply the place of his brother, but has fuffered his 
family to become extinct, nor would he have adted otherwife with re¬ 
gard to my uncle j and he makes this claim, though Apollodorus had 
fo great an averfion to him, and a reconciliation never afterwards took 
place between them. This, judges, you will confider; and will alfo re¬ 
coiled!, that I am the nephew of the deceafed, and that the wife of Pro¬ 
napis is only his couftn; that She has inherited two eftates, whilft I 
fucceed to this alone as a fon by adoption; that She laftly wal not well 
inclined to him, whofe property we claim, but that I and my father 
were his real benefadlors.. Thus refledling and reafoning with your- 
felves, give a fentence agreeable to juftice : it would be fuperfluous to 
add morej for I am perfuaded, that no part of my argument has 
efcaped your attention. 
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CIRQN being dead without leaving a fon, his nephew entered upon his 
dtate j and the client^ of ilkms brought an aftion to .recover it, infilling 
that they had the better title as,grandfons of thp decealed by his legitimate 
daughter: there are two queftionl in the caufe, an iflue of fa£t, whether 
the complainants were lawfully defcended from Ciron or not; and an iilue 
|i law,\whether a daughter’s or a brother’s fon has more right to the pro¬ 
perty of ah intellate. The writer of the' Greek argument to this fpeech >, 
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appears to have mtftaken the law of Athens, which will be more fully ex- 
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T is impoflible, judges, to fupprefs our juft indignatioDj, when men 
are not only bold enough to claim the property of others, but even hope 
by their fophifms to refine away the found rules of law, as our adver- 
faries are now attempting to do; for, although my grandfather Ciron 
died not childlefs, but left me and my brother, the fons of his legitimate 
daughter, yet thefe men have both claimed his eflate, as his next of kin, 
and infult us with aflerting that we are not his grandfons, and that he 
never had a daughter in his life : to this audacity have they been incited 
by their fordid love of gain, and allured by the value of Ciron’s eftate, 
which they violently feized, and now unjuftly poffefs ; being abfurd 
enough to alledge that he died in indigence, yet contending at the fame 
time that they have a right to his fortune. Nov/ I confider myfelf as 
contending in this caufe, not with the nominal party to the fuit, but 
with Diodes of Phlya, whofe mad violence has procured him the name 
of Oreftes ; for it was he, who firft inftigated my opponent to give us 
this trouble, with an intent to deprive us of our fucceffion to the pro¬ 
perty of our grandfather, and has thus expofed us to danger, that he 
may not be compelled to reftore the goods which he has embezzled, if 
he can perfuade you by his falfe allegations to pronounce your decree in 
his favour. Thefe being their machinations, it is neceflary for you to be 
informed of the whole tranfadlion, that, when you are fully apprized of 
every circumftance, you may decide the caufe from your perfect know¬ 
ledge of it i and, if you have ever attended to any other caufe, hear this, 
I intreat you, with attention: juftice indeed requires it; for in the 
many fuits with which Athens abounds, no man will be found to have 
invaded the pofieffions of another with more impudence and a greater 

contempt 
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itated quibbles of fubtle fpeakers, 

d to violate the truth ; ret I am not with- 
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by your fentence, and of fpeak - 
as to fupport my juft demand, 
unleis feme fuch misfortune fhould befall me as I cannot even now 
help fearing : I fupplicate you therefore, judges, to hear me with can- 
I dour, and, if you think me injured, to redrefs the injury which I have 
fuftained. 
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Firft, then, 1 will convince you, that my mother was the legitimate ^ 
daughter of Ciron, and will prove by hear fay evidence what happened a 
long time ago, and by living witnefles what it is ftill poffible for them to 
remember: to this I will add a number of circumftances, which are 
often more decifive than the teftimony of fallible men j and when 1* 
have evinced the truth of this point beyond a doiibt, I will demonftrate, 
that we have a jufter claim than our adverfaries to the eftate of the de~ 
ceafed. I will begin my narrative from that part of the cafe, whence 
they alfo began their argument. 
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My grandfather Ciron, judges, married his firft coufin, the daughter 
of his mother’s lifter, who bore my .mother, and died three years after 
marriage. Ciron, having this only daughter, took for his fecond wife 
the lifter of Diodes, by whom he had two fens: with her and her 
children my mother was educated, and, when the attained a proper age, 
was given by her father in marriage to Naufimenes of Cholargia, with 
a fortune of twenty-five minas, together with clothes and ornaments of 
gold. Three or four years after this, Naufimenes died of a violent dis¬ 
order, leaving no children by my mother, whom Ciron received again 
into his family (but without her entire portion, as her hulband had been 
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in diftre/s) and gave ^ her to my lather with a fortune of a thoufand 
drachmas. That all thefe tran/adions really pafled, as I relate them, 
and lully difprove the fall'e pretences on which our adver/aries now 
•infill, i difcovered a method of evincing with the utmofl clearnefs j 
for, whether my mother was, or was not, the daughter of Ciron, whe¬ 
ther the made part of his family or not, whether he folenmized her two 
nuptials, and what fortune he gave with her to each of her hulbands, 
all this mull neceJfarily be known to his fervants of both fexes : defiring 
therefore in addition to the evidence, which I /hall adduce, to confirm 
thefe fads by an extorted confeffion, that you might give the greater 
credit to fuch witnefles as had previoufly exhibited a proof of their ve¬ 
racity, I propofed to my antagonifts, that the male and female flaves 
fhould be que/lioned on the rack concerning their knowledge of thefe 
occurrences but this very Diodes, who will pre/ently intreat you to 
believe his witnefles, declined fo eafy a mode of difccvering the truth. 
If then his refufal to accept my offer, which muft be imputed to his 
fear of fo decifive an inve/ligation, be clearly proved, what remains to 
be thought of his witnefles? Nothing, in my opinion, but that they are 
forefworn : in proof of this fad, read firfi: the depofition, which I have 
DEPOSITION. 


brought. 


Now you are all, I believe, perfuaded, that an inquifition by torture, 
both in publick and private caufes, is the befl: and fureft mode of in- 
veftigating truth; nor, when both free men and flaves are prefent, 
and it is expedient to obtain a difcovery of fads, is it your cullom to 
examine the free men, but to rack the flaves, and thus to extort a true 
relation of all that. has happened: in this refped you think and ad 
wifely, judges 3 for you well know, that many perfons examined in the 
ufuai form have given evidence indubitably fall'e 3 but of all thofe, who 
have been expofed to torture, none have ever been convided of falf- 
hood: and will this moft audacious of men rcquell you to believe his 
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would not con font, wc think it reafonable, that our witneffe.s Ihould be 
credited. Read next thefe depofitions, v which prove my mother Vlegi- 
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can we fuppofe acquainted with .what happened fo long ago'? 
no doubt, who were intimate with my grandfather: their tedi- 
mony then has been repeated by many who heard them, aflert the truth 
of it. Who mud unavoidably know, that my mother was given in 
marriage ? Thole, who betrothed her, and thofe who were prefent at 
the time of the affiance: to this point, therefore, we have adduced the 
evidence of perfons, who were connected both with my father and with 
Naulimenes. Who mud. be confcious that lhe was bred in the heufe 
of Ciron, and that fhe was his legitimate daughter ? My adverfaries 
themfelves have lliown this to be true, by declining the dilcovery pro- 
pofed 5 fo that you cannot juftly dilbelieve our witnefles, but have great 
reafon to fufpe£t the credibility of theirs. 


To thefe arguments may be added many circumdances, which prove 
that our mother was the daughter of Ciron ; for, as it became a man to 
treat the fons of his own daughter, he never made a facrifice without 
us; but, whether he folemnized the greater fedivals or the iefs, wc 
were always prefent and always partook, of them ; nor were we invited 
to thefe only, but he condantly carried us into the country to the Dio- 
nyfian feads: with him we fate to view the games, and. at his houfe we 
palled every holiday. Beddes, he mod affiduoudy paid his adorations to 
Jupiter the Enricljer, into whole temple he admitted no dave whatever, 
nor any freemen who were not of his family, but conduced the whole 
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brity were, we partakers, per¬ 
forming the holy rites together with him, and a {lifting him in the ope¬ 
rations of the lacrifice : he then prayed the deity (as a grandfather 
would naturally pray) to grant us good health and ample gains ; nor, 
had he not believed us to be his daughter’s children, and the only lineal 
defendants, whom he was to leave behind him, would he have drown 
us this parental affedion, but would have taken for his companion the 
man, who now pretends to be his nephew ? The truth of all this mull 
be accurately known by my grandfather’s Haves, whom this man will 
not fuffer to’be interrogated on the rack j but the fame fads were noto¬ 
rious alio to fome of his intimate friends, whofe evidence (hall now be 
produced: take their depofitions, and read them to the court, depo¬ 
sitions. : 


Nor from thefe tranfadions alone is it manifeft, that our mo,per was 
the legitimate daughter of Ciron, but alfo from the condud of our own 
father, and from the manner in which fhe herfelf was treated by the 
women of the fame borough? for, when my father married her, he 
gave an entertainment, to which he invited three of his acquaintance, 
befides his particular friends, and prefented thofe of his ward with the 
nuptial vidim, according to their inftitutions ; after this the wives of 
his fellow-burgeifes eleded her, together with the wife of Diodes the 
Pithian, to lead the procefEon and perform divine rites at the temple of 
Ceres; and mv father, when we were born, introduced us to his ward, 
having previoufly fworn, as the law requires, that we were his fons 
a citizen of Athens, whom he had legally efpoufed ; nor did a fin 
man of the ward, although many were prefent who lcrupulouily exa¬ 
mine fuch matters, fay a fyllable againft our admiffion, or entertain a 
doubt of his veracity. Now it cannot be imagined, that if our mother 
had been what thefe men falfely pretend, our father would have cele¬ 
brated his: connexion with her by a nuptial feaft and the ufual facrifice ? 
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whole affair fecret; nor would the ma- 




the wife of Diodes, to perform 
prefide over the folemnity, but would have 
that refpedable charge to another; nor would the members of 
the ward have received us, but would have objected to our admillion, 
and juftified their objedion, had it not been allowed on all lides, that 
our mother was Ciron’s legitimate daughter : the truth, indeed, of this 
fad is now fo apparent, and fo many perfons have a perfed knowledge 
of it, that it is no where difputed. Call up the witnelles, who will 
prove what I have laff afferted. evidence. 

Yet further, judges; that we are the acknowledged grandfons of 
Ciron, the behaviour of Diodes himlelf, after my grandfather’s death, 
will clearly dernonftrate; for I went, accompanied by one of my friends, 
a coufin of my father, to bring the body to my own honfe, from which 
I intended to begin the funeral proceflion: Diodes was not within; 
but, when I entered, and was direding the alfiftants, whom I had 
brought, to remove the corfe, my grandfather’s widow intreated me 
to begin the funeral from her houfe, offering to affift us in laying out 
and embalming the body: fhe wept and fupplicated, judges, till fhe 
prevailed; and, meeting Diodes, I told him before witneffes, that, as 
his lifter had requelled me, the remains of Ciron fhould be carried to 
the place of burial from the houfe in which he died : to this he made 
no objedion, but laid that he had brought fome things neceffary for the 
funeral, and had given earned for them ; he therefore exaded a promife 
from me to pay what they coft, and defired me to give him back the 
earned, engaging to bring me to thofe who had received it of him: 
loon after indeed he affeded to inlinuate, that Ciron died infolvent, 
though I had not then fpoken a word about his fortune. Now if he 
had not known me to be the grandfon of Ciron, he would never have 
made fuch an agreement with me, but would rather have addreffed me 
you iv. s thus.— 
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thus.—What man arc you ? What concern have you with the buffa 
I know you not: come not within iny doors. This he Should thw* 
have laid himfelf, which he has now fuborned others to lay : nothing 
however of the kind was even intimated by him, but he requeued me 
to bring him the money on the next morning; and here, to prove the 
truth of this narrative, let the witneffes be called, evidence. 
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Nor was he alone filent on this head ; but even the prefent claimant 
of the eftate adva nced nothing in oppofition to my right, till he was in- 
ftigated by this fellow to difpute it ; for when I carried the money on 
the following day. Diodes refufed to accept it, alledging that he had 
received it from my adverfary j.yet I was not prevented from joining in 
the funeral rites, but afllfted at the whole ceremony ■, the expenfes of 
which were not borne by my opponent, but were defrayed out of the 
money which Ciron left: now it would have become him, if the de¬ 
ceased had not been really my grandfather, to have thru ft me out, to 
have expelled me, and to have hindered me from conducting the burial 
in conjunction with them. Our Situations in this refpeCt were by no 
means limilar j for I permitted him, as the nephew of my grandfather, 
to aCt in concert with me •, hut he Should not have fuffered me to join 
with him, if that had been true, which they now have the impudence 
to alledge. To fuch a degree, indeed, was Diodes confounded with the 
truth of my aflertions, when in my funeral oration I accufed him by 
name of an attempt to invade my property, and of inciting my antago- 
nift to make this unjuft claim, that he durft not even mutter a Syllable 
againft me, much lefs inlinuate what he now fo audacioufly advances- 
Call thofe alfo who will prove this faCt. witnesses. 


What now, in the name of the gods, can induce us to believe what 
we hear afferted ? Is it not the teftimony of witneftes ? I think it unde¬ 
niable. How can their evidence be procured ? Is it not by the fear of 

torture ? 
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yes, beyond a doubt. How is it pofiible, therefore, to demon- 
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flrate more clearly, that my mother was Caron’s legitimate daughter, 
than by producing hearfay evidence of what happened many years ago, 
and by giving you the pofitive teflimony of living witneffes, who know 
that lhe was educated in his houfe, was confidered as his child, was 
twice betrothed by him, and twice given in marriage > and by fhpwing 
moreover, that they refufe to examine the flaves who had a perfect 
knowledge of ail thefe tranfaflions ? The whole of this I have given in 
evidence; and a more convincing proof, by all the deities of heaven, 
cannot be produced j but what has already been advanced feems fully 
fufficient to evince the juflice of my demand. 


I now proceed to give you entire convidtion, that I have by law a 
greater right than my antagonifl to the eflate of Giron ; and it is appa¬ 
rent, I believe, to all of you, that thofe who are defcended onljf from 
the fame flock with the deceafed are not more nearly related to him 
than thofe who are defcended from himfeif: how, indeed, fhould it be 
fo, when the fir ft are his collateral kinfmen, and the others his lineal 
defendants ? Since however they are daring enough to argue againft 
the manifeft reafon of the thing, I will prove my point more diffufely 
by arguments drawn from the laws themfelves: firft, if my mother, the 
daughter of Ciron, were fill living, if her father had died inteftate, and 
if this man had been his brother inflead of his nephew, he would have 
a power, indeed, to marry his daughter ; but no man would have a right 
to his eflate, except her children, to whom the law would give it at the 
age of fixteen years; if, then, were fhe alive, he would not have been 
entitled to her fortune, but her ions would have been the lawful heirs, 
it is evident, that, as fhe died leaving children, they only, not thefe con¬ 
federates, 






confirm my title ; but that concerni 
point, for which I contend: had n 
of nccelTaries, the guilt of differing him to continue 
have been imputed, not to our adverfary, but to us j for the law enjoins 
us to fupport our parents, by whom are meant our fathers 
grandfathers and grandmothers, and their fathers and mothers 
are living; fince, as they are the root and dock of the family, and as 
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their defendants regularly fucceed to their property, 


tural to maintain them, how little foever they have to leave. Can it 
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then be thought reafonable, that, even if they had bad nothing, we 
jEbould have been liable to a profecution for not fupporting them, yet, if 
they leave a fortune, that thefe men, not we, fhauld fucceed to it? By 
no means. . ■ - 
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I will begin, then, with the neared of a man’s collateral relations, and 
will t%ll for your fentiments on the comparifon between them and his 
lineal defendants ; for this method will eafily convince you. Who 
was more nearly related to Ciron, his daughter or his brother ? No 
doubt, his daughter ; for (he defended immediately from him, but he 
only derived his defeent from the fame anceftor. Is the brother to be 
preferred in the order of fucceflion, or the daughter’s tons ? Her fons 
indifputably; for theirs is a direct defeent, not a collateral relationship : 
(ince then we are fo far nearer than a brother, we mud have confider- 
ably a better claim than this man, who is only a nephew. But I fear, 
led, by dwelling too long on a point which cannot fairly be difputed, I 
/hould tire your patience; for all of you inherit the pofieffions of your 
fathers, grandfathers, and ancedors of a higher degree, by the uncon¬ 
trovertible title of a lineal defeat: the cafe is fo clear, that I cannot 
believe there ever before was fuch a canted. I lhall therefore conclude 
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. tie property of Ciron, judges, confided of a farm in Phlya well 
worth a talent, and two houfes in the city, one of which, near the 
temple of Bacchus in the Marfhes, was occupied by a tenant, and 
might be fold for twenty minas; the other, which he inhabited, was 
worth thirteen : he had, befides, fome ilaves who worked for his 
advantage, two female fervants and a girl, together with utenfils and 
houfehold furniture, which, with the Haves, were worth as much as 
the houfe. His whole real eftate may be valued at rather more than 
a talent and a half,- and he had no inconfiderable fuHt of money out 
at intereft, from which he received a good annual income. Diodes 
and his lifter had long projected to poflefs themfelves of this fortune; 
and, as foon as the two fons of Ciron were dead, he did not remove 
her from the old man (though .{he might then have borne children 
by another hulband), fearing left, if they were feparated, he ftiould 
as he ought to have done, of his pofleffions; but perfuaded 


her to continue with him, to pretend that Ihe was enfeint, and after¬ 
wards to alledge that flie had mifcarried; for he knew, that, if Ciron 
could entertain hopes of having other children, he would not adopt 
either of us. As to my father, Diodes perpetually calumniated him, 
afterting that he had confpired to feize the property of Ciron : his next 
ftep was to defraud my grandfather of all his money, while he pre¬ 
tended to execute the office of receiving his intereft, and managing his 
landed property. Thus did he inveigle the old man by adulation and 
fervility, til! he had all his effects within his grafp; yet, well knowing 
that after Ciron's death I ftiould have a juft claim to his fortune, he did 
not prevent me from attending and converling with him: he feared, 
I imagine, the confequences of my refentment at that time; but he has 
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now fuborned a man to controvert my right to the fucceffion, and, if 

he fhould be vi&orious, would allow him a Email {bare of the plunder, 

while he means to fecure the whole inheritance for himfelf; yet, even 

to this very man, he did not at firft acknowledge that Ciron left any 

eftate. but afferted that he died in abfolute indigence. As foon as my 

. . . J 
grandfather was dead, this Diodes made preparations for the funeral,* 

the expenfe of which, as you have heard from the witneffes, he re¬ 
quired me to defray j yet he afterwards refilled to accept the money 
from me, on pretence that he had before received it from my oppo¬ 
nent i thus artfully intending to let it appear, that he himfelf, not 
I, was preparing to bury the deccafed: when, therefore, he railed 
this controverly, both concerning Ciron’s houfe and his other poiTef- 
lions, yet ftupMly infilled, in the fame moment, that he had left 
nothing at all, I thought it an improper time (and the opinion of my 
friends coincided with mine) to remove the body by force ; but 1 
a {Tilled them, and attended the burial , the charges of which were 
fupplied out of Ciron’s eftate. In this manner was I compelled to 
acft ; but, left it fhould give them an advantage over me, if they could 
fay with truth that I bore no part of the expenfe, I contributed my 
(hare, by the advice of a lawyer whom I confulted; and I performed 
lat :red rites in the handfomeft manner on. the ninth day after the fune¬ 
ral, both that they might be prevented from the impiety of performing 
them, and might not feem to have expended the whole fum without 
my participation. 
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Thefe, judges, are the tranfa&ions which relate to my caufe, and 
.thefe are the reafons which induced my enemies to attack me; but, 
were yoif perfectly acquainted with the fhamelefs impudence of Diodes, 
you would, not hefitate a moment in giving full credit to my whole nar¬ 
rative^ dor this wretch a&ually robbed his three half-lifters, who were 

left heirefles to their father, of the fine eftate which makes him now fo 
\ , 
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he fnares of perverted law, that he caufed him unjuftly to be marked 
with infamy; for which, though an action has been brought againfl him, 
he has not yet fuffered the punilhment he deferves; and, having hired 
a Have to affaffinate the hulband of the fecond lifter, he privately fent the 
alfaffin out of Attica, and accufed the wife of the raurder: then, inti¬ 
midating her with his audacioufnefs, and compelling her to be filent, 
he obtained the guardianfhip of her foil by the deceafed, and ftripped 
him of his property, keeping all the cultivated land in his own poftef- 
lion, and giving his ward by way of compenfation a few ftony fields. 
There are perfons now prefent, who know this to be true: they are 
afraid, indeed, of Diodes; but, perhaps they will be ready to give their 
evidence j if not, I will produce others, who have an equal knowledge 
of the fads. Firft, however, call up thofe who are prefent. witnesses. 


This man then, fo profligate and fo rapacious, who plundered the in¬ 
heritance of his lifters, is not contented with that plunder; but, becaufe 
a juft punilhment has not. yet overtaken him, he comes to deprive me 
alfo of my grandfather’s eftate, and having, as we are credibly in¬ 
formed, promifed to give my adverfary two minas out of the fpoils, has 
expofed us to the danger of loling not our fortune only, but our country; 
fince, if he can deceive you into a belief, that our mother was not a 
citizen of Athens, neither are we citizens ; for we were born after the 
archonlhip of Euclid, Is this litigation then, which his lies have fet on 
foot againft me, of trifling confequence? When my grandfather and 
father were alive, no charge whatever was brought againft us, and our 
right was always coniidered as indifputable •, but fince their death, it 
will be fome reproach to us, even if we are fuccefsful, that our title 
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monfter, this frantick Orefl.es, who, having been caught in adultery. 


j a reproach, for which we may thank this 


and fuflered the chaflifement which he deferved, canrtot even now 
s defifl from his crimes, as many, who well know his guilt, can teftity. 


The dilpofition and character of this fellow you have now partly 


mm 


heard, and Avail hear it more at large when I have brought him to a 


trial in a profecution, which 1 meditate : in the mean time, I fupplicate 


icare 

and adjure you, permit him not to triumph over me, by flripping me 
of the : fortune which my grandfather left ; but, as far as each of you is 
able, give me affiftance. Sufficient evidence has been, laid before you ; 




we have read our depofitions, have opened to you what their ilaves 


would infallibly have confefled, and have produced the laws themfelves 


i 


by all which we have proved, that we are the ions of Ciron’s legiti¬ 
mate daughter, and confequently that his eftate conies not to them, 
but, to us, as his lineal defendants ; calling therefore to your remem* 
brance. the oaths, by which you are bound to decide impartially, and 
the laws, which,have, been adduced, pronounce you( fentence agreeably 
to juftice. I fee no occafion for a longer argument, as I believe you 
perfectly comprehend the whole cafe: let the> officer, however, read 
this remaining, depofition, that Diodes was taken in adultery, depo¬ 
sition. 
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I THE mother of the defendant in this caufe had a fon named ASTYPHILUS, 
by her firft hufband Euthycrates, whofe nephew Cleon, after the death of 
| Aftyphilus, produced a will, by vyhich Cledn’s fon was appointed to inherit, r 
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the fortune of the deceased. The client ot IfseiiS contends that the will of 
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his half-brother was forged. 
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SPEECH THE EIGHTH. 


j The Son of I’beophrajius agalnjl Cleon . 

A.STYPHILUS, for whofe eftate we contend in this caufe, and who 
was my half-brother, judges, by the fame mother, died at Mitylene, 
whither he had failed with the army.; and that he never adopted a fon, 
nor ever aliened his efl ate, or difpofed of it by will, l'o that no man but 
myfelf has a right to his pofleffions, I jfhall endeavour to prove, agreeably 
to the oath which I have previoufly taken. This Cleon, my antagonift, 
was the fir ft coufin to the deceafed by his father’s fide, and. it is his own 
fon, whom he pretends that Aflyphilus adopted: now Cleon’s father was 
transferred by emancipation into another houfe, in which the whole 
crew of confederates are .(till refident, fo that by law they bear no re¬ 
lation at all to the laft pofTeftor of this eftate; but, as there could be 
no queftion on this head, they have produced a will, which I ihall de- 
monftrate, I think, to be forged, and are liow driving, judges, to rob me 
of my brother’s fortune. So confident, indeed, was Cleon (nor has his 
confidence, it feems, forfaken him) of his exclufive title to the eftate in 
difpute, that no fooner was Aftyphilus reported to be flain, while my 
father was confined by illnefs, and I was bearing arms abroad, than he 
ruflied upon the land and claimed all my brother’s effects in right of his 
fon, not waiting, as he ought, for your determination in his favour; yet, 
when the remains of their coufin were brought to Athens, this fictitious 
fon of his neither laid out the body nor buried it; hut fome of his friends 
and fellow-foldiers, confidering the malady of my father, and my abfence 
from the city, performed the laft honours to the dead by affifting at his 
funeral rites, and led my fick father to the tomb, well knowing that 
his piety would be acceptable to the departed fpirit; all which fads 
will be attefted by the friends themfelves who were prefent at thefe 


ceremonies. 




:fe affociates 


that the 


been left with Hierocles 
not ignorant of his clofe connexion 


enjoying 

will, by which my brother 
of Hcphaeftia, I went to Hierc 
with Cleon, but believing that he would hardly dare to fpeak faltely 
concerning the deceafed, efpecially as he was our uncle: yet, when I 
interrogated him on the fubjeCt, he anfwered (regardlefs of thefe con- 
fiderations), that the will, which he had received from Aftyphilus, was 
then in his poffeffion; and here, to prove that he made this anfwer, let 
a depofition be read, deposition. Since, therefore, judges, none of 
my brother’s friends were prefent at his death, and fince his body was 
brought hither in my ablence, it is neceffary for me to convince you, by 
arguments drawn from their own affertions, that the will which they 
produce was fabricated by them, and that no will at all was made by 
Aftyphilus; for it is reafonable to fuppofe, that, if he had intended to 
leave an heir by adoption, he would have provided effectually for the 
fecurity of his appointment, and taken care that his adopted fon fhould 
not only poffefs his eftate, but have accefs to the fhrines of his anceftors, 
and perform the accuftomed rites both to their fhades, and to his own: 
he muff have been fenfible too, that his intentions would take effeft, not 
if he left a will unattefted by his friends, but if he firff convoked his re¬ 
lations j next, thofe of the fame borough and ward; and laftly, as many 
of his intimate acquaintance as he could allemble, to attend the exe¬ 
cution of fo important an inftrumcnt; for fuch precaution would have 
made it eafy to refute any perfon whatever, who might falfely claim the 
eftate as legatee or as next of kin; but nothing of this fort appears to 
have been done by Aftyphilus, who called together none of his friends 
to atteft this pretended will, as I (hall prove by the teftimony of thofe 

friends 





Now Cleon wilt probably contend, that the evidence, juft given by 
thefe witnefTes of their entire ignorance that Aflyphilus ever made a 
wdl, is not conclufive j but, in my upprehenfion, when the controverfy 
turns upon the exiftenceof a teflament and the adoption of a ion, the 
declarations of intimate friends, that they were not prefent at a transac¬ 
tion of lb much confequence, ought to have far more weight than the 
allegations of mere Grangers that they were prefent; nor would Cleon 
himfelf, who was never remarked for fimplicity, have negleded to con¬ 
vene any relations of Aflyphilus, who were in the city, or any other per- 
fons whom he knew to be at all connected with him, that they might 
atteft a will, by which his own fon was appointed heir to an eftate ; for 
no man could have prevented the -teflator from difpofing as he pleafed of 
his own property, and fuch condud would have removed the fufpicion 
naturally arifing from a will made in fecret. Had ft been the defign 
of Aflyphilus, judges, to conceal from all men, that he had appointed 
the fon of Cleon as his heir, or that he had left any teflament whatever, 
it mull be luppofed, that no vvitnefs at all would have fubfcribed his 
name ; but, fince they fhow you the names of witnefTes, and thofe not 
of his acquaintance, but of any flrangers whom he might happen to 
meet, it is not pofTible to conceive that the will can be genuine j for I 
cannot perfuade my felt that a man, who was going to nominate an heir, 
would fummon any witnefTes, but fuch as were to be partakers for the 
future of the fame rights and the fame communion with the perfon to 
be nominated: the deceafed, however, -could have no inducement to 
keep this tranfadion fecret ; for, as the law permits every one to difpofe 
of bis property according to his inclination, no man needs be afhamed 
to have fuch an inflrument attefled by any number of witnefTes. 


Now 





afle 


5 . 

ulus made, as they a 
tune ; for they alledge, that he made it 
ng with the forces to Mityleae : by this 
Singular foreknowledge of events ; for he 
ferved at Corinth, next in Theflaly, and during the whole Theban 
'; nor did he fail, wherever he heard that an army was raifed, to 
rer his ferv-ice ; yet not on one of thefe occafions did he make a will, 
deferred that ceremony till his laffc expedition to Mityleae, in which 
le perifoed. Can it feem •credible then to any one among you, that, 
when Aflyphilus was formerly preparing for his other campaigns, and 
well knew the danger of them all, he left no directions whatever con¬ 
cerning his affairs, but that, when he was going to fail as a volunteer, in 
which character he was lefs expofed to peril, and mull have entertained 
hopes of returning fafe, he fhould then only write his will, and fhould 
lofe his life in the adventure ? Can it be thought credible, that the 
contingency of events fhould have correfponded fo exactly with his 
conduCt? 


Without piirfuing this argument farther, I will lay before you, judges, 
the flrongefl evidence that the allegations of my adverfaries are falfe; 
for I will prove that Aflyphilus bore the moll violent enmity to Cleon ; 
fo violent, that, rather than adopt the foil of the man, whom he rnoft 
detefled, he would have ordered in his will, that none of his relations 
ihould have the leafl communication with him; for Thudippus, Cleon’s 
father, having quarrelled with Euthycrates, the father of Aflyphilus, 
concerning the divifion of his inheritance, fo cruelly beat him, that he 
expired after languifhing for a few days, and his death was indubitably 
occaiioned by the blows, which he had received: the truth of this 
can be proved by many of the Araphenians, who were at that time 
employed in cultivating the adjacent lands; but it is not,in my power 
to call any of them, who will pofitively accule Thudippus of fo atrocious a 

crime. 
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crime. As to Hierocles, who faw him ftrikc his brother, I know his 
unwillingnels to give any evidence tending to defeat the will which he 
now produces, and which, as he alledges, was left in his cuftody: let 
him be called, however, that he may either publickly confirm the truth 
of my aflertion, or refufe to be examined, witness. 


m 


This. 1 was perfectly fure, would be his anfwer; for it is confident 
with the conduct of a man, who wifhes to perfuade you that he knows 
to be true what in fa£t never happened, to decline giving evidence of 
what he really knows to be true: but 1 will call another witnefs, who is 
married to the grandmother of Aftyphilus, and who will fwear that 
Euthycrates, juft before he died, commanded his friends to prevent any 
of Thudippus’s family from approaching his tomb., evidence. 

When Aftyphilus, therefore, heard this fadt related in his child¬ 
hood, both by thefe witneffes and by his other kinfmen, he determined, 
as foon as his reafon began to dawn, rather to perifh than hold any 
converfation with Cleon ; thinking it impious to converfe with the fon 
of that man, who was accufed of having murdered his father: that his 
deteftation of Cleon continued through his whole life, I will prove by 
the teftimony of witneffes, who know the truth of my aflertion. wit¬ 
nesses. 


Had it not been for this reafon, it muft be imagined, that whenever 
Aftyphilus attended thofe feafts, which other Athenians ufually attend, 
he would have gone to them, accompanied by no man but Cleon, who 
bore fo near a relation to him, who belonged to the fame borough, 
and whofe fon, above all, he was going to adopt but the depofition of 
his fellow-burgeffes, which the officer lhall read, will prove that he 
never once appeared at the feafts in company with Cleon, deposition. 


With 
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audacious enough to come with a will which 
affect that my brother committed it to his care. This condu 
is a forry compenfation for the many marks of kindnefs whi 
ceived when your fortune was more n< 

Theophraftus my father, as from Aftyphilus himfelf; for you 
ing to exclude me, who am the fon ol 
filer, from that fucceffion which the law «c._ .. r _ 
your falfe affertion the memory of the dead, and, as f 
vail, to give his eftate to the man whom he abhorred 
ritance, judges, was even formally claimed, this very Hi 
confcious that none but myfelf had a right to the eftate of Aftyphilus, 
applied fucceflively to all the acquaintance of the deceafed, offered the 
whole fortune to fale, and incited entire ftrangers to fet up a title, al¬ 
ledging that he was the uncle of Aftyphilus, and promiling, it any one 
would give him a due fhare of the plunder, to produce, a will of his 
nephew in favour of his confederate - } yet now, when he has concluded 
his bargain with Cleon, and has contraded for a divilion of the fpoils, 
he has the confidence to exped that his ftory will gain credit, and 
would be ready, I dare fay, to forfwear himfelf, if an oath were ten¬ 
dered to him by my adverfaries: thus, for the fake of me, who am his 
kinfman, he would not even give in evidence what was ftridly true; 
but, for the benefit of one who has not a fhadow of right, he has not 
fcrupled to propagate lies, and comes with a forged inftrument to make 
you believe what never happened, thinking the fordid arts of bafe lucre 
more beneficial to him, than his connection with me. I will now bring 
the teftimony of a man, to whom he made an application, and promifed, 
on condition that he might partake of the inheritance, to contrive a will 
in his favour, evidence. 
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at flame theft, judges, maft be given to this mart, wl 
for his own profit, invents a falfity concerning tfc 
too will abundantly convince you, that he produced this will, not with¬ 
out a compenfation, but for a flipulated reward. Such are the artifices 
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which they employ in concert again# me, for each of them imagines. 
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that whatever he can filch from the pofieffions of Aflyphilus will be 
clear gain, and as it were a gift of fortune. 
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NoW that the will cannot be genuine, but that Cleon and Hierocles 
have confpired to delude you, I have proved, as elearly as I am able} 
and 1 will proceed to demonflrate, that even had I borne no relation to 
the deceafed, yet our early and uninterrupted friendfhip would have 
given me a better claim to his inheritance, than Cleon and his fbn can 
produce for themfelves; for when my father Theophraflus took the 
mother of Aflyphilus in marriage from her brother Hierocles, fhe 
brought her infant fon to his houfe, where he continued for a number 
of years, and was educated under my father’s care : when, therefore, I 
Was old enough to be capable of receiving inflru&ion, I went with him 
to the fame publick fchool, as you fhall hear from our friends, who 
kfiow this to be true, and from the very mailers who xnftmdted us both. 
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I will alfo prove, that my father cultivated the paternal eflate of Afly¬ 
philus, and fo confiderably improved it by plantation and tillage, that he 
doubled its value : let the witnefifes come up. evidence. 
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When my brother then had proved his full age before the magistrate, 
he received his whole patrimony fo juflly and regularly, that he never 
once made the flighted: complaint of his guardian: befides, my father 
had given the filler of Aflyphilus in marriage to a man whom he 
highly approved and this conduct, as well as the pains which he had 

taken 


■H 



The circumftances of his lifter's marriage lhall be pr< 
were perfectly acquainted with them, witnesses 


Revolve now in your minds, judges, the nature of my connection 
with Aftyphilus: firft, we were bred together from our childhood; 
and fecondly, there never was the leaft coolnefs between us, but he 
loved me with conftant affeftion j as all our common friends and com¬ 
panions, whom I will call before you, will teftify from their own know¬ 
ledge. witnesses. , 


Can you believe then, judges, that Aftyphilus, to whom Cleon was 
fo extremely odious, and on whom ray father had conferred fuch be¬ 
nefits, would- have adopted the fon of his enemy, and given his eftate 
away from his neareft relations and benefactors.? I fhould not think it 
pofilbie, if Hierocies were to’ produce ten fuch wills; but ftiould infill 
that I, as his brother and his deareft friend, mull have been the objeCt of 
his benevolence, and not the ion of Cleon : thefe men, indeed, have not 
the leaft pretence for fuggefting that they were entitled to his favour, 
fince they had no intercourfe with him while he lived, and neglected 
even to inter his body, but invaded his pofleflions, before juft honours 
had been performed to his lhade. Neverthelefs, they have the audacity 
to claim his eftate, not only relying on the will, but even fetting up a 
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this argument, judges, you will pay no attention; for Cleon's Uuu, «c 
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you before heard, was adopted by another family, and no man thus 
emancipated can lucceed to the property, which he has relinquished, 
unlefs he be allowed in due form of law to return into the houfe from 
which he came : and, as to the pretended adoption of Cleon’s fon, the 
relations of Aftyphilus fo firmly believe it to be a fi&ion, that they 
never would admit the boy to their table in the feftival of Apaturia, but 
always difmifted him when he came to demand his /hare of the feaft, 
as I will prove by undoubted evidence, deposition. 
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Now, juftly weighing in your minds what each of us has depofed, 
pronounce a fentence agreeable to truth, Cleon, you find, aiferts, that 
his fon was adopted by Aftyphilus j and that the will, which he pro¬ 
duces, was made by the deceafed: this I abfolutely deny, and alledge 
that I, who, as they know, am his brother, have a: juft claim to the 
whole inheritance. Beware then, judges, of appointing an heir to Afty¬ 
philus, whom he, when he was alive, would not have appointed; but 
let the law’s, which yourfelves have enacted, be your guide in my caufe: 
by thofe very laws am I protected, and requeft you, judges (nor can 
any requeft be more facred), to eftablith my right of fucceftion to my 
brother. I have aflerted that he never difpofed of his eftate, and have 
confirmed my aflertion by unanfwerable evidence: affift me then in 
this diftrefs j and, if Cleon furpalles me in the powers of elocution, let 
not his talents avail him in defiance of juftice and law j but exert your 
own underftandings in the decifion of this caufe, fince for no other end 
are you aflembled, than that the audacious may not reap advantage from 
their boldnefs, but that the timid and unexperienced may fupport their 
juft claims, with a full convidtion that your minds are intent upon 
nothing hut the truth. Let your verdidl, therefore, judges, be favour¬ 
able to me j and confider what evils will enfue from your decree in 
favour of Cleon: firft, you will fend to the monument, and the Ihrines of 

Aftyphilus, 










or that his fenfes were impaired by poifon ?) and, lafhly, you will lv<flfer 
me, who was nuirfed and educated with my brother, to be dripped of 
my fortune by this Cleon. I fupplicate. therefore, and implore you, 
dges, to decide the caufe in my favour j for thus will you give fatif- 
faction to the departed fpirit of Aftyphilus, and will defend me from'* 
flagrant injury, . f 
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ARISTARCHUS having wc fons, Cyronides and Demochares, 
daughters, one of w’ /h was the mother of the complainant, 
pated Cyronides an j eaufed -him to be appointed feprefentativc 
maternal grandfather Xenaenetus; leaving his other children to inherit 
hjs own eftate. Demochares died without iflife, and one of his daughters 
^tlo died childlefs; fo that the whole fortune of Ariftanchus caine bylaw 
to tiiC* complainant’s mother, who was the furviving daughter. 

■After trie death of Ariftarchus, his brother Ariftomenes, who was law¬ 
ful guardian to Iii5 children, gave feris d^n'"daughter in'iSfarrkee to Cyfo- 
nides, and engaged to lupport his $aim to all, the po|Tel^ons of his father, 
by whom he had been emancipated. Cyronides had a fon,' who was 
named Arifiarchus, and wa's admitted by Anftomehps to the houfe apd 
property of his grandfather, as if this bad been conformable to the willjof 
the deceafcd. This grandfon died young, having by will left the fortune 
to a brother ©f his, named Xenaenepis. ; 

While thefe things were tranfaifted, and the younger Xenaenetus pof- 
feffed the eftate of the elder Arifiarchus, the fon of the furviving daughter 
before-mentioned brought his bill of complaint, iniifting that he alone 
ought juftly to take the inheritance; that Cyronides was wholly excluded 
by his emancipation; that the deceafe,d, having a legitimate fon, Demo¬ 
chares, could not legally have adopted another by his will; and that Qe- 
moebares himfelf, being under age, was difabled, as well as his lifter who 
died, from introducing a, fop byiadoption to their father’s family: fo that 
the admiffibn of thp younger Arifiarchus to the polfellions of the elder beitig 
illegal, the will of the perfdn fo admitted was invalid ; fince be could not 
transfer to another what lie bad not legally obtained. Ifaeus contends, 
therefore,'that this laft-mentioned ;, will h^ing fet alide, the property de- 
| volves of courfe to the complainant, who reprefenls the legitimate 
daughter of the elder Ariftarchus. The fpeeCh is argumentative; and the 
caufe turns upon the validity of fucli a will, and the comparative merits of 
y both claimants. 
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£ CANNOT help wifhing, judges* th'a 

to fpeak faifely with confidence; I oi 

truth in this caufe with equal boidnefs j for t 

would fpeedtly determine, whether we are un 
_ # 

in difpute, or they unjuft in withholding 


rightful heirs; but at prefent, judges, the conteil hetwe 
means equal, fince thefe men nave fuch powers in (peaking and fuch ac- 

mU '$V c V 

other men, that I never before have pleaded even for myfelf, can only 
reft my hopes on your attention and indulgence. 

\ I was compelled, judges, when I found it impoftible to obtain redrefs 
without litigation, to declare on my examination before the magiftrate, 

,p ;i’ that my mother was the daughter of Ariftarchus and lifter of Cyronides, 



he determined by law, is, Whether Ariftarchus left his own property to 
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the, defendant, or difpofed of an eftate which he had no right to poftefs? 


This is the true queftion; for the laws permit every one to leave his own 
as he pleafes, but have given no, man a power to part with the pofteflions 
Of another : if therefore you will hear me with benevolence, I will firft 
inform you, that this eftate belonged not originally* to thefe aftociates, 
but was my mother’s patrimony; and will afterwards endeavour to con¬ 
vince you, that Ariftarchus occupied it by no law whatever, but, in vio¬ 
lation of every law, confpired with his confederates to injure my mother. 
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I will begin my narration from that period, whence you will be able to 
form the cleareft conception of the whole cafe. 




Ariflarchus, judges, of Sypalletus married a daughter of Xensenetus 
the Acharnean, and by her had two fons, Cyronides and Demochares, 
with as many daughters, one of whom was my mother: now Cyronides, 
the father of the defendant and of the other Ariflarchus, who wrong¬ 
fully kept pofTeffion of this eflate, was received by adoption into an¬ 
other family, and confequently waived all right to the fortune of that 
houfe, from which he was emancipated. On the death of old Ariflar- 
chus, his fon Demochares inherited his poffeffions; but, he and his other 
filler dying without iffue, my 'mother became foie heirefs of the family 


sflate ; yet, although her nearefl relation ought to have married her and 


defended her property, fhe was treated on that occaiion, judges, with 
extreme iniquity; for, Ariftomenes the brother of Ariflarchus, having 
a fon and a daughter, and having the option either to take my mother 
himfelf, or to caufe her by an adjudication of the court to be wedded 
to his fon, did neither one nor the other, but gave his own daughter, 
together with my mother’s whole fortune, to Cyronides, of whom this 
Xenaenetus and Ariflarchus, now deceafed, were the fons. After this 
he was pleafed to give my mother in marriage to my father; and, Cy¬ 
ronides dying, the brother of Xenaenetus was let into poffeflion as the 
adopted fon of the elder Ariflarchus, whofe name he bore: now that 
l'uch conduct can be juflified by no law, I will prove to you, judges, by 
many decifive arguments; and, firfl, I will produce evidence, that Cy¬ 
ronides was emancipated and adopted into the family of old Xentenetus, 
in whofe houfe he died; next, that Ariflarchus, the firfl purchafer of 
this eflate, died before his fon Demochares; that Demochares and his 
younger filler both died infants; and, by confequence, that the in¬ 
heritance came legally to my mother. Call up the witnefies. evi¬ 
dence. 
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This is our title, judges, to the eftate in queftion; for, Cyronides 
being adopted into the family of Xenaenetus, it defeended from Ariftar- 
chus to his fecond fon Demochares, and from him to my mother, who 
was one of his fillers: but, fince they let no limits to their audacity. 


and prefume to claim our property without any colour of jullice, it is 
necefiary to convince you, that the younger Ariftarchus was admitted to 


the ward of the elder by no legal courfe whatever j for, when you are 
apprized of this, you will clearly apprehend, that no man can lawfully 
devife an eftatc, which he unlawfully pofifelTed. 



None of you, I believe, can be ignorant, that teftamentary adoptions 
are legal only when the tellator has exprefsly appointed and nominated 
the perfon adopted : now, if any one fhould fay, that Ariftarchus made 
luch an appointment, he would fpeak untruly j for, while Demochares, 
his legitimate fon, was living, he neither could have the inclination, 
nor would he by law have the power, to adopt another ; or, if they 
aflert, that, after the death of Ariftarchus, fuch an adoption was made 
by Demochares, they will again fpeak falfely; for an infant is not per¬ 
mitted to make a will, the law exprefsly ordaining that neither an infant 
nor a woman fhall do an aft for the difpofal of a fum exceeding the 
price of one bufhel of barley : but it has been proved, that Ariftarchus 
died before his fon Demochares, and that he too died not long after ; fo 
that even on a fuppofition of their having made their wills, which they 
never did make, it would not have been lawful for the younger Ariftar¬ 
chus to inherit thefe poffefiions. Read the laws, by which both the 
father and the Ion are forbidden, in fimilar circumftances, to difpofe by 
will of their eftates. the laws. 

It is then apparent, judges, that Cyronides had no power to appoint 
an heir to his father; he might indeed, if he had left a fon of his own 
in the houfe of Xenaenetus, have returned to his father’s family ; but, if 


they 
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they affert that he did return to it, they will fpeak 


if they infill that any third perfon appointed tl 
grandfather, fuch an appointment would have been illeg 
urge, that his grandfather himfelf adopted him, tl 
produce any law by which fuch an adoption can 
to expatiate on what they may probably alledge, it will appear dill 
nnore glaringly to you from, what they actually do alledge, that they 
are in podeffion of my mother’s inheritance ugaimt law and again 1 * 
decency. 
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It is certain, that neither Aridomenes, nor his fon Apollodorus, to 
one of whom my mother fhouid have been given in marriage, had any 
luch right as that for which they contend $ for it would be ftrange, 
when neither of thofe men, had my mother been married to one of 
them, could legally have difpofed of her edate (dnce the law gives the 
fortune of an heirels to her fons in the fecond year after their age of 
puberty) if yet, when they difpofed of her to another, they might no¬ 
minate an heir to her podeffions: harlh and abfurd, indeed, would be 
fuch a condru&ion of the law. Yet more, her own father, even had 
there been no male children, could not have left his edate without her j 
for the law permits a man, who has no fons, to devife his property to 
whom he pleafes, provided that the devifee take his daughter in mar¬ 
riage. And fhall a man, who neither thought proper to marry her 
himfelf, nor bore any nearer relation to her than that of coufin, be al¬ 
lowed, in defiance of all laws, to appoint an heir to her fortune ? Can 
fuch an appointment be valid ? Who among you can perfuade himfelf 
of its validity? For my own part, judges, I am fully convinced, that 
neither Xenametus, nor any other mortal, can difprove my mother’s 
right to this edate, which dcfcended to her from her brother Demo- 
chares ; but, if they have the confidence to infid upon that point, 
command them to produce the law, by which the adoption of Aridar- 

chus 



iiat the property in difpute was my mother’s at firft, and that 
r as unjuftly deprived of it by thefe plunderers, has been, I think, 
muieiently demonftrated by the arguments which have been adduced, 
the evidence which has been laid before you, and the laws which you 
have heard: indeed the confederates them:!elves appear fo perfectly con- 
fcious of their wrongful intrufion, that they reft not their argument 
folely upon the legality of Ariftarchus’s admiflion to the ward of his 
grandfather, but add, that his father had a lien upon the eftate for ex~ 
penfes incurred by him in defending a fuit concerning it; fo that, if 
their claim ftiould be proved unjuft on the firft ground, they may feem 
on the fecond at leaft to have juftice on their tide. Yet that there is no 
truth, judges, in this aflertion, I will convince you by the ftrongeft 
arguments ; for, had the fortune been really incumbered, as they alledgc, 
they would not have difburfed their money to pay the debt: it was not 
in fad their buiinefs ; but thofe, who might have demanded my mother 
in marriage, fhould have deliberated on that affair; nor would they 
have appointed Ariftarchus to fuch an inheritance, from which they 
could have received no kind of benefit, but rauft have fuftained a con- 
fiderable lofs. Moft people, indeed, when their circumftances are dif- 
treffed, ufually emancipate their fqps, and remove them to fame other 
family, that they may efca'pe the ignominy of their father’s misfortune ; 
and did thefe men difengage themfelves from their own families, and 
pafs by adoption into a houfe burdened with debts, that they might lofe 
even what before belonged to them ? It cannot be : no ; the eftate was 
clear from incumbrances, and defeended regularly to my mother; but 
my adverfaries, eager for gain, have injured her, and invented thefe 

palpable lies to cover their iniquity. 
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)me one among you, judges, may be Jirrprized, when he 
le time, which we iuffered to elapfe, fince we were difpollefled of this 
eftate, without after ting our right to it in a court of judicature, and may 
alk. why after fuch an interval we are at length induced to fet up our 
title: now, though I cannot but think.it unjuft, that any man ihould 
lofe his property, if' either through inability or negledt he has omitted to 
make his claim (for the time is not to be coniidered, but the juftice of 
his demand), yet even for this delay, judges, we can aftign a very rea- 
fonable caufe •, for my father, having engaged himfelf to my mother, 
married her with a portion, and thus, waived her right as heirefs ,• while 
thefe men, therefore, enjoyed the fruits of her eftate, it was not in his 
power to commence a fuit; arid when at my mother’s requeft he called 
them to account, they threatened to have her adjudged to them, unlefs 
he would be fatisfied to take her with the portion •, but, rather than be 
deprived of her, my father would have permitted them to pofiefs an 
eftate of twice the value, and for this reafon he neglected to prefer his 
complaint againft them. After this came the Corinthian war, in which 
both he and I were obliged to enter the field, fo that neither of us was 
able to attend a court 3 and when peace was concluded, I had the mis¬ 
fortune of being a debtor to the publick revenue 3 nor would it then 
have been eafy for me to have contended with fuch antagonifts: fo juft; 
are our excufes for this delay 3 but it is now expedient, that my oppo¬ 
nents ftiould declare, by whofe gift Ariftarchus polTeffed the eftate, by 
virtue of what law he was admitted into his grandfather’s ward, and for 
what reafon my mother was not foie heirefs of all his pofteftions. Thefe 
are the queftions which your fuffrages muft decide j not, whether we 
afleried our title a little later than the ufual time 3 and, if they are 
unable to difprove our right, you cannot with juftice avoid pronouncing 
a fentence in our favour: that they will be unable to difprove it, 1 am 
firmly perluaded 3 for it is not eafy for them to contend againft both law 
and reafon 3 but they will endeavour to move your pity, by telling you 

in 




i they will take oecalion to infill on the cruelty ot letting 
llide his teftament. I too, judges, am perfectly fenlible, that, if any 
n dil'pofes by will of his own, fuch will ought to be binding; but 
rat no difpofition of another man’s property ought in like manner to 
3 e fubftantiated: now this fortune appears to have been ours, not the 
teftator’s ; fo that, if they have recourfe to this argument, and bring 
evidence of Ariftarchus’s will, oblige them to Ihow, as juftice requires, 
that he legally devifed his own ; for it would be the hardell thing ima¬ 
ginable, if Cyronides, and thofe who claim by defeent from him, (hould 
not only have inherited an eftate of above four talents from old Xenae- 
netus, but fhould alfo feize this additional inheritance, whilft I, who am 
defeended from the fame common anceftor with Cyronides, am deprived 
of my mother’s fortune, to which fhe had an indilputable right, efpe- 
cially when they cannot Ihow in themfelves even a colourable title: 
yet, as every polTdTbr of an eftate, whofe right is contefted, mult declare 
who was the mortgagor or vendor of it, or prove that he recovered it by 
a decree of the court, fo lliould thefe men, judges, have entitled them¬ 
felves to your verdict, by fhowing in what manner their right accrued, 
and not by ejecting my mother before any trial from her paternal in¬ 
heritance. 


I fufpedl indeed, that this Xenaenetus is not fatisfied with having la- 
vilhed the wealth of Ariftomenes in his unnatural excefl'es, but wilhes 
to fpend my fortune alfo with the fame difgraceful profulion ; whilft I, 
judges, with a contra&ed income, having given my filler in marriage 
with as large a portion as I could afford; and, confcious of having con¬ 
ducted myfelf with decency, complied with the laws of my country, 
and ferved in its wars, have applied to this tribunal, that I may not be 
wholly ftripped of my pofteftions. 



150 ON THE ESTATE OF ARISTARCHUS. 

To recapitulate the whole: I have proved that Cyronides, the father 
of thefe men, was etiiancipated and removed into another family, from 
which he never returned, that the father of Cyronides and of my mo¬ 
ther let this eflate defcend to his fon Demochares, and that, he dying 
childlefs, it devolved upon my mother. 
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THE ARGUMENT. 


AN attentive infpd£tiqn of the annexed pedigree will give a clearer idea of 
this interefting caufe, than can be conveyed by words : it will there be 
| fcen that Stratvus and the elder Hagnias were brothers, Charidemus and 
Polemo firft coufiiis; and that HAG NIAS, whofe cftate is in queliion, was 
| f econ d coulin both to Stratocles, whofe fon is the complainant, and to 
Theopompus, whom If<eus defends. 

^ On the death of HAGNIAS, firft his niece, and then his half-brother 
Glauco, took pofleflion of his effects, on, pretence that the deceafed had 

_i_. mi , i • - . , . - 






| le ft by will to his niece, with a remainder to Glauco j but Philo- 
mache, the daughter of his,dou/in Eubulides, proved the will to"be forged. 




and obtained a decree foi the el^t ■. Pheoponipus t ifputed the title 
of Philomache, and tlie former decree was reverfed in his favour; but the 
ion of Stratocles, who was in ward to Theopoiripus, claimed a. moiety of 
the eftate, ailedging, that he had an-equal right with his uncle. " This was 
not a private fuit, but a publick ppfecution, or information*' againft a 
guardian for injuring his w&rd. ! : - 
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SPEECH THE TENTH. 


Theopompus againji the Son of Stratocles. 
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I BEGIN my.defence, judges, with a recital of the laws, bceauie my 
adverfary has falfely contended that, by the firft of them, the ion of 
Stratocles has a juft claim to a moiety of this eftate which was left by 
my fecond couiin Hagnias. You will obferve that, when a man dies 
inteftate and childlefs, the law firft calls to the fucceffion the brothers 
of the deceafed, if he had any by the fame father, and the children of 
thofe brothers, for they are related to him in the neareft degree; if he 
had no brothers, his lifters by the fame father, and their children, are 
his fucceffors ; on failure of thefe alio, thofe in the third degree are 
called, and they are tire firft and fecond coufins of the deceafed by the 
father’s fide: if thefe too fail, the law returns to the firft degree, and 
gives the inheritance to the brothers or filters by the fame mother, and 
to the other kinfmen on the maternal fide, in order as thofe on the 
paternal fide would have inherited. The legifiator prefcribes thefe 
rules of fucceifion and limits thefe degrees in terms more concife than . 
thofe which I ufe; but his intention is clearly the fame : now this boy 
is not related to Hagnias in one of thefe degrees, but is wholly excluded ; 
and, that you may form a difiinft idea of the point which you-muft 
decide, let my antagoilfft fhow, without fuperfiuous words, in which of 
the degrees juft mentioned the boy is related to the laft owner of 
eftate ; for, if he can prove his relationfhip in any one of them, I 
lingly allow that half of the inheritance belongs to him; but, if nothing 
of this kind can be Ihown, will he not clearly conviCl himfelf of having 
calumniated me, and attempted to delude you in defiance of the law ? X 
will, therefore, bring him up to your tribunal, and interrogate him, as’, 
the heads of the law are read by the officer; for thus will you foon be 

informedi 
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Come, thou who art fo ikilful in accufing others, and in perverting 
the laws; and do you (to the clerk) take the law and read, the law. 


II 


There flop.—-Now let me propofe a few queflions to my adverlary: 
s the boy, whom you lupport, the brother of Hagnias ? No.—Or his 
nephew either by his brother or his lifter ? No.—Or his firft or fecond 
coulin cither on his father’s fide or on his mother’s? In which of thofe 
degrees, I fay, that are legally called to the fucceffion, was he related 
to the deceafed ?<—Anfwer me not that he is my nephew j for my eflate 
is not now in difpute, as I am living ; but had I died childlefs, and had 
there been a luit concerning my property, then would fuch an anfwer 
have been proper. You now pretend, that the fon of Stratocles has a 
right to a moiety of this eflate ; it is therefore incumbent on you to 
name the degree, in which the claimant was related to Hagnias. His 
anfwers, judges, are foreign to the purpofe, and apply to every thing but 
that which you with to know : yet a man, who intends to do juftice, 
ought not to hefitate, but to fpeak dire&ly, and not only to anfwer with 
candour, but upon oath, and to produce evidence of the fad: which he 
allerts, that you may the more readily believe his affertion ; but now fo 
fhamelefs is his impudence,'that, without giving one explicit anfwer, 
without calling a fingle witnefs, without taking an oath, wuthout citing 
any laws, he has hopes of perfuading you to convidt me, againfl all law, 
in a caufe which you are fworn to decide according to the laws of your 
country. In this moil iniquitous way of proceeding I will by no means 
imitate him, but will openly evince my relation to the deceafed, will 
explain the grounds on which I claim his eflate, and will demonflrate 
to your general latisfadion, that both this boy, and all thofe who have 
before contended againfl me for the fame property, are utterly excluded 

from 




perceive the weakness of their claim, and the folidity of mine 
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Myfelf and ijrlagnias, judges, and Eubulides, and Stratocles, 
Stratius, whofe filter was the mother of Hagnias, were the children of 
three firft coufins ; for our fathers were the fons of as many brothers: 
now Hagnias, when he was preparing to embark on an embafty con¬ 
cerning fome affairs of great advantage to the ftate, made his will, in 
which, inftead of leaving his fortune., in cafe of any accident, to us his 
neareft relations, he appointed his niece to be his heirefs, and ordered 
that, on her deceafe, his eftate Ihould go to Glauco, his half-brother. 
Some time after his death, both Eubulides died, and the niece whom 
Hagnias had adopted j upon which Glauco took pofTeffion of the inhe¬ 
ritance by virtue of the limitation to him ; nor did we then conceive it 
juft to conteft the validity of the will, but candidly acquiefced in it, and 
thought that the intention of the deceafed ought to be effectuated: yet 
Phylomache, the daughter of Eubulides, affifted by her confederates, 
claimed the eftate, and by furprize obtained a fentence in her favour 
againft the claimants under the will, although Hie was not in the re¬ 
gular line of fucceflionj but Ihe hoped, it feems, that we would not 
oppofe her, as we had not difputed the teftament of Hagnias : we, how¬ 
ever (l mean Stratius and Stratocles and myfelf) perceiving that the 
inheritance was now open to the next of kin, were preparing to inffitute 
a fuit: but, before our claim could be regularly and formally made, 
both Stratocles and Stratius died, leaving me the only furviving fecond 
coufin of Hagnias, to whom the law gives the right of fucceffion, after 
the death of all thofe who flood in the fame degree of confanguinity. 
Who will prove to you, that I am thus entitled to the eftate, and that 
the children of my brothers, of whom this boy is one, are entirely ex¬ 
cluded ? The law itfelf; for it is confefted on all ftdes that the inhe¬ 
ritance ; 
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to the lecond coufins oh the father’s fide, but whether it 
■feend to the children of thofe coufins, is now to be confidere.d, 
;he law, and read it to the jury, the law. But if there be no 
r men on the father s jide fo near as the fecond coujihs> then let thofe on the 


mother's fide fucceed to the ejiate in the fame order 


You mud remark, judges, that the legiflator hath not laid, $ there 
be no nearer kjgfmen on the father s fide, let the children of the iecond 
coufins have the eftate, but has given it, on failure of relations in the 
fame degree with my brother and me, to thofe on the maternal tide, to 
the brothers or fitters and their children, and fo to the reft, as it has been 
before obferved, whiltt our children are completely barred from claim¬ 
ing any fhare: fince then, ad I been dead, the law would not have 
called them to the fucceffion, how can they conceive, that, whiltt I 
am living and legally poflelfed of the property, they can have any title 
to the inheritance? It cannot be: fince the others, therefore, whofe 
fathers were in the fame degree with me, have not the fiiadow of a title, 
* no more has this bpy, whofe father Stratocles was my brother. It is 
then moft abominably iniquitous in my adversaries, when the laws have 
fo explicitly given me the fuccefiion, and fo manifeftly excluded all 
Mothers, to load me with calumny •, and, when I put in my claim, neither 
to controvert my right, nor to give pledges of proving their own (al¬ 
though that was the time for contending with me, had juftice been on 
their fide) : but now to harafs me in the boy’s name, and expofe me by 
a publick profecution to the greateft of all dangers, and, without accufing 
me of having embezzled the property, which belongs confeftedly to my 
ward, and which if I had unjuftly or djflioneftly lavilhed, as they have 
done, I Ihould have deferved this rigour j without pretending, I lay, to 
bring any luch charge, to attack me with fo much violence for an eftate, 
wduch you, judges, having permitted any one who pleafed to litigate 
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my claim, decided folemnly to be mine, is an excels of audacious 
iniquity.' ■ 


What has already been urged, j udges, has, X believe, convinced you, 
that I neither injure this boy in any refpe£t, nor am in the Jeaft degree 
guilty of the crimes which they impute to me; but I think you will be 
able to form a more accurate judgement, when you have heard in what 
manner I claimed this eftate, and for what reafons my» claim was de¬ 
termined to be juft. At the time, judges, when I began the fuit, 
neither did my prefent accufer think proper to give pledges of fupport- 
ing the title of this youth, nor had the children of Stratius, who itand 
in the fame degree with him,-any idea of oppofing me, but all imagined 
that my right was on no pretence to be imputed ; nor would this very 
man have now moleftecl me, if i nad fuffered him to perfift in plunder¬ 
ing the boy’s eifedts at his pleafure, and had not given a tiMlly check 
to his rapacioulnefs: this part then of the family, as I juft informed 


you, being perfuaded that they were not in the order of fucceffion, re¬ 



mained inactive } but the agents of Phylomache, the daughter of Eubu- 
lides, who was in an equal degree with the fon of Stratius, together 
with thofe to whofe care the mother of Hagnias was committed, ha< 
the boldnefs to contend with me; yet fo uncertain were they wha 
title to fet forth in their bill of complaint, that Phylomache, who was 
in poifeftion of the eftate, and the advocates, who fupported her 
not daring to difclofe the truth, and having alferted a palpable 
were eafily confuted by me ; while the fupporters of Hagnias’s mother, 
who, being the After of Stratius, was in the fame degree with myfelf, 
but was excluded by the law, 'which gives a preference to males, waived 
that paft of her pretended title, and, thinking to overpower me with 
their arguments, infilled that die was the mother of the deceafeda re¬ 
lation, I admit, the neareft of all by nature, but not recognifed by law 
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birth to the laft poflefTor of the e 

uries fet both on their oaths and on juftice, that ,_ __ __ 

by their fuffrages the legality of my title. If then I prevailed in this, 
manner again ft thefe female claimants, by demonftrating that they could 
not legally fucceed, if this falfe accufer durft not at that time claim a 
moiety of the inheritance for the fon of Stratocles, if the children of 
Stratius, who ftand on the fame ground with him, do not even now 
think it juft to conteft my right, if I am in pofteffion of the lands and 
money by virtue of your fentence, and if I prove that my adverfary 
cannot now fhow in what legal degree the boy was related to Hagnias, 
what elfe, judges, have you to learn ? What further can you defire to 
hear in this caufe ? I perfuade myfelf, that what has been faid will be 
fully fufficient for men of your folid underllanding. Yet this calumniator, 
who fcruples not to circulate whatever his malignity can fuggeft, and 
flatters himfelf that his iniquity will continue uncenfured, had the con ¬ 
fidence to accufe me of many bad actions (for which defamation I fhall, 
perhaps, call him to account), and particularly of having made a bar¬ 
gain with Stratocles, when we were preparing our fuit, concerning a 
partition of the inheritance j a bargain which we alone of all perfons, 
who were going to law, could not pofibly have made : the daughter of 
Eubulides, indeed, and the mother of Hagnias, who claimed by two 
diftind. titles, might have agreed, when they thought proper to oppofe 
me, that whoever was fuccefsful fhould refign a fliare to the other, for 
a feparate urn was placed on the ballot for each of them; but our cafe 
was totally different; for as our title was precifely the feme, although 
each of us claimed a moiety, a fingle urn would have fcrved for us both, 
fo that it was impoffible for one to fucceed and the other to fail, fince 
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the danger was common to both of us: no agreement then of this nature 
could have been made by us; but, when Stratocles, before we had 
put in our refpedive claims, was prevented by death from profecuting 
his hut. and his fon was difabled by the law from renewing it, fo that 
the whole fuceeffion devolved upon me as lad in cider, and it became 
oece/Tary to evid the wrongful po/Te/Tors of the e/late, my accufer in¬ 
dented this idle calumny,, expecting eafily to delude you by his falfe pre¬ 
tences. That no fuch compact, indeed, could have been made to any 
purpofe, but that the fixed and regular courfe of proceeding wholly pre¬ 
vented it, the law itfelf will evince ; which take and read to the court. 
the law. Does this law feem to have put it in our power to make 
fuch a compromife ? Does it not render it impracticable, even, if an 
agreement had been idly formed, by ordaining exprefsly that each party 
litigant /hall fue for his dblind: portion, but that a fingle urn /hall ferve 
for thofe who claim under the fame title, and that all fuch caufes /hall 
be conducted in a fimilar manner ? Yet has this man, not regarding the 
pofitive diredion of the law, not confidering the impoffibility of fuch a 
fcheme, had the boldnefs to make^his heavy charge againft me without 
either truth or reafon; nor has he been contented with this, but lias 
aflerted the mo/l inconfiftent things imaginable, to which, judges, I re- 
que/l your ferious attention. 

He avers, that I engaged to give the boy a moiety of the e/late, if I 
prevailed over thofe who were in'po/ieffion of it; yet, if he had a right 
to fuch a portion, by nearnefs of blood, as my adverfary pretends, what 
occafion was there for fuch a promife on my part ? If they fpeak truly, 
he had an equal power with me of exhibiting a bill for his moiety; and, 
if he had no kind of title as next of kin, what could poffibly have in¬ 
duced me to make fuch an engagement, when the law clearly gave me 
the whole eftate ? Could not I have put in my claim without obtaining 
their content? This they cannot fay ; for the law permits any man to 
: v ;; -.A--'.vA; claim 




make any compromiie with me, if he could not leave any part of thefe 
u:„ as he had no decree, and the property never veiled in 
improbable, that 1 ihould have promifed to give the 
y> let your verdidl on this day fubftantpte my juft claim to 
the whole j and, if thefe confederates never inftituted a fuit for this 
nor ever thought proper to contend againft me, can you poflibly 


give credit to their allegations ? i think you cannot: but as you may 


reafonably be furprized, that they negle&ed at that time to demand 
their moiety, my opponent afferts, that my promife of reiigning a fhare 
prevented them from attacking the other parties, and that they could 
not legally enter into a cohteft with, me, becaufe an orphan cannot bring 
an adtioh againft. his guardian ; both which afttrtions are falfe ; for 
neither can they produce a law, which wrould have precluded my ward 
from aiTerting his claims (finds the laws would by no means have re- 
ftrained him, but, as they allow a criminal profecution againft me, fo 
they give both me and him a mutual right of maintaining civil actions). 


nor were 


of mine, but folely by their confcioufnefs that no part of the inheritance 
juftly belonged to them ; and I am fully perfuaded, that, had I even fuf- 
fered the boy to obtain judgement againft me for a moiety, his advocates 
and friends would not have attempted to take pofieflion of it, nor would 
they have permitted him to po fiefs it, being perfectly aware of the 
danger ; fince, as they would have taken an eftate without being in the 
legal order or fucceffion, thoic in a nearer degree might inftantly have 
applied to the court and would infallibly have evicted them; for, as I 
began with obferving, the law wholly excludes from the inheritance the 
ions of relations in the fame degree with me, and, if our degree fails, it 

calls 





in which contention they would have been fo far from producing a 
better title, that they could have produced no title at all j or if Glauco 


had felinquifhed his claim, the mother of him and of Hagnias might: 
then have juftly entered into litigation for the property of her fon ; and, 
as lhe would have difputed with perfons by no means admiffible to the 
fucceflion, (lie wouk^clearly have obtained your fentence for the moiety, 
both law and natural juftice confpiring in her favour. It is apparent, 
therefore, that my aecufer was not prevented from fupporting the boy ’s 
demand either by my undertaking or by any law whatever; but, having 
by falfe pretexts and iniquitous calumnies contrived this information, 
and now having opened his pretended charge againft me, he has hopes 
of removing me from the guardian {hip and of transferring it to himfelf j 
imagining, that by this contrivance he fhows his art and dexterity, lince, 
if he fails of fuccefs, he will fuftain no lofs, and, if he attains the objed 
of his machinations, he will diffipate with fafety the pofleflions of this 
youth : you will not then liften to the allegations of my adverfary, nor 
encourage the pradice of profecuting criminally, when the laws have 
provided a remedy by a civil adion. So perfedly limple and fo intelli¬ 
gible is the juftice of my cafe : I will, therefore, in few words, reca¬ 
pitulate the heads of it, and having, as it were, depofited them in. your 
memory, will afterwards proceed to the other part of my defence againft 
the remaining articles of accufation. 


What then is the real equity of my caufe, and how ftiall I define it r 
This it clearly is: if my opponent avers, that the youth, from his rela¬ 
tion to Hagnias, has a right to a moiety his eftate, let him fue for it 
in the court of the Archon; and if you there decide in his favour, let 
him, as the laws dired, take what he demands ; but, if he abandons this 
claim, and infills upon my promife to divide the property, which I ab - 



. 

or fupport an addon again# me, let him 
which refrains him, and if he can fairly produce it, let 
him on that ground obtain a verdict for his moiety. Yet farther, if he 


urges that it was neither competent to claim half the eftate, nor to 
bring an action on the fuppofed promile, but that he has, neverthelefs, 
a legal title, let him petition the Archon, to make a leafe of the poflef- 
fions in difpute, and let the lefTee demand a moiety from me as belong¬ 
ing to the fort of Stratocles. It would have been confonant to juftice, 
and agreeable to the directions of the law, to have followed any one of 
thefe methods; but it is Neither juft nor legal to harafs me with a 
publick profecution, when a private adtion was maintainable; and to 
expofe even my perfon to danger, becaufe I will not refign to this 
boy the property which I recovered by your luffrages from thofe who 
unjuftly polTefled it: had I indeed, managed any of thofe efteCts, which 
are indifputably his, with difhonefty and to his detriment, then would an 
information again#: me have been juftifiabie; but not when I am guil 
of no other crime than a resolution to keep my own eftate. 




Now, that my antagonift has not adled juftly in any one of t 




ftances, that he has not fpoken truth on any of the other points, but 
has fabricated this accufation from fordid motives of intereft, warping 
the laws to his own fenfe, and endeavouring to circumvent both you 
and me again# equity and reafon, I think, by all the Gods, that none 
of you can be ignorant; fo that all further arguments on this head feem 
unneceflary. 


I obferve, judges, that my adverfary principally dwells in his charge 
on atcomparifon of the boy’s fortune with mine, and reprefents his 
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circumftaaees as extremely narrow, but exp; 
wealth, which he bellows on me; acculinr 
fitch avarice, that, although Stratocles left four 

imm 


given a portion to any of them, even whilft I. r ~ 

afferts, ot their brother’s eftate: this allegation 1 think it 


refute; for he hopes, by his flourifhing harangue, to raife your envy 


of me on account of my accumulated riches, and to excite your com¬ 
panion for the children of my brother by deploring their pretended in¬ 
digence. Of thefe fafts, therefore, you mull not be ignorant, but 
lhall hear an exaffc Hate of them, which wilf convince you, that my 
accufer fpeaks fallely on this head, as he has ipoken on all the others; for 
1 I IhOuld acknowledge' myfelf to be the bafefl of mortals, if Stratocles 
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had died in want, and I being wealthy had taken no care of his children.; 
but if he left them a fortune both more ample and more fecure than 
my own, fo ample, indeed, that the girls were married with handfome 
portions, and the boy was made rich with what remained, if I have fo 
diligently managed their affairs, as to raife their ellate confiderably, 1 
cannot juflly incur any cenlure for not religning my own property to 
augment theirs, but rather delerve commendation for my prudence and 
induftry: that all this is true, I can ealily demonllrate; and, lirft, I will 
apprize you of our refpe&ive fortunes, after which I will Ihow in what 
manner I have regulated the concerns of my nephew. 


The patrimony of Stratocles and myfelf was fuch as might content 
us, but not fufficient to defray the expence of publick offices: what 
proves it is, that neither of us received more than twenty minas with 
our wives, and fo fmall a portion is not ufually given to men of affluent 
fortunes; but it happened, that Stratocles had the addition of two 
talents and a half to his paternal inheritance; for Theophon, his wife's 
brother, died, having adopted one of his daughters, to whom he gave a 
farm in the diflrid of Eleufis worth two talents, together with fixty 

Iheep, 


iheep, an hundred goats, his houfehold furniture, a fine Horfe on which 

M en he commanded a troop, and all his other cffeds; of which 
aving enjoyed the profits for nine whole years, left a fortune 
of five talents and a half, including his patrimony, but exclufively of 
what Theophon had given to his daughter- His eflate was this : a farm 
at Thriae, worth two talents and a half ; a houfe at IVlelite, which has 
been fold for half a talent, and another in Eleufis, worth five minas: 
fuch was the real eflate of Stratocles, and thefe were the yearly rents of 
it; of the farm, twelve minas; of the houfes, three: he had, befides > 
forty minas out at interefl, which, at the rate of nine ©bolus’s a month 
for every mina, bring in annually feven minas and twenty drachmas; his 
whole income, therefore, was more than twenty-two minas. In addition 
to thefe he left furniture, fheep, corn, wine, fruit; all which have been 
fold for forty minas: he had alfo nine minas in money; and to them 
wo may add his debts, which were called in, to the amount of near 
ten minas, and wfeich the widow of Stratocles acknowledged before 
witnefles to be the boy's property. I fay nothing of the other effects 
which he left and which they conceal ; but I fpeak only of what ap¬ 
pears, and what, they are willing to admit. Gall the witnefles to all 
thefe fads, witnesses. # 


Such was the fortune of Stratocles, and even larger than this; but I 
fliall have fome other occaiion to call them to account for the goods, 
which they have embezzled. Now what is my prefent eft ate ? A farm 
in CEnea worth only fifty minas, and the inheritance of Hagnias amount¬ 
ing to two talents and fifty minas, which fums together are lefs by one 
hundred and ten minas than the fortune of this youth: in this calcula¬ 
tion too I have comprized the effeds of my fon, whom I emancipated, 
but have not added to the oppofite fide the property which Theophon 
left his dtughter by adoption, and which may fairly be valued at 
two talents and a half; with that addition, which however I have not 
vol. iv. * z made, 
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made, their eftate will amount to eit 
heritance of Hagnias Is not yet well fecured to 
brought again ft the witneflfes for perjury will make it neceffary for me 
to obtain a fecond adjudication; but Stratocles left his pofleflions to his 
fon uncontroverted and incontrovertible. Now let thefe depositions be 
read, to prove that my effects, together with thofe of my fon, amount 
to no more than what I have mentioned, and that actions are depending 

« •« # ^ »v‘; • ‘V 1 - y.j • v _• 

againft fome witnefles in the caufe concerning the eftate of Hagnias. 

DEPOSITIONS. 1 • ■ ; 


Is the difference then trifling between our refpe&ive fortunes ? Or 
rather, is it not fo great, that mine appears almoft as nothing in com¬ 


panion of that which was left to the children of Stratocles ? You can¬ 
not therefore give credit to the aflertions of’this man, who, although the 
boy has a flourifhing eftate of his own, "has ventured to prefer fo violent 
and fo groundlels a charge againft me, and infifts on three eftates, which 
he fuppofes me to have inherited, together with the vaft wealth which 
I have amafled $ all which, he fays, I have fecreted, that the publick 
may reap no advantage from my opulence. Such are the Calumnies, 
which men, who have nothing ^quitabie to alledge, are forced to in¬ 
vent, that they may confound the innocent with the boldnefs of their 
accufations! You will all, however, teftify for me, that my wife’s two 
brothers, Chsereleos and Macartatus, were not in the rank of thofe who 
bear expensive offices, but were in circumftances extremely contracted: 
you know, that Macartatus, having fold his farm, bought a galley, 
which he armed, and failed in it to Crete j nor was this a private aCt, 
but of fuch notoriety, that it wts mentioned in the affembly of the 
people where fome were apprehenfive that the Lacedaemonians would 
confider fuch an expedition as a breach of the peace, and^would confe- 
quently renew hoftilities. Chaereleos, indeed, left an eftatfe in Prof* 
palta not worth more than half a talent, and died before Macartatus, 
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tian farm became t 
cipate or.e of my fons, that he might continue the name and pteferve 
the family of her deceased brother Macartatus; not that ray parting 
with that eftate might exempt me from ferving publick offices, for 
that made no difference, as I had ferved before it camq, to me, and was 
among the readied: to join in contributions, and to perform all 


duties which you required of me; lo that this informer mod falfely 
charges me with being an ufelefs, yet an opulent, citizen. 


. 


■M: 


' 


; I will fum up the whole caufe in one word by a 
propofal, which you will allow, 1 am perfuaded, to be jud: I offer to 
bring my whole edate, large or fnaall, into hotchpot with that of my ; 
ward, and When they are mixed together, let each of us fairly take a 
moiety of the aggregate value, fo that neither of us may poffefs more 
than the other j but to this, I know,, my adverfary will never confent. 
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THE law, by which every borough in At 


' view of its members, and to rejefl all 
gave the rejefted a power of appealing 
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t genuine citizens, 
courts ofjuftidfe at Athens 
but ordained, that, if the appellants failed in proving their right, they 
fliould be fold for Haves, and their property confiscated. 

EUPMILETUS, the fon of Hegefippus, had been disfranchifed by the 
Erchians in confequence of fome private quarrelj and the difpute was at 
fir ft referred to two arbitrators, who made an award in his favour ; but, as 
the burgefles perfifted in their refufal to admit him, he was nbt deterred 
by the rigour of the Jaw from bringing hisbppeal, Ifreus, who cornpofed 
the fpeech for one of the appellant’s brothers, began with an exaft narra¬ 
tive of the whole tranfa£tion, and, having called witneffes in confirmation 
of it, 
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Kimmen. iNow conlider hrit wiiat could have induced our father to in¬ 
vent a falfity, and to take by adoption a fon, whom he had not by nature ; 
for you will find, that all adoptions are made by men, who either have 
no children lawfully born, or are compelled by fheir*poverty to adopt 
feme wealthy foreigners, from whom they expedt a pecuniary acknow- 
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Athens : but our father had neither of thefe motives; for we tv 
legitimate fons, fo that he could not have been in want of an heir; nor 
had he any need of fupport from this adopted fon, fuice he pofiefled a 
haridfome competence of his own; and it has, moreover, been proved to 
you, that he maintained Euphiletus from his infancy, conduced his edu¬ 
cation, and introduced him to the members of his ward, of all which the 
expenfes are by no means inconfiderable. It cannot then be thought pro¬ 
bable, judges, that my fi#her would have added fo unjuftly without anv 
proipedl of advantage : ftill lefs can any mortal fuppofe me to be capable 
of Iuch confummate folly, as to give falfe evidence in favour of another 
man, in order to make my patrimony dillributable among a greater num¬ 
ber ; for I fiiouid preclude myfelf from the power of contending on a 
future occafion that he was not-my brother; nor would any of you endure 
ev^i the found of my voice, if, having taken'a part in the prefent litjga 
tion, and giveain evidence my nearnds of blood to the appellant, I thou Id 
afterwards attempt to contradid my own teflimony. It is reafonablc 
too, judges, for you to believe, fhaf not only we, but ail his other kinf- 
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men, have fpoken conformably to the truth ; for you will firft obferve, 
that thofe who married our lifters, would never have fworn falfely in his 
favourj lihce their wives are only the daughters-in-law of his mother, 
and ftep-mothers are in general apt to be at variance with the children 
of their hufbands s fo that, even had Euphiletus been the child of any 
other man than our father, it is not to be imagined, that oi$~ fillers 
would have deiired their own hufbands to be witneftes for the fon of 
their flep-mother: confider alfo, that the next witnefs, our mat$hial 
uncle, but in no degree related to the appellant, would never have 
gratified His mother by making a depofition, not only falfe, but, if 
Euphiletus had indeed been a foreigner,!#manifeftly injurious to his. 

own nephews. • 

r ' 

Yet more t—Who among you, judges, can fuppofe Demaratus, and 
Hegemon, and Nicoftratus, to be guilty of perjury ; men, who, in the 
firft place, will be found unblemifhed with any bad imputation, and 
who, moreover, being intimately connected with us, and perfectly ac¬ 
quainted with our family, have refpe&ively acknowledged upon oath 
the relation which they bear to Euphiletus ? I would gladly, there- 
allc even the molt refpedable of our opponents, by what other 
ie he could prove himfelf to be a citizen of Athens, unlefs by that 
ich we have ufe(j in evincing the right of the appellant; for I can- 
conceiye, that, he could fuggeft any other method, than to fhow that 
both his father and his mother were citizens, and to adduce the tefti- 
mony of Jjjs kinfmen in fupport of his allegations. Were our adver- 
faries, indeed, expofed to the danger of lofing their own franchiles, 
they would think it juft, that you fhould attend to the depoutions of 
their friends and relations rather than to the defamatory charges of their 
accufers j and now, when we give evidence exadtly i^milar to that 
which they would have given for themfelves, fhall they perfuade you to 
be deluded by their pretences, infteafi $f believing the father of Euphi- 

letus. 
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-/ .— --1’elf ? Our father too, judges, who, next to her, 

muft be fuppofed to have the moil certain knowledge of his own ion, 
both deiired at that time, an 
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both deiired at that time, and ’"defires now, to fwear, that Euphiletus 
was his child by an Athenian citizen, whom he had lawfully married. 
Myfelf alio, judges, who was juft thirteen years old, as I before in¬ 
formed you, when the appellant was born, am ready again to degofe that 
this Euphiletus is a&ually my half-brother. You will juilly therefore 
be of opinion, that our oaths deferve greater credit than the bare aifer- :¥ 
tions of our opponents j for we, with a perfedt knowledge of the truth, 
are deiirous of declaring it in favour of our kinfmaa, while they fpeak 
only*what they have heard from his enemies, or rather what they have 
themfelves invented: we too, judges, both laid before the arbitrators, 
and now lay before you, the teilimony of his relations, who cannot be 
reafonably difbelieved; while they, when Euphiletus preferred his 
former complaint, as well again!! the burgeifes of Erchia as again!! the 
mayor, who is fince dead, and when the matter had been two years in a 
courfe of arbitration, were never able to produce a Angle witnefs of liis 
being the fon of any other man than of Hegefippus, which appeared fo 
flrong a mark of their falfe pretenfions, tjvat both arbitrators were unani- 
* mous in conc.emning them. Read now the proof of the former contelt, 
and the event of it, evidence. 
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You have heard it proved, judges, that the award was unfavourable to 
our adverfaries j and, as they would have relied on a contrary determi¬ 
nation as a decifive argument, that our friend was not the fort of He- 
gefippus, fo %ve may fairly rely, as an argument no lefs decifive in his 
favour, on the determination, that the name of an Athenian had been 
injurioufly expunged from the roll of his borough, in which it had firfi: 
been properly infcribed. On the whole, you have heard^ I am con¬ 
vinced, very fufficient proof, that Euphiletus is really our brother and" 
your fellow-citizen, and that he has been rejected with unjuft indignity 
by the burgefies of Erchia. 
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THE ARGUMENT. 

’,V{v. V' " ...v : 

A Have, named Eumathes, had been regularly manumitted by Epigenes his 
mafter, and had opened a banker’s houfe at Athens, where he redded in 
the capacity of a freed man, till Dionyfius, his rnafter’s heir, claimed him 
as part of his eftate, infilling either that there had been no manumiflion, or 
that it was irregular and void. This claim was oppofed by a citizen who 
patronized Eumathes, and employed Ifastis to compole his defence, of 
which all but the opening is unfortunately loft. 
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,/N a former oceafion, judges, I gave my affiftance, with good reafon, 
to the defendant Eumathes, and will now endeavour, as far as I am able, 
to co-operate with you in preferving him from ruin; but, left any of 
you fhould imagine, that a forward petulance or ill-defigned officioufnefs 
have induced me to intereft myfelf in his affairs, I intreat you to hear a 
fhort explanation of my conduit. When I commanded a galley in the 
archonfhip of Cephifodotus, and a ftrong report of my death in a naval 
engagement had reached the ears of my friends, Eumathes, 'with whom 
I had depofited tome valuable effects, called together my relations, to 
whom he difcovered the depofit, and refigned my property to them with 
the moft rigorous cxaitnefs: in return for this honeft behaviour, when 
I was wholly out of danger, I cultivated a ftriiter friendihip with him, 
and, when he fet up his bank, advanced him a fum of money to increafe 
his capital; and afterwards, when Dicnyftus claimed him as a Have, I - 
prepared to affert his liberty, having pofitive knowledge, that Epigenes 
had enfranchifed him in open court. 



lllll 


grafping at my eftate, would have taken due care of his own paternal 
fortune, which we juflly furrendered to him, a fortune not lnconliuera- 
ble, but ample enough to fuftain the burden of the moft expendve a 
offices for then he would have been efteemed by all as a worthier .man, 
while, by preferving and increafmg his patrimony, he would have 
proved himfelf a ufeful citizen : but, fmce he has aliened part of it, and 
confumed the reft in a manner that gives me pain ; fince, relying on the 
number of his affociates and the preconcerted quirks of his advocates, 
he has invaded my pofteffions, I cannot but confider it as a misfortune, 
that a kinfman of mine ffiould ad fo diigracefully, and I muft enter 
upon my defence, with all the activity in my power, againft his dired 

it. 
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Now this is the plan which I have followed, that the truth may be 
juftly extorted from the Haves; while my adversary, like a man defirous 
only of circumventing, has recourfe to invedives and idle fophifms: were 
he willing, indeed, to obtain juftice, inftead or feeking to baffle and delude 
your minds, he would not ad in this manner, but would t.ome to a fur 
account, bring his own proofs, and thus interrogate me to every diftind 

article in my bill. How many taxes have you reckoned ? So many, 1 
•! ffiould 
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fliould have anfwered, or fo many. To what lum do they amount ? To 
lo much or fo much. By what decrees of the people were they exa&ed ? 

■ 


.By thefe in my hand. Who received the money ? Thefe witneffcs, 
who will lwear to their receipt of it. He ought next to have examined 


minutely the number of the contributions, the fums paid, the decrees. 


the receivers; and, if all appeared juft, to have allowed my account; if 
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not, to have proved what falfity or unfairnefs he could find in it. 
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IV. From 





I SHOULD principally have defired, judges, to have fuftained no 
injury at all from any citizen whatever j and next, if an injury were 
inevitable, to have fuftained it from adverfaries, whom 1 might bring to 
juftice without concern; but I now find myfelf reduced to a moft 
aftlidting alternative; for I am injured by my fellow burgeiles, whole 
invafion of my property it is not eafy to pals over without complaint, 
and whofe attacks it is unpleafant to repel with anirnofity, fince ne- 

_mioAf nn nr^finns nf nublick bllilttClS. 


celfity obliges me to meet them often on occafions of publick bufmefs. 
It is difficult alfo to contend with many antagonists, whofe number alone 
has a confiderable efFe<ft in giving them the appearance of fpeaking 
truth j yet, relying on the merits of my cafe, and having fuffered many 
enormous hardlhips, I conceived that I Ihould no longer decline at- 
tempting to obtain redrefs by your fentence: give me therefore your 
indulgence, if, young as I am, I have ventured to open my lips in a 
court of judicature; for the fenfe of my wrongs compels me in this 
inftance to depart from my former habits of referveand I lhall now 
endeavour to apprize you of the whole tranlaftion, relating it irom the 
beginning as concifely I am able. 
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HIS moft abandoned of men, without producing thofe witneffes, 
before whom he afferts the money to have been paid, affedts to think it 
juft, that you ftiould give greater credit to them, who alledge that it was 
reftored, than to us who deny that we have ever received it; yet it is 
well known, X believe, to all, that, as in the flourifhing ftate of their 
father’s fortunes they would not have difcharged the debt without 
compuJlion, lb after his difgrace and total yum we could not even have 
compelled them to difcharge it. 1 ' . ‘ • 


# * 


NOTES 




• of which they boldly affert that he was a creditor.} A 
flight variation in the text would make it neceffary to alter the tranfla- 
tion of this paffage; and, inflead of the words above cited, to read— 
“ which they affert that he had encumbered with debtsit feems, 
however, more probable, that the devifees pretended to have a lien on 
the paternal eftate of the young men for fome money due to the de- 
ceafed, than that Cleonymus fhould have mortgaged the property of his 
nephews, which we can hardly luppofe that he had a power of doing. 

—Polyarchus] Reifke has fubftituted Poliarchus, ruling the city, 
inflead of Polyarchus, with extenfive jway ; but the firft proper name 
appears to be unfupported by analogy, and the fecond ftands foremoft in 
the lift, which Xenophon has given us, of the thirty tyrants. 

51. Cleonymus himfelf, when he recovered from that illnefs, in which 
he made his will, declared, that he wrote it in anger.] The conftruc- 
tion, which Taylor propofed, and which Reifke thought unintelligible, 
feems to convey a clear and obvious meaning, as I have rendered it. 

53. When one of the proper officers came to the door] The text has 
Archonides, a proper name, which I cannot help iufpe<fting, as the 
Archon is mentioned a few lines before; and the fimilarity of found 
might have milled the tranfcriber. 




54. —one of the two moll oppofite things] I have fupplied a chafm 
in the original, as well as I was able, and have given the palfage a tole¬ 
rable fenfe. Taylpr luppofes this fpeech to be very imperfedfc, and ima¬ 
gines that half of it is loll, becaufe the names of Pherenicus and Simo, 
who are not mentioned in the oration, occur in the argument j -but it 
mull be obferved, once for all, that the Greek arguments are for the 
moll part erroneous, and feem to have been written by fome very ig¬ 
norant grammarian. ‘ ’, 
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56. <—the Cyprian] Not a native of the illand Cyprus, but member 
of a borough in Attica fo named. Reilke. 


—pofielTed of three talents] I ufed to value the Attick talent, on 
the authority of Arbuthnot, at IQSh 15s. and to think it confiderably 
underrated by Tourreil and Prideaux; but my friend Mr. Combe, whofe 
knowledge of ancient coins is no lefs exadt than extenfive, has convinced 
me that Arbuthnot himfelf has undervalued it j for, by weighing with 
great accuracy thirty of the linell Athenian tetradrachms in the collec¬ 
tion of Dr. Hunter, and by comparing the average of their weight with 
the llandard price of diver, he (bowed to my full latisfa&ion, that the 
Attick drachma was worth about eight-pence half-penny, the fixth part 
of which was the obelus, or one penny, and five twelfths j the mina 
therefore, which Solon raifed from lixty to a hundred drachmas, was 
equal in value to three pounds ten Ihillings and ten pence, and the 
talent, or lixty minas, to two hundred and twelve pounds ten /hillings. 
Three talents then, of which Pyrrhus was polTeffed, were fix hundred 
and thirty-feven pounds ten Ihillings, a fmall fortune in England., but 
not inconfiderable at Athens, where filver was fcarce, and even the 
fuperfluities of life eafy to be procured. Wherever Attick money is 
mentioned in thefe fpeeches, the reader will in a moment reduce it to 
Englilh money by the help of this note. 

3Q. -—one 




tnefs only, named I 
untranflated, although it is emphatical in 
lave no fmall force in the original; but its common acceptation is 
y reconcilable with the context j for it implies an adtual fuborna- 
tion of Pyretides, who yet was but a pretended witnefs, and difclaimed 
any knowledge of the affair. Can it be rendered thus—** Pyretides, 
whom he hired to attend him?” Or dius — u Pyretides, whom he 
attempted to fuborn ?” 
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Oo. -—when Xenocles went to Thebes with an intention to ejedt our 
fervants from the mines] It is impoffible not to agree with Reifke that 
this paifage abounds with difficulties; nor could I have made it intel¬ 
ligible in a verbal tranflation. As to the words, slg to Igyasfybv to fyhsgov 
tig rx fyyx, it is obfervable that Demofthenes has a limilar repetition in the 
beginning of bis fpeech againft Pantsenetus, where the cattle relates to a 
difpute about a foundery in Maronea. Perhaps, on the authority of 
that parallel paifage, we might here read lv Totg i^yug. Plow there came 
to be works in the territory of Thebes, or how an Athenian could have 
property in the Theban dominions, I cannot tell. It once occurred to 
me, that if 0s 5 'g«£« were the true reading, and not or Qbpugtf there 

might have been a diftridt in Attica of that name; but that was mere 
conjecture; and the diilance from Athens to Thebes in Bceotia appears 
in the belt maps of ancient Greece, to be juft three hundred ftadia, 
*£|ay«yij is a forenfick term exactly anfwering to oujler; and in this 
technical fenfe the verb l%dym to ottft, is ufed by Ifaeus, once in this 
fpeech, and twice in that on the eftate of Dicaeogenes, Reifke fup- 
pofes, in one of his notes, that the fervants of Xenocles were oufted by 
the brother of Endius; but why flhould Xenocles carry fo many wit- 
neffes out of Attica, to atteft an adt which he could not pofitively fore¬ 
fee ? The learned editor’s note and tranilation are at variance in the 
interpretation of this dark paifage. I have chofen the leaft exception- 
vol. iv. b b able 
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e> although one does not eafily fee the neceffity of travelling 
claim the eftate of Pyrrhus, the title to which was foon after 
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brought before the court in another form: the reafoning, indeed, of 
ttaitis in this place proves, that the ad of Xenocles was frivolous. 


ii 


75. —Ihould not pay the ordinary coils of the fult] In the original, 
fu? xxtcc to rsA(^ fytiMXr&cti) upon which pafiage Reilke has the following 
ingenious note : “ Locus difficilis, didio perambigua et inexphcabilis 1 

... -l- ^___ i _i_^/r.. ...._ •. . > ?_ (■'. ' __ 
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Sufpicabar aliquando tantundem hoc eiTe atque hot hruGetJeot, non fo- 
lummodo fexta parte fummas univerfas, quam valent bona petita 
“ nmldari, fed tota fumma. Nunc dubito, an potius fignificet pro 
** cenfu. Cenfebatur civis quifque quantum in bonis haberet, atque 
“ pro ilto cenfu major aut minor cuique mulda irrogabatur. Quaerant 
“ peritiores.” Without pretending to be one of thofe, to whom the 
candid annotator refers for a folution of this difficulty, I will follow him 
in fairly confeffing my doubts and even my errors. I once imagined 
with him, that nothing more was meaned than the line of an obolus for 
every drachma, or a fixtli part of the furn claimed; and I amuled my- 
felf with conjeduring that KATATOTEAOC might have been written 
by an ignorant tranfcriber for KATOBO AOTC ; but I foon acquitted 
the tranfcriber and laughed at my own criticifm. As to the fuppoll- 
tion that the party who made a falfe claim was amerced in proportion 
to his rank or cenfus , I never could adopt it: there is no authority 
for fuch an interpretation; and the wife Athenians would not have 
allowed a pradice, which would have been a check to the wealthy 
only, who were lefs likely to inllitute iniquitous fuits, while the 
low and indigent might have diflurbed the titles of their fellow- 
citizens without much danger. My next idea is exprelled in my 
tranflation : as li'.Kcg was anciently ufed for expenfe, whence c-vTsXua 
lign ified jrugahty , and ,«reX urkhuay projujion ; I conceived that Ifeus 
meaned only the colls of luit, or expenfa litis , in qiiibus, to ufe the 

words 
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■xrgvTocveitx, or depofits , which 
>y Ifeus himfelf in his fecond 
were forfeited to the publick by the unfuccefsful 
claimant: he thought, therefore, that the Greek words ought to be 
rendered—“ not only to be punifhed by a forfeiture of his depofits.” 
This feemed plaufible; but it appears from the fcholiall of fEfchines, 
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that thofe forfeited deposits were the perquifites of the jury, and I am 
now convinced without a fhadow of doubt, that the paflage mull be 
tranflated thus : “ It would be right, judges, that every claimant of an 
“ eftate, by gift or tellament, who fails in. proving his title, lhould not 
“ be amerced by the limited power of the magi/irate, but fhould forfeit to 
“ the Hate the full value of the fortune which he felfely claimed.”. It 
was inconfiftent with a free government that any magiftrate lhould have 
an unlimited potver of impofing fines: the fenate itfelf could impofe 
none exceeding five minas, which was lefs than eighteen pounds; and, 
in the fpeech of Demollhenes againll Euergus and Mnefibulus, that 
venerable body are laid to have deliberated whether they lhould let a 
fine upon Theophemus to the full extent of their legal power , or lhould 
deliver him over to a court of juftice, that he might be more feverely 
punilhed. Now among the various lenfes of it denotes, according 
to Ulpian, the power of a magijlrdte ; and the very words of Ifeus are 
taken from the law of Solon preferved by Demollhenes in his fpeech 
againll Macartatus: “ Let the archon take care of orphans and hcirefles, 
“ and protect them from violence: if any one lhould injure them, he 
“ may fine the delinquent vocnii ro tsXof — which Potter tranllates very 
properly, as far as the limits of his power extend . If the magiftrate 
thought he deferved, a heavier penalty, he was directed by the fame 

law 




mflifted, or a larger mulct impofed 


paffage in Deraofthenes puzzled Wolfius, who leems 


diflatisfied with his own f 'olanation of it ,• and Reilke, though he was 

, - ■ ® 
apprized of Petit’s inteq. u.,on, ilill returns to his old opinion, that 


rskog. 


fupported, as 1 intimated before, either by reafon or authority. 


2 r, an opinion un- 
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79- —committed by the magiftrates to prifon (whence he was after¬ 
wards releafed) together with fome other felons, whom you publickly 
fentenced to an ignominious death] The text is, pV «V to hrpurfacv 

7ttrc u<PttijX&ds> js-tS tripcav nvar vvo ru>v eg Sfjpocr/a oenanag vfiUf 

A moft perplexing paflage! If the relative belong to the 
eleven, inftead of the criminals, it mull be tranllated in this manner: 
** he was firit committed to prifon, and afterwards fet at liberty with 
“ feveral others, by thofe eleven, all of whom were publickly executed 
“ according to your fentence.” It is well known that the office of the 
cloven at Athens correfponded in fome refpedls to that of our juftices of 
peace, and in others to that of our fherifts they had power to commit 
felons, and were obliged to fee them executed after their conviction. 
Now had the Athenians at any time put fo many magistrates to death 
for fuffering criminals to efcape, or for any other milbehaviour, hiftorv 
would certainly have recorded fo extraordinary a faCt. There were, 
indeed, eleven minifters of the thirty tyrants, who are mentioned by 
Plato, and who were moft probably executed with their employers. 
Xenophon fays, that, after the reiteration of the popular government 
by Thrafybulus, the thirty tyrants, the ten governors of the Piraeus, 
and the eleven who ruled hi the city, were excluded from the benefit of 
the general aijmefty, Hence the oath taken by the citizens, that they 
would not remember the injuries done by any, except the thirty and the 

eleven . 
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Demofthenes was born. After all, how uncertain are thefe conjettures 

83. Let the oath again be read.] Why fo? Could it fo loon have 
been forgotten ? I am perfuaded, that thefe words were repeated by 
miftake; and that in this place were read the fchedule 
mentioned in the preceding pages. 
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—•having failed to Cnidos] This could not have been the fea- 
fight at Cnidos, in which Conon obtained a fignal victory over Pifander. 


It is probable that the naval engagement, in which Dicseogenes fell, 
was that defcribed by Thucydides in his eighth book, which happened 
in the firft year of the ninety-fecond Olympiad, and the twentieth of 
the Peloponnefian war; when Aftyochus defeated Charminus at Syme 
near Cnidos : now if we itippofe, as we reafonably may, that the fortune 
of the decealed was diftributed among his relations in the lame year, 
each of them muft have poffefTed his fttare till the fecond year of the 
ninety-fifth Olympiad. The troubles, to which Ilseus alludes, began 
ill the archonfhip of Pythodorus, but lafted fome time axter that of 
Euclid : in that interval the defendant Dicaeogenes was mitigated by 
Melas to claim the whole eftate, although he did not obtain judgment 
for it, till twelve years had elapfed from the firft diftribution; and, as 
he enjoyed the profits of the eftate for ten years, this fpeech was pro- 
V ; ' ^ ' ’ • , . bably 



85. —-he fent my coufin Cephifodotus to Corinth] Probably at the 
beginning of the ninety-fixth Olympiad, when the Corinthian war 
broke out. 


86. —but the lifters of the deceafed whole daughters we married.] 
If we luppofe that the filters of Dicaeogenes had daughters, who inter¬ 
married with their jfirit coufins, we need not have recourfe to Reilke’s 
conjecture, that this part of the fpeech was delivered by a different 





NOTES ON MUS 

bably delivered in the la ft year of the ninefy-feventh Olympiad, or two 
thouland one hundred and fixty-fix years ago, and may therefore be con- 
ftdered as one of the molt ancient monuments now extant in the world * 
of the litigation, which naturally followed the liberty of tranfinitting 
propert " f t 

; j i 

84. —having purchafed the houie of their father and demolilhed it] 
Reifke alters the punctuation of the text, and gives it this fenfe : that 
Dicteogenes bought the houfe of Theopompus, and, having dug up the 
garden, which feparated it from his own houfe, filled the intermediate 
lpace, and made one very large manfion for himfelf. Surely, this is a 
forced conftruftion founded on a very uncertain conjecture. The cruelty 
of the aCt feems to have confifted in his having demolilhed the dwelling 
houfe and dug up the area, as if Theopompus had been a traitor. The 
fentence again# Antipho the orator and Archeptolemus is preferved, 
and part of it was, that their houfes Jhould be demolijhed. The word 
KctjxirxccTfjeiy, winch is ufed both in that fentence and by Ilasus, leems ap¬ 
plicable to a building , but not to a garden. I perceive, on reviling this 
palTage, that the words Tretlluv ofj(*iy tst < w > while they were boys, are left 
untranllated. Few tranflations, not ftriCtly verbal, are free from fuch 
overfights. 


91 . —when 
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year of 

piad, three hundred and ninety-two years before 

J „ .. .. 

Q2. —the Eponymi] We are here obliged to Reiike tor an excel¬ 
lent emendation: the old reading was which can have no 

meaning, Jfelels we fuppofe that datues had been eredted to the me¬ 
mory of the brave citizens, who bore the fame name with Dicaaogcnes : 
but the Eponymi were the ten heroes, from whom the ten tribes of Attica 
were named, and many publick inftruments were hung up on their 
datues, which Rood in the mod: confpicuous part of the city. 

| f |m|S , ftp \ 1 |||^ 

93 . -—in the battle of Eieufis] That venerable fcholar and foldier, 
M. Paitmier de Grentemefnil, has taken great pains to elucidate this 
paffage of Ifacus ; but feems, after all, to have left it as dark as he found 
it. Whether Dicasogenes, the plaintiff’s great-grand-father, periflied, 
as Reiike imagines, in the irruption made by Plilloanax into the didridt 
of Eleuiis, or whether he fell in one of the preceding 11cirm idles with 
the Corinthians, mentioned both by Thucydides and Diodorus, I mull 
leave undecided, and that without much regret. The battle of Spar- 
tolus, which the hiftorian of the Peloponnelian war has fully defcribed, 
was fought' in the fourth year of the eighty-leventh Olympiad, the fame 
year in which the death of .Pericles was more than compenfated by the 

• V 

birth of Plato. The conjedlure of Paumier, who would read ’Oa wQlug 
in dead of 'OKvrixg, and would render it Spartolus in the Qlynthian ter¬ 
ritory , is ingenious but not convincing. Spartolus was known without 
an adjundt: had any been neceffary, it would have been but a 

place, were Athens lod four hundred and thirty gallant men, with all 
their general officers, mud have acquired a dreadful celebrity. Still left 
' can we be fatisfied with the hypothelis of Reiike, who propofes to read 
’O although the Odryftans had nothing to do pith Spartolus ; but the 

* orator , 
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l or> fays he, M/g/tf not have been jkilled in geography , <z»f/ mijgfyt have 
confounded Odryfa with Bottiaa. His other conceit, to which he was 
lefs partial, that the troop, which Menexenus commanded, was called 
Odyjfean from Ulyfles, has more ingenuity in it. By what names the 
Athenians diftinguifhed their legions, I have not learned: if ’OA v<rfa$ be 
the true reading, the name may bear fome affinity to the words oAeoj or 
ohifoi®-'-, deJlruSHve. 
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et 


93. — the Olynthians] ’OAi 0m. “ Sufpedum hoc nomen. Olyn- 

thios, qui. femper Athenienfibus infefti fuiflent, pro his occubuiiTe 
dimicantes adverfus Peloponnefios, unde ipfi orti client, id verb miror, 
neque memini ufpiam lege re.” Reifke. It is abfolutely certain, 

that the Corinthian, not the Pelopormefian, war is here meaned by 
Ifaeus: now the Olynthians had actually begun to diftinguifh themfelves 
as an ambitious and martial people at the very time when this caufe was 
heard. I was unwilling, therefore, to alter the word in the text, al¬ 
though I have always fufpe&ed, that was the genuine reading. 

The Locri Opuntii, who, both on their own coins and in the Greek 
books, are called fometimes Locrians, and fometimes Opuntians only, 
were the firft promoters of this war j and it cannot be conceived, that 
they remained inactive, when their fupporters the Thebans had engaged 
Athens in their quarrel. 

94. — thy anceftors, who flew the tyrant] The fong of Calliftratus, 
which every fchool-boy in the higl^r clafles can fay by heart, has made 
the name and ftory of Harmodius familiar to all. If the defendant 
Dicaogenes defeended from that line through his father Proxenus, and 
not through his mother, the pedigree prefixed to this fpeech mult be 
corrected; and, indeed, there does not feern to be fufficient reafon for 
jfuppofihg that Proxenus and the firft Menexenus were brothers. 
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to enforce it. The fingle name 
- T _ . .ginal, fupplies the place of epithets, 

and inftantly fuggefls the idea of every thing defpicable. 
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qO. — when Meneftratus failed to Sicily] Who Meneflratus was, 

I know notbut have not ventured to depart from the text. The date 
*' of this fpeech may be fixed with the greatefi: certainty j for Ifaeus after- 
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wards fays, that fifty-two years had elapfed from 

the archonfiiip of Arimneflus, that is, from the 
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ninety-firfi Olympiad j fo that, xi from be exclufive, and complete years 
be meaned, the caufe was tried in the lecond year of the hundred and 
fourth Olympiad, when Chariclides was Archon. This was the year 
after Demofthenes, who was then in all probability a pupil of Ifaeus, 
had fpoken in his own caufe againft his guardians. 
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102. Philodremon was flain at Chios] Mofl probably in one of the 


engagements mentioned by Thucydides in his eighth book. Timo- 


theus, whom Phanoftratus accompanied, was perhaps the fon of Conon, 
who afterwards acquired fuch fame by his victory at Leucas; and 
Chaereas, who married the daughter of Eudtemon, might have been 
the fon of Archeftratus, whofe actions are recorded by the liiftorian. 
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103. -—more than three talents] That is, including the price of 
the Haves, without which the funis enumerated amount to lefs than 
three talents by four minas and fifty drachmas. The text is extremely 
clear, but Reifke’s note gives me infinite trouble •, nor can I yet com¬ 
prehend by what method of computation he made the whole fum rife 
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- 110. — yet how can a man be laid to have died childlefs] V 
here give Reifke the applaufe, which he juiily delerves, for a moft 
happy and ingenious emendation. The original, in the edition of Ste~ 
phanus, is, ww? Sv Amp^r tis 3 but, in that of Aldus, it is, Hfl2 OTN 
ANAISIMOS TI£» which was manifeftly corrupted by the change of 
three letters from Tin2 OTN AIIAI2 HN OSTI2; fo that the imaginary 
perfonage, rEfimus, vanifhes at once, and there remains a perfpicuous 
intelligible fentence. Another correction, which I cannot adopt, was 
propofed by the writer of a few notes on a loofe piece of paper, now 
preferved at Eton, Jn an edition of the Greek orators, which formerly 
belonged to Mr. Tophanu Thefe notes were tranfcribdd by Taylor, 
and his tranfcript was fent by Dr. Afkew to Reifke, who conftantly 
cites it by the name* of liber Topbanis, defiling that no body will afk 
him who T ophanis was, and frankly declaring that he could not tell. I 
mention 

feeing the references to this unknown critic k. 


114. *—~who has fince been appointed hierophant] The 'hpcpunyc, 
who conducted the ceremony of initiation into the myfteries, was not 
permitted to marry after his appointment to that facred office; but a 
previous Rate of celibacy was not a neceffary qualification. Lyfias, in 
his lpeech agfmft Andocides, mentions one Diodes, fon of Zacorus the 
hierophant. k 

This caufe was probably heard a fhort time after the Corinth i%p 
war. 


125. —I 





lollhenes was 

when he delivered thofe four lpeeches j but I cannot fee 
ground for believing that Ifaeus compofed them, although he 
iven them a few touches with his pencil: they are not too 
for a boy of eighteen, who had ftudied under fuch a 

..anguage and manner he zealoufly imitated. 

135 .—a few ftony jfields] In the old editions, <ps$och 

I wonder that Reifke fhould entertain a doubt concerning the 
genuine reading of this paifage, when he cites Harpocration,^. who fays 
exprefsly, that lfaeus', in.this very fpeech, ufes pxxia for a fiony place 
where goats browfe. The orator wrote, & which fome reader 

thought proper to explain imperfe&ly in the margin, by £{]u\ fields 

fo called } and, when this rude glofs found its way into’the text, the 
original itfelf was corrupted. 


130 . —when I have brought him to a trial] Diodes was afterwards 
profecuted; and Ifteus compofed a fpeech againll: him, from which ten 
or eleven words are cited by Harpocration. 


3 38. Aftyhilus died at Mitylene, whither he had failed with the 
army] I once imagined that he might have failed with Ihrafybulus, 
who was lent on an expedition agaiflft Lelbos in the archonlhip of 
Philocles, the year after the taking of JLechasum ; but, as it afterwards 
appears, that he had ferved at Corinth, in Theffaly, and during the 
whole Theban war, which was not concluded till the third year of the 
hundred and third Olympiad, I am at a lots to determine on what oc- 
cafion he could have gone with the army to Mitylene, unlefs it was in 
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us 

who, according to the hypothecs in my prefatory difcourfe, muft hart 
been at lead: fixty years old when he compofed it. 


140 .—the daughter of Arillarchus and filler of Cyronides] This was 
the truth ; but the text, which I think imperfe<ft, makes him declare 
his mother to be the filler of Arillarchus. She would, indeed, have 
been the filler of the younger Arillarchus, if his adoption had been 
legal; but why it was necefifary toifadmit the legality of that adop¬ 
tion before the magiftrate, and even to acknowledge it on record, I 
cannot conceive. 

154 .—After this came the Corinthian war] It follows from this paf- 
fage, that the fpeech was delivered fome time after the ninety-fixth 
Olympiad, above one-and-twenty centuries ago. 

158. I begin my defence, judges, with a recital of the laws] I fup- 
pofe that the laws of Solon concerning inheritances were read by the 
clerk, before Theopompus opened his defence. 



100 . Phylomache obtained a fentence in her favour] The year in 
which this fentence was pronounced is fixed- with the utmoll certainty 
by a depofition preierved in the fpeech of Demoflhenes again!! Ma- 
cartatus, concerning which I intend to difcourfe at large in the com¬ 
mentary. The witnefles depofe, “ that they were prefent before the 
arbitrator in the archonlhip of Nicophemus, when Phylomache, the 
daughter of Eubulides, obtained a decree for the eltate of Hagnias 
againlt all her opponents.” Now Nicophemus was archon in the fourth 
year of the hundred and fourth Olympiad, three hundred and fixty- 
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168 . I will (how in what manner I have regulated the concerns of 
my nephew] The orator promifes to enlarge upon two heads, and he 
only touches upon the fir if, namely, the companion between the for¬ 
tunes of Theopompus and Stratocles : hence it is manifeft, that part of 
the fpeech is unhappily loft. 
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169 . His eftate was this :] 
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Stratocles. 


Theopompus. 
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Thriafian farm - - 

Two houfes - ~ ■ 


iMW 


Debts - - ■“ - 

Patrimony •• - - 


T. 

M. 

D. 

' T ‘ m. 

D. 

2 

30 

0 

(Enean farm - - 0 50 

0 

0 

35 

0 

Inheritance of Hagnias 2 50 

0 

0 

40 

0 

Deficiency - - - 1 50 

0 

0 

49 

0 
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10 

0 

5 30 

0 

0 

4(5 

0 
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30 
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The patrimony of Theopompus mull have been included in the farm 
at CEnea; and it is neceffary to read milItckurxfXtM in the valuation of 
Hagnias’s ellate. The intereil of the forty minas at nine obolus’s a 
month is properly computed; and the young man’s fortune, including 
the legacy of Theophon, was exadtiy eight talents, or feventeen hun¬ 
dred pounds. Nothing can be more clear than the text, nothing more 
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lue of th%eftate, and by adding 
ms named in the whole paragraph, he makes the 
■ 1 es amount more than ten talents. u Vef m 
, ad calculandum et omn.es .omnino artes ma- 
Minerva natus iiim/' He then attempts a correc- 
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lion, but, finding even, that irreconCileable.with the computation which 
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follows, he concludes in defnair—^ ut brevis fim, in componendis hifce 
“ rationibus pecuniariis exitum non reperio.” 
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170 . The Lacedaemonians would consider fuch an expedition as a 
breach of the peace] This was, probably, the general peace concluded 
in the third year of the hundred and third Olympiad, and broken the 
next year in the arehonfhip of Ohio. The Macartatus, againfl whom 
Demofthenes compofed his ipeech, was the fon of Theopompus, men¬ 
tioned in this page, who was appointed to preferve the name and family 
of the bold adventurer, his maternal uncle. 
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178 . When I commanded a galley in the arehonfhip of Cephifodo- 




tus.j That is, in the third year of the hundred and third Olympiad j 


but if Cephijbdorus be the true reading, as Sylburgius was inclined 
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believe, this fpeech muft have been -compofed either during the focial 
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•war, or liter it; and Ifaeus muft have had the happinefs .of feeing his 
pupil advance towards the perfection of eloquence ; for the oration 
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who after ted the freedom of Eumathes, was named Xenocles. 
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E ten fpeeches of Ifseus are the me 
fling fubje£t of legal and teflamentar 
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perhaps, that of liberates on the eflate of' 

‘ has rather the air of a rhetorical exerciie than of a 


Ifc 


to a court of judicature, and tends very little to el 
which it is now my intention to difcufs : next to thefe 
time on the fame fubje<5l, are two fpeeches of Demoilhenes, om 
Leochares, and the other again ft Macartatus j from the fecond of 
I have received fo much light, that, if it had not,been extant, I 
not have underftood many paflages in my author. It was my firil defign 
to fubjoin at full length this very curious monument of Athenian jurif- 
prudence ; but, as the fpeeeh coniifts chiefly of depofttions arid recitals 
of various laws, which give it very much the refemblance of a well 
drawn brief, I think it better to fum up the evidence in the caule, with 
fuch obfervations as will render it perfpicuous, and to illuftrate the 
whole with a complete pedigree of the family, which will alio he ufe- 
ful in explaining other parts of the Attick law. Deinollhenes himlelf 

had 
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had intended, as he tells the court, to draw a genealogical table for 
their infpedion j but, reflecting that thofe jurymen who fat at a dif- 
tancc would be unable to have a diftind view of it, he thought it 
neceffary to explain it : by words, which all of them might hear: what 
Demofthenes chofe to omit, I have performed with great care for the 
convenience of the reader; and here we may take notice of the advan¬ 
tage which juftice derives among us in limilar caufes from the facility of 
multiplying copies ; for, as a number of pedigrees may be printed at an 
expenfe not to be confidered in important trials, the court, the jury, 
and the bar, may eafily go along with the leading counfel, and form a 
perfect idea of the queftion before them. The difficulty, indeed, of 
explaining a long genealogy by words alone, efpecially where many of 
the perfons bear exadly the fame name, together with the number of 
miflakes occafioned by the negligence of copyifts, made the fpeech 
againft Macartatus fo dark and perplexed, that the learned almoft gave 
it up as inexplicable j and, when Oporinus complained to Wolfius that 
he could not comprehend the whole of his Latin veriion, “ Do you,- 
laid the tranflator, “ underftand the Greek?” C£ No,” faid the other. 
<f Then,” replied Wolfius, “ we are even; and we ffra.ll, I believe, 
i( have many companions in our ignorance,” The grave editor’s re¬ 
mark, that, “ although the fpeech take its title from Macartatus or 
“ moji happy, yet it makes the interpeter mojl mtferable, and although it 
“ relate to the inheritance of Hagnias, a name fignificative of purity, 
f< yet the text of it is by no means pure," may fhow with how bad 
a grace a fcholar attempts to be witty. I confefs, that the whole corn- 
poll tion appeared to me more obfeure thin the oracles which are cited in 
it$ until I perceived, before I had even feeivthe Leipzick edition, that 
the tenth fpeech of Ifeus was delivered in a previous caufe concerning 
the fame eftate that it was compofed by the great mailer in defence of 
" the very Theopompus, whom his iliuilrious pupil afterwards attacked 
fo vehemently -, and that the two fpeeches, though each of them apart 
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trong a light on each other, that both 
became perfectly luminous. The account, which I fhall now give, of 
the numerous family, in which fuch caufes arofe as employed the firlf 
vocates of Greece, will include a commentary on both their fpeeches, 
and neceffarily comprife an explanation of feveral heads in the laws of 
Solon, «^'-^1 h : « f; M ';h ■ ^ V 




BUSEJLUS, a burgefs of CEon, was father of live fons, among whom 
he diftributed his property and they became the heads of as many 
diftind: branches, which continued to flourifli and fpread themfelves, 
till HAGN1AS died childlefs, and, though an attempt was made to 
prove the contrary, inteftate. His fortune was not much more than fix 
hundred pounds; but no fortune ever gave birth to fo much litigation, 
and, conlequently, to fo much knavery. Two very different dories 
are told concerning the merits of the firft claimants; one, which the 
reader will recoiled, by Ifiseus in the perfon of Theopompus, and 
another by Demofthenes in the perfon of Sofitheus, who married Phy¬ 
lomache, the fecond of that name. If we believe Theopompus, who 
does not appear in a very favourable light, Hagnias actually made a 
will in favour of his niece, with a fubftitution to Glauco after her 
death; but he gives no particular account, how Phylomache, if the 
will was valid, was able to obtain a fentence againft Glauco, and to dif- 
poffefs him: Sofitheus, on the other hand, afferts, that the will was 
proved to be a forgery, and that the whole was the contrivance of 
Theopompus himfelf, who gave the principal evidence for Glauco, 
and a brother of his, named Glaucus. It is agreed, that Theopompus 
afterwards commenced a fuit againft Phylomache, and fucceeded in it; 
but Ifaeus aferibes his fuccefs to the fuperiority of his title, while 
Demofthenes imputes it to an artifice by which the jury were circum¬ 
vented for he avers, that the two half- brothers of Hagnias, defigning 
to aflift Theopompus in their turn, joined with him and one Eupolemus 
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in claiming the eftate ; that the archon, therefore, permitted the claim¬ 
ants to fpeak four times as long as the defendant, for each of them 


had the fame quantity of water in his clepfydra: that the confederates 
gave falfe evidence for one another, and told a number of grofs lies, 
which Phylomache’s advocate had not time to refute that the jurymen 
were perplexed and divided; but that Theopompus gained his caufe by 
a very fmall majority. 


The next fuit, which the fortune of Hagnias produced, was the in¬ 
formation againft Theopompus, for whom Ifeus wrote his tenth fpeech; 
and in that alfo (whether juftly or not we lhall afterwards examine) he 
had a verdidt in his favour; for, after his death, we find his fon, the 
younger Macartatus, in pofleffion of the difputed eftate ; and it is he, 
againft whom the hulband of Phylomache fet up a claim for the third 
Eubulides : what was the event of this laft fuit, it is impoftible to dif~ 
cover with certainty; but, in order to fix with tolerable accuracy the 
refpedtive merits of all the claimants, I lhall recapitulate the Athenian 
laws of inheritances and devifes, comparing them, as I proceed, with 
thofe of fome other nations, ancient and modern, and {hall thence take 
occafion to illuftrate the nine preceding fpeeches of Ifaeus. 


I {hall firft review the laws of heirfhip by proximity of bloodand, 
fecondly, the laws of heirlhip by appointment, which was either by 
adoption during life, or by teftamcntary difpofition, and, under the laft 
head, I {hall confider firft how wills were made at Athens, and next 
how they were revoked. 


I. Had Hagnias died leaving only male iflue, his fons would have 
taken equal {hares of his inheritance, like heirs in gavelkind ; a law no 
lefs favourable to that juft balance of property which Solon meaned to 
eftabliih, than the law of primogeniture is agreeable to the military 
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ocracies, in which it has prevailed ; but there was another principle 
the Athenian government, which, without counteracting the fpirit of 
equality, kept the partibility of eftates within proper limits; for, as the 
moil expenfive offices were filled by men of a certain cenfus, it was 
highly expedient that there Ihould always be a number of citizens 
moderately rich, who might contribute to the publick charges, with¬ 
out being too much elevated by opulence above the common level. 
Hence proceeded the complaints againft men, who had diffipated or 
aliened an eftate, out of which gallies ufed to be furnilhed, and enter¬ 
tainments provided. 

Thus, in the fixth fpeech, Thrafyllus urges with^-ehemenee, and 
even calls witneffes to prove, that the fortune of Apollodorus, which 
was known to have contributed largely to the naval expenfes, had been 
reduced to nothing by the negligence and profufion of his adverfaries ; 
and he afterwards declares the duty of a good citizen to confift in pre~ 
ferving his eftate, and in paying his contributions with alacrity: fo, in 
the tenth, Theopompus guards againft any fufpicion of having aliened a 
certain farm with a view to an exemption from lerving the publick 
offices j and, in the third fragment, the guardian cenfures his ward for 
having fold and difperfed his patrimony, which he might have rendered 
fervieeable to his country and honourable to himfelf. Now, as thefe 
accufations were attended with very lerious ill confequences to thofe 
who deferved them, as molt of the Athenians were animated by a true 
fpirit of patriotifm, and as a gentleman, proud, poor, and idle, was a 
monfter unknown in their ftate, I Cannot help confidering the law of 
partible inheritances as not only the moll: natural, but at Athens even . 
the wifeft, and the law of primogeniture as a great evil introduced into 
fome countries for the prevention of greater. It were fuperfhious to 
add, as the fubjedt has beep exhaufted by others* an enumeration of the 
many illuftrious nations, who have Ihown no preference to the firft-born, 
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or to difcourfe, after Selden and the Mifna, on the double portion of 
the Hebrews ^ but it may be neceflary to obferve, that the fucccfiion 
in Jlirpes prevailed, molt probably, at Athens in the defcending line, as 
it certainly did in the .collateral: thus, had Bufelus died worth five 
talents, leaving his Ions Cleocritus, Stratius, Hagnias, Habron, and the 
children only of his fon Eubulides, each of the four Ions would have 
taken one talent, and Philager, Eudtemon, Calliftratus, reprefenting 
their father, would have fucceeded to twenty minas each. This would 
have occafioned afubdivifion of the fortune left by Bufelus; but the in- 
duftry of his grandfons, incited and rewarded by the fpirit of the confti- 
tution, would foon have raifed their property to a juft height, as a well 
almoft exhaufted by too large draughts is quickly and plentifully fup- 
plied by the fpring. ; ■ 

II. If Hagnias had left iftiie male and female, the Tons would have 
taken equal (hares of his eftate, but mu ft have afligned fuitable portions 
to their fillers: thus if Sofitheus had died worth three talents, Eubulides, 
whom he had emancipated, would have been entitled to no part of them, 
but Sofia, Meneftheus, and Calliftratus, would have received each a 
talent, and mull have contributed to their lifter’s fortune and thus, on 
the death of the firft Hagnias, his only fon Polemo would have inhe¬ 
rited his whole eftate, but nauft have given Phylomache in marriage 
with a portion conformable to his inheritance: what lhare of it was. in 
this manner transferred to the lifters, I cannot determine j but am in¬ 
clined to think that the alignment of it was left to the afte&ion and 
liberality of the brothers. It was reckoned highly difgraceful to be un¬ 
generous on thefe occafions ; and, in the fpeech on the eftate of Arif- 
tarchus, the complainant recommends himfelf to the favotlr of the jury, 
by informing them, that, although his poffejjions were inconjiderable, he had 
given his JtJier in marriage with as hatidfome a portion as he could jpare . 
Betides, a fufpicion of illegitimacy was call upon girls, who were 

married 


married with a fmall fortune in proportion to the eftate of their fathers; 
thus, when Pyrrhus left three talents, and his daughter Phila was taken 
by Xenocles with a thoufand drachmas only, there was great realon to 
believe, and Ifasus warmly contended, that her hufband knew her to be 
illegitimate, fince he married her without even a tenth part of her pater¬ 
nal eftate : but here I cannot help diffenting from Perizonius, who feems 
to have collected from this paflage, that the tenth part of the inheri¬ 
tance was the ufual portion given to lifters among the Athenians, as it 
was among the Hebrews ; for I find no trace in the other fpeeches of 
any fixed rule; and even, in the very caufe to which I have juft 
alluded, eighteen minas, or the tenth part of three talents, would 
have been thought a .moderate portion out of an inheritance, which 
at Athens was efteemed confxderable ^ but Phila had not near fo much > 
and it happened, that the fortune of a. thoufand drachmas, which 
foe Received from her brother by adoption, was exactly the iokW or 
bajlard's party which was ufually allotted to an illegitimate child.,,, It is 
probable, that the portion was often adapted to the circumftances of the 
hufband; for twenty minas were given to Stratocles, and as many to 
Theopompus, with their refpedtlve wives, whence the latter proves the 
fcantinefs of his own fortune, urging that Jo fmall a Jam would not have 
been given to a man of large pqfejjions ; and the hufband, indeed, was 
commonly bound in the vrpoixuw, or marriage fettlement , to aifign a part 
of liis own eftate of equal value at leaft with the portion, as a fecurity 
for its being reftored to the perfon who gave it, in cafe either of a di¬ 
vorce or of the wife’s death without iffue j and the property thus fet¬ 
tled was diftinguifhed, like all other hypothecated eftates, by fmall 
columns and inferiptions, called opoi, ere£ted on the land, or affixed to the 
houfes, and containing a fpecification of the fum, for which they were 
pledged. This method, which refembied the donatio propter nuptias of 
the ancient Romans, appears more limple than our modern fcttlements ; 

and, as the Athenian dftpripVfMTa or hypothecations were open and noto¬ 
rious. 




rious, like our old feoffments, they feern to have provided for the iffue 
of the marriage ho lefs effectually than the eHates in drift fettlement fo 
ffrongly tied by our conveyancers; but, as to the fortunes of daughters, 
our trulls and long terms, over which our courts of equity have fo 
ample a jurifdiftion, fecure a provifion for them with more determinate 
exaftnels than the law of Athens ; where however it is reafonable to 
believe, that the Archon could compel the fons to affign competent 
portions. < ; 


In this place I cannot forbear mentioning an inftance in our own 
Jaw, where juflice, reafon, and fair analogy, are not yet, as I apprehend, 
completely difengaged from the (hackles of feudal ftridtnefs. The ce¬ 
lebrated rule, that, “ wherever an eftate of freehold is given to the an- 
‘‘ ceitor, and a fubfequent limitation is made, iri the fame conveyance, 
*" t0 hfe heirs or the heirs of his body , he (hall take in the firft cafe a 
“ fetvfimple, and in the fecond, a fee-tail,” has certainly prevailed for 
near five hundred years - } and, as it is not only venerable on account of 
its antiquity, but has been the bafxs of mod titles in the kingdom, let 
us hope that it will prevail for as many centuries more, without caring 
whether it was originally contrived, that the lord might not lofe his 
wardfhip, relief, and other profits of his feignory, or whether it was de- 
figned to facilitate the alienation of property, and to prevent the incon¬ 
venience of leaving the fee in abeyance or, laftly, whether it only 
means that, in general, thofe who take by the name of heirs, mult take 
in the capacity of heirs, that is by defeent, and confequently that their 
anceftor muft have a defcendible eftate. Whatever might have been 
the reafon of the rule (and each of the juft-mentioned reafons is fup- 
ported by great authorities), it could only have been a fubfidiary or fup- 
pletory rule, calculated to afeertain the intention of parties, where other 
evidence of intention was either wanting or doubtful: but, where the 
meaning is clear beyond a fhadow of doubt, that the perfons deferibed 
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as heirs are not to take in that quality, and efpecially where hardthips 
and contradictions would follow fuch a conftruCtion, the rule ought in 
fenfe and reafon to give way, or rather it ought not to be called in aid, 
when the intent is plain without it. Let us therefore fuppofe that, in 
coniideration of an intended marriage, the father of the wife fettles an 
eftate upon the hujbana for his life> remainder to the wife for her life , re¬ 
mainder to the heirs of his body on her to be begotten: no man can harbour 
a doubt of the intention to fecure a provifion for the iflue of the mar¬ 
riage j yet what can reflrain the parents from levying a fine or fullering 
a recovery ? What can hinder the hufband from aliening the eftate, 
diffipating the money arifing from it, like Xenametus in the eighth 
(peech of Ifaeus, and leaving his children in extreme indigence ? Had 
articles only been made before marriage in the fame words, or had there 
been both articles and a fettlement referring exprefsly to them, equity 
would have made the hulband tenant for life with remainder in tail to 
the iffue | but, if there had been no executory agreement, and only a 
deed executed, I do not know that any court would interfere, or even 
incline to give relief on the ground of miftake, the parties having inad¬ 
vertently ufed words, which carry an eftate-tail, whep they clearly in¬ 
tended a ftriCt fettlement; yet if the intent be not indubitable, a coujt 
of equity ought not to depart from the^. technical import of the terms 
even in articles, and, if it be unqueftionable, a court of law, one would' 
imagine, ought to give it efficacy over artificial words, even in a deed; 
nor would refpedfable authorities be wanting, if this were the place for 
producing them, to prove, that “ the words heirs or heirs of the body , 
tc are not to be confirmed as words of limitation, either in a will or in a 
“ deed, when the intention of the teftator or of the parties is plainly de~ 
“ dared, or' manifeftly appears, that they fhall be conftrued as words 
“ of purchafe.” This queftion, indeed, is not likely to arife on a rtiar- 
riage-fettlement, in which it is ufual to give eftates for life to the pa¬ 
rents, with contingent remainders in tail to the firft and every other fon, 

after 
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after the interpolation of truftees to preferve them; but I have feen fet- 
tlements in the form above fuppofed ; and I thought this digreflion 
proper enough in comparing the laws of England with thofe of Athens, 
to which we will now return. 

If the brother was an infant, and the fillers marriageable, it may na¬ 
turally be imagined, that the guardian allotted their portions out of his 








ward’s eilate ; and we find, that the four daughters of Stratocles were 
married with handfome fortunes during the guardianlhip of their uncle 
Theopompus: thus it appears, in the fourth caufe, that Dicaeogenes 
gave the filler of the complainant to Protarchides, with a houfe in Ce~ 
camicus worth forty minas; a large portion, if we confider the many 
lhares into which the eilate had been divided, and the inhuman conduct 
of Dicaeogenes towards his coufins„ - 
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It may feem ftrange that the law of SOLON, mentioned by Plutarch, 
which prohibited the <£>.-p) or portion (as it is commonly rendered), and 
ordained “ that a bride Ihould bring in marriage no more than three 
“ robes and feme, utenuis of fmalt value,” Ihould in lels than two cen¬ 
turies be fallen totally into difufe, efpecially as all Solon’s ordinances 
had been made perpetual after the archonlhip of Euclid by the law of 
Diodes; but, although the words <p:-pyn and wfif, be generally ufed as 
fynonymous, yet Petit with great reafon fuppofes that they were differ¬ 
ent : the legiflator could never have forbidden the latter, or the fortune 
given by heirs with their female relations, for which his inllitutions 
carefully provided; but, as the luxury of new-married women in appa¬ 
rel, trinkets, and furniture, had become excefiive, he gave a feafonable 
check to it by reflraining the (pspyat or bridalprefents to three robes and a 
few moveables. Thus, when Ciron gave his daughter to Naufimenes 
with twenty-five minas, together with clothes and Jbme little ornaments of 
gold, the money appears to have been the wff and the reft, what was 

properly 






properly called although the motive aftigned by Plutarch for So¬ 
lon’s regulation, namely, that he would not have marriage confidered as 
a vile traffick for gain, but as a contrad founded on affedion, and in¬ 
tended for purpofes beneficial to the Hate, might have induced him to 
abolifh or limit both the one and the other. At the fame time I am 
aware, that the Ipfwpmet of the more modern Greek jurifts were, pro¬ 
bably, the fame with the or goods oyer and above the portion , 

which are mentioned by Ulpian in the Digeft, and from which our term 
paraphernalia is apparently borrowed; but, on the whole, I am per- 
fuaded that there was a diftindion between the two words in the ancient 
Attick dialed. In fome refpeds the itfelf refembled our para¬ 
phernalia, as it was not devilkble by the hufband, nor confidered as his 
ablolute property; but it had this further advantage, that it was not 
liable to the claims of his creditors, even on a deficiency of affets. 


. 

It will not be foreign from the fubjed, to remark in this place, that 
the cuftomary law of the old Arabians obliged every brother to give his 
lifter in marriage with a fortune; and that, in order to evade this law, 
it was ufual among them to contrad double marriages, one man taking 
the fifter of another without a portion, and giving his own lifter in re¬ 
turn on the fame terms; but this pradice, which they called Shigdr , 
was declared illegal by Mahomed. The divifion of an inheritance en¬ 
joined in the fourth chapter of the Alcoran is very remarkable; it is 
there ordered generally, that a male Jhall have the Jhare of two females ; 
fo that, by the Mahomedan rule, Charidemus would have had two 
thirds, and Phanoftrate one third, of the eftate left by their father Stra- 
tius: for Selden is miftaken in luppofing, that each would have fuc- 
ceeded to a moiety. Perhaps, this ordinance of the Afiatick lawgiver 
was more confonant to natural juftice than that of Solon, who feerns to 
have made the fortunes of Athenian women too vague and precarious. 









TIL Let us now put the cafe, that Hagnias had died leaving only 
female ifiiie : the next of kin, who would have been entitled to. the luc- 
ceffion, had there been no children, might have claimed the daughters- 
in marriage, together with their inheritance, of which their foils born in 
;dlock would have taken pofleffion at their full age. If a fon was 
t, as in the former cafe, his filler was called $7rUrpem&. or portionef ; 
but a daughter, who had no brother, was diftinguifhed by the name of 




bixhijg®' or heirefs ■, and this I mention, becaufe the latter word occur? 
perpetually in the fpeeches of Hants. Thus, in the ninth caufe, when 


the daughter of Ariftarchus, on the emancipation of Cyronides, and the 
death both of Demochares and her filler, became foie heirefs, her 


father’s brother Ariftomenes, or, on his refufal, her firll coufiu Appol- 
lodorus might have applied to the Archon, and; obtained a decree for 
taking her in marriage ; and, in the fame manner, Phylomache, the* 
only daughter of Eubulides, was claimed and married by Sofitheus, 
wliofe title will appear in a fubfequent part of this commentary. The 
right of the neareft kinfman to marry the heirefs was fo firmly efta- 
blilhed, that even the adt of her own father could not fuperfede it; and 
hence arofe the moll iniquitous and intolerable of all the Athenian laws, 
an odious remnant of the ancient inftitution, which Solon in part abo- 
Ullied, that efiates fijould remain for ever in. the family of the deceafed-, for 
we learn from the fecond fpeech, that even if a father had given his 
daughter in marriage to a perfon whom he approved, yet, if he died 
without legitimate fons, the next of kin might take her from her huf- 
band and marry her himfelf, and Ifaeus mentions it as a known fadt, 
that many men had by this law been deprived of their wives; but Petit 
was clearly deceived in imagining, that the fame law prevailed, whem 
the father had devifed his property together with his daughter; for in 
that cafe the next heir was wholly excluded. Yet farther ; when the 
unjuft guardian Ariftomenes, in defiance of the law, gave his niece 
without her eftate, and with a portion only , to the father of the com¬ 


plainant. 


X can be conceived more cruel than the flate of vaiFalage in 


which women were kept by the polifoed Athenians, who might have 
boafted of their tutelar goddefs Minerva, but had certainly no preten- 
iions on any account to the patronage of Venus. All unneceffary 
reftraints upon love, which contributes fo largely to relieve the anxieties 
of a laborious life, and upon marriage, which, conduces fo eminently to 
the peace and good order of fociety, are odious in the higheft degree; 
yet at Athens, whence arts, laws, humanity, learning, and religion are 
faid to have fpruQg, a girl could not be legally united with the objedt of 
her affedion, except by the confent of her or controller , who was 

either her father or her grandlire, her brother or her guardian: their 
■domination over her was transferred to the hufband, by whom foe was 
ufually confined to the minute details of domeflick economy, and from 
whom foe might in fome inftances be torn, for the fake of her fortune, 
by a fecond coulin, whom probably foe detefted; nor was her dependence 
likely to eeafe 3 for we may collect from the fpeech on the eftate of 
Philodemon, that even a widow was at the difpofal of her nearefl kinf- 
man, either to be married by him, or to be given in marriage, according 
to his inclination or caprice. Yet more ; a hufband might bequeath his 
wife, like part, of his eftate, to any man whom he chofe for his fuccdfor 3 
and the mother of Demofthenes was adually left by will to Aphcbus, 
with a portion of eighty minas : the form of fuch a bequeft is prelerved 
in the firft fpeech againfl Stephanus, and runs thus:— u This is the iaft 
“ will of Pafio the Acharnean. I give my wife Archippe to Phormio, 
** with a fortune of one talent in Peparrhethus, one talent in Attica, a 

“ houfe 
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ordered fhtes, fucceed to an entire inheritance, and difpofe of it as 
pafiion or fancy prompts them, may admit of fome doubt ; and we find 
on this point a remarkable diverfity in the laws of different nations, 
and of the fame nation in different ages; on which fubjeft Perizonius 
has written a learned diiTevtation. The moft ancient fuit, perhaps, of 
which any account remains, was that inflituted by the five daughters of 
Zelophehad, who died without fbns, for a fojjejjion among the brethren 
of their father: they gained their caufe ; and it was thenceforth a rule 
among the Jews, that u if a man died, having no fon, his inheritance 
« fhould go to his daughter;” but when it was remonifrated, that, if 
Mahla, Noa, Hagla, M ilca, and Tirza, were to marry the Tons of other 
tribes, their inheritance would be taken from the tribe of their father, 
the divine legiflator anfwered, Let the daughters of Zelophehad marry 
•whom they think bejl ; only in the family of their father s tribe let them 
marry ; and if Solon had made no other reftridtion, his ordinance would 
have been more conformable to nature and reafon; but the narrow 
policy of keeping an eiiate confined in a fingle family can be juftified by 
no good principle whatever. 


The pagan Arabs, although divided into tribes, had no fuch reflraint 
upon their natural inclinations; for there is not a more common topick 
in their ancient elegiack poems than the reparation of two lovers by the 
removal of the tents belonging to their refpedive tribes, which were not 
connefted, like thofe of the, Hebrews and Greeks, by any regular bond 
- ■ ■ : ;; ' v - . ; 1 . of 





:effion to property j but Mahomed , like another Juftinian, abolifhed this 
law of his countrymen, and ordained exprefsly, that females jhould have a 
determinate part of what their parents and kinfmen left , whether it were 
little or whether it were much , allowing a double portion to the males, on 
account, fays he, of the advantages which God has given them over the 
other Jcx. 


Among the early inhabitants of Rome, both males and females were 
permitted to inherit the poffeffions of their anceftors; and this appears 
to have been the law of the twelve tables, which were derived in part 
from the inftitutions of Solon 5 but the middle jurifprudence, depart¬ 
ing from the old iimplicity fo favourable to legiflation, admitted lifters 
only tc> a fraternal inheritance, and reje&ed all other female relations 
from the agnatiek fucceffion, as if they had been perfect ft rangers, till 
the Praetorian equity mitigated this rigour by degrees j and Juftinian, 
whofe benevolence in this refpedt has been highly commended, reftored 
the Decemviral law, with fome additional dire&ions of his own. The 
feudal law, like that of the old Arabians, and from the fame principle 
of military policy, generally excluded daughters, unlefs there had been 
a fpecial inveftiture of their father in favour of them ; and it is almoft 
fuperfluous to mention the ftri&nefs of the Salick feudifts, who prefer¬ 
red one fex to the total exclufion of the other: our own laws obferve a 
medium between their feverity and the latitude of the imperial confti- 
tution. 


IV. If we fuppofe that Hagnias hatl left neither fons nor daughters, 
but grandchildren only, fome difficulties may arife in adjufting the divi- 
fion of his inheritance: there might have been grandfons alone, or 

grand- 
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granddaughters alone, or both grandfons and granddaughters ; and if they 
had all been the children of one fon or one daughter, I conceive that the 
three preceding rules are exactly applicable to thefef three cafes ; for it is 
certain, that, in the defcending line, no diilin&ion was made at Athens 
between a title conveyed through a female or through a male, as there 
was in Rome, till the new ordinances relaxed the ancient ftridtnefs. 
This appears evidently from the fecond fpeech, where Ifaeus reprefents 
-it as impoffible for Endius to have been ignorant, that, had Phila been 
the only legitimate daughter of Pyrrhus, her children would have fucceeded 
to their grandfather s whole ejlate, } and this was the very title of Ciron’s 
grandfons; for the writer of the Greek argument to the feventh fpeech 
was unqueftionably rniftaken in fuppofing the caufe to be Jirong in equity 
hut weak in law, and in imagining that the orator moil artfully fup~ 
preifed the rule concerning ihe preference given to thofe who claim through 
males} a rule which did not relate to lineal defendants, as we learn with 
certainty from the fpeech on the eilate of Apollodorus: had the fecond 
Phylomache, therefore, died before her father Eubulides, her four fons 
and daughter would have been, on his death, in the fame fituation, as if 
they had been his children. We may next conceive, that BUSELUS 
had furvived his five fons, and then died, leaving as many talents to be 
diftributed among all their ififue; it is probable, that Qenanthe would 
have taken, as heirefs, the fare of her father Cleocritus 5 and that the 
daughter of Habron alfo would have had one talent; fecondly, that 
Charidemus and Polemo would have taken each a fifth part of the 
inheritance, giving marriage-portions refpe&ively to their lifters; and 
thirdly, that the remaining talent would, as I remarked before, have 
been divided equally among the three fons of Eubulides j and thus, if 
Charidemus had been dead, the great-grandfons Theopompus, Strato- 
cles, and Stratius would have received each of them a third part of his 
allotment, or twenty minas; and, had Polemo been gone, his talent 
would have defended to HAGNIAS with the fame obligation to give 
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his lifter a fortune: in fad the inheritance of Hagnias was two talents 
and fifty minas, fo that B.ufelus mult have left fourteen talents and ten 
minas, or above three thousand pounds ft er ling, unlefs we fuppofe, that 
his fon Hagnias, and his grandfon Polerao,, had augmented their fortune 
by diligence or parlimony. . 

I muft here obferve, that I have no certain authority for this fuc- 
ceffion in Jiirpes to a grandfather’s eflate at Athens : it is clear, indeed, 

from the fixth fpeech of Ifa-us, that a daughter fhared her paternal inbe - 

. 

ritance equally ’with a grandfon by another daughter deceafed ; but if the 
hr ft Hagnias had furvived both Polemo and Phylomache, I cannot fee 
what claim Eubulides II. could have made to his property, except on a 
fuppohtion, that the grandchildren fucceeded in capita ; for he could 
have gained nothing by reprefenting his mother, who was herfelf no 
heirefs, but a portionefs only, and would have been wholly excluded by 
her brother. 


There is a difficult pafiage in the fpeech on the eflate of PPIILOC- 
TEIVtOH, which relates to the queftion now before us, and which 
feems to have .been imperfectly explained by Defiderius Heraldus , whole 
Animadverfons on Salmafus , although equal in virulence to the invec¬ 
tives of Milton,, are a very rich mine of learning on the fubjeCt of Attick 
and Roman law. His words are thefe: “ The in tlnaxa-ia or coniejl for 
“ marrying an heirefs , took place, not only if one or more daughters 
** were left without a brother, but alfo if one of them remained iingle, 
**> after their father had given the reft in marriage; as we may fairly 
t( collect from the fpeech of I fas us on the inheritance of PhiloBemon , 
“ where it appears, that EuCtemon had left feveral daughters, one of 
“ whom was unmarried, together with a fon who furvived him ; and 
“ that a man, who called hknfelf their neareft kinfman, claimed this 
“ daughter, whofe fhare of EuCtemon’s eflate was become liable tq 
“ conteft. Now that EuCtemon had feveral daughters, and that one of 

“ them; 
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** them was unmarried, is evident from the fpeech; and the follov 
“ paffage alludes to the Obferve too the afiurance of Androcles, 

who Jirji clahnedfor himfelf the daughter ofEuBemon, as if /he had been 
“ the heirefs , and infified on his right to a fifth fart of the property, as if it 
** had been liable to litigation , yet has now averred that Euclemon left a 
“ legitimate fon, Has he not by this clearly conviBed himfelf of having 
** given fialfie evidence ? He certainly has ; for , had a fon of EuBemon 
begotten in wedlock been living> his daughter could not have been heirefs , 
nor could the efiate have been open to controverfy. By thefe words he 
impeaehed the protection of Androcles, who afferted the right of 
Antidorus to Eudemon’s inheritance, as his legitimate fon, but had 
himfelf demonftrated the falfity of his own averment, by claiming the 
“ unmarried daughter of the deceafed as her next of kin, together with 
“ a fifth part of the efiate (we muft fuppofe that four daughters were 
“ married), which he could never have done, had a legitimate fon of 
*' Eudemon been alive; fince, in that cafe, the daughters were ex- 
“ eluded from the fucceflion, and received portions from their father or 
** their brother." How plaufible this appears! but Ifaeus exprefsly 
tells the court, that Eudemon had only two daughters, the widow of 
Chaereas, who had one daughter, and the wife of Phanoftratus, who had 
two fons: now Ergatnenes, Hegemon, and Philodemon all died without 
iffue before their father, and we mult imagine, when we are examining 
the claim of Androcles, that the laft of them had no fon by adoption or 
will; in which cafe, if the wives of Chsereas and Phanoftratus took as 
daughters and heirefles of Eudemon, each of them would have been en¬ 
titled to a moiety of his fortune, or, if the fecond daughter had been alfo 
dead, her fhare would have been divided between Chareftratus and his 
brother; but I am inclined to believe, that they claimed as reprefentatives 
of their three brothers, and it will prefently be fhown in the proper 
place, how the widow, whom Androcles demanded in marriage, might 
have had a right to no more than a fifth part of die inheritance. 
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V. In regard to the melancholy fuccejjiony as it was juftly called, of 
arents to the poffeffions of their deceafed children, there has been a 
great variety in the ordinances or cuftoms of ancient and modern nations 
both in Europe and Aha. The Jewifh law of inheritances depended 
almoft wholly on the following rules, 1. The children of the deceafed 
iucceeded to his property, and, on failure of them, his father inherited, 
2 . The heir being dead, he was reprefented by his iftue. 3 . Males 
were preferred to females in equal degrees. If Sofitheus, therefore, 
had been a native of Judea, his eftate would have defeended to his four 
Ions, the elded, Sofia, taking his double £hare ; but if all of them had 
been dead without children, the daughter would have taken the whole: 
jfhe dying childlefs, the property would have afeended to Sofia I. the 
father of Sofitheus ; and his heir would have been traced exactly in the 
fame manner j that is, the brothers of the deceafed would have fuex¬ 
ceeded as parceners, but the elded would not have been entitled to a 
double portion : on default of brothers and their blue, the lifters would 
have been called to the fuccefiion j and, none of them or their children 
being alive, the inheritance would have gone up to Calliftratus the 
grandfather, if living; or, if not, to his fons, the uncles of Sofitheus, 
and their iftue, or, on failure of that line, to the aunts..; but, had they 
too been dead without children, and had the great-grandfather Eubu- 
lkles I. been alive, it would flill have afeended to him, or devolved upon 
Philager and Eu&emon the great uncles, and the heirs of their bodies; 
and they alfo failing, it would have been inherited by the other ions of 
the anceftor Bufelus, and their descendants reprefenting them, fo as to 
be diftributed, according to the ftocks, among all the agnatick branches, 
the half-blood and the maternal relations being wholly rejected. Thefe 
rules of defeent, which are concifely laid down in the book of Num¬ 
bers, and fully explained in the Mifna , have the merit of extreme fim- 
plicity.; and are in truth no more than limitations to all the anceftors 
fticceftively, and the heirs male of their bodies, with remainders to their 
VOL. iv. f f iftue 
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iiTue female, in the fame manner as the children of the perfon deceafed 
inherit his eftate, but without the fame regard to primogeniture. 

At Athens, as well as at Jerufalem, the mother was excluded from 
the inheritance of her fon : this we learn from the fpeech on the eftate 
of Hagnias, where Theopompus mentions the claim fet up for the mother 
of the deceafed \ a relation, he admits, the nearefi of all by nature •, but not 
recognifed by law among the degrees of fuccejjion; and he prevailed, ac¬ 
cordingly, by the fuperior ftrength of his title. There is, indeed, another 
part of the fame fpeech, which might lead us at firft to imagine, that 
Ihe was only poftponed to all the heirs on the paternal fide, and that (he 
took an equal (hare with a brother of the half blood; but the preceding 
pafiage is exprefs, that (he was not admiflible to the inheritance; and 
it may be remembered, that (lie bore a double relation to Hagnias, both 
as his mother and his fecond coufin ; for (he was the filter of Stratius, 
and the for or cmfatigumea of Theopompus himfelf. 

The Decemviral law, which feems in this inftance to have been bor¬ 
rowed from that of Solon, excluded mothers from the right of fucceflion 
to their children ; but this rigour was mitigated by the lenity of the 
Praetors, who fometimes gave relief, on the ground of proximity, by 
their edidts Unde Cognati and Claudius Cadar would not fuffer a mother 
to be deprived of the fmall confolation, which the fortune of her de¬ 
ceafed fon could afford her. It appears from the fpeech of Cicero for 
A. Cluentius, that, by the municipal law of ‘Larinum, a borough- town of 
Italy, the pofleflions of Avitus would have gone to his mother Saflia, if 
he had died inteftate ; but the law of the twelve tables prevailed at Rome, 
till after the fubverfion of the republick: the amendment of that un¬ 
natural ftrieftnefs was begun by the juft-mentioned Emperor, promoted 
by the Senatus confultum Tertullianum in the time of Hadrian, and com¬ 
pleted, with ibme reafonable reftridlions, by the Juftinianean code. 

Our 
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Our flatute of diftributions, which was penned by a civilian, and in 



in exclufion of their other children; and the flatute of James 
the Second, like the novel conflitutions, ordained, that the mother 
fhould take an equal fliare with the brothers and fillers, and the repre- 
fentatives of them : but the principles of the feudal, policy, from which 
our fyfleni of real property was derived, made it impoflible for lineal 
ariceflors to inherit; and, although our Henry the Firift, like the em¬ 
peror Claudius, reflored the right of fucceffion in the afcending line, yet 
the old rigour Hill prevails in England, as the fame rule, drawn from 
the fame fource, obtains alfo in France. Whether a fimilar maxim was 
adopted by the ancient Arabs, to whofe military inflitutions it feems 
agreeable, I have no certain knowledge ; few monuments of that people 
remaining, except their wild fongs on the fubjeds of love and war; but 
Mahomed exprefsly ordered, that “ even if a man left a child, his parents 
“ fhould have each of them a fixth part of his poffeffions; that, if he 
“ died childlefs, his mother fhould take a third part, or if he had 
« brethren, a fixth, after payment of his debts and legacies:" as a 
reafon for this ordinance he adds, “ You know not whether your parents 
« or your children confer upon you the greater benefit.” The fuccef¬ 
fion of afeendants might have been repugnant to the very efience of 
feuds; but our laws would have been more natural, as well as conve¬ 
nient, if the tranfmiffion of all property had been directed by nearly the 
fame rules, and the diftindion between lands and goods had been left to 
philofophical analyfls and fpeculative lawyers. 

The maxim in Littleton prohibited only the lineal afeent of an inherit¬ 
ance ; but at Athens the collateral afeendants alfo were excluded from 
the fucceffion; and this appears to have been the reafon, why, if no 
teflamentary guardian had been appointed, the Archon ufually gave the 
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guardianfhip of the infant heir to his uncle, in conformity to the law of 


1 



Solon, which directed that none flsouid be nominated guardians , who would 


inherit the ejlate on the death of the minor; an ordinance, which confirms 
the wifdom of our common law. When the heir had feveral uncles, 
the magiltrate chofe one of them according to his difcretion: thus 
Dinias was appointed guardian to his nephews, the grandfons of Polyar- 
chus i for, although on failure of their paternal and maternal kinfmen 
within the limited degrees, he might by poffibility have fucceeded jure 


agnationis, yet fo remote a contingency was not confidered; and guar¬ 


dians are exprefsly named by the old grammarians among the or 

diflant relations , by whom Phaenops complains in Homer-that his poflef- 
fions would be divided, fmce his two Tons, Xanthus and Thoon, had 
perilhed in battle. Ariftomenes, for the fame reafon, was nominated 
guardian to his brother’s childrenj and here we may take occafion to 
illuftrate or correct the rule as to the marriage of heirefies to their 
neared, kinfmen, who , if they had not been livings would have inherited the 
ejlate ; for the orator fays, that Ariftomenes had the option either to take 
his niece hirnfelf or demand her in marriage for his fon ; fince if fhe had 
been dead, the fortune of Ariftarchus would have devolved upon him, 
Cyronides..having been previoufly emancipated : but no fmall difficulty 
arifes from the fecond fpeech, in which it is faid more than once, that, 
if Phila had been a legitimate child, and neither of her coufins would 
have married her, fhe might have been claimed by Lyfimenes, or 
Pylades, or Chaeron,. who, if they were the maternal, uncles of Pyrrhus, 
as 1 firft imagined, could not polfibly have been his heirs, and, if they 
were his paternal uncles, mu ft have been poftponed, to all his kinfmen, 
as far as the fecond coufins, both on his father’s and on his mother’s 
fide y fo that we rnuft fuppofe, either that he had no fuch kinfmen, or 
that the rule before laid down is erroneous, and that an heirefs might 
be claimed by her relation in the neareft degree , whether he could have 
inherited the eftate or not. 

The 
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The perpetual exclufion of the maternal uncle from the right of fuc- 
ceffion, would naturally induce the Archon to appoint him guardian to 
his lifter's fbn; but, if any juft exception could be made to him by the 
mother herfelf or any other friend, he might certainly be fuperfeded: 
thus Diodes, a man accufed of the blackeft crimes, obtained the guar- 
dianihip of his nephew, by intimidating his fifter, and preventing her 
from oppofing his claim; but Thudippus, who had been at variance 
with his brother Euthycrates, and was even fufpeded of having occa¬ 
sioned his death, was not thought a ft perfon to manage the affairs of 
young yljlyphilus, whom the magiftrate therefore committed to the care 
of his father-in-law Theophraftus. 

In the fourth fpeech we fee this delicate and important office given 
to Dicaeogenes III. who moft infamoully abufed his truft, and who, if 
his father Proxenus was really uncle to the deceafed, rnuft have been 
propior fobrinus, or oncle a la mode de Bretagne , as the French exprefs 
that relation, or Welch uncle, as we lometimes call it, to his ward Cephi- 
fodotus and. the other complainants j whence it may be inferred, that 
he was not within the degrees of fucceffion j but this point I cannot 
determine with pofitive certainty. 

Among other articles of a guardian’s duty at Athens, he was required 
by the law to let the eftate of the minor to the beft advantage, taking 
good fecurity from the leffees for the payment of the rents; for which 
purpofe the guardian prefented a petition , and a jury was chofen to 
eftablifh by then- verdibt the propriety of the traniadtion : but a very 
remarkable paflage in the fifth fpeech of Ifeus, fhows how negligently 
this duty was performed; for, when the afiociates of Alee, who had a 
complete afeendant over old Eudtemon, falfely fet forth in their petition, 
that her two baftards were the adopted fons of Philodtemon and Erga- 
menes, and that they were teftamentary guardians of the infants, praying 
lljilt ■: that 
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at their eflates might he let to farmers, the court not only negledled to 
call for proofs of thofe allegations, hut proceeded as of courfe, and would 
actually have delivered the property of Chaereflratus to a vile fet of im- 
poftors, if fome of his friends had not feafonabiy been informed of the 
confederacy. It is probable, indeed, that, when the proclamation was 
made, the crier called upon all perfons intcrefted, to fhow caufe why 
the land or houfes fliould not be let; but they fliould have had longer 
notice; and the whole paffage is fo difficult, that the more I reflet on 
the nature and confoquences of fuch a confpiracy, the lefs I underftand, 
how it could ultimately have availed the eonfpirators j nor is it pofllble, 
that fuch a tranfaction could long have been kept fecret at Athens, where 
fo flagrant an infult on publick juflice would have been punifhed with 
the laft feverity. Heraldus, who of all modern. jurifts has made the belt 
ufe of Iltiius, comments at large on this paffage, but exprefles fome little 
doubt of its true meaning ; his interpretation, however, coincides in 
general with mine •, and I incline to agree alfo with Petit, who con¬ 
ceives that the eflates of minors were let in the month of September, or 
the beginning of the Attick year, when the old leafes ufually expired; 
at which time, as he aflerts, the courts of juflice were fupplied with 
their proper complement of jurymen, whence he explains the words of 
my author, “as foonas the courts were full,” which Heraldus tranflates, 
proxmis judiciis et frequenti foro. I may add, that a fentence in the 
eighth book of Pollux favours the notion of Petit j but the invefligation 
of thefe minute points belongs properly to notes. 




It appears from many paffages of my author, as well as from the 
elegant fpeech of Lyfias againft Diogiton, and the known cafe of De- 
moflhenes himfelf, how frequently and fcandalouily the Athenian 
guardians injured their wards: thus Archedamus, who affifted APOL¬ 
LO DOR US as his advocate and adviier, gained two decrees by a great 
majority againil Eupolis, who had defrauded his nephew of above fix 
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ounds; while the conduct of Diaeogenes and of Diodes was 
: iniquitous. At the age of lixteen a ward might compel his 
t ” r ' a fuit brought in his own name ; and Demoft- 
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was entitled; for, when Theopompus complained that he was cruelly and 
unnecelTarily harafled with an siWyisAw or publick profecution , and urged, 
as an argument in his favour, that the friends of young Stratocles had not 
regularly claimed his moiety of the inheritance, they anfwered, that a 
minor could not bring a civil aElion againft bis guardian: this he denied, 

and challenged them to produce the law, by which fuch an a&ion was 

forbidden; nor does there feem, indeed, any good reafon for fuch a 

prohibition. Had it been really as they contended, yet Theopompus 

intimated an ingenious mode of obtaining juftice : “ let a petition, fays 
“ he, be prefented to-the Archon, that the eftate may be let to farm, 
“ and then will the lellee have a right to commence a fuit againft me, 
“ if I refufe to give him poifeffion.” 

VI. As Hagnias in fad: died childlefs, his brothers, the Tons of Fo~ 
lemo, would have inherited his polfeffions together, and their children 
would have fucceeded to the Jbares of their fat hers , by the exprefs words 
of Solon, to the exdufion, I imagine, of the lifters; and, if none of his 
brothers or their children had been living, the lifters would have been 
called to the fucceffion; but as the legiflator has not laid that the chil¬ 
dren of lifters ihould fucceed to the lhares of their mothers, it is natural 
to conclude, that they took in capita ; and this is the only way, in which 
I am able to folve the difficulty in the fpeech on the eftate of Philocfc- 
mon, where it appears that Androcles claimed the widow of Chaaeas 
with a fifth part of the inheritance; for Ihe would have been entitled to 
a greater lhare as heirefs either of her father or of her brothers, unlefs 
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V one ion, and had the other fifter 
rs, dying inteftate and 
without ifine, would have gone in moieties to Chaereftratus and his aunt, 
according, to the cafe of Thrafybulus, who took an equal ihare with 


or chikilefs, the eftates of her brothers, dying inteftate and 
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would have been entitled to a third part of .the-inheritance,- -j . , - 
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Thus, on the death of DICfEOGENES, his four lifters and all their 
children feem to have had’a title to equal portions of his eftate; for 
Menexenus and Cephifodotus are laid exprefsly to have claimed the fame 
ihare with their coufin, who fpoke in the caufe, and whofe fifter (for I 
adopt the emendation propofed by Reilke) is alio faid to have been en¬ 
titled equally with her mother. Thefe rights were varioufly blended by 
the intermarriages of tbe fifft coufins ; and here it may be obferved, that 
a brother was permitted at Athens, as we learn from the feventh fpeech 
of Ifaeus, to marry the daughter of his father, not of his mother; but X 
recoiled no Athenian law by which a man was reftrained from marrying 
the fifter of his wife, a contrad forbidden by the Alcoran, and commonly 
fuppofed to be prohibited by the eighteenth chapter of Leviticus; my 
opinion on that, fubjed, which I have had no reafon to change, has al¬ 
ready been made publick by my much-lamented friend Mr.. ALLEYNE, 
whofe virtues, learning, and talents promifed no lets honour to himfelf 
than advantage to his country. We might here enumerate thirty cafes, 
in which the pofieffions of a perfon deceafed were diftributable at 
Athens to his foils or daughters, brothers or lifters, or their children, 
feverally or in concurrence; but, if a diftindion be made between 
thofe who claim through females and thofe who derive their title 
through males, the number will amount to ninety-fix; and in all the 

poffible 




deceafed, 

children ; for the preference to m 
was applied to coufins only, and M. Auger is certair 
poling that nieces or the children of nieces were poftponed to nephe 
their Ions, The grammarian, who wrote the Greek arguments to Ifams, 
fell into the fame error j although the diftindion is fully explained by the 
orator himfelf in the fixth fpeech ; where he fays, ** that the law gives 
“ the lifter and the lifter’s fon an equal Ihare of their father’s and their 
<< brother’s fortune : but that when a coufin dies, or any kinfman in a 
“ remoter degree, the male relations are called to the fuccefiion before 
“ the female; for it is enaded, that males and the children of males, 
** if any be living, ftiall be preferred, although they are lefs nearlyfre- 
tt lated to the deceafed.” The children, therefore, of Ciron’s daughter 
had a better title than his nephew, whether he was a brother’s or a 
lifter's foil; and the fine reafoning of Ifieus on that point was, indeed, 
as he intimates himfelf, almoft fuperfluous* but the lifter of Stratius II, 
who ftood in the fame degree of relation to Magmas with Theopompus, 
was wholly excluded from the fuccefiion : thus, if APOLLODORUS 
had died without having appointed an heir, his eftate would have 
defcended to Thrafybulus, his fir ft coufin once removed, in preference 
to the wife of Pronapis, who was nearer by one degree* but as he 
waived his right and admitted the adoption of Thralyllus, the female 
coufin and her hufband fet up a claim to the inheritance, 


The Attick laws preferved by Demofthenes, and the recitals of them 
in Ifteus, mutually corred and explain each other: thus the law of .in- 
vol . iv. g g heritances 
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Few words in the. Greek' and Latin, languages are more vague than 
thofe, which exprels the different relations of dn-^mvs or coujinage ; but 
I muft leave a precife interpretation of them to. philologers, and be 
contented here With observing, that, in Ifeus and Demofthenes, dv'si$ipi 
always mean the Ions of brothers and fillers, or Jirjl coufins, whole 
chiMren, or the fecond coufins, were Called dvifywM by the Athenians, 
and by the Romans, fobrini ; which la ft relation both Eubulides II. by 
his father Philager, and the three fons of Charidemus, bore to Hagnias, 
whofe property was in difpute. A firft: coufin once removed was alfo 
diftinguifhed by the name of dmludSSg, or fon of the dysijsrog: thus Cleon 
and ASTYPHILUS were firft coufins; and the fon of Cleon was 
dv^taSSs to the deceaied, but not, I believe, converfely ; although the 
fons of Aflyphilus and of Cleon would have been reciprocally dys^iuloi 
to each other. The attentive reader muft have anticipated my remark, 
that Cleon would have been heir at law to his firft coufin, if his father 
Thudippus had not been adopted by another family ; and this was the 
title of Hagnon and Hagnotheus to the eftate of NICOSTRATUS t 
thus, on the death of Hagnias, the fon of his aunt Phylomache was 
entitled to the fucceftion; for, although he derived his relation to the 
deceafed through a. female, yet Theopompus, who claimed wholly 
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heritanCes in the fpeech againft Macartatus is fupplied by ttie opening 
of the fpeech on the eftate of Hagnias ; and the pailage above cited 
from my author,jjmft be amended from the compofition of his immortal' 
pupil, by adding the words provided that they belong to the fame branch ; 
on which provifo the title of young Eubulides folely depended. M. 
Auger has tranflated this pailage in the following manner: “ males and 
** the children of males fhall have the preference, provided that they 
“ ftand in the fame degree, and be not farther removed;” but he un- 
queftionably mifunderilood it; and the article of fuccej]ions i indeed, is 
the leaft perfect of any in his valuable work. 
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ferves, wasmiftaken in fuppofing 
Had a brother of Polemo, indeed, 
balides, and not only he, hut his 
?e, would have been preferred. On 
ir children, the Jecond coufins on the 

-* „ — were admitted to the inheritance, which they took, as in 

their own right, in capita ; although the firft coufins once removed 
would have taken in ftirpes, as reprefienting their fathers : fo Theo- 
pompus, Stratocles, Stratius, Eubuiides, and Meneftheus, would have 
fucceeded to fifth parts of the eflate, the daughter of Calliftratu* 
being rejeded, as well as Stratonides, the fon of Oenanthe; but Theo- 
pompus, the only furviving fecond eoufin, would have been entitled to 
the whole, if Eubuiides had not borne a double relation to Hagnias, one 
part of which I feus very artfully fuppreffes. As to the claim fet up by 
the fon of Stratocles, it feeins to have been incapable of fupport; for, 
although there be fome little variation in the different copies of the law, 
yet we may fafely conclude, that the children of fecond couiins were 
not within the legal degrees of fucceffion ; and fo the court at Athens 
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determined, for Theopompus died in poljjeffion of the ' 




No fecond coufins being alive, the half-blood was admitted in the 
fame orders that is, the brothers and lifters, nephews and nieces, on 
the mother’s fide, or, on failure of them, the firft coufins and their 
children, and, iaftly, the fecond coufins, but no farther j for, if no 
maternal kin fine n exifted within thofe degrees, the agnati , or next 
of kin on the paternal fide, were the heirs at law j and their proximity 
was traced by counting the degrees from the common anceftor : thus, 
if Theopompus too had been gone, the half-brother Glauco would have 
fucceeded ; or, he being dead without ifiue, the maternal firft coufins 
or ifiue of Stratius II. and, perhaps, of Theopompus and Stratocles. 
I mull here again mention a moft difficult pafiage in the tenth ipeecb. 
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•to which I before alluded. It is there faid exprefsly, that, ««if Glauco 
“ had relinquished his claim, the mother of him, and of Ilagnias might 
*.* then have juftly entered into litigation for the property of her fon ; 
“ and, as die would have difputed with perfons by no means adiniffible 
“ to the fucceffion, (he would clearly have obtained a fentence for the 
** moiety, both law and natural juftice confpiring in her favour.” Now 
the mother of Hagnias was his fecond coufin on the father’s fide j and, 
as fuch, would have been entitled to his inheritance on failure of males 
in the fame degree, to the exclufion, as one would have imagined, of 
the half-blood : how then could her fon Glauco have claimed before 
her? What occasion had (lie to wait for a waiver of his right ? Was a 
female paternal fecond coufin poflponed to a frater uterinus by the 
words of the law, which gave a preference to males ? The more I 
confider this paflage, the more it perplexes me j and I have not yet 
found any fatisfa&ory foiution of the difficulty. 

I will dole this fedrion with obferving, that, if the preceding inter¬ 
pretation of the laws be right, and males were only preferred in the 
fame branch , the title of the fecond Phylomache was better than that of 
Theopompus, who mull, therefore, as Demofthenes affects, have gained 
a verdidt in his favour by fome contrivance or furprife. 

HU. I have all along proceeded on a fuppofition that the heirs of a 
perfon deceafed were legitimate children, who are defined by the firfi: 
Attick law to be thole born in wedlock of a woman duly betrothed; but 
the thirteenth law, which excluded baftards from the Juccefion to facred 
or civil rights , mull have been re-eiia&ed after the time of Solon, who 
was appointed legiflator one hundred and eighty years before the 
archonfhip of Euclid. We have already obferved that his laws were 
made only for a century, and, though they were all perpetuated by 
Diodes, yet that concerning bajlards is faid to have been revived by 
Pericles and Arifopbon, who added to the definition of legitimacy, that 

both 
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mujl be citizens; and this point we fee carefully proved in 
ent of the fpeech for Euphiletus. The laws of the Greek 
iflands, however, feem to have differed in this refpedt from thofe of 
Athens ; for in ^Egina, as we learn from Ifocrates, the illegitimate filter 
of Thrafylochus inftituted a fuit againfl his devifee, who, inftead of 
refting his defence on her inability to inherit, was Satisfied with proving 
the will, and difcourfing at large on the friendfhip which had fubfifted 
between him and the deceafed. 

,, 

I come now to the fecond part of my commentary, in which I pro- 
pofed to explaint he modes of appointing an heir among the Athenians, 
on failure of natural heirs or lineal defendants. 


I. Frequent mention, is made by the Grecian orators of defolate heri¬ 
tages, as they are called by ISAIAH: now a family was confidered as 
°r become defolate , when the laft occupier of an eftate left no 
fon by nature or by appointment, who might perform holy rites at his 
tomb, prelerve his race, and, by tranfmitting his name to a perpetual 
chain of fucceffors, confer on him a kind of immortality# As this idea 
rauft have been extremely pleafing to men, whofe views of a better life 
were rather faint glimmerings of hope than well-founded expectations, 
they were very early indulged with the power of adopting fons: hence, 
as Ifieus obferves in the fixth fpeech, “ all they, who thought their end 
“ approaching, took a provident care that their families might not 
“ become extindt; and if they had no heirs by birth, yet they left fons 
“ at leaf! by adoption.” The prefervation of names might have been 
one reafon for the preference given to males in the Attick laws of fuc- 
cefiion j and it is very remarkable, that, both in Hebrew and Arabick, 
the word for a male implies remembrance , and that for a female, oblivion, 
but this diftin&ion would not have exifted, if it had been enaCted, that 
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the huibafd of an heirefs fhould either a flume the name of her anceftor, 
pr give it to one of his ions: even in our own country* and in/Very 
modern times, \ve fee a number of devifes to men on condition that they 
take the names of the devifors, or to women, provided that they marry 
perfons of a particular name ; fuch has been the fondnefs of mankind, 
in moft ages and nations, for the jingle of empty founds ! At Athens 
children were named on the tenth day after they were born, as on the 
luftrical day of the Romans; and male infants, as we fee in the pedigree 
of Hagnias, ufually received the names of their grandfathers, or fome 
compounds of them, a method recommended in the laws of Plato, 
Thus one would have thought, that the fon of Oenanthe (houid have 
been called Cleocritus, and that the name of Stratonides fhould have been 
given to a grandfbn of Stratius ; but parents were at liberty to impofe 
names as they pleafed ; and Sofitheus in Demoilhenes mentions the 
motives which induced him to call his four fbns, Sofias, Eubulides, 
Meneftheas, and Calliftratus. Female children alfo were frequently 
named after their grandmothers: thus the name of Phylomache de~ 
fcended to her grand-daughter ; and the uncles of PYRRHUS aflerted, 
that he gave Ms daughter Phila the name of his own mother Clstareta, 
which would have been a flrong argument for her legitimacy. This 
cuilom was ufeful in keeping the branches of a family d blind, efpecially 
as males were preferred only in the fame branch and it was forcibly 
urged againft Theopompus, that neither his brethren nor his anceftors 
bore the name of Hagnias , or of Eubulides, nor any iimilar to them, 
luch as Hagnon, Hagnotheus, or Eubulus; while the other two branches 
were equally clear of any name like that or Stratius, from whom he 
defcended: it may be worth while to add, that a change of names often 
took place at Rome, as M. Brutus, who had been adopted by his uncle, 
is named Q^Csepio Brutus in a decree of the fenate y but it was ufua], 
on fome occasions, to alter the termination only, as Odavius, after the 
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death of his adopter C. Caefar, was called OSlavianns ; and, for a fimilar 
reafon, one of Cicero’s letters is addrefied to T. Pomponianus Atticus. 
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The publick intereft alfo was greatly concerned in preventing the 
defolation of heritages ; for it was expedient, that eftates, which con¬ 
tributed to defray the general expenfes, fhould be preferved as long as 
poflibleand this mode was preferable in a free government to the 
laws of efcheats and fifcal claims to vacant inheritances : hence we find, 
that SOLON directed the chief magiftrate to prevent the total extinc¬ 
tion of families; and hence, if a man died inteftate and childlefs, it was 
incumbent on the next heir to emancipate one of his own fons or near 
relations, and appoint him, by a kind of adoption, fon to the deceafed, 
together with his name and a confiderable portion of his eftate. Thus, 
on the death of Apollodorus the fon of Eupolis, one of his fitters ought 
to have given her own fon both his name and part of his fortune •, but, 
as this duty was negle&ed by the wives of Pronapis and fEfchines, their 
firft coufin took care to adopt Tbrafyllus, whilft he lived; and the 
fpeech on the eftate of APOLLODORUS is lb clear and full a com¬ 
mentary on this method of adoption during life , that it were quite 
fuperfluous to write more diffufely on the fubjedt: a few obfervatiojis, 
however, may be added without impropriety. 

Both at Athens, as we learn from Ilieus, and at Rome, as A. Gellius 
informs us, an adopted fon acquired all the rights, both facred and civil, 
and l'ucceeded to all the advantages and burdens, of the new family into 
which he was introduced j nor was he confidered in any other light 
than that of a fon by nature born in lawful wedlock, whence the orator 
alks, “ how Philodtemon could have died without a child, when he had 
“ actually adopted his nephewbut all pretenfions whatever to the 
inheritance of his natural father were wholly loft by adoption or eman¬ 
cipation : thus Cleon was firft coufin to ASTYPHILUS, but as his 

father 
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father had been adopted by another perform he no longer bore any rela¬ 
tion to the deceafed j yet, if Thudippus had left a fon in thehoufe of his 
adopter, and returned, as he lawfully might, into his ancient family, and 
if Cleon had been born after that return, either he or his fon would have 
been heir to Aftyphilus, in preference to the half-Wbther. A maternal 
inheritance, indeed, was not loft by adoption j for the father only was 
changed: fo, when Thralybulus was adopted by Hippoiochides, he ftill 
retained and afierted his title to the effete of his mother’s brother, a 
moiety of which he actually received ; and he would have taken, as 
male couiin, the whole fortune of Apollodorus, if the adoption of 
Thrafyllus had been illegal. 

When the adopted fon died without children, and confequently with- 
, out having returned to his natural family, the pofleffions of the adopter 
delcended to his right heirs as, on the deceafc of Endius, the lifter 
of PYRRHUS demanded and obtained his eilate, the illegitimacy df 
Phila and the legality of the adoption being clearly proved : had Phila 
been legitimate, it appears from the pleadings in the caufe, that an 
adverle pofTeffion of twenty years would not have barred her title ; and 
we muft fuppofe, that the limitation of five years related only to actions 
brought, and not to protejlations or entries made by lineal defendants, 
who took pofleffion, if they pleafed, without, inftituting a fuit for their 
inheritance. The fpeech of Demoftbenes, in the caufe between Arif- 
todemus and Leocbares, contains a great deal of curious learning concern¬ 
ing adoptions •, for the principal queftion was, whether an adopted fon 
could h inf elf adopt another , and the argument of Demoftbenes, who 
maintained the negative, was in lubftance this: “ An adopted fon cannot 
“ devife the property acquired by adoption, for Solon gave the power of 
“■ deviling only to unadopted citizens f he cannot, therefore', by adopting- 
“ a foil, give him a right to the fame property, for a devife is in faft a 
** ipecies of adoption, and both kinds were prohibited together; belides, 

“ there 




s family of the perfon who adoj 
“ him.” As to the other queflion, who was heir at law to Arc blades, 
there was no kind of difficulty in it: for the complainant defcended 
from a brother, and was therefore preferred by the exprefs words of the 
law to the iifue of a fifter ■, but how Ariffoteles could be confidered as 
heir to Leocrates, who was related to him in the ninth degree of the 
civilians, I am at a lofs to determine: there are many other dark paf- 
fages in the fpeech, which I leave to the interpreters of Demofthenes, 
it, being my foie bufinefs at prefent to illuftrate Ifaius. One thing only 
I may remark with M. Anger j that no objection was taken to the 
adoption of Leocrates, becaufe the fuppofed adopter had never been 
married 5 and I at firft thought with him, that the adopted for muji 
necejj'arily have been a genuine citizen ; but the fragment in defence of 
Euphiletus feems to prove, that foreigners were fometimes adopted, 
unlefs we fuppofe, as I think we may, that Ifseus was there fpeaking of 
fuppojititious, not of adopted, fons. The true end and eflential conditions 
of an adoption at Rome are explained with admirable perfpicuity by 
Cicero, in his noble fpeech for the rejlitution of his Palatine houfe, in 
which he proves that Clodius had been illegally adopted : it appears from 
that whole bufinefs, that a Roman, properly qualified in other refpedts, 
might adopt a man of a different rank from himfelf but fuch an adop¬ 
tion, it leems, was forbidden by the laws of Mgina and Siphnus, either 
during life or by teftament, whence Ifocrates takes pains to fhow,..that 
the devilee of Tbrafylochus was a citizen inferiour to none of the Siph- 
nians , and educated in the fame manner with his friend. 


II. The power of deviling property, which SOLON introduced at 
Athens but two hundred years before the birth of Demoffhenes, is 
next to be confidered ; and the preceding fpeeches evidently fhow how 
vol. iv. h h much 
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much litigation and impofture followed the introduction of it ; an ob¬ 
jection, indeed, which lies in forne degree againft the laws of fucceflion; 
for, when NICOSTRATUS was dead, there appeared no fewer than 
feven falfe claimants of his eftate by a variety of fictitious titles. I can¬ 
not aferibe the deftrudiion of Athenian liberty to this alteration made in 
the ancient law, and am inclined to doubt the Jaci of its having pro¬ 
duced exceffive wealth in lbme citizens, whilft others were impove- 
rilhed : there are many inftances in the Greek orators of perfons, who 
had fucceeded, as ;h^fs, to feveral eftates; but the difadvantages and 
odium, which attended an excefs of riches, were conliderably greater at 
Athens than the benefits or pleafure arifing from affluence. Various 
caufes contributed to the fubverfion of the Athenian Rate : had Philip 
never exifted, or been lefs ambitious, had Hyperides and Demofthen.es 
underftood the art of war as well as that of rhetorick, had the gold of 
Perfia and Macedonia been lefs powerful, and the abettors of tyranny 
lefs affrduous, Athens might have continued to ftourifti in fplendour and 
freedom, whether Solon’s inftitution had taken place, or the former 
ftridtnefs had prevailed. Plutarch, indeed, wliofe judgement is highly 
to be refpedted, aferibes the decline of the Spartan government to a 
fimilar relaxation of the old feverity by the law of Epitadeus , which per¬ 
mitted a devife of lands or goods from the natural heir, in oppofition 
to the ordinance of LYCURGUS, which prohibited any alienation of 
them ; arid he imputes even the propolal of fuch a law to a motive of 
refentment or of covetoufnefs ; for Epitadeus , fays he, was a proud fedi- 
tious man, and had quarrelled bitterly with his own fon ; bat the per- 
miffion given by him to alien an eftate at all, and not merely to leave it 
by will, was the evil of which the hiftorian complains; for, when moil 
of the inheritances in Lacedaemon had been transferred from the lawful 
heirs, there remained only feven hundred genuine citizens, among whom 
not more than one hundred were in poftefiion of lands : yet, if the Athe¬ 
nian filver had not found its way into Sparta, the law would have been 

innocent. 
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Whether the law of Solon was politick or not, it had the merit of 
concifenefs and fimplicity, and the {Indent may not be difpleafed to 
compare it with the (latute of our Henry the Eighth, who certainly 
was not a Solon: but it would be foreign from my defign to difcourfe 

-:* -t large, much lets to fubjoin a treatife on devifes, or to analyfe 

rd in the well-known definition of ModeJUnus. So many books 
have been written upon wills by civilians and common lawyers, that the 
fubjedt is almoft exhausted, and the pafTages in my author, where men¬ 
tion is made of them, are fo clear as to require very little explanation i 
it will be fufficient, therefore, to conclude this commentary, as I at firft 
propofed, with a few remarks on the execution and revocation of an 
Athenian will. 3 have already obferved, that the appointment of an heir 
by a man’s lad: teftament was regarded at Athens as a mode of adopting 
a fon ; and of this teftamentary adoption , for fo the Greek orators call it, 
we have feveral examples in Ifeus: thus the devife of PhihSlemon is 
treated all along as an adoption j but his power to devife or adopt in the 
lifetime of his father is fomewhat queftionable, fince in fadt he nomi¬ 
nated a reprefentative of himfelf as fon of Ru&eiaoa. His power, how¬ 
ever, being admitted, let us examine the manner .in which it was exer- 
cifed. We may take notice m the firfl place, that, although Cato the 
Cenjir repented of his having puffed a fmgte day without a will , yet the 
old Athenians were not fo provident ; for they commonly deferred the 
execution of their wills, till they were impelled by the apprehenfion of 
fome approaching danger : thus, when Apoilodorus was on the point of 
failing with the army to Corinth , he left his eftate, in cafe of his death, 
to the daughter of Archedamus j and it was argued hy the fon of Theo- 
phrailus, that, fince AJlyphilus , who was a foldier by profeflion, had 
made no will before his campaigns in the Corinthian and Theban wars, 

it 
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it was very improbable that he mould have 


before his adventure to Mitylene , in which he was lets expofed to peril. 
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Theopompus alfo, whofe bufinefs it was to infill, that Hagnias had 
devifed his fortune to Glauco, mentions, as a reafon why he deviled 
it at all, that he was preparing to fail on a pub lick embaf’y j and Phi- 
lodtemon is faid to have adopted Chaireftratus by will, left he Ihould 
perilh in one of his frequent expeditions by land or lea : if, in thele 

cafes, polTeflion of the eftates had been given to the donees, they would 

. 

have been complete donationes mortis cauj'd , many examples of which 
may be found in the ancient poets and hiftorians of Greece j but they 
feem to have been regular deviles according to the law of Solon. The 
exprefs words of that law,' as well as the common fenfe of mankind, 
required that, a tellator Ihould have the full enjoyment of his reafon and 
liberty, without which no inftrument executed by a man can with any 
propriety be called his will; thus it was contended, that Philodtemon’s 
difpofition of his property was exactly agreeable to the law, fince he had 
no legitimate children, and had been advanced by his fellow-citizens to 
the higheft honours on account of his fuperiour talents ; and it was no 
uncommon dilemma, of which we have examples at the conclufion of 
the firjl and eighth fpeeches, “ that either no will at all had been made 
** by the deceafed, or that, if it had, it was invalid, fince he could not 
** have difinherited his relation, whom he always loved, or adopted a 
perfon, whom he always abhorred, without having loft his fenfes by 
the effects of poifon or difeafe.’ 1 From this fpecious mode of reafon- 
ing proceeded the Roman dcxftrins of inofficious teftaments, which were 
fet afide on a prefumption of infanity, or of fuch caprice as amounted to 
folly : thus the will of Mbutius, who, having two daughters of equal 
merit, left his eftate to one of them exclufively of the other, was con- 
fidered as a proof of inadnefs. 






<« 


tt 


The power and underftanding of an Athenian teilator being indifput- 

able, 
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j, he wrote his will in the limplefl and cleared mariner, and com¬ 
monly in the following form : “ Philodtemon the Cephiflan riiade this 
“ teftament. If any accident fhould befal me, and if 
« be delivered of a child, I give all my eftate and intereft to my nephew 
<( Chmreftratus, whom I adopt as my fon; and I bequeath one talent to 
“ my wife, together with my houfe at Cephifia. We may colledt from 
a pafiage in the eighth fpeech, that it was not abfolutely necellary fot a 
will to be atteded ; it was dual, however, to have witneiTes, and prudent 
to convene as many friends and relations as could be aflembled, in whole 
prefence the will was acknowledged by the tedator, hut the contents 
of it were feldorn difclofed: it was then fsaled up for the purpoie of 
fecrecy, and generally committed to the care of fome kinfman, who 
was not intereded in the dedrudion of it, or whofe integrity was wholly 
unfufpeded. Thus the teftament of old EuBemon was depofited with 
his friend Pythodorus, and that of his fon with his brother-in-law 
Cbaereas; and the pretended will of Ajlyphihu was laid to have been, 
left in thecuftody of his uncle Hierocles ; but the Athenian wills were 
fometimes placed, for greater fecurity, in one of the publick temples, 
a method frequent alfo at Rome ; and the will of Cleonymus was, 
probably, fecured in this manner, fince, when he wifhed to cancel it, 
he fent Pondippus for the «>or Mdile, who had the care of all 
the great buildings at Athens. Notwithdanding thefe precautions, 
a number of forged wills were continually fet up; and, notwithdanding 
the wife provifions of the law, as great a number were obtained by im¬ 
proper influence; but, though the profligacy of the Athenians has been 
aferibed to the form of their government, yet, if we confider the multi¬ 
tude of forgeries and impoiitions of the lame kind, which almofl every 
circuit in England brings to light, we (hall be forced to confefs, that 
the people of Attica were profligate, not becaufe they had a popular 
government, but although they bad it; and we mud look for another 
fource of their wickednefs and of our own, which I conceive to be 

this; 




There is a vein of juft reafoning on the evidence 
fpeech on the eftate of Nicojiratus , whofe teftament, 

Ajlyphilm, appears to have been forged; but he muft be an 
advocate, who cannot make his own cafe plaufible 5 and, ~~ 
ments on the other fide are not extant, it is impoflible for us tc 
the caufes with juftice : the fame may be obferved as to all the queftions* 
of mere fad, which arife in the fpeeches of Ifaeus; but fo many dif~ 
interefted witneffes, whofe depoiitions are preferved by his pupil, con¬ 
firm the pedigree of HAGNIAS, that it is equally impoflible for us to 
doubt the truth of it. 


If PHILOCTEMON had adopted Chaereftratus in his life-time, an 
afterborn child would have been coheir with his adopted fon j but he 
might have defired to leave his entire polfeftions to his own ififue j and 
fuch an adoption would have been irrevocable, except for the mod 
weighty reafons, whilft a teftamentary appointment might be revoked 
at pleafure. The revocation of wills was ufuaily performed at Athens 
with great ceremony, and in the prefence of a magiftrate$ for thofe, 
with whom they had been depofited, would not furrender or unieal 
them, except by the authority of the court, left they fhould at any time 
be charged with having altered them: hence Pythodorus refufed to 
give up the teftament of Eudemon, and, when he was called before 
the Archon, declared that he could have no wifh. to detain it, but in¬ 
filled, that, as Chaereas was prefent, when Eudemon committed the will 
to his charge, and as an infant daughter of Chaereas was living, whofe 
interefts might be affeded by the revocation of it, he was authorized 
to keep it, until her guardian or hufband could fecure him from any 
trouble on her account; and the court approved of his caution; but 

the 




The fpeech on the eftate of Cleonymus clearly ihows the formality 
with which a teftament was refcinded; and the queftion on the virtual 
revocation is difcufied with elegancej nor could Ifieus be eafily anfwered, 
if the actual revocation was in truth prevented by the contrivance of the 
devifees, from which both reafon and juftice would have forbidden them 
to derive advantage. I have hitherto purpofely abftained from citing 
Englijh cafes on the important fubjeft of devifes and revocations, be- 
caufe I wiihed to avoid even the appearance of profeflional oftentation, 
and becaufe the books, in which they may be read, are on the {helves 
of every {Indent, who will find it an agreeable exercife to confider how 
thefe Athenian caufes would have been decided at Weftminfter; but I 
cannot help alluding to the cafe of Burton and Guwell in the thirty- 
fifth year of Elizabeth, where a man executed a devife at Pulham, and 
afterwards lying fick at Sterfton, faid, ** my will made at Pulham jfkall 
“ not Jland and it was holden that thefe words revoked the will, be¬ 
caufe the verb apparently future denoted a prefent refolutiori, but a 
declaration of a future intention would not have been fufficient; fuch 
words, however, fpoken in private, would not have amounted to a revo¬ 
cation at Athens, any more than with us after the fratute of frauds. 


Before I conclude this commentary, I mull take notice of a few 
circumftances in one or two of the fpeeches j and, fitft, of a paflfage in 
that juft-mentioned, where Polyarchus is faid to have directed, that, 
“ if his ion Cleonymus died without iffue, the eftate fliould go to his 
“ grandfonsnow, if this direction had been contained in a will of 
the grandfather, Cleonymus could hardly have been empowered to 
deprive the perfons in remainder of their intereft, fince the Athenians 
had ilot even an idea of eftates-tail by implication, much lefs of reco- 
> ’ veries 
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veries by which thofe entails might be. barred.} we muR, therefore, 
fuppofe, that this was only a defire or recommendation of Polyarchus, 
which his fon might legally, although not very decently, difregard. 

Next, it may be remarked, that, in the real teftament of Philofltemon 
and in the pretended one of Hagnias, we may difeover the rudiments 
ol thofe fubjlitutions , which form fo large a part of our modern fvilems: 

Hagnias is fuppofed to have devifed his property to his niece, and, 
after her death, to his half-brother Glauco , who, when die died, entered 
upon the eRate by virtue of the remainder, which had been veiled in 
him } but iuch limitations were, I believe, uncommon among the Athe¬ 
nians, whole jurifprudence was not entangled with the fubtile dodrine 
of contingent and veiled interests, or the multitude of perplexing 
quellions, to which the capricious fancy of tellators, with a little help 
from conveyancers, has conllantly given birth in England j nor would 
the ancient courts have fuffered jullice to be impeded by the te ch- 
nical niceties which confined our countrymen, to whom devifes, on 
their firll introduction, appeared, they faid, of a marvellous nature; and 
a lingle queftion, in the caufe of Curius and Coponius , which the Roman 
tribunal decided juRly in one day, was agitated in our courts for near 
forty years. I check myfelf on the profped of the vail field, into 
which this fubjed would lead me, remembering, that it is the foie duty 
of a commentator to illuRrate his author; and the fpeeches of ISiEUS 
are made, 1 flatter myfelf, fufficiently clear by the preceding obferva- 
tions} although, I confefs, that fome few clouds and dark places are 
left in them, which more leifure than my late engagements have per¬ 
mitted me to enjoy, might perhaps have enabled me to difperfe and 
elucidate. I am fully, fenfible, that deep refearches into the legal anti¬ 
quities of Greece and Rome are of greater ufe to fchoiars and contem¬ 
plative perfons, than to lawyers and men of bulinefs ; that Bradon and 
Littleton, Coke and Rolle, are the proper objeds of our Rudy; and 
that, if a client were to alk his eounfel whether he had an eRate for 
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life or in tail, he would receive little fatisfa&ion from being told, that, 
whatever ellate he had, he might devife it by the law of Solon, provided 
the devifee took his daughter in marriage j but the ableft advocates 
and wife ft judges have frequently embellished their arguments with 
learned allufions to ancient cafes j and fuch allufions, it muft be allowed, 
are often ufeful, always ornamental ; and, when they are introduced 
without pedantry, never fail to pleafe. So delightful, indeed, is the 
ftudy of laws, general and particular, ancient and modern, Afiatick and 
European, that even the fine arts are not more alluring; and it is with 
pleafure, as well as firmnefs, that I adopt the refolution of CICERO, 
which cannot be more forcibly or concifely exprefled than in the very 
words of his letter to Varro: “ Mihi hasc videntur—fi nemo utetur 
“ opera, tamen et feribere et legere moXnztac, et ft minus in curia atque 
** in foro, at in literis et libris, ut do&ifiimi veteres fecerunt, navare 
“ rempublicam, et de moribus ac legibus quserere.” 



SEVEN ARABIAN POEMS, 


WHICH WERE SUSPENDED ON 

THE TEMPLE AT MECCA; 

WITH 

A TRANSLATION AND ARGUMENTS. 
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1 HE Diicourfe will comprife obfervations on the antiquity of th c Ara¬ 
bian language and letters ; on the dialeds and charaders of Himyar and 
Koraifh, with accounts of fome Himyarick poets ; on the manners of the 
Arabs in the age immediately preceding that of Mahomed ; on the temple 
at Mecca , and the Moallakdt, or pieces of poetry Jufpended on its walls or 
gate; laftly, on the lives of the Seven Poets, with a critical hiftory of 
their works, and the various copies or editions of them preferved in 
- "Europe , AJia, and Africa. 

The Notes will contain authorities and reafons for the tranflation of 
controverted paffages; will elucidate all the obfcure couplets, and ex¬ 
hibit or propofe amendments of the text; will dired the reader’s atten¬ 
tion to particular beauties, or point out remarkable defeds; and will 
throw light on the images, figures, and allufions of the Arabian poets, 
by citations either from writers of their own country, or from fiieh of 
oui European travellers as belt illuftrate the ideas and cufloms of eaftern 
nations. 
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But the Difcourje and Notes are ornamental only, not eiTential, to the 
work ; and, by fending it abroad in its prefent form, the tranllator may 
reap no fmall advantage, if the learned here or on the Continent will 
favour him in the courfe of the fummer with their ftri&ures and anno¬ 
tations, and will tranfmit them for that purpofe to the publifher. It is 
hoped, that the war will raife no obftacle to this intercourfe with the 
lcholars of Leyden, Paris, and Madrid ; for men of letters, as fuch, 
ought, in all places and at all times, to carry flags of truce* 

A.D. 1783. 


NOTE. 


“Ike Genealogical Talk muft be placed immediately before the tranllation, and the page, in Arabick, 
before the originals : the fecond plate contains the sad, 33d, and 34th verfes of Amriolkais, with the 
comment of Tabreixi* f 
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j/H E poet, after the manner of his countrymen, fuppofes hii 
ed on a journey by a company of friends; and, as they pafs i 
where his miftrcfs had lately dwelled, but from which her tri 
removed, he de/ires them to flop awhile, that he might indulge 
pleafure of weeping over the deferted remains of her tent, 
ply with his requeft, but exhort him to fhow more ftrength of mind, and 
urge two topicks of confolation; namely, that be had before been equally 
unhappy , and that he had enjoyed his full pare of pleafures: thus by the recollec¬ 
tion of his paffed delight his imagination is kindled, and his grief fufpended. 

He then gives his friends a lively account of his juvenile frolicks, to one of 
which they had alluded. It feems, he had been in love with a girl named 
Onaiza, and had in vain fought an occafion to declare his paffion : one day, 
when her tribe had ftruck their tents, and were changing their ftation, 
the women, as ufual, came behind the reft, with the fervants and baggage, 
in carriages fixed on the backs of camels. Jmriolkais advanced flowly 
at a diftance, and, when the men were out of fight, had the pleafure of 
feeing Onaiza retire with a party of damfels to a rivulet or pool, called 
Daratjuljul, where they undrefted themfelves, and were bathing, when the 
lover appeared, demounted from his camel, and fat upon their clothes, 
proclaiming aloud, that whoever would redeem her drefs, muji prefent herfelj 
naked before him. 

They adjured, entreated, expoftulated; but, when it grew late, they found 
themfelves obliged to fubmit, and all of them recovered their clothes 

except 
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except Onaiza, who renewed her adjurations, and continued a long time 
in the water: at length the alfo performed the condition, and drefled her- 
felf. Some hours had palled, when the girls complained of cold and 
hunger: Amriolkais therefore inflantly killed the young camel on which he had 
ridden, and, having called the female attendants together, made a fire and 
roafted him. The afternoon was fpent in gay converfadon, not without a 
cheerful cup, for he was provided with wine in a leathern bottle but, 
when it was time to follow the tribe, the prince (for fuch was his rank) had 
neither camel nor horfe ; and Onaiza, after much importunity, confented 
to take him on her camel before the carriage, while the other damfels divided 
among themfelves the lefs agreeable burden of his arms, and the furniture 
of his beak. 

He next relates his courtfliip of Fathima, and his more dangerous amour with 
a girl of a tribe at war with his own, whofe beauties he very minutely and luxu¬ 
riantly delineates. From thefe love-tales he proceeds to the commendation 
ef his own fortitude, when he was palling a defert in the darkeft night; 
and the mention of the morning, which fucceeded, leads him to a long 
defer if tion of his hunter , and of a chafe in the forejl, followed by a feaft on the 
game, which had been pierced by his javelins. 

Here his narrative feems to he interrupted by a Jiorm of lightning and violent 
rain : he nobly deferibes the Ihower and the torrent, which it produced 
down all the adjacent mountains; and, his companions retiring to avoid the 
florin, the drama (for the poem has the form of a clramatick paftoral) ends 
abruptly. 

The metre is of tXvefirft fpecies, called long verfe, and confifts of the bacchius, 
or amphibrachys, followed by the firk epitrite ; or, in the fourth and eighth 
places of the diftich, by the double iambus , the laft fyllable being confidered 
as a long one: the regular form, taken from the fecond chapter of Commen¬ 
taries on Aftalick Poetry, is this ; 

“ Amator j puellarum | mifer fae ( pe tallitur 
<* Ocellis | nigris, labris | odoris, [ nigris com is.’ - 
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StAY*—L et us weep at the remembrance of our beloved, at 
u the Jight of the flation where her tent was raifed, by the edge of 
yon bending fands between dahul and haumel, 

2 “ tudam and mikra j a flat ion, the marks of which are not 
“ wholly effaced, though the fouth wind and the north have woven 
“ the twilled fand/’ 

3 Thus I /poke, when my companions flopped their courfes by my 
lide, and faid, “ Perifh not through defpair : only be patient.” 

4 A profufion of tears, anfwered J, is my foie relief ; but what 
avails it to fhed them over the remains of a deferted manfion ? 


5 


« 


Thy condition, they replied, is not more painful than when 
“ thou lefteft howaira, before thy prefent paffion, and her neigh- 
“ hour reraba, on the bills of masel.” 


Yes, I rejoined, when thofe two damfels departed, mufk was dif- 
fufed from their robes, as the eaftern gale fheds the fcent of clove- 
gillyflowers: 

vo l, iv. kk 7 Then 
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7 Then gufhed the tears from my eyes, through excefs of regret, 
and flowed down my neck, till my fword-belt was drenched in the 
',f; ftream. m* 

g u Yet haft thou palled many days in fweet converfe with the 
“ fair; but none fo fweet as the day, which thou fpenteft by the pool 
“ of DARAT JULJUL.” 

q On that day I killed my camel to give the virgins a feaft ; and 
oh ! how ftrange was it, that they fhould carry his trappings and 
furniture! 

10 The damfels continued till evening helping one another to the 
roafted flefh, and to the delicate fat like the fringe of white filk 
finely woven. 

11 On that happy day I entered the carriage, the carriage of 
onaiza, who faid, “Wo to thee ! thou wilt compel me to travel 
i* on foot.” 

12 She added (while the vehicle was bent afide with our weight), 
« O amriolkais, defcend, or my beaftalfo will be killed.” 

13 I anfwered: “ Proceed, and loofen his rein ; nor withhold from 
** me the fruits of thy love, which again and again may be tafted 
*' with rapture. 

14 “ Many a fair one like thee, though not like thee a virgin, have I 
u vifited by night: and many a lovely mother have I diverted from 
** the care of her yearling infant adorned with amulets : 


15 ** When 
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1 5 ** When the fuckling behind her cried, die turned round to 

“ him with half her body j but half of it, preffed beneath my em- 
“ brace, was not turned from me.” 

10 Delightful too was the day, when fathima at firft rejected me 
on the fummit of yon fand-hill, and took an oath, which the de¬ 
clared inviolable. 

17 “ O fathima, faid I, away with fo much coynefs; and, if thou 
*« hadll refolved to abandon me, yet at laft relent. 

18 “ If, indeed, my difpofition and manners are unpleafing to thee, 
“ rend at once the mantle of my heart, that it may be detached 
“ from thy love. 

l q “ Art thou fo haughty, becaufe my paflion for thee deftroys me; 
“ and becaufe whatever thou commanded, my heart performs ? 

20 “ Thou weepejl —yet thy tears flow merely to wound my heart 
“ with the fliafts of thine eyes j my heart, already broken to pieces 
4 * and agonizing.” 

21 Bejides thefe —with many a fpotlefs virgin, whofe tent had not 
yet been frequented, have I holden foft dalliance at perfect leifure. 

22 To viftt one of them , I pafled the guards of her bower and a hoftile 

tribe, who would have been eager to proclaim my death. 

* 

23 It was the hour, when the Pleiads appeared in the firmament, 
like the folds of a filken falh variouily decked with gems. 


24 I ap- 
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24 I approached—die dood expetting me by the curtain; and, as if fhe 
•was preparing for deep, had put off all her vefture, but her night-dr els. 

25 She faid—“ By him who created me (and gave me her lovely 
“ hand), I am unable to refute thee ; for I perceive, that the blind- 

nefs of thy paffion is not to be removed.” 

20 Then I rofe with her j and, as we walked, fhe drew over our 
footfteps the train of her pictured robe. 

2 7 Soon as we had palled the habitations of her tribe, and come to 
the bofom of a vale furrounded with hillocks of lpiry land, 

28 I gently drew her towards me by her curled locks, and die foftly 
inclined to my embrace : her waift was gracefully llender; but 
fweetly fwelled the part encircled with ornaments of gold. 

29 Delicate was her diape; fair her Ikin * and her body well pro¬ 
portioned : her bofom was as fmooth as a mirror, 

30 Or like the pure egg of an oftrich of a yellowilh tint blended 
with white, and nourilhed by a dream of wholefome water not yet 
difturbed, 

31 She turned afide, and difplayedher foft cheek : die gave a timid 
glance with languilhing eyes, like thofe of a roe in the groves of 
we gera looking tenderly at her young. 

32 * Her neck was like that of a milk-white hind, but, when die 
raifed it, exceeded not the juded fyminetry j nor was the neck of 
my beloved fo unadorned. 


33 Her 
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Her long coal-black hair decorated her back, thick and difFufed 
like bunches of dates cluttering on the palm-tree. 

Her locks were elegantly turned above her head; and the riband, 
which bound them, was loft in her trelfes, part braided part difhe- 
velled. 

She difcovered a waift taper as a well-twifted cord; and a leg 
both as white and as fmooth as the Item of a young palm, or a 
freih reed, bending over the rivulet. 

When the ileeps at noon, her bed is belprinkled with mufk: 
Hie puts on her robe of undrefs, but leaves the apron to her hand¬ 
maids. 

She difpenfes gifts with fmall delicate fingers, fweetly glowing 
at their tips, like the white and crimfon worm of dabi a, or den¬ 
tifrices made of ESEL-wood. 

The brightnefs of her face illumines the veil of night, like the 
evening taper of a reclufe hermit. 

On a girl like her, a girl of a moderate height, between thofc 
who wear a frock and thofe who wear a gown, the moft baihful 
man muft look with an enamoured eye. 

The blind paffions of men for common objefts of affe&iHf are foon 
dilperfed ; but from the love of thee my heart cannot be releafed. 

O how oft have I rejected the admonitions of a morofe advifer, 
vehement in cenfuring my paffion for thee; nor have I been 
moved by his reproaches 1 


42 Often 




THE POEM OF AMRIOLKAIS. 

> ; ; / , / \<<x| ■ ,] 'h V'"' 'ii uf ■ ’< , • * ■ 

Often has the night drawn her fkirts around me like the billows 

of the ocean., to make trial of my fortitude in a variety of cares j 

And I faid to her (when {he feemed to extend her tides, to drag 
on her unwieldy length, and to advance flowly with her bread), 

“ Difpel thy gloom, O tedious night, that the morn may rife; 
“ although my forrows ar«e fuch, that the morning-light will not 
«« give me more comfort than thy {hades. 

“ O hideous night! a night in which the dars are prevented 
“ from riling, as if they were bound to a folid cliff with drong 
« cables!” 

Often too have I rifen at early dawn, while the birds were yet 
in their neds, and mounted a hunter with frnooth fhort hair, of a 
full height, and fo fleet as to make captive the beads of the fored; 

Ready in turning, quick in purfuing, bold in advancing, firm in 
backing*; and performing the whole with the drength and fwift- 
nefs of a vad rock, which a torrent has pufhed from its lofty bafc; 

A bright bay deed, from whofe polifhed back the trappings 
Aide, as drops of rain glide hadily down the flippery marble. 

Even in his weaked date he feems to boil while he runs; and 
the lound, which he makes in his rage, is like that of a bubbling 
cauldron. 

When other horfes, that fwim through the air, are languid and 
kick the dud, harufhes on like a flood, and drikes die hard earth 
with a firm hoof. 
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He makes the light youth Aide from his feat, and violently 
(hakes the llcirts of a heavier and more dubborn rider ; 

# 

Rapid as the pierced wood in the hands of a playful child, 
which he whirls quickly round with a well-fadened cord. 

He has the loins of an antelope, and the thighs of an oftrich j 
he trots like a wolf, and gallops like a young fox. 

Firm are his haunches ; and, when his hinder parts are turned 
towards you, he fills the fpace between his legs with a long thick 
tail, which touches not the ground, and inclines not to either 
fide. 

His back, when he ftands in his ftall, refembles the fmooth 
ffone on which perfumes are mixed for a bride, or the feeds of 
coloquinteda are bruifed. 

The blood of the fwift game, which remains on his neck, is 
like the crimfon juice of Hinna on grey flowing locks. 

He bears us (peedily to a herd of wild cattle, in which the 
heifers are fair as the virgins in black trailing robes, who dance 
round the idol dewaar : 

They turn their backs, and appear like the variegated (hells of 
Yemen on the neck of a youth didinguilhed in his tribe for a 
multitude of noble kinfmen. 


He foon Brings us up to the foremod of the beads, and leaves 
the red far behind; nor has the herd time to difperfe itfelf. 

60 He 
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60 He runs from wild bulls to wild heifers, and overpowers them in 
a fingle heat, without being bathed, or even moiftened, with fweat. 

01 Then the bufy cook drefies the game, roafting part, baking part 
on hot ftones, and quickly boiling the reft in a veffel of iron. 

62 In the evening we depart; and, when the beholder’s eye afcends 
to the head of my hunter, and then defcends to his feet, it is un¬ 
able at once to take in all his beauties. 

# . . _ ' 

03 His trappings and girths are ftill upon him: he Hands eredl 

before me, not yet loofed for pafture. 

04 O friend, feeft thou the lightning, whofe dailies referable the 
quick glance of two hands amid clouds railed above clouds ? 

05 The fire of it gleams like the lamps of a hermit, when the oil, 
poured on them, fhak.es the cord by which they are fufpended. 

66 I fit gazing at it, while my companions ftand between daa- 
ridge and odhaib $ but far diftantis the cloud on which my eyes 
are fixed. 

67 Its right fide feems to pour its rain on the hills of katan, and 
its left on the mountains of sitaar and yadbul. 

08 It continues to difcharge its waters over cotaifa till the mill¬ 
ing torrent lays proftrate the groves of Canahbel-t rees. 

0 g It pafles over mount ken a an, which it delfges in its courfc, 
and forces the wild goats to defcend from every cliff. 


7 Q On 


70 On mount taima it leaves not one trunk of a palm-tree, nor a 
Angle edifice, which is. not built with well-cemented Hone. 

71 Mount tebeir Hands in the heights of the Hood like a venerable 
chief wrapped in a ftriped mantle. 

72 The fummit of mogaimir, covered with the rubbifh which the 
torrent has rolled down, looks in the morning like the top of a 
fpindle encircled with wool. 

73 The cloud unloads its freight on the defert of ghabeit, like 
a merchant of Yemen alighting with his bales of rich apparel. 

74 The fmall birds of the valley warble at day-break, as if they had 
taken their early draught of generous wine mixed with fpice. 

75 The beafls of the wood, drowned in the floods of night, float, 
like the roots of wild onions, at the diftant edge of the lake. 
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THE ARGUMENT. 
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HIS poem was occasioned by a little incident highly charafteriftick of 
paftoral manners, tarafa and his brother mabed jointly poffelfed a herd of 
camels, and had agreed to watch them alternately, each on his particular 
day, left, as they were grazing, they fliould be driven off by a tribe with 
whom their own clan was at war ; but our poet was fo immerfed in medi¬ 
tation, and fo wedded to his mufe, that he often neglefted his charge, and 
was lharply reproved by his brother, who afked him farcaftically. Whether, 
if he loft the camels, they could be reftored by his -poetry ? u You fhall be con- 
“ vinced of it,” anfwered tarafa ; and perfifted fo long in his negligence, 
that the whole herd was actually feized by the mooarxtes. This was 
more than he really expefted ; and he applied to all his friends for aflift- 
ance in recovering the camels : among others, he folicited the .help ol his 
coufin mai.ec, who, inftead of granting it, took the opportunity of re¬ 
buking him with acrimony for his remiffnefs in that inftance, and for his 
general prodigality, libertinifm, and fpirit of contention ; telling him, that 
he was a difgrace to his family, and had raifed innumerable enemies. 


'The defence of a poet was likely to be belt made in poetical language; and 
tarafa produced the following compofition in vindication of his charac¬ 
ter 






which he boldly juffifiesin every refpeft, and even claims 
praife for the very courfe of life, which had expofed him to cenfure. 


He glories in his pafllon for women, and begins as ufual with lamenting 
the departure of his beloved khaul a, or the tender faivn; whofe beauty he 
defcribes in a very lively ftrain. It were to be wiflied, that be had faid 
more of his miftrefs, and lefs of his camel, of which he interweaves a very 
long, and no very pleafing, defcription. 

The reft of the poem contains an eloge on his own fortitude, fprightlinefs, 
liberality, and valour, mixed with keen cxportulations on the unkindnefs 
and ingratitude of malec, and with all the common topicks in favour of 
voluptuoufnefs: he even triumphs on having flam and deeded one of his 
father’s eamels, and blames the old man for his churliflmefs and avarice. 
It is a tradit|j|p preferved by Abu Obeida , that one of the chiefs, whom the 
poet compliments in the eightieth couplet, made him a frejent of a hundred, 
camels, and enabled him, as he had promifed, to convince his brother, that 
poetry could repair bis lofs. 


The metre is the fame with that ufed by amriolxais- 
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X HE manfion of khaula is defolate, and the traces of it 
“ on the ftony hills of tahmed faintly thine, likejhe remains of 
** blue figures painted on the back of a hand/' 


U 


While I /poke thus to myfelf, my companions flopped their 
“ courfers by my fide, and faid, " Peiifh not through defpair but 
“ aft with fortitude.’* 


3 Ah ! faid I, the vehicles, which bore away my fair one, on the 
morning when the tribe of malec departed, and their camels were 
traverfing the banks of deda, refembled large thips 


4 Sailing from aduli j or veflels of the merchant ibn. vamin, 
which the mariner now turns obliquely, and now fleers in a direft 
courfej 


Ships, which cleave the foaming waves with their prows, as a 
boy at his play divides with his hand the collefted earth. 




' 


6 In 



In that tribe was a lovely antelope with black eyes, dark ruddy 
lips, and a beautiful neck gracefully raifed to crop the frefh berries 
of erac, a neck adorned with two firings of pearls and topazes. 

She flrays from her young, and feeds with the herd of roes in 
the tangled thicket, where fhe brouzes the edges of the wild fruit, 
and covers herfelf with a mantle of leaves : 


She fmiles, and difplays her bright teeth riling from their dark- 
coloured bafis, like a privet-plant in full bloom, which pierces a 
bank of pure fand moiftened with dew : 

To her teeth the fun has imparted his brilliant water; but not 
to the part where they grow, which is fprinkled with lead-ore, 
while the ivory remains unfpotted. 

y 

Her face appears to be wrapped in a veil of funbeams : un- 
blemifhed is her complexion, and her fkin is without a wrinkle. 

Such cares as this , whenever they opprcfs my foul, I dafpel by 
taking adventurous journies on a lean, yet brifk, camel, who runs 
with a quick pace both morning and evening ; 

Sure-footed, firm and thin as the planks of a bier; whofe courfe 
I hallen over long-trodden paths, variegated like a ftriped veil. 

She rivals the fwiftell camels even of the noblefl breed, and her 
hind-feet rapidly follow her fore-feet on the beaten way. 

In. the vernal feafon, fhe grazes on yon two hills among others 
of her race, whofe teats are not yet filled with milk, and depaf- 

tures 



1 5 She turns back at the found of her rider’s voice ; and repels the 
carefies of a thick-haired ruflet ftallion with the lafii of her bulhy 
tail. 


1 0 Which appears as if the two wings of a large white eagle were 
transfixed by an awl to the bone, and hung waving round both her 

'V fides: 

17 One while it lafhes the place of him, who rides hindmoft on 
her; another while, it plays round her teats, which are become 
wrinkled and flaccid like a leathern bag, their milk no longer 
dillending them. 

18 Her two haunches are plump, and compact as the two fmooth 
valves of a lofty caftle-gate. 

iq Supple is her back-bone : her ribs are like the ftrongeft 
bows; and her neek is firmly raifed on the well-conne&ed ver- 
tebres. 

20 The two cavities under her lhaulders are fpacious as two dens of 
beads among the wild lotus-plants; and ftiff bows appear to be 
bent under her finewy loins. 

21 Her two thighs are exceedingly ftrong, and, when die moves, 
they diverge like two buckets carried from a well in the hands of 
a robulf drawer of water. 


22 Her 
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Her jo;nit are -well knit, and ber bone* are /olid, like «. bridge of 
Grecian architedhire, whofe builder had vowed, that he would 


enclofe it with well-cemented bricks. 




23 The hair under her chin is < 




ue : her back is muf- 


cular: (he takes long, yet quick, heps with her hind-feet, and 
moves her fore-feet with agility ; 


24 She tofles them from ber chejl with the flrength and fwiftnefs of 
cables firmly pulled by a nervous arm ; and her ihoulders are bent 
like the rafters of a lofty dome : 


25 bhe turns rapidly from the path ; exceedingly lwift is her pace; 
long is her head; and her flioulder-bones are ftrongly united to 
her fides. 


■ 
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26 The white and hollow marks of the cords, with which her bur¬ 
dens have been tied to her back, refemble pools of water on the 
fmooth bro w of a folid rock. 
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27 Marks, which fometimes unite and fometimes are diflindt, like 




Bi 


the gores of fine linen, which are fewed under the arms of a well- 
cut robe. 




28 Long is her neck; and, when the raifes it with celerity, it re- 
fembles the ftern of a Ihip floating aloft on the billowy Tigris. 


2Q Her fkull is firm as an anvil; and the bones, which the futures 
unite, are indented, and (harp as a file. 


30 


Her cheek is fmooth and white as paper of syria ; and her lips, 
as foft as dyed leather of Yemen, exactly and fmoothly cut. 

31 Her 
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31 .Her two eyes, like two polifhed mirrors, have found a hiding- 
place in the caverns of their orbits, the bones of which are like 
rocks, in whofe cavities the water is collected: 

32 fhou beholdell them free from blemifh or fpot, and rcfembling 
in beauty thofe of a wild-cow, the mother of playful young, when 
the voice of the hunter has filled her with fear. 

33 Her ears truly diftmgmfh every found, to which fhe Mens at¬ 
tentively in her nightly journies, whether it be a gentle whilper or 
a loud noife; 

34 bharp ears, by which the excellence of her breed is known 1 
ears, like thole of a folitary wild-bull in the groves of haumei. 

35 Her heart, eafily fufceptible of terror, palpitates with a quick 
motion, yet remains firm in her chejl as a round folid Hone ftriking 
a broad floor of marble. 

30 If I pleafe, Ihe raifes her head to the middle of her trappings, 
and fwims with her fore-legs as lwift as a young oltrich. 

37 Iff pleafe, (he moves more flowly ; if not, (he gallops, through 
fear of the ftrong laflh formed of twilled thongs. 

38 Her upper lip is divided, and the fofter part of her nofe is bored : 
when (he bends them towards the ground, her pace is greatly ac¬ 
celerated. 

3Q On a camel like this I continue my courle, when the companion 
of my adventure exclaims : “Oh! that I could redeem thee, and 
“ redeem myfelf from the impending danger !” 


40 While 



41 When the people fay aloud, “ Who is the man to deliver us 
from calamity ?” I believe that they call upon me, and I difgrace 
not their commiffion by fupinenefs or folly. 


42 I lhake the lafli over my camel, and £he quickens her pace, 
while the fultry vapour rolls in waves over the burning cliffs. 




43 She floats proudly along with her flowing tail, as the dancing- 
girl floats in the banquet of her lord, and fpreJds the long white 
ikirts of her trailing veft. 

44 I inhabit not the lofty hills through fear of enemies or of guefts j 
but, when the tribe or the traveller demand my afliftance, I give 
it eagerly. 

45 If you feek me in the circle of the affembled nation, there you 
And me; and, if you hunt me in the bowers of the vintner, there 
too you difeover your game. 

40 When you vifit me in the morning, I offer you a flowing goblet; 
and, if you make excufes, I bid you drink it with pleafure, and re¬ 
peat your draught. 


47 When all the clan are met to hate their pretenfions to nobility, 
you will perceive me railed to the fummit of an illuflrious houfe, 
the refuge of the diflrefled. 

V0L - iv. mm 48 My 
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48 My companions in the feaft are youths bright as ftar% and 
finging-girls, who advance towards us, clad in ftriped. robes and 
faffron-coloured mantles i 


49 Large is the opening of their veils above their delicate bofoms, 
through which the inflamed youth touches their uncovered breafts 
of exquifite foftnefs. 

50 When we fay to one of them, « Let us hear afongf fhe fteps: 
before us with eafy grace, and begins with gentle notes, in a voice 
not forced: 

w : th , Up ' ^ , *; 1 

51 * When fhe warbles In a higher drain, you would believe her 

notes to be thSfe of camels lamenting their loft young. 

■ 

52 Thus I drink old wine without ceafing, and enjoy *he delights 
of life } felling and diftipating my property both newly acquired 
and inherited y 


5 S Until the whole clan reject me, and leave me folitary like a 
difeafed camel fmeared with pitch : 

54 Yet even now I perceive, that the fons of earth (the tnojl indi¬ 
gent men) acknowledge my bounty, and the rich inhabitants of yon 
extended camp confefs my glory . 

55 O thou, who cenfureft me for engaging in combats and pui> 
fuing pleafures, wilt thou, if I avoid them , infure my immortality ? 


56 If 



If thou art unable to ri 
it comes, to enjoy the go 


Were it not for three enjoyments, which youth affords, I fwear 
by thy profperity, that I lhould not be felicitous how foon my 
friends vifited me on my death-bed: 


Firft; to rife before the cenfurers awake, and to drink tawny 
wine, which fparkles and froths when the clear ftream is poured 
into it. ; 


Next, when a warriour, encircled by foes, implores my aid, to 
bend towards him my prancing charger, fierce as a wolf among the 
gad ha- trees, whom the found of human fteps has awakened, 
and who runs to qu&nch his third: at the brook. 


Thirdly, to fhorten a cloudy day, a day afloniihingly dark, by 
toying with a lovely delicate girl under a tent fupported by pillars. 


A girl, whofe bracelets and gai ters feem hung on the items of 
osHAR-trees, or o £ ricinus, not ftripped of their foft leaves. 


Suffer me, whilft I live, to drench my head with wine , left, 
having drunk too little in my life-time, /Jhottld be thirjiy in another 
Jiate. 


A man of my generous fpMt drinks his full draught to-day; 
and to-morrow, when we are dead, it will be known, which of us 
has not quenched his third. 



I fee no difference between the tomb of the anxious mifer, gain¬ 
ing over his hoard, and the tomb of the libertine loft in the maze 
of voluptuoufnefs. 

You behold the fepulchres of them both raifed in two heaps of 
earth, on which are elevated two broad piles of lolid marble among 
the tombs clofely connected. 

Death, I obferve, fele&s the nobleft heroes for her victims, and 
referves as her property the choicefl pofleflions of the fordid 
hoarder. 

I confider time as a jtreafure decreafing every night; and that, 
which every day ditninifhes, foon perifhes for-ever. 

By thy life, my friend, when death inflidts not her wound, flie 
refembles a camel-driver, who relaxes the cord which remains 
twilled in his hand. 

What cauf’es the variance, which I perceive, between me and 
my coulin malec, who, whenever I approach him, retires and 
flees to a difiance ? m*. 

He cenfures me, whilft I know not Hthe ground of his cenfure; 
juft as karth, the fon of aabed, reproved me in the aflembly of 
tire tribe. 


He bids me wholly defpair of all the good which 1 feek, as if 
we had buried it in a gloomy grave j 


72 And this for no defamatory, words which I have uttered*, but 
only becaufe I fought, without remiffnefs, for the camels of my 

brother mabed. O 

' ' > . . . 

73 I have drawn clofer the ties of our relation, and I fwear by thy 
prolperity, that, in all times of extreme didrefs, my fuccour is at 
hand. 

7 4 Whenever, I am fummoned on' momentous'enterprifes,’I am 
prepared to encounter peril; and, whenever the foe affail's thee 


75- If any bafe defamers injure thy good name by their calumnies, 
■ I force them, without previous menace, to drain a cup from the 
pool of death; 

ft) Yet, without having committed any offence, I am treated like 
the word offender, «m cenfured, infulted, upbraided, rejected. 

77 Were any other man but malec my coufin, he would have 
difpelled my cares, or have left me at liberty for a feafon. 

78 But my kinfman drangles me with cruelty, even at the very 
time when I am giving thanks for pad, and requefting new, 
favours ; even when I am feeking from him the redemption of my 


foul. 


79 


bread than the droke of an Indian cimeter. 


80 Permit 
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80 Permit me then to follow the bent of my nature, and I will be 
grateful for thy indulgence, although my abode fhould be fixed at 
fuch a diftanceas the mountains of darghed. 


81 Had it pleafed the Author of iny being, I might have been il~ 
luitrious as kais, the fon of khaleo ; had it pleafed my Creator, 
I might have been eminent as amru, the fon of morthed : 

82 Then ihould I have abounded in wealth; and the noblefi; chiefs 
would have vifited me as a chieftain equally noble. 


■ 


83 I am light, as you know me all, and am nimble; following my 
own inclinations, and brifkly moving as the head of a ferpent with 
flaming eyes. 

84 I have fworn, that my fide fhould never ceafe to line a bright 
Indian blade with two well-poliihed and well-iharpened edges. 1 

85 A penetrating cimeter ! When I advance with it in my defence 
againft a fierce attack, the firft llroke makes a fecond unneceflary: 
it is not a mere pruning-fickle, 

86 But the genuine brother of confidence, not bent by the moft 
impetuous blow; and, when they fay to me, “ Gently,” I reftrain 
its rage, and exclaim, ** It is enough.” 

87 When the whole clan are bracing on their armour with eager 
hafle, thou rnayft find me victorious in the conflict, as foon as my 
hand can touch the hilt of this cimeter. 


88 Many 
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r a herd of Slumbering camels have I approached with my 
drawn fabre, when the foremoft of them awakening have fled through 
fear of me : 

■ 

80 But one of them has pafled before me, Strong-limbed, full- 
breafted, and well-fed, the highly-valued property of a morofe old 
churl, dry and thin as a fuller’s club.. 


Pf#*i 




90 He faid to me, when the camel’s hoof and thigh were difmem- 
bered, “ Seeft thou not how great an injury thou haft done me?” 


91 


91 Then he turned to his attendants, faying, “ What opinion do 
you form of that young wine-drinker, who aflails us impetuoufly, 
whofe violence is preconcerted?” 


a 

u. 




92 “ Leave him, he added, and let this camel be his perquisite; 

“ but, unlefs you drive off the hindmofl: of the herd, he will 
** reiterate his mifchief.” 


03 Then our damfels were buSy in drefling the earners foal, and' 
eagerly ferved up the lufeious bunch. 

94 O daughter of mabf.d, fing my praiSes, if I am Slain, according 
to my defert, and rend thy veil with fincere affliction ! 

95 Compare me not with any man, whofe courage equals not my 
courage 5 whofe exploits are not like mine ; who has not been en¬ 
gaged in combats, in which I have been distinguished; 


. 


m 


With a man flow in noble enterprifes, but quick in bafe purfuits; 
dishonoured in the aflembly of the tribe, and a vile outcaft. 


97 Had 
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07 Had I. been ignoble among my countrymen, the enmity of the 
befriended and'.the'irfondlefs might’have been injurious tome; 

. "A"-,' 

08 But their malevolence is repelled by'my firm defiance of them, 
by my boldnefs in attack,- by my folid integrity, and my exalted 
birth. . > 

t > ' \ . f i . , 1 v l ‘i i p ,T > y 

09 By thy lifey the hardefl enterprifos neither fill my day with 
folicitude, nor lengthen the duration of my night: 

100 But many a day have 1 fixed my Ration immovably in the clofe 
conflict, and defended a pals, regardlefs of hoftile menaces, 

■ - . ' •; r v .A *,«*>•* 4 V* 

101 On my native field of combat, where even the boldeft hero 
might be apprehenfive of deftrudtion j where the mufcles of our 
chargers quake, as foon as they mingle in battle j 

102 And many an arrow for drawing lots have I feen well-hardened 
and made yellow by fire, and then have delivered it into the hand 

. , of a gameiter noted for ill fortune. 

103 Too much wifdom is folly ; for time will produce events, of which 
thou canft have no idea; and he, to whom thou gaveft no com- 
million, will bring thee unexpected news. 
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the caufe, had raged near forty years, if the Arabian account be true, be¬ 
tween the tribes of abs and dhobyan, who both, began at length to be 
tired of fo bloody and ruinous a conteft: a treaty was therefore propofed 
and concluded ; but hosein, the fon of bemdem, whofe brother harem 
had been flain by ward, the fon of habes, had taken a folemn oath, not 
unufual among the Arabs, that he would not bathe his head in water, until he 
had avenged the death of his brother, by killing either ward hrrafelf, or 
one of his neareft relations. His head was not long unbathed ; and he is 
even fuppofed to have violated the law of hofpitality by flaying a gueft, 
whom he found to be an absite defcended lineally from the common 
anceftor galeb. I his malignant and vindictive fpirit gave great difplea- 
fure to hareth and harem, two virtuous chiefs of the fame tribe with 
hosein ; and, when the absites were approaching in warlike array to re¬ 
lent the infraction of the treaty, hareth fent his own fon to the tent of their 
chief with a prefent of a hundred fine camels , as an atonement for the murder 
of their countryman, and a meflage importing his firm reliance on their 
honour, and his hope, that they would prefer the milk of the camels t-o the blood of 
his fon. Upon this Rabeiah , the prince of abs, having harangued his troops, 
V0L - IVl n n and 
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and received their approbation, fent back the youth with this anfwcr ; that 
“ he accepted the camels as an expiatory gift, and would fupply the ini- 
(C perfection of the former treaty by a fincere and durable peace.” 

In commemoration of this noble aft, zohair, then a very old man, compofed 
the following panegyriek on Haretb and Harem-, but the opening of it, 
like all the others, is amatory and elegiack; it has alfo fomething of the 
dramatick form. 

The poet, fuppofed to be travelling with a friend, recognifes the place where 
the tent of his miftrefs had been pitched twenty years before: he finds it 
wild and defolate ; but his imagination is fo warmed by aflbciated ideas 
of former happinefs, that lie feems to difcern a company of damfels, with 
his favourite in the midft of them, of whofe appearance and journey he 
gives a very lively pifture ; and thence paffes, rather abruptly, to the 
praifes of the two peace-makers and their tribe ; inveighs againft the 
malignity of hosein ; perfonifies War, the miferies of which he dcfcribes in 
a /train highly figurative; and concludes with a number of fine maxims, 
not unlike the proverbs of Solomon, which he repeats to his friend as a fpe- 
cimen of his wifdom acquired by long experience. 

The meafure is the fame with that of the firft and fecond poems. 


THE 




1 


Are thefe the only traces of the lovely ommaufia ? Are 
thefe the filent ruins of her manfion in the rough plains of der- 

RAAGE and MOTHATALLEM l 

2 Are the remains of her abode, in the two Rations of karma, 
become like blue Rains renewed with frefii woad on the veins of 
the wriR ? 

3 There the wild cows with large eyes, and the milk-white deer, 
walk in Row fucceflion, while their young rife haRily to follow 
them from every lair. 

4 On this plain I Ropped, after an abfence of twenty fummers, 
and with difficulty could recollect the manfion of my fair one after 
long meditation 

5 After furveying the black Rones on which her cauldrons ufed to 
be raifed, and the canal round, her tent, like the margin of a fifh- 
pond, which time had not deRroyed. 

6 Soon 
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Soon as I recolledted the dwelling-place of my beloved, I faid to 
the remains of her bower : “ Hail, fweet bower ; may thy morn- 
** ing be fair and aufpicious !” 

But, I added, look, my friend ! doft thou not difcern a company 
of maidens feated on camels, and advancing over the high ground 
above the Jireams of jortham ? 

They leave on their right the mountains and rocky plains of 
ken A an. Oh ! how many of my bitter foes, and how many of 
my firm allies, does ken a an contain 1 

They are mounted in carriages covered with coftly awnings, and 
with rofe-coloured veils, the linings of which have the hue of 
crimfon Andem-v/ooft. 

They now appear by the valley of sub aan, and now they 
pafs through it: the trappings of all their camels are new and 
large. ,, ut ■ •}», 

When they afeend from the bofom of the vale, they fit forward 
on the faddle-cloths, with every mark of a voluptuous gaiety. 

The locks of ftained wool, that fall from their carriages, when¬ 
ever they alight, referable the fcarlet berries of night-fliade not yet 
crufhed. 

They rofe at day-break ; they proceeded at early dawn they 
are advancing towards the valley of ras diredily and Jurely, as the 
hand to the mouth. 


14 Now, 
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14 Now, when they have reached the brink of 
manfion. 



rivulet, they fix the poles of their tents, like the Arab with a fettled 

■. , v 




15 Among them the nice gazer on beauty may find delight, and the 
curious obfervant eye may be gratified with charming objects, 

lb In this place, how nobly did the two descendants of g aidh, the 
fon of morra, labour to unite the tribes, which a fatal effufion of 
blood had long divided ! 

17 I have fworn by the facred edifice, round which the fons of 
koraish and jorham, who built it, make devout procefiions ; 

3 8 Yes, I have Solemnly fworn, that I would give due praifi to that 
illuftrious pair, who have foown their excellence in ail affairs, both 
fimple and complicated. 

IQ Noble chiefs ! You reconciled abs and phobyan after their 
bloody confiidts; after the deadly perfumes of minsham had long 
fcattered poifon among them. 


20 You faid, «« We will fecure the publick good on a firm bafis: 
“ whatever profufion of wealth or exertions of virtue it may de- 
“ mand, we will fecure it.” 


21 Thence you raifed a ffrong Fabrick of peace; from which all 
partial obftinacy and all criminal fupinenefs were alike removed. 

22 Chiefs, exalted in the high ranks of maa v, father tf Arabs ! 
may you be led into the paths of felicity! The man, who opens 
for his country a. treafure of glory, foould himfelf be glorified. 

23 They 
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23 


30 


They drove to the tents of their appeafed foes a herd of young 
camels, marked for the goodneis of their breed, and either inhe¬ 
rited from their fathers or the fcattered prizes of war. 


■■mUsi 
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With a hundred camels they clofed all wounds: in due feafbn 
were they given, yet the givers were themfelves free from guilt. 


25 


The atonement was aufpicioufly offered by one tribe to the other* 
vet thofe, who offered it, had not fhed a euptul of blood. 


20 Oh ! convey this mefiage from me to the fons of dhobyan, 
and fay to the confederates : Have you not bound yourfelves in this 
treaty by an indiffoluble tie ? 5 ‘ 


27 Attempt not to conceal from god the defigns which your bo- 
foms contain* for that, which you ftrive to hide, god perfectly 
knows. 


28 He fometimes defers the punifhment, but regiffers the crime in 
a volume, and referves it for the day of account: fometimes he ac¬ 
celerates the chaftifement, and heavily it falls ! 


2Q War is a dire fiend, as you have known by experience * nor is 
this a new or a doubtful aflertion concerning her. 


When you expelled her from your plains, you expelled her 
covered with infamy * but, when you kindled her flame, flie blazed 
and raged. 


31 She ground you, as the mill grinds the corn with its lower flone. 
like a female camel fhe became pregnant * fhe bore twice in one 

year * and, at her laft labour, fhe was the mother of twins: 

32 She 










33 O what plenty Juhe produced in your land! The p'rovifions, 
which the fupplied, were more abundant, no doubt, than thofe 


which the cities of irak difpenfe to their inhabitants, weighed 
with large weights, and meafured in ample meafures ! 


34 Hail, illuftrious tribe ! They fix their tents where faithful allies 
defend their interefts, whenever fome cloudy night a {Tails them 


with fudden adverfity. 

35 Hail, noble race ! among whom neither can. the revengeful man 
wreak his vengeance; nor is the penitent offender left to the mercy 
of his foes. 

30 Like camels, were they turned loofe to pa (lure between the 
times of watering and then were they led to copious pools, hor¬ 
rid with arms and blood: 

■37 They dragged one another to their feveral deaths > and then 
were they brought back, like a herd, to graze on pernicious and 
noxious weeds. 

38 I fwore by my life, that I would exalt with praifes that ex¬ 
cellent tribe, whom hosein, the fon of demdem, injured, when 
he refufed to concur in the treaty. 

3 Q He bent his whole mind to the accomplifhment of his hidden 
purpofe: he revealed it not j he took no precipitate ftep. 


40. He 


40 


He faid, “ I will accomplifh ray defign and will fecure 
“ from my foe with a thoufarvd horfes well-caparifoned.” 

41 He made a fierce attack, nor feared the number of tents, where 
Death , the mother of vultures, had fixed her manfion; 

42 There the warriour flood armed at all points, fierce as a lion 
with ftrong mufcles, with a flowing mane, with claws never 
blunted j 

43 A bold lion, who, when he is afiailed, fpeediiy chafHfes the af- 
failant; and, when no one attacks him openly, often, becomes the 
aggreflbr. 

44 Fet I fwear by thy life, my friend, that their lances poured, 
not forth the blood of ibn neheic, nor of mothallem cruelly 

1 {lain t 

45 Their javelins had no (hare in drinking the blood of naufel, 
nor that of waheb, nor that of ibn mojaddem. 

The deaths of all; thofe chiefs I myfelf have feen expiated with 
camels free from blestufh, afcending the fummits of rocks. 

47 He, indeed, who rejedts the blunt end of the lance, which is pre¬ 
ferred as a token oj peace, mull yield to the fharpnels of the point, 
with which every tall javelin is armed. ' 

48 He, who keeps his promife, efcapes blame ; and he, who diredts 
his heart to the calm refling-place of integrity, will never flaim- 
mer nor quake in the affemblies of his nation . 



4 9 He, 
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4g He, who trembles at all potlible caufes of death, falls in their 
way ; even though he defire to mount the Ikies on a fcaling- 
ladder. 

50 He, who potTeffes wealth or talents, and withholds them from 
his countrymen, alienates their love, and expofes himfelf to their 
obloquy. 

51 He, who continually debafes his mind by differing others to 
ride over it, and never raifes it from fo abjedt a date, will at latt 
repent of his meannefs. 

52 He, who fojourns in foreign countries, mittakes his enemy for his 
friend ; and him, who exalts not his own foul, the nation will not 
exalt. 

53 He, who drives not invaders from his cittern with tlrong arms, 
will fee it demolithed; and he, who abttains ever fo much from 
injuring others, will often himfelf be injured. 

54 He, who conciliates not the hearts of men in a variety of tranf- 
adlions, will be bitten by their tharp teeth, and trampled on by 
their patterns. 

M :: ' • 

55 He, who thields his reputation by generous deeds, will augment 

it; and he, who guards not himfelf from cenfure, will be cen- 
fured. 

50 I am weary of the hard burdens which life impofes ; and every 
man who, like me, has lived fourfcore years, will affuredly be no 
lefs weary. 

VOL. iv. o o 


5/1 have 
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57 I have feen Death herfelf ftumble like a dim-fighted camel} but. 
he, whom fhe ftrikes, falls } and he, whom £he milTes, grows old 
even to decrepitude. 

58 Whenever a man has a peculiar call in his nature, although he 
fuppofes it concealed* it will foon be known. 

JQ Experience has taught me the events of this day and yefter- 
day} but, as to the events of to-morrow, I confefs my blindnefs. 

Co * Half of man is his tongue, and the other half is his heart: the 
reft is only an image compofed of blood and flefti. ^ 

01 * He, who confers benefits on perfons unworthy of them, changes 

his praife to blame, and his joy to repentance. 

<32 * How many men doft thou fee, whofe abundant merit is ad¬ 

mired, when they are filent, but whofe failings are difcovered, as 
foon as they open their lips! 

<53 * An old man never grows wife after his folly ; but, when a. 

youth has adled fooliflily, he may attain wifdom. 

04 * We a iked, and you gave : we repeated our requefts, and your 

gift alfo was repeated $ but whoever frequently folicits, will at 
length meet with a refufal. 
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Although the opening of this poem be that of a love-elegy, and 
the greater part of it be purely paftoral, yet it feems to have been 
compofed on an occaiion more exalted than the departure of a mlf- 
trefs, or the complaints of a lover; for the poet, who was alfo a genuine 
patriot> had been entertained at the court of nomaan, king of hira in 
Mejopoiamia , and had been there engaged in a warm controverfy with 
n abe i ah, fon of Zetad, chief of the Abfitcs, concerning the comparative 
excellence of their tribes : lebeid himfelf relates, what might be very 
naturally expected from a man of his eloquence and warmth, that he main¬ 
tained the glory of his countrymen and his own dignity againjl all opponents ; but, 
in order to perpetuate his viftory, and to render his triumph more brilliant, 
he produced the following- poem at the annual aflembly, and, having ob¬ 
tained the fuffrages of the criticks, was permitted, we are told, to hang it 
up on the gate of the Temple. 

0- f|§| rfit!|§f • 111;' ^I 

The fifteen firft couplets are extremely pifturefque and highly chara&eriftick 
©f Arabian manners : they are followed by an expoftulatory addrefs of the 
poet himfelf, or of fame friend, who attended, him in his rambles, on the 
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folly of his fruitlcjjp paffion for Nawara, who had flighted him, and whofe 
tent was removed to a confiderable diftance. Occafion is hence taken 
to interweave a long defcription of the camel, on which he intended to 
travel far from the objefit of hit love, and which he compares for fwiftnefs 
to a cloud driven by the wind, or a wild-afs running to a pool, after hav¬ 
ing fubfifted many months on herbage only; or rather to a wild-cow haf- 
tening in fearch of her calf, whom the wolves had left mangled in'the 
foreft : the laft comparifon confifts of Jeventeen couplets, and may be com¬ 
pared with the long-tailed fimilies of the Greek and Roman poets. He then 
returns to Nawara, and requites her coynefs with expreflions of equal in¬ 
difference ; he defcribes the gaiety of his life, and the pleafures which he 
can enjoy even in her abfence he celebrates his own intrepidity in dan¬ 
ger, and firmnefs on his military ffation j whence he takes occafion to in¬ 
troduce a fhort, but lively, defcription of his horfe ; and, in the Jeventieth 
couplet, alludes to the before-mentioned conteft, which gave rife to the 
poem : thence he paffes to the praifes of his own hofpitality ; and con¬ 
cludes with a panegyrick on the virtues of his tribe. 

The meafure is of the fifth clafs, called perfect verfe, which regularly confifts 
of the compound foot benedicerent , fix times repeated, in this form: 

tc Tria grata funt j animo meo, ut j melius nihil, 

“ Oculi nigri, J cyathus nitens, j rofeus calyx.” 

But when the couplet admits the third epitrite, paftoribus, and the double 
iambus, amantium, it may be confidered as belonging to the feventh, or 
tremulous , clafs; between w T hieli and the perfect , the only diliin&ion feems 
to be, that the tremulous never admits the anapejlick foot. They are both, 
in the language of European profody, iambicks, in which ,jhe even places are 
invariably pure, si and the odd places always exclude the daftyl: when the 
uneven feet are trochees or pyrrhicks, the verfes become choriambick oxpeonick •> 
but of this change we have no inftance in the poem before us. 
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DESOLATE are the manfions 0 /* the fair , the flations in mi¬ 
ni a, where they refled, and thofe where they fixed their abodes! 
Wild are the hills of goul, and deferted is the fummit of ri- 
JAAM. ' 


2 The canals of rata an are deflroyed : the remains of them are 
laid bare and fmoothed by the floods , like characters engraved on the 
folid rocks. 

3 Dear ruins ! Many a year has been clofed, many a month, holy 
aiid unhallowed, has elapfed, fince I exchanged tender vows with 
their fair inhabitants.. 

4 The rainy conftellations of fpring have made their hills, green 
and luxuriant: the drops from the thunder-clouds have drenched 
them with profufe, as well as with gentle, fhowers; 


5 


Showers y from every nightly cloud, from every cloud veiling the 
horizon at day-break, and from every evening-cloud, refponfivc 
with hoarfe murmurs. • 


0 Here 
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6 Here the wild eringo-plants raife their tops: here the antelopes 
bring forth their young by the lides of the valley; and here the 
oltriches drop their eggs. 

7 The large-eyed wild-cows lie fuckling their young, a few days 
old ; their young, who will foon become a herd on the plain. 

8 The torrents have cleared the rubbilh, and difclofed the traces of 
habitations, as the re^jis of a writer reltore effaced letters in a book ; 

Q Or as the black dull, fprinkled over the varied marks on a fair 
hand, brings to view with a brighter tint the blue llains of woad. 

10 I Hood alking news of the ruins concerning their lovely habi¬ 
tants ; but what avail my queftions to dreary rocks, who anfwer 
them only by their echo ? 

11 In the plains, which now are naked, a populous tribe once 
dwelled j but they decamped at early dawn, and nothing of them 
remains but the canals, which encircled their tents, and the thu- 
MAAM-plants, with which they were repaired. 

12 How were thy tender affections raifed, when the damfels of the 
tribe departed ; when they hid themfelves in carriages of cotton, 
like antelopes in their lair, and the tents, as they were Itruck, gave 
a piercing found ! 

13 They were concealed in vehicles, whofe lides were well-covered 
with awnings and carpets, with fine-fpun curtains and pi&ured 
veils : 


14 A com- 
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14 A company of maidens were feated in them with black eyes and 
graceful motions, like the wild heifers of tudah, or the roes of 
wegeka tenderly gazing on their young. 
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them from thy fight; and they feemed to pafs through a vale, 
wild with tamarilks and rough with large Hones like the valley of 


BEISHA. 




16 Ah? what remains in thy remembrance of the beautiful na> 
wara, fince now fhe dwells at a diftance, and all the bonds 
of union between her and thee, both Hrong and weak, are torn, 
afunder ? 






A daqjfel, who fometimes has her abode in faid, and fometimes 
is a neighbour to the people of hejaaz ! how can fhe be an 
object of thy defire ? 




18 She alights at the eaftern fide of the two mountains, Aja and 
. Salma , and then Hops on the hills of mohajjer ; rokhaam alfo 

. and ferda receive her with joy. 

IQ When fhe: travels towards Yemen, we may fuppofe that fhe. 
refts at sawayik; and baits at the nations of wahaaf and: 

TELKHAAM. 






20 Break then fo vain a connexion with a miftrels, whole regard 
has oeafed for haplefs is an union with a maid, who has broken 
her vow ! 




21 When 
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21 When a damfel is kind and complacent, love her with ardent 
aifedtion; but, when her faith flaggers and her conftancy is fhaken, 
let your difunion from her be unalterably fixed. 

22 Execute thy purpofe, O Lebeid, on a camel, wearied by long jour- 
nies, which have left but little of her former ftrength $ a camel, 
whofe fides are emaciated, and on whole back the bunch is dimi- 
nifhed : 

23 Yet even in this condition, when her fielh is extenuated, and 
her hair thin, when, after many a toilfome day, the thong of her 
fhces is broken, 

24 Even now {be has a fpirit fo brifk, that fhe flies with the rein, 
like a dun cloud driven by the fouth wind, after it has difcharged 
its fhower ; 




25 Or like a female wild-afs, whofe teats are diftended with milk, 
while the male, by whom fhe is with foal, is grown lean with driv¬ 
ing his rivals from her, with biting and kicking them in his rage. 

26 . He runs with her up the crooked hills, although he has been 
wounded in his battles; but her prefent coynefs, compared with 
her late fondnefs, fills him with furprife. 

27 He afcends the fandy hillock of thalbut, and explores its 

deferted top, fearing left an enemy fhould lurk behind the guide- 

, 

itones. 
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There they remain till the clofe of the fixth month, till the 

frofty 
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2Q The thorns of the BUHMA -plant wound their hind-legs, and 


the fultry winds of fummer drive them violently in their courfe. 




30 At length they form in their minds a fixed refolution of feeking 
fame cool rivulet, and the object of their fettled purpofe is nearly 
attained. ' f ■ f ; ;fA'ff^ ;f-'f’f-WH -'<;?;.:N 


31 They alternately raife high clouds of dull with an extended 
fhade, as the fmoke rifes from a pile of dry wood newly kindled 
and flaming j 




32 When frefli arfADGE- plants are mingled in the heap/and the 
north-wind plays with the blazing fire. 


33 He pafies on, but makes her run before him j for fuch is-his uftial 
courfe, when he fears that fhe will linger behind. 


34 They rufh over the margin of the rivulet, they divide the waters 
of the full ft ream, whole banks are covered with the plants of 

KOI. AAM, I ,Sfi/ ' , ■. .; • * ' ' « ‘ 3 / I • ’ , 


, 35 Banks, which a grove of reeds, part ereCt and part laid proftrate, 

, overfhades or clothes as with a mantle. 


36 Is this the fwftnefs of my camel ? No ; rather flic refembles a 
wild-cow, whofe calf has been devoured by ravenous beafts, when 
ftie had fullered him to graze apart, and relied for his protection on 
the leader of the herd j . 
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A mother with flat noftrils; who, as loon as fhe mifles her 
young one, ceafes not to run haftily round the vales between the 
fand-hills, and to fill them with her mournful cries j 

With cries for her white-haired young, who now lies rolled in 
duft, after the dun wolves, hunters of the defert, have divided his 
mangled limbs, and their feaft has not been interrupted. 

They met him in the moment of her negledt j they feized him 
with eagernefsfor oh, how unerring are the arrows of death ! 
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40 She pailes the night in agony j while the rain falls in a continued 
jfhower, and drenches the tangled groves with a profufe ftream, 

41 She flickers herfelf under the root of a tree, whofe boughs are. 
thick, apart from other trees, by the edge of a hill, whofe fine 
fands are lhaken by-her motion : 


42 Yet the fucceffive drops fall on her ftriped back, while the clouds 
of night veil the light of the ftars. 
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43 Her white hair glimmers, when the darknefs is juft coming on, 
and fparkles like the pearls of a merchant, when he fcatters them 
from their firing. 


44 At length, when the clouds are difperfed, and the dawn appears* 
fhe rifes early, and her hoofs glide on the flippery ground. 

45 She grows impatient, and wild with grief: flie lies frantick in 
the pool of so ay id for feven whole da/s with their twin-fillers, 

Jeven nights ; * , 

46 And 
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her teats, which were full of 
are grown flaccid and dry, though they are not worn by 
aning her young. 
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She now hears the cry of the hunters; the hears it, but fees 
iem not; flie trembles 1 
bring her detraction. 
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them not ; file trembles with fear; for flie knows that the hunters 
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48 She fits quivering, and imagines, that the caufe of her* dread 

will iinnfrtr on nnp fide and the. other, hefbre and'behind her. 
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will appear on one fide and the other, before and'behind, her. 
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49 When the archers defpair of reaching her with their fhafts, they 

let flip their long-eared hounds, anfwering to their names, with * 

bodies dry and thin. 
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50 They rufli on; but flie brandiflies againfl; them her extended 
horns, both long and fliarp as javelins made by the fkilful hand of 

SAMHAR, 
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51 
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Striving to repel them; for Aie knows that, if her effort be vain, 
the deftined moment of her death muff foon approach ; 
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52 Then file drives the dog casaab to his fate : flie is ftained with 


his blood; and sokhaam is left proftrate on the field. 
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S3 Oh a camel like this, when the flafiies of the noon-tide vapour 
dance over the plain, and the fultry mift clothes the parched hills, 


34 I accomplish my bold defign, from which I am not deterred by 


any fear of re 



n from the moil cenforious man. 
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50 That I would leave without r< 
to my difpolition, 
foul ? 


death were inftantly to overtake myr 

57 ' Air f thou knoweft not how many ferene nights, with fweet. fport 

and mirthful revelry, ; ■ h/V'-- ■lllyh'i 
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60 


turn to the flag of the 
air, and fells hts wine at 


I pafs in gay converfation ; at 
wine-merchant, when he fpreads 
a high price: **’ 
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I purchafe the old liquor at a dear rate in dark leathern-bottles 

long repofited, or in calks, black with pitch, whole leals I break. 


and. then fill the cheerful goblet. 
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How often do I quaif pure wine in the morning, and draw 
towards me the fair lutanift, whofe delicate fingers fkilfully touch 
the fixings! 

mng draught, which I fip 
dawn awake. 
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On many a cold morning, when the freezing winds howl, and 


die hand of the north holds their reins, I turn afide dieir blafi 
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again and again, when the lleepers 


from the travellers , whom l receive in my lent . 
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the vale ; and my fteed raifes his neck like the 
fmooth branch of a lofty palm, which he, who wifhes ter cut it, 
cannot reach: 


67 I incite him to run like a fleet oftrich, in his impetuous CQurfe,. 
until* when he boils in his rage, and his bones are light* 

' 

His-trappings are ftrohgly agitated ; a ihower flows down his 
neck j and his iurcingle is bathed in the fealding foam. 
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He lifts his headhe flies at liberty witfi the lool'e rein and 
hafiens to his goal, as a dove haflens to the brook, when her 


feverifh third: rages. 
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70 There is- a manfion -(the palace of nomaan) filled with gu.efls, 


unknown to each other, hoping for prefents and fearing reproof: 


mib 


71 It is inhabited by men, like flrong-necked lions, who menace 
one another with malignant hate, like the demons of BAdiya* 4 
with feet firmly rivetted in the conflict. 
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73 Oft have I invited a numerous company to the death of a camel, 

n r n i t j- i 

for flaughter, to be divided by lot with arrows of equal. 
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71 1 invite them to draw lots for a camel without a foal, 

a camel with her young one, whole fleih I diftribute to all the 
neighbours- 

The gueft. and the Granger, admitted to my board, feern to 
have alighted in the fweet vale of tebaala luxuriant with vernal 
Modems. 
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To the cords of my tent approaches every needy matron, worn 
with fatigue, like a camel doomed to die at her mailer’s tomb, 

whole veflure is both fcanty and ragged. 
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77 There they crown with meat, while the wintry winds contend 
with fierce blalls, a dilh flowing like a rivulet, into which the 
familhed orphans eagerly plunge. 
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78 When the nations are aflembled, fome hero of our tribe, firm in 
debate, never fails by fuperior powers to furmount the greatell 
difficulty. 


79 He diftributes equal Ihares : he difpenfes jullice to the tribes : 
he is indignant, when their right is diminilhed j and, to ellablilh 
their right, often relinquiflies his own. 

80 He 






es of his valour. 

ongs to a tribe whole ancestors have left them a perfedt 
model; and every tribe, that defcends from us, will have patterns 
of excellence, and objects of imitation* 
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84 He hath railed for us a fabrick of glory with a lofty fummit, to 
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which all the aged and all the young men of our tribe afpire. 


85 Be content, therefore, with the difpenfations of the Supreme 
Ruler; for He, who bell knows our nature, has difpenfed juftice 
among us. 
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When peace has been eftabliflied by our tribe, we keep er 


inviolate; and He, who makes it, renders our profperity com¬ 
plete. 
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87 Noble are the exertions of our heroes, when the tribe flruggle 
with hardfhips; they are our leaders in war, and in peace the de¬ 
ciders of our claims: 


88 
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been a little older than that of zohair ; fo 
it mult have been compofed during the war of dahis, which the <imgnani- 
mity of the two chiefs, extolled by zohair, fo nobly terminated, antara, 
the gallant Abjite, of whom fo much has already been faid in the prelimi¬ 
nary difcourfe, diltinguilhed himfelf very early in the war by his valour in 
attacking the tribe of dhobyan, and boafts in this compofition, that he had 
flam demdem, the father of hose in and of harem, whom ward, the fon 
of habes, afterwards put to death. An old enmity fubfifted, it feems, be¬ 



tween our poet and thofe two young men, who, as antara believed, had 
calumniated him without provocation ; and his chief objeft in this poem 
was to blazon his own achievements and exploits, and to denounce impla¬ 
cable refentment againft the calumniators, whom his menaces were likely 
to intimidate: yet fo harfli an argument is tempered by a {train in fome 
parts elegiack and amatory for even this vengeful impetuous warrioitr 
found hiinfelf obliged to comply with the cuftom of the Arabian poets, 
who had left } as he complains, little new imagery for their fucceffort. 
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He begins with a pathetick addrefs to the bower of his beloved abba, and to 
the ruins of her deferted manlxon: he bewails her fudden departure, the 
diltance of her new abode, and the unhappy variance between their re- 
voja iv. cl 
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defcription of his camel, whom he compares to a male qftrich haftening to 
vifit the eggs, which the female, whofe ufuai ncgleft of them is mentioned 
by natural ids, had left in a remote valley. He next expatiates on his va-. 

rious accomplifhmcnts and virtues ; his mildnefs to thofe who treat him 

. 

kindly, his ftercenefs to thofe who injure him ; his difregard of wealth, his 
gaiety, liberality ; and above all, his military prowefs and fpirit of enter- 
prife, on which he triumphantly enlarges through the reft of the poem, Hi 

except four ^'- L -'^‘ m} 

adventure; and, after 


combats, he concludes with a with, that, he may liveMo flay the two Tons 
of demdem, and with a bitter exultation on the death of their father. 
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whom he had left a prey to the wild beafis and the vultures . 




III 


iifFim 








llii 


wMmfm 


ing. .. ' W:Sm 

• 2 S mfmtm 

, ■ 

B!'] !®V v , \ : /III, 1 8 


mm 






WM 




T^jWs^W^ * ‘I 4 ' Wf •>-»■ f|p| M 

MH B gpl feti*, 



*flp»e«ip 


‘i. , /' < - 4 ,T ' /< S 

SHE 






ri';:.:.- •• ' • : 


ffiw&m If®? 

P *' 8 /IVc > 






■ 


msmm m i - 




1 ' > i tfttr ' - c -SSJ r? v, ? ••;>: 

%' i 5 i./ w a 1 i* K 

mSkbM * «* Ji'&l;,/-: «f&i»I 


■111 




flPeraJI 

guns <> ! 



«|S ,;v ■■■i'S'jJ,■"■ vy h® . v < '4, 'V'-, 









Hinm 


sifpllfl 

OF 


A N T A R A. 

.. .. 




, M| '• mM ^^Kii 

\p nhM¥S\ v;/> v ' v ). >\i 

l$p felif I 

llSl | v f ,/^v 

'.':Ta.V'*'!(.'‘',v '-.»’ i • '-i ■ V-:,viA5vRR.<d« 


giiiliisf 

S^w?SI 

fewftSifl 






MfMR 


mmiim 


MfSSl 

hm§Mm‘4 


mMw#l 


ffl } * '''"i,' i&mM il^BSISpB® 

. ,. siiMitt KmM| 

HH ||| . . . .gfr ffe\v 1 ^ ^' H*'* -.’^f 

H /. \''- *' ^V il ' 1 , i ‘‘• , ! ' 1 •* , v v„, \ /' 

AVE the bards, who preceded me, left any theme unfung ? 

What , therefore^ fhall be my fubjeSl % Love only muji fupply my lay. 

Doft thou then recollect, after long confederation, the manfion of 
% beloved? 

2 O bower of abla, in the valley of jiwaa, give me tidings of 
my love ! O bower of abla, may the morning rife on thee with 
profperity and health! 

■" 

3 There I flopped mv camel, large as a tower, the anguifh of my 


paffion having delayed the accomplifhment of my bold enterprife. 




Whilfl abla was dwelling in jiwaa, and our tribe werejiationed 
In hazn, and samaan, and motathallem. 
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Hail, dear ruins, with whofe poffeffors I had old engagements y 
more dreary and more defolate are you become, after the departure 
of my beloved omm al he it ham. 


\jmm 


■ 


' 






mi 




y fearcb after thee, fair daughter < 
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7 I felt myfelf attached to her at our firft inter 
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8 Thou hajl pofefcd thyfelf of my heart ; thou haft fixed thy abode 
in it (imagine not that 1 delude thee) and art fettled there as a 
beloved and cherilhed inhabitant. 

q Tet how cart I vifit my fair one,, whilft her family ha ve their vernal 
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manfion in oneizatain, and mine are ftationed in ghaselem ? 
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1 o Surely thou haft firmly refolved to depart from me, fince i 
camels of thy tribe are bridled even in fo dark a niirht. 

'::X. . ;■■■ ‘';:. •; ' ; ‘ - 

Nothing fo much alarms me with afgnal of her defined removal, 
as my feeing the camels of burden, which belong to her tribe, 

grazing on kiu mkhim- berries in the midft of their tents: 

■ 
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Among them are forty-two milch camels, dark as the plumes of 
a coal-black raven.. • ’ ’ '■'< V , X " ‘ 
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.Fhen, antara, zhe pierced thee to the heart with her well- 
pointed teeth exquifitely white, the kifs of which is delicious, and 
the tafle ravifhiiigly fweet : 
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From the mouth of this lovely damfel, when you kifs her lips, 

proceeds the fragrance of muik, as from the vafe'of a perfumer j 
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• bower, whole plants the gentle 
ontinual verdure, which no filth has fullied, 
s- has been no refort: 
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10 Every morning-cloud, clear of hail, has drenched it with a 
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plentiful iliower, and has left all the little cavities in the earth 
both round and bright as coins of filver : 
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ftream. 


s; and every evening the 
rough it. 


18 The flies remain in it with incefiant buzzing, and their mur¬ 


murs are like the fong of a man exhilarated with wine: 




19 Their found, when they fir ike their flender legs againft each 
■other, is like the found of a flint, from which the fparks are forced 
by a man with one 
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20 While thou, fair abla, reclineft both evening and morning on 
the lap of a foft couch, I pafs whole nights on the back of a dark- 
coloured horfe 




capat 


21 My only cufhion is the faddle of a charger with firm thick feet, 
firong fided, and large in the place of his girths. 


22 Shall, a camel of shaden bear me to thy tent, a camel far re¬ 
moved from her country, deftitute of milk, and feparated from the 
herd ? 


23 She waves her tail in her playful mood, and proudly moves her 

c. _ .'j- ^ _ ^ 1 _ _ 


body from fide to fide even at the end of her nightly excursion: 


(he 
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24 Thus the bird without ears, between whofe feet there is.but a 

fmall (pace, tbe fwift ojlrkb -beats the ground in his evening |||, 

Sg s-||g; courfe: , ; I 1,1 llapl Iff |Ppl 

25 The young oftriches gather themfelves around him, as a mul¬ 
titude of black yemeniaN camels affemble round their Abyflinian 
herd man, wKu is unable to exprefs himfelf in tbe language of Arabia, 
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26 They follow him guided by the loftinefs of his head, which 
refembies the carriage of travelling damfels, raifed on high, and 
covered like a tent: , 
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27 His head, though lofty , is fmall; when he is going to vilit the 
eggs, 'which his female left in dhulasheira, he looks like an 
Ethiop with (hort ears in a trailing garment of furred hides. 
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28 My camel drinks the water of deiiradhain, but darts afide 
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with difdain from the hoftile rivulets of dailem. 



2Q She turns her right fide, as if {he were in fear of fome large 


headed fereamer of the night. 
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30 Of a hideous wild cat fixed to her body, who, as often as die 


M$k 


bent herfelf towards him in her wrath, aifailed her with his claws 
and his teeth. 


31 I continue all day on the well-eemented tower of her back, 
drongly raifed, and firm as the pillars of him who pitches a tent: 

32 When 
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34 It gullies from behind her ears, when Ihe boils with rage, ex¬ 
ults in her ftrength, and druts in her pride, like the ftallion of her 
herd, when his rivals affail him. 

35 0 abla, although thou dropped thy veil before me, yet know, 
that by my agility I have made captive many a knight clad in 
complete armour. 

30 Bellow on me the commendation, which, thou knoweft to be 
due; fi;|ce my nature is gentle and mild, when my rights -are not 
invaded, 

: 
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3 7 But, when I am injured, my refentment is firm, and bitter as 

coloquinteda to the talle of the aggrefior. 

38 I quaff, when the noontide heat is abated, old wine purchafed 

* •* W- ; [pii 

with bright and well-damped coin ; 











39 I quaff it in a goblet of yellow glafs variegated with white dreaks, 
whofe companion is a glittering flaggon well fecured by its lid from 
the blads of the north : « 


40 When I drink it, my wealth is diflipated - y but my fame remains 
abundant and unimpaired; 

41 And, 
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42 Many a con fort of a fair one , 

ments, Have I left prodrate on the ground j and the life-blood has 
run founding from his veins, opened by my javelin like the mouth 
of a camel, with a divided lip: 

' 43 With a 

and the dream, that gujfhed-from *the penetrating wound, bore the 

" ’ ^ m i 

• colour of anemomes. 
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44 Go, afk the warriours, O daughter of malec, if thou art ig- 


norant of my valour, ajk them that, which thou knoweft not; 


' ; 


ra u • . • *’ 

. 4fj djfk bow I ad, when I am; eondantly fixed to the faddle of an 
■’r^elejgant horfe, fwimming in,his courfe, whom, my bold antagonifts 
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alternately wound;. 
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id, and fometirnes 




he Hands collected in a multitudinous throng of heroes with ftrong 


bows. 
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47 -djk, and whoever has been witnefs to the combat, will ijn- 
foiro thee, that I am impefuoUs in battle, but regardleis of the 
fpoils. 
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48 Many a warriour, clad in a full of mail, at wliofe violent aflault 
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the bolded men have trembled, who neither had faved himfelf by 
fwift flight nor hy abjed fubmdfion* \ /< ' 

■ 40 Has: 
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IE POEM OF ANTARA. 

I prone with a rapid t 
javelin, firm between the knots: 
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50 Broad were the lips of the wound; and the noife of the ruihing 
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blood called forth the wolves, prowling in the night, and pinched 
with hunger: 


lllsi 

"I'M 








m 

PiStillll 


ms ||l»; 
H 
as ^te i 




£«.«I 


51 With my fwift lance did I pierce his coat of mail ; and no war- 
riour, however brave, is fecure from its point. 


. . VI . 
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52 I 16ft him, like a facrificed vidtim, to the lions of the for eft, 
who feafted on him between the crown of his head and his wrifts. 


HIM 
$«V;* wiim. 
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53 Often have I burft the interior folds of a well-wrought haber¬ 
geon worn by a famed warriour appointed to maintain his poft 


54 Whofe hands were briik in calling lots, when winter demands 

fuch recreation •, a man, cenfured for his difregard of wealth, and 

' * 

for caufing the wine-merchant to ftrike his flag, by purchafing all 
hisjiore. 
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55 When he faw me defeend from my fteed, and ruflh towards him, 
he grinned with horror, but with no fmile of joy. 


ffilMi 


56 My engagement with him lafted the whole day, until his head 
and fingers, covered with clotted gore, appeared to be ftained with 
the juice of idhlim. 
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57 Then I fixed him with my lance : I ftruck him to the heart 
with an Indian cimeter, the blade of which was of a bright 
i: water, and rapid was the ftroke it gave : 
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O lovely heifer ! how fweet a prey was fhe to a hunter permit- 
ted to chafe her! To nne ftie. was wholly denied*. O would to 
heaven, that-die had not Been Tofbidden me ! ' ' 

I lent forth my handmaid, and faid'to her, “ Go, afk tidings 
inquifitively of my beloved, and bring trie intelligence.” 
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Site faid. *■* I have feen the hoftile guards negligent of their 
“ watch, and the wild heifer may he fmitten by any‘archer, who 


** defires to fiioot her.* 
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Then the turned towards me with the neck of a young roe, 
well-grown, of an exquifite .breed among the gazals of the wood, 
a roe with a milk-white face. 3 j 1 ; 

I have been informed of a man ungrateful for my kindnefs j hut 
ingratitude turns the mind of a benefactor from any more benefi- 
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war- 


riours plunge themielves without complaint or murmur. 


GO When my tribe have placed me as a fiiield between them and 




the 
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tR a raifed in the field, and the Tons 

of R abe i a in the thick duft, 

* And the ihouts of shohol at the moment of affault, when 
they rufti in troops to the conflict with all their (harp-biting lions, 

When even the mildeft of the tribes faw the fkirmifh under 
their ftandards (and Death Jpreads bavock under the ftandard of 
■the mildeft nation), 1 ’ ' ' • ■ 
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70 Then I knew with certainty, that, in fo fierce a conteft with 
them, many a heavy blow would make the perched birds of the 
brain fly quickly from every (kull: 
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71 As loon as I beheld the legions of our enemies advancing, and 
animating one another to battle, I too rufhed forward, and a&ed 
without reproach O 


72 The troops called out antara! while javelins, long as the 
cords of a well, were forcibly thruft againft the cheft of my dark 
'■ 1 fteed.' ' '' ■ 5 '' ’ ‘ ’ * . • ' ■ v 1 ^'. "'V$ , 


73 1 ceafed not to charge the foe with the neck and bread of my 

horfe, until he was mantled in blood. 


74 


My fteed, bent afide with the ftroke of the lances in his fore¬ 
head, complained to me with guftung tears and tender fobbing : 

v.. ■ : , ; 75 Had 
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78 


in a plaintive lirain j and, had he 
he would have fpoken to me diftindtly. 


76 


In the midft of the black dull, the horfes were impetuoufly- 
rufiling with disfigured countenances j every robuft ftallion and 
every ftrong-1 imbed (hort-haired mare. 


Then my foul was healed, and all my anguifh was difperfed, by 
the cry of the warriours, faying, “ Well done, antara j charge 


again 


My camels too are obedient to my will, as often as I defire to 
kindle the ardour of my heart, and prefs it on to fome arduous 
enterprife. 


79 Yet I fear left death fhould feize me, before the adverfe turn of 
war has overtaken the two fons of demdem •, 


80 Men, who attacked my reputation, when I had given them no 
offence, and vowed, when I had never aflailed them, to fhed my 
blood ; 


81 Yes ! they injured me—but I have left their father, like a vidtim, 
to be mangled by the lions of the wood, and by the eagles advanced 


in years. 
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THE ARGUMENT. 
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X HE difcordant and mconfiilent accounts of the commentators, whofeem 
to have coUe&ed without examination every tradition that Drefented itfelf. 
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have. .left us very much in the dark on the fubjeft of the two following 
poems j but the common opinion, which appears to me the moll probable, 
is, that they are, in fact, political and adverje declamations , which were delivered 
by amru and HARETu at the head of their refpeftive clans, before amru 
the fon of hinda, king of hira in Mefopotamia, who had affumed the office 
of mediator between them after a mod obftinate war, and had undertaken 
to hear a difcuffion of their feveral claims to pre-eminence, and to decide 
their caufe with perfeftimpartiality. In force copies, indeed, as in thofe 



of nahas and of zauzeni, the two poems are feparatedand in that of 


OBAIDAU.A, the poem of hareth is totally omitted ; a remarkable fatly of 
which I have made fome ufe to a different purpofe in the preliminary 
differtation. Were I to draw my opinion folely from the ftrutture and 
general turn of amru’s compolition, I fhould conceive that the king of 
hira, who, like other tyrants, wiflied to make all men juft but hhnfdft and to 
leave all nations free but his own , had attempted to enflave the powerful tribe 
of tagleb, and to appoint a prefefl over them, but that the warlike 





\ . ■ Y’v-' - Y v ' 

employed • • 

• ' 



* 


igspjj 








Mi 


Hsli i 

employed their principal leader and poet 
their own independent fpirit. 


Ill 
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j Arabian writers affert, what there is abundant reafon to believe, 
that the above-mentioned king was killed by the author of the following 

is perfonally addrefled by the poet, and zvarned againft precipitation in deciding 
theconteft ; and, where mention is made of crowned heads left projlrate on the 
field , no particular monarch feems to be intended, but the conjunction 
copulative has the force, as it often has in Arab'tck, of a frequentative particle. 


Let us then, where certainty cannot be obtained, be fatisfied with high pro¬ 
bability, and fuppofe, with tabreizi, that the two tribes of becr and 
tagleb, having exhaufted one another in a long war, to which the murder 
of colkib the Tagkbite had given rife, agreed to terminate their ruinous 
quarrel, and to make the king of hira their umpire ; that, on the day ap¬ 
pointed, the tribes met before the palace or royal tent j and that am Rtr, 
the fon of celthum, prince of the S Taglebites, either pronounced his poem 
according to the cuflom of the Arabs , or dated his pretenGons in a folemn 
fpeech, which he afterwards verfiGed, that it might be more eaGIy remem¬ 
bered by his tribe and their pofterity. 


The oration or poem, or whatever it may be called, is arrogant beyond all 
imagination, and contains hardly a colour of argument: the prince was, 
moll: probably, a vain young man, proud of his accomplilhments, and elate 
with fuccefs in his wars ; but his production could not fail of becoming ex¬ 
tremely popular among his countrymen; and his own family, the defeend- 
ants of josh am the fon of becr, were fo infatuated by it, that (as one of 
their own poets admits) they could fcarce ever defifi from repeating it, and 


He begins with a drain perfectly Anacreontick , the elegiack ftyle of the 
former poems not being well adapted to his eager exultation and triumph; 
yet there is fome mixture of complaint on the departure of his miftrefs, 
whole beauties he delineates with a boldnefs and energy highly charac¬ 
ter iftick 






teriftick of unpolished manners: the reft of his work confifts of menaces, 
vaunts, and exaggerated applaufe of his own tribe for their generality and 
prowefs, the goodnefs of their horfes, the beauty of their women, the ex¬ 
tent of their poffeffions, and even the number of their {hips; which boafts 
were fo well founded, that, according to fome authors, if mahomrd had 
not been born, the '•Taglebites would have appropriated the dominion of all 
Arabia , and poffibly would have erefted a mighty ftate, both civil and 
maritime- 

This poem is compofed in copious verfe, or metre of the fourth fpecies, accord¬ 
ing to the following form: 
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fC Amatores f puellarum j mifellos 
<f Ocellorum j nitor multos J fefellit.” 






But the compound foot amore fw ens is ufed at pleafure inftead of the ilrft 
epitrite; as. 
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i, tarda venis f ad hortum, 
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IrloLLA! —Awake, fweet damfel, and bring our morning 
draught in thy capacious goblet j nor fuffer the rich wines of 
en.derein to be longer hoarded: 

Bring the well-tempered wine, that feems to be tindtured with 
faffron; and, when it is diluted with water, overflows the cup. 

This is the liquor, which diverts the anxious lover from his 
paffion; and, as foon as he taftes it, he is perfectly compofed: 

Hence, thou feed the penurious churl, when the circling bowl 
pafles him, grow regardlefs of his pelf; 

* When its potent flames have feized the difereeted of our 
youths, thou wouldft imagine him to be in a phrenly. 

Thou turned: the goblet from us, O mother of amru j for the 
true courfe of the goblet is to the right hand: 








mo e m DAMASC1 

9 Surely our allotted hour of fate will overtake us ; fince we are 
defined to death, and death to us. 

O ftay awhile, before we feparate, thou lovely rider on camels; 
that we may relate to thee our forrows, and thou to us thy delights! - 
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O ftay—-that we may. inquire, whether thou haft altered thy 
purpofe of departing haftily, or whether thou haft wholly deceived 

, s- ' ,«W‘. ->v H VW TV'/* ' ' VU 


thy too confident lover ; 
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In the hateful day of battle, whilft he ftruggles amid wounds 
and blows, may the Ruler of the world refrelh thy fight with 
coolnefs, and gratify it with every delired object! 


13 O amru, when thou vifiteft thy fair one in fecret, and when 
the eyes of lurking enemies are clofed in reft. 
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14 She difplays two lovely arms, fair and full as the limbs of a long¬ 
necked fnow-'white young camel, that friiks in the vernal feafon 
over the land-banks and green hillocks; 
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15 And two fweet breafts, fmooth and white as veflels of ivory, 
modeftly defended from the hand of thofe, who prefume to touch 

them: 

s s lQ She 
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__ difcovefs her {lender ^ _ ,H| 

Tides gratefully riling with all their attendant charms 
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* Her hips elegantly fwclling, which the entrance of the tent is 
fcarce large enough to admit, and her waift, tlie beauty of which 
drives me to madnefs; 


18 . * With two charming columns of jafper or polilhed marble, on 


which hang rings and trinkets making a ftridulous found. 


Iq My youthful paffion is rekindled, and my ardent defire revives, 
when I fee the travelling camels of my fair one driven along in 
the evening; 


20 When the towns of yemama appear in fight, exalted above the 
plains, and Alining like bright fabres in the hands of thofe, who 
have unlhcathed them. 


21 When Jhe departs, the grief of a fhe-camel, who feeks her loll 
foal, and returns defpairing with piercing cries, equals not my 
anguifh ; 


22 Nor that of a widow, with fnowy locks, whole mourning never 
ceafes for her nine children, of whom nothing remains, but what 
the tomb has concealed. 
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23 Such is our fate! This day and the morrow, and the morning 
after them, are pledges in the hand of delliny for events, of which 
we have no knowledge. 


24 O 
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26 That our days of proljperity, in which we have refufed to obey 
the commands of kings, have been long and brilliant. 
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27 Many a chief of his nation, on whom the regal diadem has been 

placed, the refuge of thofe who implored his protection, j 
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28 Have we left proftrate on the field, while his horfes waited by 

his fide, with one of their hoofs bent, and with bridles richly 
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adorned. 
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29 * Often have we fixed our manfions in bhu thaluh towards 

the diftri&s of Syria, and have kept at a diftance thofe who me¬ 


naced us. 
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30 We were fo difguifed 
fnarled at us 5 yet we 
fevery armed warriour) that oppofed us. 
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try tnorny tree 
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31 


When we roll the mill (tone of war over a little clan, they are 
ground to Hour, in the firll: battle j 
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32 -From the eaftern fide of najd the cloth of the mill is ipread, 
and whatever we caft into it icon becomes impalpable powder. 
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and we haften to give you a warm reception, left you fhould com¬ 
plain of our backwardnefs: 
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34 We invite you to our board, and fpeedily prepare for your en¬ 
tertainment a folid rock, which, before day-break, lhall reduce 
you to duft. 


35 Surely hatred after hatred has been manifefted by thee, O hojlile 
chief, and thy fecret rancour has been revealed : 


36 But we have inherited glory, as the race of maad well knows j 
we have fought with valour till our fame has been illuftrious : 
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37 When the falling pillars of our tents quiver over our furniture, 
we defend our neighbours from the impending ruin : 


38 We difperfe our gifts to our countrymen, but difdain to fharc 
their fpoils j and the burdens, which we bear, we fupport for 
their advantage. 


3Q When the troops of the foe are at a diftance from us, we dart 
our javelins j and, when we clofe in the combat, we flrike with 
fharp fabres j 


40 Our dark javelins exquifitely wrought of khathaian reeds, 
flender and delicate $ our fabres, bright and piercing: 


41 With thefe we cleave in pieces the heads of oar enemies , we 
mow, we cut down their necks as with fickles: 
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42 Then 
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the bales of a camel thrown on rocky ground. 


43 Instead of fubmitting to them, we cruih their heads ; and their 
terror is fuch, that they know not on which fide the danger is to 
be feared. 

44 Our cimeters, whofe flrokes are furioufly interchanged, are as 

little regarded by us, as twilled falhes in the hands of playful 
children. ?||^| 
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45 Their armour and ours, ftained reciprocally with our blood, 
feems to be died or painted with the juice of the crimlon lyringa- 

Ml||g flower. 

46 At a time when the tribe is reluttant to charge the foe, appre- 
henfive of fome probable difafter, 

4 7 Then we lead on our troop, like a mountain with a pointed fum- 
mit; we preferve our reputation, and advance in the foremoft 
ranks, . 

48 I With youth, who conlider death as the completion of glory, and 

with aged heroes experienced in war : 

4Q We challenge all the clans together to contend with us, and 
we boldly preclude their fons from approaching the manfion of 
our children. 


AP On the day, when we are anxious to protect our Emilies, wc 
keep vigilant guard, clad in complete fteel; 


51 But 
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But cn the day,, when we have no fuch anxiety tor them, our 
pons aliemble m full council, 

52 Led by a chief among the defendants of josh am the fon of 
becr, we bruife our adverfaries, both-the weak and the ftrong. 

53 * Oh ! the nations remember not the time, when we bowed the 
neck, or ever flagged in the conflict. 

54 Oh ! let no people be infatuated and violent againft us ; for we 
will requite their infatuation, which furpafies' the folly of the moll 
fooliih. 

55 On what pretence, O amro, fon of hinda, fliould we be fub- 
jedl to the fovereign, whom thou wouldft place over us ? 

56 By what pretence, O amru, fon of hinda, doft thou yield to 
our calumniators, and treat us with indignity ? 


57 Thou haft; menaced us: thou haft thought to intimidate us ; but 
gentlj 
ther! 


gently, O king ! fay, when were we ever the vaflals of thy mo- 


. 


58 Our javelins, O amru, difdain to relax their vehemence before 
thee in aflailing our foes; 


5Q Whenever a man ufes force to bend them, they ftart back, and 
become inflexibly rigid, 

Co So rigid, that, when they return to their former ftate, they ring 
with a ftirili noife, piercing the neck and forehead of him who 
touches them. 
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oz We have inherited the renown of alkama, the fon of saif, 
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who by dint of valour obtained admiffion for us into the caftles of 
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63 We are heirs to mohalhil, and to zoheib. the flower of his 
tribe : O of how noble a treafure were they the prefer vers ! 


64 From attab alfo and from celt hum we have received the 






inheritance transmitted from their progenitors. 
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65 By dhu’lborr a s of whofe fame thou haft heard the report, 
have we been protefted ; and through him we protect tliofe who 
feek our aid. 


66 Before him the adventurous coleib fprung from us : and what 




fpecies of glory is there, which we have not attained ? 
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67 When our antagonifts twift againft us the cords of battle , either 
we burft the knot, or rend the necks of our opponents. 


68 We ihall be found the firmcft of tribes in keeping our defeniive 
alliance, and the moil faithful in obferving the bond of our trea¬ 
ties. 


69 When the flames were kindled in the mountain, on the morning 
of an excursion, we gave fuccour more important than the aid of 
other allies. 












To give immediate relief, we kept all our herds confined in dhu 

orathei. 
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6 t Haft thou ever been informed, that josham, the fon of becr, 
m battles anciently fought, was at any time remifs ? 
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graze on withered herbs. 

71 We protect with generofity the. man who fubmits to us, but 
1 j chaftife with firmnefs him, by whom we are infulted. 
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72 We rejedfc the offers of thole who have dilpleafed us, but accept 
the prefents of thofe with whom we are fatisfied. 

73 We fuccoured the right wing, when our troops engaged in 
combat, and our valiant brothers gave fupport to the left. 


74 They made a fierce attack againft the -legions which oppofed 
‘ them, and we not lefs fiercely afiailed the fquadrons by which we 
’'•■'.-were oppofed. 




75 They returned with booty and with rich fpoils, and the fons of 
kings were among our captives. 


76 To you, O defcendants of becr, to you we addrefs ourfelves: 

have you not yet learned the truth concerning us ? 
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77 Have you not experienced, with what impetuofity our troops 
have attacked your troops, with what force they have darted their 
javelins? 




78 We are armed with bright fabres, and clad in habergeons made 
in Yemen j our cimeters are part ftrait, part bent. 


79 We have coats of mail, that glitter like lightning ; the plaits of 
which are feen in wrinkles above our belts: 




80 When 
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81 The plaits of our hawberks refemble the furface of a pool, which 
the winds have ruffled in their courfe. 


82 On the morning of attack, we are born into the field on fliort- 
haired heeds, which have been known to us from the time when 
we weaned them, and which we relcued from our foes, after they 
had been taken. 
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83 "* They rufh to the fight, armed with breaft-plates of lfeel j they 
leave it with their manes difheveled and duhy, and the reins, tied 
in knots, lie on their necks. 

84 We inherited this excellent breed from our virtuous ancehors 
and, on our death, they will be inherited by our fons. 

85 AH the tribes of maad perfectly know, when their tents are 
pitched in the well-watered valleys, 

80 That we fupport the dihrefied in every barren year; and are 
bountiful to inch as folicit our bounty; 

87 * That we defend the opprehed, when we think if. juh; and fix 
our abode in Arabia, where we find it convenient; 

88 That we give fuccour to thofe who are near us, when the bright 

cimeters make the eyes of our heroes wink. i r' 


89 We entertain firangers at our board whenever we are able ; but 
we hurl deftrudlion on thofe who approach us hoflilely. 
voL. iv. t t 90 We 
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L Go, afk the fons of tamah and of jdomi a, how they have found: 
us in the conflidl! 
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\ 92 Behind us come our lovely, our charming, damfels, whom we 

guard fo vigilantly, that they cannot be m^ade captive, or even 
treated with difrefpedt; 
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Fair maidens defcended from josham, the fon of becr, who 
comprife every fpecies of beauty, both in the opinion of men and 
in truth. a. 
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94 They have exacted a promife from their fiufhands, that, when* 
they engaged with the hoftile legions, diftinguifhed by marks of 
valour,. 
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95 Tliey would bring back, as fpoils, coats of mail and cimeters, 
and. captives led chained in pairs. 
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96 * Thou mayft behold us fallying forth into the open plain, whilft 

every other tribe feeks auxiliaries through fear of our prowefs. 
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When our damfels are on foot, they walk with graceful mo¬ 
tions, and wave their, bodies like thofe of libertines heated with 
wine. 
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They feed with their fair hands our couriers of noble birth, and 
fay to us, ( * You are no hufbands of ours, unlefs you protect us 
** from the foe.” 
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100 But nothing can afford our fweet maids fo lure a protection as 
the ftrokes of our fabres, which make mens’ arms fly off like the 
claihing wands of playful boys. 
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101 * We feem, when our drawn cimeters are difplayed, to prated all 

mankind, as fathers prated their children. 


102 * Our heroes roll the heads of their enemies, as the ftrong well- 

life'; 


made youths roll their balls in the fmooth vale. 


103 This world is ours, and all that appeats on the face of it; and, 
when we do attack, we attack with irrefiftible force. 
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104 When a tyrant opprefles and infults a nation, we difdain to de¬ 
grade ourfelves by fubmitting to his will. 

105 We have been called injurious, although we have injured no 
man } but, if they perfift in calumniating us, we will (how the 
vehemence of our anger. 

loO As foon as a child of our tribe is weaned from his mother, the 
loftiefl: chiefs of other clans bend the knee, and pay him homage. 

107 We force our enemies to tafte the unmixed draught of death; 
and heavy is the overthrow of our adverfaries in battle. 


i 08 We fill the earth with our tents, until it becomes too narrow to 
.contain them; and cover the furface of the ocean with our fhips. 


THE 


THE ARGUMENT. 
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HEN AMRtJ had fmiihed his extravagant panegyrick on the tribe of 
tagleb, and had received the lo.ud applaufe of his own party, hareth 
arofe j and pronounced the following poem, or fpeech in verfe, which 
he delivered, according to fome authors, without any meditation, but 
which, as others affert with greater appearance of probability, he had 
prepared and gotten by heart. 


Although, if we believe asmai, the poet was confiderably above a hundred 
years old at this time, yet he is faid to have poured forth his couplets with 
fuch boiling ardour, that, without perceiving it, he cut his hand with the 
firing of his bow, on which, after the manner of the Arabian orators, he leaned, 
•while he was /peaking. 


Whatever was his age, the wifdom and art of his compofition are finely 
contrafted with the youthful imprudence of his adverfary, who muft have 
exafperated the king, inftead of conciliating his good will, and feems even' 
to have menaced the very man, from whom he was alking a favourable 
judgement, hareth, on the contrary, begins with complimenting the 
queen, whofe name was asoma, ancl who heard him behind the tapiftry: 
ht appears aifo to have intioduced another of his favourites, hinda. 
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merely becaufe that was the name of the king’s mother j and he celebrates 
the monarch himfelf as a model of juftjce, valour, and magnanimity. The 
defcription of his camel, which he interweaves according to cuftom, is 
very Xliort j and, he opens the defence of his tribe with coolnefs and mode¬ 
ration i but as he proceeds, his indignation feems to be kindled, and the 
reft of his harangue confifts of Iharp expoftulations, and bitter farcafms, 
not without much found reafoning, and a number of allufions to fa£ts, 
which cannot but be imperfectly known to. us, though they muft have 
been frelh in the memory of his hearers. The general fcope of his argu¬ 
ment is, that no blame was juftly imputable to the fons of becr for the 
many calamities, which the taglebites had endured, and which had been 
principally occafioned by their own fupinenefs and indiferetion. This, 
oration, or poem,or whatever it maybe denominated, had its fuil effeCt on 
the mind of the royal umpire, who decided the caufc in ’ favour of the 
becrites, and loft his life for a decifion apparently juft. He muft have 
remarked the fiery fpirit of the poet amru from the ftyle of his eloquence,, 
as cjesar firft difeovered the impetuous vehemence of brutus’s temper from 
his fpeech, delivered at Nice, in favour of king Deiotarus ; but neither the 
Arabian , nor the Roman,, tyrant were fufficiently on their guard againft men, 
whom they had irritated even to fury. 






This poem is compofed in light verfej or metre of the- eleventh clafs, confifting 
of epitrites, ionick feet, and paeons, varioully intermixed^ as in this form.: 

“ Amarylli, | dulci lyr& | modulare 
“ Molle carmen | fub arbore | fula facra.” 

Sometimes a moloflus ends the diftich, as, 

<c Duke carmen | fub arbore j fufa facra 
“ Modulare, j duin fylvute | refpondent.” 

The clbfe of a couplet in this meafure has often the cadence of a Latin or 
Greek hexameter: thus, v. 20 . 

f ’is-bali khaiiin khilala dhaca rogao . 

That is,, literally, 

Hinnitus. modulantur. equi, fremitu/que camelL 
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DoTH fair asoma give us notice of her departure ? Oh, why 
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She is refohed to depart after our mutual vows among the Tandy 
hillocks of shamma, and in the nearer ftation of khalsa j 
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Vows, repeated in mohayat, sifaii, and aglai, in dhu fitak, 
ADHIB and WAFA, 
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4 Vows, renewed in the bowers of katha, and the dales of shoreib, 

in the Two Valleys, and in the plains of ayla. 




I fee no remains of the troth w r hich flie plighted in thofe fiations; 
and I wade the day in tears, frantick with grief: but oh ! what 
part of my happinefs will tears reftore ? 
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Yet, O hareth, a new pajjion invites thee j for hinda is'before 
thy eyes, and the fire, which the kindles at night in the hills, will 
direct thee to her abode; 

.7 She 
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I have been contemplating her fire from a diftance on the hill, 
whence our excurfions are made ■, but oh ! the fcorching heat, and 
the calamities of war, prevent me from approaching her. 

But I feek afilftance in difpelling my care, when the fojourner of 
the tent haftily leaves his abode through fear of fame impending 




' 

On a camel fwift as an oftrich, the mother of many young ones, 
the long-necked inhabitant of the defert* 

Who hears a loft found, and dreads the approach of the hunter, 
in the afternoon juft before the dulk of evening: 

Then mayft thou fee behind her, from the quick motion of her 
legs, and the force with which ftie ftrikes the earth, a cloud of 
dull thin as the goffamer; 

And the traces of her hoofs, which are fuch as to be foon effaced 
by the winds blowing over the fandy plain. 

With her I difport mylelf in the fultry noon, whilftevery fon of 
valour is like a blind camel devoted to death. 


Yet misfortunes and evil tidings have brought on us affairs, 
which give us affliction and anguiih ^ 
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1(3 For our brethren, the family of arakem, the dragon-eyed\ \ 
tranfgreffed the bounds of juftice againlt us, and have been vehe¬ 


ment in their iitve&ives: 


17 They have confounded the blamelefs among us with the guilty 


and the raoft perfect innocence has not efcaped their cenfure. 
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18 They have infilled, that all, who pitch their tents in the defert, 
are our affociates, and that we are involved in their offences. 
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19 They aflembled their forces at night, and, as foon as the dawn 
appeared, there was nothing heard among them but a tumultuous 
noife ’„■ ■ 


20 <?f thofe who called, and thofe who anfwered; the neighing 

of horfes, and, among the reft, the lowing of camels. 






21 O thou, who adorned: thy flowery fpeech.es concerning us before 
a mru, can this falfhood be long undetected ? 


22 Imagine not that thy infligation will animate him againft us, 
or humiliate us; fince long before thee our enemies have openly 
calumniated us, 

: 
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23 Yet we continued advancing ourfelves in defiance of their hate. 
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24 Before this day, the eyes of nations have been dazzled by our 
glory, and have been moved with envious indignation and obftinate 
refentment. 


25 Fortune 




20 Thick and firm, fecured from calamity, not to be weakened by 
any difafter however grievous and violent. 


2 7 * Intruft to our wif 

defire to be extricated, and by which the affernblies of chiefs are 
made unhappy . 


28 * If you inquire concerning our wars between milaha and 

phakib, you will find on their plains many an unavenged, and 
many an avenged, corfe : 

20 * Or, if you examine diligently the queftions, in which all tribes 

are deeply interefted, you will fee the difference between your 
offences and our innocence : 

30 * But if you decline this fair difcujjion, we {ball turn from you 
with refentment, concealing hatred in our bofoms as the mote is 
concealed in the clofed eye-lids. 

31 * Rejedf, if you pleafe, the terms which we offer j but of whom 
have you heard, that furpaffes us in glory ? 

32 * You have perfectly known us on the days, when the warriours 
have affailed one another with rapacious violence, when every tribe 
has.raifed a tumultuous din; 

33 * When we brought up our camels from the palm-groves of 
Bahrein, and drove them by rapid, marches, till we reached tire 
plain of hisa. 

vol. iv. u u 34 Then 
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daughters of their tribe for our handmaids. 
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35 In opposition to us , neither could the valiant man keep his ground 
on the level field, nor did precipitate flight avail the faint-hearted. 

36 No j the coward, who ran haftily from the plain, was notfaved 
by the fummit of rocks or the roughnefi of craggy paths. 


37 'By thefe exertions we maintained our pre-eminence over the 
tribes, until mon dir, (on of the beautiful maisema, obtained the 
dominion: 

38 He was a prince, who bore witnefs to our valour on the day of 
hayarain, when the calamity of war was, in truth, a calamity: 

3q A prince who fuhjefted nations; whofe equal in magnanimity 
could not be found among them. 

40 Defifl then from vaunting and from hoftility: you have, indeed, 
pretended ignorance of our claims, but from that pretended igno¬ 
rance will proceed your wo. 

41 Remember well the oaths taken in d h v ’ l me j a a z, the cove-, 
nants and vows of amity, which were made there of old. 


42 Beware of injpftice and violence; nor let your intemperate 
paffions impel yon to violate yow : sra-'ts ■vrut.na on. tablets. 


43 Know, that wc and you, or, tfe day when we mace our .treaty, 
were equally bound by our relpethve engagements, f . . 

r . ‘ ' ; r ''‘fhV.f 44 Are 






45 Are we refponfible for the excefles of haneifa, and for all the 
conflicts, which the dully plain has leen accumulated ? 

4 Muft we anfwer for the offences of the Tons of ateik. ? No: 
whoever has broken his covenant, we are innocent of their war. 

47 Doth the guilt of xbaad hang on our heads, as the burden is 
fufpended on the centre of the camel’s girths ? 

48 Has the blame due to kodiiaa fallen upon usr or, rather, are 
we not fecure from a fingle drop of their faults ? 

49 Are we refponfible for the crimes of ivaao, as it was faid to 
the tribe of thasm, “ Your brethren are rebels?” 

50 Thofe, who railed the diffenlion, belong not to us, neither kais, 
nor jondal, nor hadda. 




5 1 Vain pretexts ! Unjuft afperftons ! That -we jhould fufferfor others , 
as the roe is Sacrificed in the place of the Iheep ! 

52 Fourfcore warriours, indeed, advanced horn tameim, and their 
hands carried lances, whole points were Fate; 

3 , Yet, they profaned not the hallowed places of the fons of 

r 12 A Alt on the hills of nitaa, when they called on them for 

mercy.;. 1 ' ... . 
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34 They left them, however, wounded on the plain, and returned 
with captive herds and flocks fo numerous, that the drivers of them 


were deafened with their cries. 
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55 The vanquished tribe came afterwards to implore reflitution, 
but not a Angle beaft, either black or of a bright hue, was redored 

to them: 
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56 So they retired with heart-breaking affli&ions, nor could any 

dream of water quench their ardent rage : 
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57 After this, a troop of horfemen, led by the impetuous ghal- 
laak, aflailed them without remorfe or pity : 

58 Full many a fon of tagleb has been fmitten, wliofe blood has 
flowed unrevenged, while the black dud covered his corfe. 
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5Q Are your cares comparable to thofe of our tribe, when monihr 
waged war againd them? Are we, like you, become fubjeCt to the 
fon of HI no a ? 
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Co When he fixed his abode in the lofty turrets of maistjna, and 

fojourned in the nearer dation of khaltha, 

Cl From every tribe there flocked around him a company of robbers, 
impetuous as eagles: 

62 He led them on, and fupplied them with dates and with water: 
fo the will of god was accomplilhed, and afflicted men doomed to 
affliction. 


63 Then 



Then you invited them to attack you by your want of circum- 
fpeCtion, and the vain fecurity of your intemperate joy impelled 
them to be hoftile. 

They furpriied you not, indeed, by a fudden aflault; but they 
advanced, and the fultry vapour of noon., through which you Jaw 
them, increafed their magnitude. 

0 thou inveterate and glozing calumniator, who inveighed 
againft us before king amrtj, will there be no end of thy unjuft 
invectives ? 

Between amrit and us many aCts of amity have palled, and from 
all of them, no doubt, has benefit arifen. 

He is a juft prince, and the moft accomplilhed that walks the 
earth : all praife is below his merit: 

WlM 11 i J ' , if j'M 1 * . Iljp it ' v y h ^ i mim ^ , <* 

A prince ddeended from irem ! A warriour, like him, ought 
ever to be encircled with troops of genii, for he protects his do¬ 
main, and refufes to punilh even his opponents : 

A monarch, who knows us by three infallible figns, by each of 
which our excellence is decided : 

The firjl is the confpicuous token of our valour, when all Ara¬ 
bia come forth in the rocky vales, each tribe of maad under 
their banner, 

And aflemhled, in complete armour, round the warlike kais, 
that valiant prince of Yemen, who ftood jirm ana brilliant like a 





came a legion of high-born youths, 
eftrain but our long and glittering fpt 

7 3 But we repelled them with Itrokes, which made their blood git 

from their fides, as the water ft reams from the mouth of a bott 
which contains it. 
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We drove them for refuge to the craggy hills of thahlaan ; 
we thruif them before us, till the mufcles of their thighs were 
breeched in gore. 
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We did with them a deed, the name of which god only knows ; 
and no revenge could be taken for- the blood of men who fought 
their own fate. 
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Next advanced ho jar, fon of ommi kathaam, with an army 
of Persians, clad in difcoloured brafs, 
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A lion in the cohflidl, of a ruddy hue, trampling on his prey 
but a vernal feafon of beneficence in every barren year : 


Yet we frnote them on the foreheads with the edges of our 
cimeters, which quivered in their flefli like buckets drawn from 
a deep well encircled with-ftone. 
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Secondly, we broke the chains of amriolkais, after his long 
imprifonment and anguifh. 
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We forcibly revenged the death of mondir on the king of 
gassaan, that his blood might not flow in vain. 
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81 We 
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83 


With the horfes, with the dark horfes, of the fons of a us came 
whole fquadrons, fierce as eagles with crooked beaks : 

We fcarce had paffed through the cloud of duft, when they 
turned their backs; and then how dreadfully blazed the fire of our 


vengeance 
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85 


JLaJlly , we gave birth to amru the fon of omm ayaas, for not 
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ala nam sebahhan ayyoha alraba waflami 
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7 tebasser khalellex hal terai min dHaayinin 

tahhammalna bialdlyai min fauki jorthami 

8 jaalna alkinana an yemexnin wahhaznaho 

wacam bialkinani min mohhillin wamohhrimi 

g waaalaxfia anmalaii itakan wacallahon 

wirada alhhawafhei launoha launo andami 

10 dlxeherna mina alfaubani thomma jazanaho 

alax culli kainiyyin kafheibin wamofami 

‘ 1 i ’ 4 if 

11 wawaracna fei alfaubani yaluna matnaho 

alaihinna dulla alnaxmi almotan&imi 

12 caxnna fotato alxhni fei culli menzili 

nazalng. bihi hhabbo alfena lam yohhatfidiami 

13 bacarna becuran waailakherna bifohhrahin 

fahonna wawadei alrafli calyaddi lilfami 

14 falemma waradna almaa zurka jomamatan 

wadfiana isiyya alhhadlxiri almotakhayyimi 

15 wafexhinna molhiyan lillatlxexfi wamendfiercm 

aneikoii liaxni alnadliiri almotawaffimi 

10 fade! faiyan gaidlio bno murraha badama 
t tabazzala ma baina alafhexrahi bialdemi 

17 faakfamto bialbaiti alladhi thafa hhaulaho 
rijalon benuho min korailhin wajorhami 



almXzei 




ALMAZENIY Y O. 

13 yameman linama alfayyadani wajidtoma 

alai culli hhalin min fanhexlin wamobrami 

1 Q tedarettoma abfan wadhobyana badama 

tefanua wadakkua baxnahom lthra minfhami 

20 wakad kultoma an nodrica alfalma wafiaan 
\ ■ * 

' bimalin wamarufin mina alkauli neflami 

21 faasbahhtoma minha alax khairi mautliinin 
bafeidafna minha min okukin, wamathami 

22 adfielmaina fex alya maaddin hodextoma 
wamin yaftabihh cenzan mina almajdi yodliami 

23 waasbahha yohhdex fexhomo min tiladicom 
maganimo fhattex min xfalin mozannami 

24 toafFai alcolumo bialmaeini faasbahhat 
yonajjimoha men laifa feiha bimojrimi 


25 yonajjimoha kaumoh likaumin garamahan 

walam yoharei'kua baxnahom mila mihhjami 

26 ala abligi alahhlafa annex rifalahan 

wadhobyana hal akfamtomo culli mokfami 

27 fela tedlomna allaha ma fei nofulicom 

liyakhfax wamahma yoptima allaho yalami 

28 yowakhkher fayudha fex citabin fayoddokher 

liyaumi alhhifabin au yaajjal fayonkami 
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2g watna alhharbo ilia ma alimtom wadhoktcmua 
warn a hua anha bialhhadeithi almorajjami 


m 


30 matai tebathuha tebathuha dhameimahan 

watadliri idha adliraitomuha fatodfarami 

31 fatariccomo area alrahha bithitaliha 

watolkihh c'iiMfan thomma tontij fatotyami 

32 fatontij lecom gilmana afliama cullahom 

caahhmera aadin thomma tordlii fatoftlrami 


33 fatogill lecom ma la togillo liahliha 

koryan bialiraki min kafeizin wadirhemi 


34 lehhayyin hhelalin yasirno alnafi amrahom 
id ha tharakat ihhdai alliyali bimodliami 


35 ciramon fala dhu aldliigni yodricho teblaho 
ledaihim wala aljanei alaihim bimoflemi 

30 rauua ma rauua min dhamyihim thomma auradua 
gimaran toferrai bialielahhi wabialdemi 

37 fakadlidhua menaya bainihim thomma asderua 

ilai calain moftubilin motawakhkhami 

38 leamri lemma alhhavya jerra alaihomo 

bima la yuwateihim hhosaino ibno dliemdlieini 

39 wacana thawai ciih-hhan alai moflacinnaliin 

fela hua abdaha walam yatakaddami 
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40 wakala laakdhel hhajati thomma ataki 

aduyyi bialfin min warayyi piolajjami v 

* • ’ \ ^ 

41 fafhadda walam yofz6 boyutan cathexraAan 

ledax hhaxto alkat rahhlaha ommo kaftiami 

42 ladai al&din fhacei alfilahha mokadhifin 

leho libadon adlifaroho lam tokallami 

43 jerriyyin matai yodlilam yoaakib bidliolmihi 

ferei&an wallla yobda bialdfiolmi yadlilami 

44 leamraca ma jarrat alaxhim rimahhohom # 

demo l'bno nehexcm au kateili almotballami 


45 wala fharacat fei alhharbi fei demi naufclin 


wala wahabin minha wala l'bni almojadhdhami 

40 wacullan arahom asbahhua yakiltinaho 

sahhelhhani malin thaliaatin mokharremi 

4 7 wamen yasi atArafa alzijaji famnoho 

motfieio alawalei x-occibat culla lahzemi 

48 wamen yufa la yodhmo wamen yahdi kalbaho 

llax motlnnaexni albirri la yatajamjami 

49 wamen haba albaba almenaya yanalaho 

walau raina in yermai alfemai bifollami 

50 wamen yeco dha fadhlin fayahkhal bifadhlihi 

alal kaumihi yoftagna anho wayodhmami 
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51 wamen la yazal yeftarhhili alnafa naffaho 

wala yafiha yauman mina aldhulli yandami 

62 wamen yagtarib yahhlib aduwwan sadefkaho 
wamen la yocarrim naffaho la yacorrami 

53 wamen la yadhud an hhaudliihi bifilahhihi 

yohaddem wamen la yadhlimi alnafa yodhlami 

54 wamen M yosani fei omurin catheirahin 

yodliarras bianyabin wayutha biminfami 

55 wamen yejali alm^pufa men duni irdhihi 

yafirho wamen la yattakei alfhatma yoflitami 

50 fai'mto tecalelfa alhhayati wamen yallh 

themanema hhaulan la abaii leca yefami 

57 rayato almenaya khabtha afhwaa men tosib 

tomit-ho wamen tahhdnei yoammar fayahrami 

58 wamahma yecun inda amriyin min khaleikahin 

wain khalaha takhfei alai alnafi tolami 

59 waaalamo ma fei alyaumi walamfi kablaho 

walecinnanei an ilmi ma fei gadin ami 
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I afati aldiyaro mahhalloha famokamoha 
biminyan tabada gauloha farijamoha 


2 famodafio alrayani orriya refmoha 

khalakan camadliamina alwahhiyyo filamoha 

3 deminon tejerramo b&da ahdi anelfaha 

hhajajoii khalauna hhelaloha wahharamoha 

4 rozikat merabela alnojumi wasabaha 

wadko alraw&idi judoha farihamoha 


5 min culli fariyaliin wagadin modjinin 
wadfhiyyaliin motajavvibm frzamoha 


. / 


0 faala forua alayhokani waathfalat 

bialjelhataini dhibawoha waniaamoha 



7 walamo facinahon alai atlilayiha 

uudhan taajjila bialfadliai bihamoha 


8 wajala alfoyulo ani altnoluli ca'innaha 
zuburon tojiddo motuniha aklamoha 


1 
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9 au rajo waihimahin ofiffa huuroha 

cifafan taarradlia faukahonna wiihamoha 

1 o fawakafto afaloha wacaifa fowalona 

somman khawalida mi yabeino celamoha 

i 1 oriyat wacana biha aljomelo faabcarua 

minha wagudira nuyoha wathomamoha 

12 fhakatca dhano alhhayyi yauma tehhammalua 

fatacennafua kotfionan tasirro khiyamoha 

13 min culli mahhfufin yedliillo asiyyoho 

zaujon alalhi ciltalion wakiramoha 

14 zujalan ca/nna niaaja tudfiihha faukaha 

wadliabaa wejralia otlithafan aramoha 

15 hhofizat wazayalaha alferabo ca'innaha 

ajzad belfhafia athloha waridkamoha 

10 bel ma tadhaccaro min nawari wakad badat 

watakathtliaat afbaboha warimamoha 

1 7 moriyyalion khollat bifaida wajawarat 

dhla alhhijazi faaina minca meramoha 





18 bimiihariki aljebelaxni au bimohhajjerin 

fatadhammanat-ha ferdabon farokhamoha 

19 fafawaikon in ayrnenat famodbannabon 

minha wihhafo alkihri au tbilkhamoha 

20 faaktlia lobanaba men taarradlia wasloho 

waliiberri wasili khullahin sarramoha 

21 wahhbo almojamila* bialjezelli wasormoho 

bakin idha dbaliat wazaga kawamoha 

22 bithalexhhin asfarin taracna bakiyyahan 

minha faahhnaka solboha wafenamohd 

23 fa-i’dha tagalai lahhmoha watahhaflerat 

watakatbthaat bada alcilali hhidamoha 

24 faleha hibabon fei alzimami cainnaha 

sahhbaa rahha maa alnefeimi jihamoha 

25 au molmiin wafikat liahhkabi lahhaho 

tbardo alfohhuli wadharboha wacidamoha 

26 yalu biha hhadaba alacami mofahh-hhajan 

kad rabaho lsyanoha wawihhamoha 

27 biahhizzahi althalbuni yerbao faukaha 

kafro almerakibi khaufoha aramoha 

28 hhattai l'dha falakha jumadax jfrttabin 

jazan fatliala siyamoha wakiyamoha 
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2Q waramai 


reihho almosayifi iaumoha wafahamoha 
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30 rajaua biamrihoma xlai dhei mirraliin 

hhasadin wanajhho sareimahin ibramoha 


31 fatanazadui fabitMii yotheiro dhilaloho 




32 mallimulaliin golithat binebati arfajio 0 
cadukhaai narin fathiin afoamoha 


33 
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34 fatawallatha ardha alfariyyi wasaddaaa 
masjurahan motajawiran kullamoha 


35 mahhfufahan wafltha alyaraS yodliHloho 
minho mosarrao gabaliin wakiyamoha 


30 afatilca am wahhfhiyyalion mafbualion 


.37 khansao dliayyaati alferelri falam yazal 

ardho aiihakayiki thaufoha wabogamoba 


3 8 IcmoafFerin kahdin tenazaa ihilwoho 

gabfon cawafibo ma yemunno thaaamoha 


SQ sadafna minha girratian fasabnaha 

inna almenaya la tathelfho lihamoha 
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41 tejafo aslan kalisan motanabbidhan 
biojubi inkain yemeilo hayamoha 


m 




42 yalu tliareikalia matnaha motawatiron 

fei laOahin cafara alnojuma gam^moha 


43 watadliiyya fel wajhi aldlialami mone/raliaa 
cajomanahi albahhriyyi falla nidliampha 


44 hhattai ldha anhhafara aldhelamo waasfarat 
bacarat tazillo ani altharai azlamoha 
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45 alahat taballada fei nihax soaayadin 

febaan towaman camilan ayyamoha 


40 hhattal ldha yayifat waas-hliaka hhaMkon 
lam yoblihi irdhaoha wafithamoha 




47 watafammaat ruz alaneifi faraaha 

an dhahri gaibin walaneifo lakamoha 
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48 fagadat culla alfarjaini tahhfibo annaho 
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4Q hhattax ldha yaifo alromaho waarfalua 
godhofan dawajino kafilan aasamoha 






50 falahhikna waatacarat leha medrayyahon 
calfamhariyyahi hhoddoha watemamoha 


.. 


m 




51 litadhudahonna waaykanat in lam tadhud 

an kad ajamma maa alhhatufi hhamamoha 

52 fatakassadat minha cifaba fadharrajat 

bicron wagudira fei almicarri fijamoha 

53 fabitilca ldh rakafa allawamio bialdhohhai 

wajtaba drdiyaha ali'erabi Icdmoha 

54 akdhi allobanalia la ofarritho reibalian 

au an yaluma bihhdjahin iawwdmohd 

55 awalam tecun tadrei nawdro bexnnani 

wassalo lkdi hhabayilin jadhdhamoha 

56 tarraco amcinaliin xdha lam drdhaha 

au yertabith badha alnofufi hhimamoha 

57 bel anti la tadrexna cam nffn lailafiin 

thalikin ledheidhin lahwoha wanidamoha 

58 kad bitto famiraha wagayaha tajirin 

wafaita idh rofaat waazza modamoha 

5Q ogle! alfibaa beculli adcana aatikin 

au junahin kodihhat wafodlidlia khitamoha 

60 bisabuhhin safiyahin wajadhbi careinahin 

bimowatterin tataloho lbhamoha 

61 bacarto hbajataha aldojaja bifohhrafiin 

lioalla minha hheina hobba niyamoha 



02 wagadahi relhhin kad wazato wakorrahiii 
ldh asbahhat biyadi alshimali zimamoha 


63 walekad hhamaito alhhayya talihmila (hiccati 
forothon wiihahhi ldh gadauto lijamoha 


Ol faaluto mnrtakaban alal dhei habwahin 
khorajin xlal aalamihinna 



65 hhatai xdha alkat yadan fex cafiria 

waajanno aurato althoguri d&alamoha 

60 as-halto wantasabat cajidhi manelfalxin 
jerdaa yahhsoro dunaha jorramoha 

67 raffatoha tliarda alniaami wafaukaho 

hhatax ldha fakhinat wakhaffa idliamoha 

08 kalikat rihhalatoha waafbala nahhroha 

wabtalla min zabdi alhhameimi hhizamoha 

69 tarkax watatliano fex alxnani watantihhax 

wirda alhhamamalxi ldha jadda hhamamoha 

70 wacathelralxon gurbawoha majhulahon 

torjal nawafiloha wayokhfhai dhamoha 

71 golbin tafhaddara bialdokhuli caxnnaha 

jinno albadiyyi rawaiiyan akdamoha 

72 ancarto batliilaha wabuto bihhakkiha 

yauman walam yafkhar alayyi ciramoha 
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73 wajezuro iyfarin daautt 

biraagalikjn motafhabihin aalamoha 

74 aduu bihinna liaakirin ad mothfiliri ‘ 

* bodhilat lijefrani aljameii lihhamoha 

7$ faldhaffo waljaro algareibo caXnnama 

habatha t aba 1 alia mokhsiban alidtiamoha 
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70 tawei ilai alatlinabi culli radhiyyahirx 
mithlo albaliyyaJhi kalisin ahdarnoha 

77 wayocallaluna idha alriyahho tcnawahhat 
kholojan tomeddo ihawariaan aytamoha. 


'8 xnna idha altakati almojamio lam yazal 
minna lizazo a dheimalii n j afhamoha 


70 wamokaffimin yothex alaiheiraho hhakkaha 
wamogadhmirin libhokukiha hadliamoha 

80 fadlilan wadhu caremin yoeino alax alnadai 
famhhon cafubo ragayibin gannamoba 




81 min mafharin fannat lehom abawohom 


walicullj kaiimin fonnahon waimamoha 


82 in yafzauua yolkai almpgafira xndahom 

walfinno yalmao cakawacibi lamoha 

83 la yatlibauuna.wala yeburo faaalohom 

in la tameilo mal aihawai*ahhlamoha 
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fabenua lena baltan rafeiMn femcoho 
fafamai l'laihi cohloha wagolamoha 

,4 


85 fakna bima kafama almelelco fai'nnama 
kafama alkhalayika bamana alamoha 

80 waidha alamanaho koffimat fei mafliarin 
aufai biaadliami hhadfid&ina kafiamoha 

87 fahom alfoaato ldha alafheiralio afdliaat 

wahom fawarifoha wahom hhoccdmoha 

88 wahom rabei'on lilmojawiri fefhomo 

walmormilati idha tatliawala aamoha 

89 wahom alalheiralio in yobathtliai hhafidon 

aii an yameflo maa aladwi liyamoha 
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1 hal gadera alfhoarao min raotaraddimi 

am hal arafta aldari Mda tawah-homi 

2 ya dara ablaha bialjawai tecellamei 

waimmei sebahhan dara ablalia waflimi 

3 fawakafto felha nakitei wacamnaha 

fadanon liakdliei hhajalia almotalawwimi 

4 watahhillo ablalia bialjawai waahloha 

bialhhazni falsammani falmotathallomi 


wsk i 

■ ■ - 


ipiiWW 


mmwmww 


5 


hhoyyeita min tfialalin tekadema ahdoho 
akwai waakfara bada dmmi alhaithami 


6 hhallat biardhi alzayireina faasbahhat 

aiiran alai tliollabici ibnaha makhrami 
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an waaktolo kaumaha 
leamra. abeica laiia bimozimi 


7 olliktoha aradtan waaktolo kaumaha 
zaman leamra. abeica laiia bimozimi 
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3 walekad nazalti fela tadliunnei gairoho 

minnei bimenzilahi almohhabbi almocremi 


<3 caifa almezaro wakad terabb&d ahloha 
bidneizataini waahlona bialgailami 


10 in conti azmati alfiraka fainnama 

zummat rocabicomo bilailin modhlimi 


11 ma raanei ilia hhomulaho ahliha 

wafatha aldiyari tafuffo hhabba alkhimkhimi 


12 feiha athnitani waarbauuna hhalubafian 
ludan cakhafiyahi algorabi alas-hhami 


1 3 idh teftabeica bidhei gorubih wadhihhin 

adhbin mokabbalaho ledhexdho almathimi 


14 wacainna faralia taj irin bikai’eimatiin 

fabakat awaridlioha ilaica min alfami 


15 au raudlialun infan tadhammana nebtaha 
gaithon kaleilo aldimni laifa bimalami 


lO jadat alaihi cullo becrin hhurralnn 

fataracna cullo kararatain caldirhemi 


17 fahh-hhan watifcaban faculli aihiyyahin 
yajrei alaiha almao lam yatasarrami 


iii 
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J8 wakhala aldhobaba biha fatal fa bjbarihhin 

garidan cafili allharibi alrnotarannrmi 
. \ 

19 hazijan yahhocco dhiraaho bidhiraihi 

kadhha almocibbi alal alzenadi alajdhami 


20 tomfei watosbihho faiika dbahri hhalhiyyahin 
waabelto fauka foraha ad-hama moljami 


21 wahhalhiyyatel farjin alal abli allhawai 

nehdin meraciloho nebello almahhzemi 

22 hal tabloginnex da rah a lhadaniyyahon 
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23 khatlitharahon gibba alforal zayyafalion 


tatlnfo alacama biwakhdi khuffirx malthami 
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24 wacamnama tatnifo alacama alhiyyanan. 


25 tawel leho koloso alniaami carna awat 

hhizakon yemaniyahon liaajami thimthimi 
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26 yatabana kullana ralihi waca'x'nnaho 

hharijon dial nalhin lehonna mokhayyami 

27 salin yauudo bidhel alalhelralii baldliaho 

calabdi dliel alferwi althawelli alaslami 

28 lharibat bimai aldohhradlialni fasbahhat 

zauraa tenforo an hhiyadJii aldallemi 
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30 hirron janeibon cullama athifat leho 

gadlibai attakaha bialyadaini wabialfami 


31 abkai leha thula alzemani mokermadan 

fanadati wamithla daaayimi almotakhayyimi 


32 baracat alai max alridai cai'nnama 

baracat alai kasabiri ajaihllsa mohadfidbami 


33 wacana rabban ad cahheilah mokada/i 

hhaihiha alwofuda bihi jawanibi komkomi 


34 yenbao min dhifrai gadlaubin jefrahin 


zayyafatiin mithla alfateiki almocdami 


35 in togdafei dunei alkinai fainnanei 

tliibbon biakhdhi alfarifi almoftalyimi 


36 athanei alayyi bima alimti fainnanei 

fahlon mokhalafatei idha lam odblami 


37 faidha dholimto fainna d&olmei bafilon 

mirron modhakatoho catbami alalkami 


38 walekad iharibto min almodamabi bada ma 
racada alhawajiro bialmiihufi almalami 


3 g bizojajafiin safraa dhahi aiirrahin 

korinat biasfari fei alihimali mofaddami 
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40 faidha (haribto faxnnanei moftahlicon 
male! waxrdhei wafiron. lam 
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41 wa’idha sahhauto fema okassiro an nadai 

wacama alimti fhemayilex watecerromi 

42 wahhaleilo ganiyahin tara&o mojaddalan 

temcu ferelsatoho eafhidki aladlami 

43 fabakat yedaya leho biaajili thanahin 

warafhaihi nafidalxin calauni 


44 halla falati alkhailo ya bnata malicin 
in conti iahilalian bitria lam talami 


•45 idh la azalo alai rihhalalii labihhin 

nehdin taaaworoho alcoinabo mocellami 

46 thuran yojarrado liltliiaani watarafian 

yawei x'lai hhasadi alkiflex aramrami 

47 yokhbirco min fhabida alwakeialxa innanex 

agftiai alwagaf waaxffo inda almagnami 

48 wamodajjajin cariha alcomalxo nizalalio 

la momniln haraban wala moftaflimi 

4Q jadat yedaya leho biaajili thanahin 

bimothkafin sidki alcauubi mokawwami 

50 birahheibalii alfargaxni yahdcx jerfoha 
biallaxli motafla aldhiyabi aldhorraini 






53 wamalhacci labigahin hatacto forujaha 




bialfaifi an hhamei alhhakeikahi m61ami 
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54 rabidhin yedaho bialkidahhi ldha fhata 

ha taco gayati altejari molawwami 

55 lemma raanei kad nazal to oreidoho 

abdax nawajidhoho ligafri tebaffomi 

50 fathanatoho bialromhhi thomma dlautoho 

bimohenda&in safe! alhhadexdalxi mikhdhami 


57 ahdei bihi medda alnehari cainnama 

khodhiba albenano warafoho bialidlilami 


58 bathalin caxnna thiyabaho fei farhhihi 

yohhdhai niaalo alfebti laila yatawami 

59 ya flhaho mi kanasin limen hhallat leho 

hhorimat alayyi walaitoha lam tohhrami 

00 fabaath-to jariyatex fakolto leha ldh-habel 
fatajaflafei akhbiraha lex waalimi 


01 kalat raito mina alaaadex girralian 

wallhaho momcinahon limen hu murtami 




62 wacainnama altafatat bijeidi jiday allin 
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rafliain mina algizlani hhurrin arthami 
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03 nobbeito amran gaira fliacira nimatex 

O 

walcofro mukhbathahon linefli almonxmi 

01 walekad hhafidhto wasaha ammex bialdlxihhax 
ldh takliso aliheftano an wadJi-hhi ixlfami 


05 fe i hhaumahi alhharbi dilate! la tafhtace! 
gamratiha alabthalo ilia tagamgomi 

60 xdb yatakuna be! alaiinnaha lam akhim 
anha walecinnex.tadhayika mokdamex 

67 lema famato nidaa morralia kad ala 

wabnax rabeialia fex algibari alaktami 

68 * 69 wamohhallamon yafuuna tahhta liwayihim 
walmauto tahhta liwdl ali mohhallami 

70 ayaknat an fayacuna xnda likayihim 

dlxarbon yatlieiro ani alfirakhi aljoththami 

71 lema rayato alkauma akbala jamohom 

yatadhameruna cararto gairo modhammami 

72 yaduuna antara walrimdhhi cainnaha 

afhthano beirin fei lobani aldd-hami 


73 ma zilto armeihim bigorralii nahhrihi 
walibanihi hhatai teferbala bialdemi 
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" 4 wazawwara min wakx alkana bilibanihi 


wafhacai ilayyi biabraiuii watahhamhhomi ' 
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75 lau cana yadrei ma almohhawaralio ajfhtacai 
walecana lau alima alcelama mocellomi 


70 


min bafni flmdhamaliin waajrada /lialdfiami 


77 walekad £hafai kalbei waadh-haba fokmoha 

kexlo alfawarifi waica antaraho akdimi 

78 dhululon rucabei hhaltho (heito moibayiei 

lobbel waahhfozoho biamrin mobraiiii 
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79 


80 


lilhharbi dayirahon alai ibnei dhemdhemi 
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81 in yafala falekad taraeto abahoma 

jezra a] tibai waculli nifriii kafhami 
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ala hibbef besahhnica fasbihheina 
wela tobkei khomura alandereina 
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molhalhaalion camna alhhossa feiha 


idha ma alraao khalathaho fhahherna 
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3 tejuro bedhef allobanahi an hawaho 
ldha ma dhakaha hhattai yeleina 
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4 terai allahhza alfhabheihha xdha amarrat 
alafhi lemalihi feiha mehefna 


t 

5* 6 madadti alcafa Inna omma amruin 


wacana alcafo mojraha alyemeina 


y waraa fherro althelathohi omma amruin 
besahhibici alladhf la tosbihheina 
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11 kifel nelalaci hal ahhdathti sorman 



12 biyaumi careihahin dharban wathanao 
akerra behi' mawaleici aloyuna 


i 3 torelci idha dakhalti ala i khalain 

wakad aminat dyuno alcalhihheina. 

14 dhira^i aitfialin admai becrin 

terabbaati alaj&ria walmituna 

15 wathadyan mithla hhokki alaaj i rakhsan 

hhasanan min acoffi allamifeina 

16 wamatnai lednaliin thalat walanat 

rawadifoha tenuo bima walexiia 

17 * 18* 19 tadhacrato alsibai wafhtakto lemma 


rayato hhomdlaha dsolan hhodeiiia 

20 waa&radliati alyemamaho walhmakharrat 

caafyafin biaxdi moslitexna 

21 fema wajidat cawajdei dmma fakbin 

acUmllattaho ferajjaati alhhaneana 
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22 wela flam. 

leha min Mkia 
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23 wainna gaddan wainna alyauma ral 
wabada gadin bima la talamexna 


24 aba hindin fela tajal alaina 

waandhirna nokhabbirca. alyafe 
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25 beinria nurido alrayati beidfesn 

'j. •. i i ’ ' \ j * / 

wanosdirohonna hhomran kad rawema 
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ayyamin lend gorrin tWdlm 
Ifaina almelca feiha an nadelna 

2 7 wafayyidi indfherin kad tawwajuho 

bitaji almolci yahhmei almohhjirelnd 


28 terecna alkhaila dakifalion dlafhim 
J mokalladalion ainnataha sofdna 
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29* 30 wakad harrat cilabo alidiai minna 


la katadalia^men yaleind 
31 metal nenkol xlai kaumin rohhana 
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32 yecuno thikaloha flmrkiyyo najdiii 
walahwatoha kodhaalia ajmdelna 


33 


nezeltom menzila aladhyafj minna 
faajjalna alkirai an telhtomuna 
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36 warithna almajda kad i 



37 wanahhno idha 

alal alahhfadhi n_, 

38 nodafio anhomo alaadai kidmaiv 

wanahhmilo anhomo ma hhammaluna 
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3Qt notliaino ma terakhai alfiafo anna 
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40 bifomrin min kana alkhattKai lodnin 
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dhawabila au bibeidliin yataleina 
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42 tekhala jemajima alabthala fexha 

wofukan bialamaizi yertameina ; - 
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43 nahhirro ruufahom fei gam burrm ; : .•' ;-V V ’V •,.' : ; 

fema yadruna ma dha yattakima 

44 ca'inna -foyufana feina wafeihim 

makhareikon biaidi laibeina 
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45 caYnna thiyabana minna waminhom 
khodliibna biarjawanin au tkolex'na 
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40 idha ma ayya bialafnafi 
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47 nasabna mithla rahwaha dhata hhaddin 

mohafadhahan waconna alfabikeina 
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48 bifityanin yeruna alkatla majdan 

walOheibin fcl alhhorubi mojarrabeina 


mina alhauli almofhabbahi an yecuna 
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4£) hhodayya alnali cullihimi jameian 

mokaraahan benelhim an benefna 
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50 faamma yauma khafhyatana alaxhim 

fatosbihho garahan motalabbabelna 

51 waamma yauma la nekhflbex alaihim 

fatosbihho fei mejalilina thobexna 

52 birali min benei jofhami xbni becrin 

nedokki biha alfohulalia walkhozuna 

53* 54 x'la la yejhalan ahhadon alaxna 

fanajhalo fauka jehli aljahilema 

55 biayyi melhexahin amrua ibna hindin 
tothei'6 bina alwilhaha watazdereina. 


30 biayyi mefheiahin amnia fbna hindin 
nccuno like/licom feina katlielna 



eddadana waauadana 
metal conna liommica m 

58 fax'nna kenatana ya amru aayat 
dial alaadai kablaca an teleina 

5Q idha gadlidfia althikafi biha ilhmazat 
wawallat-Iiom aihuzanalmn zobuna 

60 aihuzanalian idha ankalabat arannat 

tadokko kafa almothakkafi waaljabein 

61 fahal hhoddithta fei jaihami ibni becrin 

binaksin fei khothubi alawwaleina 


62 warithna majda alkamalia ibni faifini 
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abahha lena hhosuna almajdx deina 

63 
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64 waattabaii wacelthuman jameian 
bihim nilna toratho alawwaleina 


65 


bihi nohhmax wanahhniei almoljaeina 


66 waminna kablaho allaei colaibon 

faayyi almajdi ilia kad walexna 

67 metai nakid kareinatana bihhablin 

najodhdho alwasla au xmkifi alkareina 
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70 

7 1 

72 

73 wacunna alaymeneina ldha altakeina 

wacana alayferexna benua abeina 

74 fasalua saulahan feimen yaleihim 

wasolna saulalian fex'men yaleina 

75 fadbua biabiihabi wabialfebaya 

waibnai almoluci mosaffadex'iia 

70 llaxcom ya bene! becrin xlaicom. 

alamma tarifua minna alyakexna. 

77 alamma talemua minna wamincom 

catayibi yathainna wayertamema 

78 alaina albexdlio waalyalabo alyemanex 

waafyafin yakomna wayanhhaneina 


waaufahom ldha akadua ya: 



wanaJhhno gadalia aukada fex khcz 
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rafadna fauka rifdi alrafidexna 

wanahhno Alhhabifuna bedhex arathei 
tafoffb aljollaho alkhuro alderexna 

wanahhno alhhadmdna xdhxi dthina 
wanahhno alaazimdna xdha osexni 


wanahhno altaricuna lima fakhitlina 
wanahhno alakhxduna lima radlrexna 


79 ilaina cullo fabigahin dilasin 

terai fauka alnejadi leha godKuna 
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80 idha wodliiaat an alabdiali yauman 

rayata leha joluda alkaumi jauna 

81 faxnna motunahonna motuna gatlrin 

tosafRkoha alreiahho idha jareina 


82 watahhmilona gadalio alraui jordon 
orifna lena nekayidho alteleina 

83* 84 warithnahonna an ibnai sidkiti 

wanaurothiha idha mutna beneina 

85 wakad iilima alkabayilo min moaddin 

ldha kobabon biabthahhiha beneina 

86 bei'nna alaasimuna beculli cihhlin 

wainna albadhiluna limojtedeina 

87* 88 .wainna almaniuna lima yaleina 

idha ma albeidln dhabalati aljofuna 

89 wainna almonimuna idha kadirna 

» wainna almohlicuna idha ateina 

> 
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490 wainna aliharibuna almaa safwan 

wayaihrebo gairana acaran watheina 

' 91 ala ablig benei altliamahhi anna 
,\ wadomiyyan facaifa araftomuna 
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92 Mai dthdrina beidlion ciramon 

nohhadhiro an tofarika du tehuna 

93 d&aaayino min benef jaihami bni becrin 

khalatlma bimaiTemin hhaiaban wadeini 


94 akhadhna alai bouulatihonna anaan 
idha lakua fawarifa molameina 






9 5 liyaftalibanna abdanan wabeidlian 

waafrai fex dlhhadeidi mokarraneina 

96 * 97 idha ma rohhna yamiheina aihuwama 
cama ddttharabat naotuno alOiaribeina 

98 yakitna jiyadana wayakolna leflom 
boftulatana idha lam temnauurid. 


99 idha lam nahhmihinna fela bekeina 
lifhayan badahonna weld hhoyeind 

) 00 wcma manaa aldhaaaina mithla dhar bin 
terai minho alfawaido calkileind 

101* 102* 103 lend aldunya wamen adli-hhai alax'ha 
wanefcthiiho hheina nebthiiho kadireina 

j 04 idha rna almolco fama alnafa khasfan 
abaina an nekirra aldholla feind 

105 nofammai dfialimeina wema dfialamna 
walecinna fenabda dlialimeina 








106 idha balaga alfitliamo lena sabiyyoii 
tekhirro leho aljababero fajidexna 

I 07 * 108 melana albarra hhattai dbaka anna 
wadhahra albahhri nemlawoho lefein* 


KALA 


* S ‘ ' f 1 - * f} J. -J ') S , <: 

K A L A 


hharethon 


ALYASHCORIYYCt 


aadhanatna bibaxniha afomao 

robba thawin yomcllo minho althawao 

b&da ahdin leha biborkafia ihemat 
faadnai diyaraha alkhaltliao 


falmohhayyaho falsifahho faglal 
dhei fithakin faaadhibon falwafao 

fariyadtio alkhatha faaudiyalio allhireibi 
falfhobatani falaylao 

la arax men ahidto feiha faibci 

alyauma dilhan wama yeruddo albocao 

wabiaxnaxca aukadat hindon alnara 
aseilan telwei biha alalyao 




ill 


ALY ASHCORIYYCX 


7 aukadat-ha baxna alakeiki faihakhsaini 

biuudin cama yaluhho aldhiyao 

8 fatanawwarto naraha min baeidin 

bikhezazin haxhato minca alsilao 

9 gaira l'nnei kad aitaeino dial alhommi 

xdha. khafFa bialthawiyyi alnejao 

10 bizofufin cainnaha hiklanon ommo 

riyalin dawiyyahon fakfao 

11 anafat nebaton waafzaaha alkennaio 

asran wakad danaf alimfao 

12 fatarax khalfaha min alraji 

walwaki meneinan caxnnaho Ihbao 

13 watbtrakan min khalfihinna thkakoxx 

ikkitlxaton, telwei beha alsahhrao 

14 atalah-ha biha alhawajiro ldh cullo 

lbno on that beliyyahon amyao 

15 waatana mina alhhawadithi anbao 

wakhathbon nonai behi wanofao 

16 Inna xkhwanona alarakemi yaglunu 

alaina fei kexlihim xhhfao 

17 yakhlittiuna alberiyya minna bedhei aldhanbi 

wala yanfao alkhaliyyo alkhalao 



18 za&mua Inna cullp men dharaba iUira. 
mowalin lena wainna alwal4o 


19 ajmauua amrahom bilailin falamma 

asbahhua asbahhat lehom dhaudhao 


foy i cif 


20 min monadin wamin 


a wamin 


tis-hali khailin khilala dhaca rogao 


21 ayyoha almantliiko almorakkiiho shm& 

inda arnruin wahal ledhaca bekao 

22 la takhilna alai giratica inna 

kablo ma kad waihai bina alaadao 

23 fabekema alai alihenaalii tenmeina 

jodudon wagarralion kafao 

24 kabla ma alyauma bayyadhat bidyuni 

ainafi feiha taayyatlio waibao 

25 wacamna almenuna ter del bina. 

ar&na junin yenjabo anho alaniao 

26 mocfahirran alai alhhawadithi ma terthuho 


lildehri mowyidon sammao 
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27 — 33 * 34 thomma milna ilai tameimin faahhramna 
wafeina benato morrin imao 
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35 la yakeimo al&zeizo bialbeledi alfahli 
wala yanfao alkhaliyyo alnejao 




36 laffa yanjei ' f " 

rafa tliudin wahhurralion rajlao 


min hhezarin 


37 famelecna bidhelica alnafo hhattai 

maleca almondhiro xbno mai alfamd© 

38 wahu alrabbo walfheheido alal yaumi 

alhhayaraini walbelao belao 

39 melico adlilao alberiyyahi ma yujado 

feihd lima ledaihi cofao 

40 fatrocua altlieikha waltaaddei wai'mina 

teteaafliua fafei altaafhei aldao 

41 wadlicorua khalfa dhei alraejazi wama 

kaddama feihi aldhudo walcoflao 

42 hhadhara aljura waltaaddei walen 

tenkadlio ma fei almohariki alihwaa 

43 aalimda inna waiyyacomo feimd 

aihtarathna yauma dkbtalofna fawao 

44 d&laina jonahho condaha an 

yatami gaziyyohom waminna aljazao 

45 am alaina jera hhaneifalia au ma 

jamaat min mahharibin gabrao 

46 am janaya beni dteikin famen 

yadhoro fainna min hharbihira borao 
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biiuzi almohhammili alaabao 
48 am alaina jerai kodlia&ha 


am laxfa alaina feim& janua indao 
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40 am alaina jerai lyadin carna 

kexJa litliafmin dkhuwacomo alibao 

50 laifa minna almodharriyuna wala kaifin 

wala jondalon wala alhhaddao 

51 ananan bathilan wadholman cama 

yatoro fei hhojralia alrabeidlii aldfiibao 

52 wathemanuna min tamelmin biaydihim 

rimahhon sodurohinna alkadhao 

53 lam yahhillua benei rizahhin biborkaa 

nithain lehom alaina doaao 








54 terecuhom molajjabeina waabua 

binehabin yasimmo minho alhhidao 

55 thomma jaua yefterjiuna 

falam terja lehom lMmahon wala zahrao 

36 thomma faua minhom bikaiimalu aldliehri 
wala yabrodo algalexla almao 

57 thomma khaxlon xnin badi dhaca maa als;allaki 





58 ma asabua min 

alai'hi idha tawallex alofao 


ALYASHCORIYYO. 



50 catecalelfi kaumana idha ga zi 

almondhiro hai nahhno Ijbni bindin roaao 


Oo idha hhalia alalyao kobbaha maxfuna 
faadnel diyaraha alkhaltbao 

Cl fataawwat lehom karadhibalxon min 
culli hhayyin cainnahorn x'lkao 

02 fahadahom bialafwadaini waamro 

allahi balgon yaihkei bihi alaihkiyao 

03 idb temenuhomo airan faiakat-hnfli 
ilaxcom amniyyabon iihrao 

04 lam yogrucomo goruran walacin 

yerfao alalo jemohom waldhohhao 

0 5 ayyoha al/haneio almoballigo anna 

xnda amruin wahal lidhaca xntehao 

6p xn amruorx lena ledaihi khilalon 

gai'ri ihaccin fex cullihinna albelao 

0 7 melicon muklitbon waaemelo men 
wamin duni ma ledaihi althenap 

f 

08 aramiyyon bimithlihi jalatl aljinno 
faabat likhesmiha alajlao 





C>0 men lena indaho mina alkhairi ayatin 

i 

thelathin fei cullihinna alkadhao 
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70 aya&on jdiariko alfhakeikahi xdh 

jaua jamei&an liculli hhayyin liwao 


71 hhaula kaifin moilalameina bicabtilin 

koradliiyym cainnaho ablao 

72 wasayitin min alawatici mi 

tenhaho ilia mabeidiialion ralao 

73 radadnahomo bitMnin cama yakhrojo 

min khirbalii almezadi almao 
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74 wahhamalnihomo alai hhazami thahlani 

ihilalan wadommiya alanfao 

75 wafaalna bihim cama alima allahon 

wama an lilhhayaneina dimao 

7(5 thomma hhojran aanei ibna omm i fathamin 
waleho farliyyalion khedbrao 

77 afadon fei allikai wirdon hemufon 

warabeiion in fhannaat gabrao 

78 fajabhanahomo bidnarbin cama tenhozo 

tin jammalii altbawiyyi aldilao 


79 


wafacacna gilla amri alkaiii anho 
bada ma tliala hhabfoho walanao 




carhan xdh la tocala aldoxnao 

81 wafadeinahomo betisilii amlacin 
ciramin aflabohom aglao 


82 wamai aljuna juna ali bene I alaufi 
aniidon caxnnaho dafwao 


83 mi jazina tahhta ilajaji l'dh 

walat biafkayiha wahharr alsilao 

84 wawalidna imrua ibna ommi ayafin 

min karexbin lema atana alhhibao 


85 mithloha takhrojo alnaseihalio lilkaumi 
fala&on min duniha aflao 


CONSISTING CHIEFLY OF 

TRANSLATIONS 

FROM 

THE ASIATIC# LANGUAGES. 



Juvat integros acciderefontes. 


Atque baurire % juvatqtg tiovos decerpere flora . 
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THESE EASTERN PIECES, 
AND, PARTICULARLY, 


THE POEM OF 


SOLI M A, 


ARE MOST RESPECTFULLY 


INSCRIBED 


BY HER LADYSHIP S 




MOST OBLIGED 
AND FAITHFUL SERVANT, 

THE AUTHOR. 
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The reader will probably exped, that, before I prefent him with 

the following mifcellany, I Ihould give fome account of the pieces 

lain 


contained in it; and Ihould prove the authenticity of thofe Eajlern 


originals, from which I profefs to have tranflated them: indeed, fo 


many produ&ions, invented in France, have been offered to the publick 

■ 

as genuine tranflations from the languages of AJia, that I (hould have 
wiflied, for my own fake, to clear my publication from the ilighteft 
fufpicion of impodure; but there is a circumflance peculiarly hard in 
the prelent cafe; namely, that, were I to produce the originals them- 
felves, it would be impoffible to perfuade fome men, that even they 
were not forged for the purpofe, like the pretended language of 
Formofa. 1 lhall, however, attempt in this Ihort preface to fatisfy 
the reader’s expe&ations. 
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The fird poem in the collection,’ called So lima, is not a regular 
tranflation from the Arabick language; but mod; of the figures, fen- 
timents, and deferiptions in it, were really taken from the poets of 
Arabia: for when I was reading fome of their verfes on benevolence 
and hofpitality, which they juftly confider as their mod amiable virtues, 
1 feledied thofe paflages, that leemed mod likely to run into our 
meafure, and connected them in fuch a manner as to form one con- 
v©l. iv. 3 f tinued 


Wm 


m 








uncommon in sljia, I mall trouble the reader with only one of the 
original paflages, from which he may form a tolerable judgement 
of the reft: 
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Kad atama e ddhaifo wa’l mojteduno 
Xdha aghbara ofkon wahabbat Jhentalan, 
Wakhalat an auladiba elmordhiato , 

Wa lam tar ainon lemozvin belalan, 
Beenca conto ’errabto el moghitho 
Leman yatarica y wacontc themalan r 
Wacontd nehara behi jhemfoboy 
Waconto dagiyyi ’ lleilifibi belalan .. 
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and the north-wind rages , wAjw //v mothers leave their fucking infants, 


that is ; * the ft ranger and the pilgrim well' know , when the Jky is darky 
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hen no moijlure can be feen in the clouds , that thou art bountiful to them 
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as the J'pringy that thou art their chiefsfupporty that thou art a fun to them 


H 


by day y and, t? moon in the cloudy nights 
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The hint of the next poem, or The Palace of Fortune, was taken 
from an Indian tale, tranflated a few years ago from the Perjian by 
a very ingenious gentleman iu the lervice of the India-Company ; but 
I have added feveral deferiptions, and epifodes from other Eaftern 
writers, have given a different moral to the whole piece, and have 
made fome other alterations iu it, which may be feen by any one, who 
will take the pains to compare it with the ftory of Roftana, in the 
Tecond volume of the tales of Inatulla. 
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* See thl< paflage veriiiietl, Selma, line 71. tec. 
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avc taken a ftill greater II be 

citation of the Perjian poet Nezami, I have entitled The Seven 
Fountains; the general fubjed of it was borrowed from a (lory in 
a collection of tales by Ebn Arabjhab , a native of Damafcus, who 
flourilhed in the fifteenth century, and wrote fcveral other works in 
a very polilhed ftyle, the moft celebrated of which is An hiffory of the ' 
life of Tamerlane: but I have ingrafted upon, the principal allegory 
an epifode from the Arabian tales of * a thoufand and one nights , a 
copy of which work in Arabick was procured for me by a learned 
friend at Aleppo. 


The fong, which follows, was firft printed at the end of a Perjian 
grammar; but, for the fatisfadion of thole who may have any doubt of 
its being genuine, it feemed proper to fet down the original of it in 
Roman characters at the bottom of the page. The ode of Petrarch 
was added, that the reader might compare the manner of the Afiatick 
poets with that of the Italians , many of whom have written in the true 
Spirit of the Eajlerns: fome of the Perjian fongs have a finking refem- 
blanee to the fonnets of Petrarch ; and even the form of thofc little 
amatory poems was, 1 believe, brought into Europe by the Arabians: 
one would alrnoft imagine the following lines to be tranflated froth 
the Perjian , 
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Aura> che quelle chiome bionde e crefpe 
Circondh e movi , efe* mojj'a da loro 
Soavetnente, e fpargi quel dolee oro , 

■E poi 7 raccogli., e’u bel nodi I'incre/pe , 
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fince there is Icarce a page in the works of Hafez and . fanu, in which 
the fame image, of the breeze piping with the trejjcs of a beautiful girl, 
is not agree abU’ and varioufly exjprefTed. 

* See 'the {lory of Prince A gib, of th third Calanttar in the ArabimtaUs , Night 
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'anil the Italian poetry : 

the defeription of the fountain of Valchiufa> or Vah 
clofe to Petrarch's houfe, was added to the elegy in the 
was competed on the very fpot, which I could not 
when I palled by Avignon. 
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The Lurkijh Ode on the Spring was feleCtecl from 
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in the fame language, written by Mefihi , a poet of great repute at 
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Conjlantinople , who lived in the reign of S&liman the Second. 
Lawgiver: it is not unlike the Vigil of Venus, which has been alcribed 
to Catullus; the mealure of it is nearly the fame with that of the Latin 
poem; and it has, like that, a lively burden at the end of every 
ftanza: the works of Mefihi are preferved in the archives of th 
Royal Society. 
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It will be needlefs, I hope, to apologize for the Pa/ioral, and the 
poem upon Chefs , which were done as early as at the age of lixteen or 
feventeen years, and were faved from the fire, in preference to a great 
many others, becaufe they feemed more correctly verlified than the reft. 
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It mull not be fuppoled, from my zeal for the literature of Afa, 
that I mean to place it in competition with the beautiful productions 
of the Greeks and Romans; for I am convinced, that, whatever changes 
we make in our opinions, we always return to the writings of the 
ancients, as to the ftandard of true tafte. 


If the novelty of the following poems fhould recommend them 
to the favour of the reader, it may, probably, be agreeable to him 
to know, that there arc many others of equal or fuperior merit, which 
have never appeared in any language of Europe ; and I am perfuaded 
that a writer, acquainted with the originals, might imitate them very 

happily 


H i 





«W 

mm 

MW 

awl 


mmm 


rn^mk ,. 

happily in his native tongue, and that the publick would not be dif- 
pleafed. to lee the genuine compofitions of Arabia and Perfa in an 
Englijh drefs. The heroic poem of Ferdu/l might be verified as eafily 
as the Iliad, and I fee no reafon why the delivery of Perfa by Cyrus 
fhouid not be a fubjeft as interefting to us, as the anger of Achilles, 
or the ■wandering of Ulyjfes. The Odes of Hafez, and of Mefhi, would 
fuit our lyrick meafures as well as thofe aferibed to Anacreon; and the 
ieven Arabick elegies, that were hung up in the temple of Mecca , and 
of which there are feveral fine copies at Oxford, would, no doubt, be 
highly acceptable to the lovers of antiquity, and the admirers of native 
genius: but when 1 propofe a tranflation of thefe Oriental pieces, as a 
work likely to meet with fuccefs, I only mean to invite my readers, 
who have leifure and induftry, to the ftudy of the languages, in which 
they are written, and am very far from infinuating that I have the 
remoteft defign of performing any part, of the talk myfelf; for, to fay 
the truth, I fhouid not have fuffered even the following trifles to fee 
the light, if I were not very defirous of recommending to the learned 
world a fpecies of literature, which abounds with fo many new ex- 
prefflons, new images, and new inventions. 
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SO LIMA, 
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E maids of Aden, hear a loftier tale 


Than e’er was fung in 




IK 


a_ loftier tale 

in meadow, bower, or dale. 

The fmiles of Abelah, and Maia’s eyes. 

Where beauty plays, and love in dumber lies; 

The fragrant hyacinths of Azza’s hair. 

That wanton with the laughing fummer-atr j 
JLove-tindtur’d cheeks, whence rofes feek their bloom. 
And lips, from which the Zephy 
Invite no more the wild, unpolifli’d lay, 
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Then farewel, love! and farewel, youthful fires 


rotes ieek their bloom, 
t fteals perfume; 
h’d lay, 
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Flow fmooth, ye rivulets; and, ye gales, be ftill. 

See yon fair groves that o’er Amana rife. 

And with their fpicy breath embalm the fkies; 
Where every breeze fheds incenfe o’er the vales. 
And every fhrub the feent of mufk exhales! 

See through yon opening glade a glittering feene. 
Lawns ever gay, and meadows ever green ! 
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ten afk the groves, and alk the vocal bowers, 

Who deck’d their fpiry tops with blooming flowers. 
Taught the blue ftream o’er fandy vales to flow, 

And the brown wild with liveliefi: hues to glow ? 

'* Fair Solima! the hills and dales will fmg; 

Fair Solima ! the diftant echoes ring. 

But not with idle Ihows of vain delight. 

To charm the foul, or to beguile the fight; 

At noon on banks of pleafure to repofe, 

Where bloom intwin’d the lily, pink, and role; 

Not in proud piles to heap the nightly feaft. 

Till morn with pearls has deck’d the glowing eaft • 
Ah ! not for this Ihe taught thofe bowers to rile. 

And bade all Eden Ipring before our eyes : 

Far other thoughts her heavenly mind employ, 
(Hence, empty pride ! and hence, delufive joy !) 

To cheer with fweet repaft the fainting gueft; 

To lull the weary on the couch of reli; 

To warm the traveller numb’d with winter’s cold ; 
The young to ehcrifh, to fupport the old;. 

The fad to comfort, and the weak protedt j 
The poor to Ihelter, and the loll dircdl:— 

Thele are her cares, and this her glorious talk ; 

Can heaven a nobler give, or mortals alk l 


A 

IS 


Come to thefe groves, and tbefe life-breathing glades 
Ye friendlefs orphans, and yc dowerlefs maids! 

With eager halle your mournful mannons leave. 

Ye weak, that tremble ; and, ye fick* that 

* It was a»t. eaftyiu this part ot‘ the tranilation to aVowi a ..u.i C' 

known tlefcription of live- Man ol Rcrtk 
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Here lhall foft tents, o’e 
At night defend you, and at noon p’erfhade } 

Here rofy health the fweets of life will fhower. 

And new delights beguile each varied hour. 

Mourns there a widow, bath’d in (beaming tears ? 
Stoops there a fire beneath the weight of years? 
Weeps there a maid, in pining fadnefs left. 

Of tender parents, and of hope, bereft ? 

To Solima their forrows they bewail; 

To Solima they pour their plaintive tale. 

She hears; and, radiant as the lfar of day. 

Through the thick foreft gains her eafy way: 

She alks what, cares the joylefs train opprefs, 

What ficknefs wades them, or what wants diftrels; 
And, as they mourn, the flea Is a tender figh, 
Whilft all her foul fits melting in her eye: 

Then with a fmile the healing balm beftows, 

And (beds a tear of pity o’er their w'oes. 

Which, as it drops, fome foft-eyed angel bears 
Transform’d to pearl, and in his bofom wears. 
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When, chill’d with fear, the trembling pilgrim roves 
Through pathlefs deferts, and through tangled groves. 
Where mantling darknefs fpreads her dragon wing. 

And birds of death their fatal dirges fing, 

While vapours pale a dreadful glimmering caft. 

And thrilling honour howls in every blaff; 

She cheers his gloom with dreams of burding light, 

By day a fun, a beaming moon by night; 

Darts through the quivering (hades her heavenly ray, 
And fpreads with rifing flowers his folitary way. 
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Ye heavens, for this in fliowers of fweetnefs (hed 
Your mildeft influence o’er her favour’d head! 

Long may her name, which diftant climes (hall praife, 
: Live in our totes, and blolWin outlays! 
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And, like an odorous plant, vvhofe blufhing flower 
Paints every dale, and fweetens every bower, 
.Borne to the (kies in clouds of foft perfume 
For ever flourish, and for ever bloom! 

Thefe grateful longs, ye maids and youths, renew 
While frefli-biown violets drink the pearly dew; 
O’er Azib’s banks while love-lorn damfels rove. 
And gales of fragrance breathe from Hager’s grove 


So lung the youth, whofe fweetly- warbled (trains 
Fair Mena heard, and Saba’s fpicy plains. 

Sooth’d with his lay, the ravilh’d air was calm. 

The winds fcarce whiiper’d o’er the waving palm; 
The camels bounded o'er the flowery lawn, 

Like the fwift oftrich, or the fportful fawn; 


He fung, till on the bank the moonlight flept, 


Then ceas’d, and (lumber'd in the lap of reft 


In other meadows, and in other vales. 


mMi 


VOL.IV. 


3 G * 




IpMi 

■illi 


mm 




bi 


■ 


imh 


MW 


MKi 




THE 


mm ipimm 

Mm mmim m 

MMmm ■. | v Vt 

” a-awEt— 


' iiiiii i 1 

Mild was the vernal gale, and calm the day. 
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When Maia near a cryftal fountain lay, 
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Young Maia, faireft of the blue-eved maids. 

That rov’d at noon in Tibet’s mufky lhades; 

But, haply, wandering thr ough the fields of air, 
Some fiend had whifper’d—-Maia, thou art fair! 
Hence fwclling pride had fill’d her fimple bread:, 
And rifing paffions robb'd her mind of reft; 

In courts and glittering towers Ihe wifli’d to dwell. 
And fcorn’d her labouring parent’s lowly cell. 

And now, as gazing o’er the glaffy ftream. 

She faw her blooming cheek’s refledled beam. 

Her t relies brighter than the morning Iky, 


Low fighs and trickling tears by turns the ftole. 
And thus difcharg’d the anguilh of her foul: 

Why glow thole cheeks, if unadmir’d they glow ? 
Why flow thofe trefles, if unprais’d they flow ? 
Why dart thofe eyes their liquid ray ferene, 

** Unfelt their influence, and their light unfeen ? 
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When through the yielding air fhe law from far 
A goddefs gliding in a golden car. 

That foon defcended on the flowery lawn. 

By two lair yokes of Harry peacocks drawn: 

A thoufand nymphs with many a fprightly glance 


Form’d round the radiant wheels an airy dance. 


Celeftial flhapes! in fluid light array’d 




Their lucid mantles glitter’d in the fun, 

(Webs half fo bright the filkworm never fpun) 
Tranfparent robes, that bore the rainbow’s hue, 
And finer than the nets of pearly dew 
That morning fpreads o’er every opening flower. 
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The queen herlelf, too fair for mortal fight. 
Sat in the centre of encircling 
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And by her-fide in filent Humber laid: 






Straight 


HR 




! | 4'^|v/pK r ' 


l.. 


l^tS &Sf 





Wt *, -y, M • Mi vk ' Yt 

3 aiA'f.V irf'l* fiifci rw„ JliSwS 


tim:M t& wMM 

mmm 


{UX;A m\ v 1 

\ ■ 


I® m tel i), f “ 

:Mdi Mmt uiHmrtb km-r 


he glittering car 
The goddefs ftill with lc 
Surveys the lleeping 


■■■■■■■■ 

Then o’er her cheek her 
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Soft as the gale that o’c 
And thus in founds, t 
She gently whifpers in her ravilh’d 
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Awake, fweet maid, and view this charming fcene 
“ For ever beauteous, and for ever green; 

“ Here living rills of piireft nedlar flow 
“ O’er meads that with unfading flowerets glow; 

Here amorous gales their located wings dilplay. 
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“ Here in the lap of pleafure {halt thou reft, 

•* Our lov’d companion, and our honour’d gueft.” 
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Like melting fnow, or like a vernal rill. 

She lifts her head, and, on her arm reclin’d. 
Drinks the fweet accents in her grateful mind: 
On all around Ihe turns her roving eyes, 

And views the fplendid fcene with glad lurprize; 
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Whilft on each branch, with purple blo/Toms hung. 
The fportful birds their joyous defcaut fung. 




While Maia, thus entranc’d in fweet delight, 
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With each gay object fed her eager light, 
The goddefs mildly caught her willing hand, 


And led her trembling o’er the flowery land. 

Soon fhe beheld, where through an opening glade 
A fpacious lake its clear expanfe difplay’d; 

In mazy curls the flowing jafper wav’d 
O’er its fmooth bed with poiifh’d agate pav’d; 

And on a rock of ice, by magick rais’d, 

■ 

High in the midft a gorgeous palace blaz'd ; 

The funbeams on the gilded portals glanc’d. 
Play’d on the fpires, and on the turrets danc’d; 
To four bright gates four ivory bridges led, 

With pearls illumin’d, and with rofcs.ipread: 

And now, more radiant than the morning fun, 
Her eafy way the gliding goddefs won; 
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On whole blue arch the 
As on a Iky with living liars 
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Of precious diadems a regal ftofe, 
With globes and fceptres, llrew’d the 


floor; 

Rich veils of eallern kings around were jfpreacL 
And glittering zones a (tarry luftre (hed : 

But Mala moft admir’d the pearly firings, 
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Gay bracelets, golden chains, and fparkling rings. " 
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royal pride, 
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High in the centre of the palace fhone, 
Sufpended in mid-air, an opal throne: 

To this 1 the queen afeends with royal pride, 
And fets the favour’d damfel by her fide 
Around the throne in myllick order Hand 
The fairy train, and wait her high command 



** Favourite of heaven, my much-lov’d Main, know, 


“ From me all joys, all earthly bleflings, flow 
** Me fuppliant men imperial Fortune call. 


“ The mighty emprefs of yon rolling ball: 
(She rais’d her finger, and the wondering maid 
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At diftance hung the dufky globe furvey'd, 
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with foaming oceans vein’ 
s on mountain-tops fuftain'd.) 

“ To me has fate the pleafing talk, affign’d 

“ To rule the various thoughts of humankind; 

. i ’ 

d catch each rifing with, each ardent prayer. 
Arid Ibme to grant, and lome to wafte in air. 

“ Know farther; as I rang’d the cryftal Iky, 

I faw thee near the murmuring fountain lie; 
Mark’d the rough ftorm that gather'd in thy bread: 
** And knew what care thy joylefs ioul oppreflt. 

“ Straight I refolved to bring thee quick relief, 

* { Eaie every weight, and foften every grief; 

6 * If in this court contented thou canft live, 

** And tafte the joys thefe happy gardens give: 

« But fill thy mind with vain defires no more, 

“ And view without a with yon fihining Here: 

«* Soon (hall a numerous train before me bend, 

“ And kneeling votaries my ftirine attend; 

“ Warn’d by their empty vanities beware, 

“ And fcorn the folly of each human prayer.” 


She faid; and ftraight a damfel of her train 
With tender fingers touch’d a golden chain. 

Now a foft bell delighted Maia hears. 

That fweetly trembles on her liftening ears; 
Through the calm air the melting numbers float. 
And wanton echo lengthens every note. 

Soon through the dome a mingled hum arofe, 
Like the fwift dream that o’er a valley flows; 
Now louder Hill it grew, and Hill more loud. 

As diftant thunder breaks the burning cloud: 
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And in his eye cdcffial Iweetncfs foil'd: 

Youth’s purple glow, and beauty’s rofy beam. 

O’er his lmooth cheeks diffus’d a lively gleam; - 

The floating ringlets of his muflty hair 

Wav’d on the bofom of the canton air: 

With modeft grace the goddefs he addreft. 

And thoughtlefs thus preferr’d his fond requefh 
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« Queen of the world, whofe wide-extended rway, 
I Gay youth, firm manhood, and cold age obey, 

“ Grant me, while life’s freih blooming tofes fimle, 
« The day with varied pleafures to beguile; 

« Let me on beds of dewy flowers recline, 

« And quaff with glowing lips the fparkling wine; 

“ Grant, me to feed on beauty's rifled charms, 

' “ And clafp a willing damfel in my arms* 

“ Her bofom fairer than a hill of fnow. 
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*< And gently bounding like a playful roe; 
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’** Her lips more fragrant than the fummer air, 

“ And fweet as Scythian mufk her hyacinthine hau 
“ Let new delights each dancing hour employ, 

“ Sport follow fport, and joy fucceed to joy.” 
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On that lmooth mirror, full of magick light. 
Awhile, dear Maia, fix thy wandering fight .' 1 
She looks ; and in th 1 enchanted cryftal fees 
A bower o’er-canopied with tufted trees: 

The wanton ftripling lies beneath the lhade. 

And by his fide reclines a blooming maid; 

O’er her fair limbs a filken mantle flows. 
Through which her youthful beauty foftly glows. 
And part conceal’d, and part difclos'd to fight. 
Through the thin texture cafts a ruddy light. 

As the ripe clufters of the mantling vine 
Beneath the verdant foliage faintly thine. 

And, fearing to be view’d by envious day. 

Their glowing tints unwillingly difplay. 




The youth, while joy fits lparkling in 
Pants on her neck, and on her bofom dies j 
From her fmooth cheek ne&areous dew he tips. 
And all his foul comes breathing to his lips. 

But Maia turns her modeft eyes away. 

And blufhes to behold their amorous play . 
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She looks again, and fees with fad furprize 


On the clear glafs far different feenes arife : 


The bower, which late outfhone the rofy morn, 
O’erhung with weeds the faw, and rough with thorn 
With flings of afps the leadefs plants were wreath’d, 
And curling adders gales of venom breath’d : 
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Now fcarcely fhed a faddening, dying gleam; 
Faint as a glimmering taper’s wafted light. 


Or a dull ray that ftreaks the cloudy night: 
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His cryftal vafe was on the pavement roll’d. 
And from the bank was fall’n his cup of gold; 


From which th’ envenom’d dregs of deadly hue 
Flow’d on the ground in ftreams of baleful dew, 
And, flowly ftealing through the wither'd bower. 





Fled were his Haves, and fled his yielding fair. 
And each gay phantom was diffolv’d in air ; 
Whilft in their place was left a ruthlefs train, 
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Afide the damfel turns her weeping eyes. 

And fad reflections in her bofom rife j 

it queen: 


To whom thus mildly fpeaks the radiant queen. 
“ Take fage example from this moral fcene ; 
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** See, how vain pleafures fting the lips they kifs, 

“ How afps are hid beneath the bowers of blifs! 

“ Whilft ever fair the flower of temperance blows,, 

“ Unchang’d her leaf, and without thorn her rofe $ 
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“ And fpreads her fragrant bloffoms to the Iky.” 


* Next tow’rd the throne fhe law' a knight advance ; 
EreCt he ftood, and fhook a quivering lance; 


* Glory* 
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A fiery dragon on his helmet fhone j 
And on his buckler beam’d a golden fun * 
O'er his broad bofom blaz’d his joir 


With many a gem, and many a fhining fcale 
He trod the founding floor with princely mien, 


And thus with haughty words addrefs’d the queen: 
“ Let falling kings beneath my javelin bleed, 

“ And bind my temples with a victor’s meed j 
“ Let every realm that feels the folar ray, 

“ Shrink at my frown, and own my regal fway: 

“ Let Ind’s rich banks declare my deathlefs fame, 

*? And trembling Ganges dread my potent name.” 


The queen confented to the warriour’s pray’r. 
And his bright banners floated in the air : 

He bade his darts is fteely tempefts fly. 

Flames burft the clouds, and thunder fhake the fky } 
Death aim’d his lance, earth trembled at his nod. 
And crirnfon conquefl: glow’d where'er he trod. 


And now the damfel, fix’d in deep amaze, 

Th’ enchanted glafs with eager look furveys : 

She fees the hero in his dufky tent. 

His guards retir’d, his glimmering taper fpcnt j 
His fpear, vain inftrument of dying praife, 

On the rich floor with idle ftate he lays •> 

His gory falchion near his pillow flood. 

And ftain’d the ground with drops of purple blood ? 
A bufy page his nodding helm unlac d, 

And on the couch his fcaly hauberk plac’d. 
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Now on the bed his wea*y limbs he ^throws, 

In dreams he ruflies o’er the gloomy field* 

!&e lees new armies fly, new heroes yield ; 

Warm with the vigorous conflict he appears, 

And ev’n in flumber feems 
But lo ! the faithlefs page. 

Advances to the champion’s naked head; 

With his fliarp dagger 
And fteeps his eyelids in eternal reft: 

Then cries (and waves the ft eel that drops with gore), 

“ The tyrant dies h.oppreftion is no more.” *;A',V\ . 

. * • ' . . * ; . ' ■ 

* Now came an aged tire with .trembling pace; - 

Sunk were his eyes, and pale his ghaftly face ; • • >, V : 

A ragged weed of dulky hue he wore. 
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And on his back a ponderous coffer bore. 

The queen with faltering fpeech he thus addreft: 
O, fill with gold thy true adorer’s cheft !” 
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“ Behold, faid the, and wav’d her powerful hand, 

“ Where yon rich hills in glittering order ftand; 

“ There load thy coffer with the golden ftore ; 

“ Then bear it full away, .and afk no more.” 
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With eager fteps he took his hafty way. 
Where the bright coin in heaps unnumber’d lay; 
There hung enamour’d o’er the gleaming fpoil. 
Scoop’d the gay drofs, and bent beneath the toil. 
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'ill, fpent with pain 
With his {harp fteel his madder 


On the lov’d heap he caft his clofiqg eye, 
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Contented on a golden couch to die. 


e pl(?aS ' 4 , |jj 

- c«;,m. 


an—i ss 


A tripling, wi 

Stepp’d forward, and the mafly co 
But with iurprize he law the ftores decay. 
And all the long-fought treafures melt away: 
In winding flreams the liquid metal roll’d. 
And through the palace ran a flood of gold. 
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* Next to the fhrine advanc’d a reverend fage, 
Whofe beard was hoary with the froll of age; 
His few gray locks a fable fillet bound. 

And his dark mantle flow’d along the ground: 
Grave was his port, yet Ihow’d a bold negled, 
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Time’s envious hand had plough’d his wrinkled face, 
Yet on thofe wrinkles fat fuperiour grace j 
Still full of fire appear’d his vivid eye,. 

Darted quick beams, and feem’d to pierce the Iky. 
At length, with gentle voice and look ferene. 

He wav’d his hand, and thus addrefs’d the queen : 


' Knowledge,, 


" Twice 



“ Twice forty winters tip my beard with fnow, 
“ And age’s chilling gufts around me blow : 

“ In early youth, by contemplation led, 

“ With high purfuits my flatter’d thoughts were 
“ To nature firft: my labours were confin’d, 

“ And 'all her charms were open’d to my mind, 

“ Each flower that gliften’d in the morning dew, 
“ And every fiirub that in the foreft grew 
“ From earth to heaven I.cafl; my wondering eyes 
“ Saw funs' unnumbef’d fparkle in the Ikies, 




«* Defcrib’d the feafons, and reform’d the year. 

“ At length fublimer ftudies I began, 
tl And fix’d my level'd telefcope on man; 

“ Knew all his powers, and all his palfions trac'd, 
« What virtue rais'd him, and what vice debas’d: 
“ But when I faw his knowledge fo confin’d, 

“ So vain his wifhes, and fo weak his mind, 

“ His foul, a bright obfcurity at beft, 

«« And rough with tempefts his afflicted breaft, 

« His life, a flower, ere evening lure to fade, 

“ His bigheft joys, the fhadow of a fhade; 

“ To thy fair court I took my weary way, 

« Bewail my folly, and heaven’s laws, obey, 

«« Confefs my feeble mind for prayers unfit, 

■** And to my Maker’s will my foul fubmit: 

U Great ejnpt'eis of yon orb that rolls below, 

On me the laft beft gift, of heaven bellow.” 
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He fpoke: a fudcletrclondhis fenfes fiple, 
And thickening darkneis- fwgm’-a'er all his foul * 





Now from the throng a deafening for 
And all at once their various prayers preferr’d; 

The goddefs, wearied with the noify croud 
Thrice wav'd her filver wand, and fpoke aloud: 

“ Our ears no more with vain petitions tire, 

“ But take unheard whate’er you firft defire.” 

She faid: each wifh’d, and what he wifh’d obtain’d 
And wild confufion in the palace reign’d. 


But Mata, now grown fenfelefs with delight, 
Caft on an emerald ring her roving fight j 
And, ere fhe could furvey the reft with care, 

Widl'd on her hand the precious gem to wear . 


Sudden, the palace vanifh’d from her fight,. 
And the gay fabrick melted into night ; 

But, in its place, fhe view’d with weeping eyes 
Huge rocks around her, and fharp cliffs arife: 

She fat deferted on the naked fhore. 

Saw the curl’d waves, and heard the tempeft roar 
Whilil on her finger fhone the fatal ring, 

A weak defence from hunger’s pointed fting. 
From fad remorfe, from comfortltfs delpair. 

And all the painful family of care ! 

Frantick with grief her rofy cheek fhe tore. 

And rent her locks, her darling charge no more: 
But when the night his raven wing had fpread, 
And hung with fable every mountain’s head. 





A winged youth, for mortal eyes too fair. 

Shot like a meteor through the dufley air ; 

His heavenly charms o’ercame her dazzled fight. 
And drown’d her fenfes in a flood of light; 

lav’d. 
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“ Say, thou, who dofl: yon wondrous ring poflefs, 
“ What cares difturb thee, or what wants opprefs ; 
“ To faithful ears difclole thy fecret grief, 

“ And hope (fo heaven ordains) a quick relief.” 


mm 


The maid replied, “ Ah, Jhcred genius, bear 


“ Waft me to fofter climes and lovelier plains, 
Where nature fmiles, and fpring eternal reigns.” 
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She fpoke ; and fwifter than the glance of thought 

To a fair ifle his fleeping charge he brought. 




Now morning breath’d: the fcented air was mild. 
Each meadow bloflom’d, and each valley fmil’d; 




On 








early dewdrops hung,, 

On every branch a feather'd warbler fungj 
The cheerful fpring her flowery chaplets wove. 

And incenfe-breathing gales perfum’d the grove. 

The damfel role ; and, loll, in glad furprize, 

Call; round the gay expan fe her opening eyes. 

That flione with pleafure like a Harry beam, . 

Or moonlight fparkling on-a fllver dream. 

She thought feme nymph- mud haunt that lovely fcene, 
Some woodland goddefs, or fome fairy queen j 
At lead die hop’d in fome fequefter’d vale „ • ^ 

To hear the fhepherd tell his amorous tale: 

Led by thefe flattering hopes from glade to glade,. 
From lawn to lawn with hafty fteps fGhe ftray’d j 
But not a nymph, by dream or fountain flood. 

And not a fairy glided through the wood j 
No damfel wanton’d o’er the. dewy flowers,, 

No fhepherd fung beneath the rofy bowers: 

On every flfle flbe faw vaft mountains rife. 

That thruft their daring foreheads in the Ikies j 
The rocks of polifli’d alabafter feem’d. 

And in the fun their lofty fummits gleam’d. 

She call’d aloud, but not a voice replied. 

Save echo babling from the mountain’s lide,. 


By this had night o’ercaft.the gloomy fcene. 
And twinkling ftars emblaz’d the blue lerene. 
Yet on fhe wander'd till with grief oppreft 
She fell j and, falling, fmote her fnowy bread;; 




Now to the heavens her guilty head {lie rears. 

And pours her burfting forrow into tears; 

Then plaintive {peaks, “ Ah ! fond miftaken maid, 

“ How was thy mind by gilded hopes betray’d ! 
f* Why didft thou wifli for bowers and flowery hills, 

“ For fmiling meadows, and for purling rills ; 

“ Since on thofe hills no youth or damfel roves, 

“ No fliepherd haunts the folitarv groves ? 

“Ye meads that glow with intermingled dyes, 

“ Ye flowering palms that from yon hillocks rile, 

“ Ye quivering brooks that foftly murmur by, 

“ Ye panting gales that on the branches die; 

“ Ah ! why has Nature through her gay domain 
“ Difplay’d your beauties* yet difplay’d in vain ? 

“ In vain, ye flowers, yoii boaft your venial bloom, 

“ And wafte in barren air your frefh perfume. 

“ Ah! leave, ye wanton birds, yon lonely fpray; 

“ Unheard you warble, and unfeen you play ; 

** Yet flay* till fate has fix’d my early doom, 

«« And ftrow with leaves a haplefs damfel’s tomb. 

“ Some grot or grafly bank {ball be my bier, 

“ My maiden herfe unwater’d with a tear.” 

Thus while {be mourns, overwhelm'd in deep defpair. 
She rends her filken robes, and golden hair: 

Her fatal ring, the caufe of all her woes, 

On a hard rock with maddening rage Ihe throws; 

The gem, rebounding from the ftone, difplays 
Its verdant hue, and {heds refrefhing rays ; 

Sudden defeends the genius of the ring. 

And drops celeftial fragrance from his wing; 





Then fpeaks, “ Who calls me from the realms of day ? 


•• Aik, and l grant J command, and I obey.” 
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She drank his melting words with ravilh’d ears,. 

And Hopp’d the 'gufhitur current of her tears : 


Then kifs’d his fkirts, that like a ruby glow’d. 
And laid, “ O bear me to my fire’s abode." 
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Straight o’er her eyes a fhady veil arofe. 
And all her foul was lull’d in llill repofe. 


By this with flowers the rofy-finger’d dawn 


She wak’d, and faw a new-built tomb that Hood 
In the dark bofom of a folemn wood. 

While thefe fad founds her trembling ears invade : 

** Beneath yon marble fleeps thy father’s ihade.” 
She figh’d, (he wept ,* ihe Hruck her penfive breaH, 
And bade his urn in peaceful dumber reH. 


And now in filence o’er the gloomy land 
She law’ advance a flowly-winding band ; 

Their cheeks were veil’d, their robes of mournful hue 
Flow’d o’er the lawn, and fwept the pearly dew ; 

O’er the frefh turf they fprinkled fweet perfume. 

And Hrow’d with flowers the venerable tomb. 

A graceful matron walk’d before the train. 


The watchful maid her aged mother knew. 
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O'crpowered with burfting joy 
The mourning dame, and falls 


Hangs on her neck, apd mingles tears with t 
Now o’er the tomb their hallow’d rites the} 
And form with lamps an artificial day : 
.prelong the damfel reach’d her native vale, 
And told with joyful heart her moral tale* 
Refign’d to heaven, and loft to all befide. 

She liv’d contented, and contented died* 
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Deck’d with fre<h garlands, like a rural bride, 
And with the crimfon ftreamer’s waving pride, 

A wanton bark was floating o’er the main. 

And feem’d with fcorn to view the azure plain: 
Smooth were the waves and fcarce a whifpering gale 
Fann’d with his gentle plumes the filken fail. 

High on the bumifh’d deck, a. gilded throne 
With orient pearls and beaming diamonds (hone; 

On which reclin’d a youth of graceful mien, 

His fandals purple, and his mantle green ; 

His locks in ringlets o’er his {boulders roll’d, 

And on his cheek appear’d the downy gold. 

Around him flood a train of fouling boys. 

Sporting with idle cheer and mirthful toysj 
* Ten comely Ariplings, girt with fpangled wings, 
Blew piercing flutes, or touch’d the quivering firings; 
Ten more, in cadence to the fprightly ftrain, 

Wak’d with their golden oars the numbering main: 
The'waters yielded to their guiltlefs blows. 

And the green billows fparkled as they rofc. 

* The follies of youth, 
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And. higher hill a thouland blazing fjpires 
Seem’d with gilt tops to threat the heaver 

tody (hore. 


The youth arofe, and, leaping on the brand. 


Took his lone way along the filver Tandy 
While the light bark, and all the airy crew. 
Sunk like a mift beneath the briny dew. 


With eager heps the young adventurer ftray’d 
Through many a grove, and many a winding glade: 
At length he heard the chime of tuneful brings. 
That fweetly floated on the Zephyr’s wings y 
•f- And foon a band of damfels blithe and fair. 

With flowing mantles and difhevel’d hair, 

Ruflh’d with quick pace along the folemn wood. 
Where rapt in wonder and delight he flood: 

In loofe tranfparent robes they were array’d, 

Which half their beauties hid, and half difplay’d. 

■ 

A lovely nymph approach’d him with a fmile, 
And faid, “ O, welcome to this blifsful ifle! 
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* The world* 


f The follies and vanities of the world. 
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“ Sweet maid, faid he, fair learning’s heavenly bean* 
** O’er my young mind ne’er Hied her favouring gleam; 
“ Nor has my arm e’er hurl’d the fatal lance, 

“ While defperate legions o’er the plain advance, 

“ How Ihould a fimple yoath, unfit to bear 
ts The fteely mail, that iplendid mantle wear!” 
u Ah! faid the damfel, from this happy fliore, 

** We banifli wifdom, and her idle lore; 

“ No clarions here the ftrains of battle ftng, 
u With notes of mirth our joyful valleys ring. 

“ Peace to the brave! o’er us the beauteous reign, 

“ And ever-charming pleafures form our train.” 


This faid, a diadem, irilay’d with pearls. 

She plac’d refpe&ful on his golden curls; 

Another o'er his graceful (houlder threw 
A filken mantle of the rofe’s hue, . 

Which, clafp’d with duds of gold, behind him flow’d. 



Then in a car, by fnow-white couriers drawn. 
They led him o’er the dew-*befprinkled lawn. 
Through groves of joy and arbours of delight, 
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Green hillocks, meads, and rofy grots, he view’d 
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And cafl their chaplets on the hallow’d road. 

At laft they reach’d the bofom of a wood. 
Where on a hill a radiant palace Hood; 

A fumptuous dome, by hands immortal made, 
Which on its walls and on its gates difplay’d 
The gems that in the rocks of Tibet glow. 

The pearls that in the ill ells of Ormus grow. 

And now a numerous train advance to meet 
The youth, descending from his regal feat; 

Whom to a rich and Spacious hall they led, 

With filken carpets delicately fpread: 

There on a throne, with gejms unnumber’d grac’d. 
Their lovely king fix blooming damfels plac’d*. 
And, meekly kneeling, to his modeft hand 
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Then on fix fmaller thrones they fat reclin’d. 


* The pleaiuxes of the fenies. 






To me the world’s bright 

. 

** Saw the valt c 
“ Till from the waves with 
“ A barge arofe, and gayly mov’d 
The jolly rowers reach’d the yieldi 
“ Allur’d my fteps, and wav’d their finning 1: 

** I went, faluted by the vocal train, 

?* And the iwift pinnace cleav’d the waves a 
“ When on this ifland ftruck the gilded proy 
“ I landed full of joy : the reft you know. 

“ Short is the ftory of my tender years: 

“ Now fpeak, fweet nymph, and charm my liftening e: 
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“ Thefe are the groves, for ever deck’d 
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ft The maid replied, and thele the fragrant 
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a Our fouls immortal, as our forms divine : 

“ For Maia, fill’d with Zephyr’s wa rm embrace, 

In caves and forefts cover’d her difgrace; 
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“ Whom freih and wild and frolick fror 
“ She nurs’d in myrtle bowers, and call 
“ He on a fummer’s morning chanc’d to rove 
Through the green labyrinth of fome fhady grc 
“ Where, by a dimpled rivulet’s verdant lido, 

“ A riling bank, with woodbine edg'd, he fpied: 

“ There, veil’d with flowerets of a thoufand hues, 

“ A nymph lay bath’d in {lumber s balmy dews j 
« (This maid by fome, for lome our race defame, 

“ Was Folly call’d, but Pleafure was her name :) 

“ Her mantle, like the fky in April, blue, 

“ Hung on a bloffom’d branch that near her grew ; 

“ For, long difporting in the filver ftream, 

“ She fhunn’d the blazing day-ftar s lultry beam j 
« And, ere Ihe could conceal her naked charms, 

“ Sleep caught her trembling in his downy arms: 

“ Borne on the wings of Love, he flew, and prefs’d 
“ Her breathing bofom to his eager bread. 

“ At his wild theft the rofy morning blufh’d., 

« The rivulet fmil’d, and all the woods were huflr’d. 
<< Of thefe fair parents on this bliisful coafl 
«* (Parents like Mirth and Pleafure who can boaft ?) 
" I with five filters, on one happy morn, 

<< All fair alike, behold us now, were born. 

“ When they to brighter regions took their way, 

“ By Love invited to the realms of day, 

“ To us they gave this large, this gay domain, 

« And faid, departing. Here let Beauty reign. 

« Then reign, fair prince, in thee all beauties fliine, 
« And, all! we know thee of no mortal line. 
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“ Rife to the fun with many a colour’d ray/’ 

M But the feventh door, faid he, what beauties grace?” 
“ O, ’ti.s a cave, a dark and joylefs place, 

** A fcene of namelefs deeds, and magick fpells, 

% Where day ne’er Chines, and pleafure never dwells : 
et Think not of that. But come, my royal friend, 

** And fee what joys thy favour’d Heps attend.” 

She fpoke, and pointed to the neared door: 

Swift he defcends the damfel flies before ; 

She turns the lock; it opens at command ; 

The maid and dripling enter hand in hand. 

The woii< 
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— —. r & 3 —| b cheld an opening glade. 

Where in the midd a crydal fountain play’d * 5 


The filver fands, that on its bottom grew,. 

Were drown with oearls and wms of varied . 




The diamond fparkled like the dar of day, 
And the foft topaz died a golden ray j 
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The damfel fa'ui, 
this cup 
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“ Which this well- 
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And quaff'd the nettar with a,.tender looi 
Straight from his eyes a cloud of darknefs 
And all the fcene was open’d to his view ; 

Not all the groves, where ancient bards have t< 
Of vegetable gems, and blooming gold j 
Not all the bowers which oft in flowery lays 
And folemn tales Arabian poets praife ; 
Though ftreams of honey flow’d through eyei 
Though balm and amber dropp’d from every 
Held half the fweets that Nature’s at: 

Had pour’d luxuriant o’er this wc 
All flowerets here their mingled rays di 
The rainbow’s tints to thefe were vi 
All birds that in the ftream their pinion dij 
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Or fhow their beauties to the funny. Ikies, 
Here wav’d their plumes that {hone wit 


But chiefly he, that o’er the verdant plain 
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on whole wing the gems of Indus grow. 
The monarch view’d their beauties o’er and o’er,. 
He was all eye, and look’d from every pore. 

But now the damlel calls him from his trance; 




ancesi f 


They pafs the hall adorn’d with royal date, 
And enter now with joy the fecond gate *. 


A foothing found he. heard (but tailed firlt 


And in the Ihade beheld a youthful quire 


Melodious notes; drawn out with magick art. 
Caught with fweet extafy his ravifh’d heart; 


And melting voices died along the glade ; 

The tuneful llream that murmur’d as it rofe. 

The birds that on the trees bewail’d their woes,. 

The boughs, made vocal by the whifpermg gale. 
Join’d their foft drain,. and warbled through the vale 
The concert endsand now the (tripling hears 
A tender voice that (trikes his wondering ears; 

A beauteous bird, in, on 


That on a leafy arbour fits alone, 
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• e Ere winter hides them in a veil o 
“ Youth, like a thin anemone, difplays 
“ His filken leaf, and in a m*' rn '■A*™*™ 


foft 


et Then hafte, and bathe your fouls in f 
“ A Tweeter bow’r your wandering 

He ceas’d ; the (lender branch, from which he 
Bent its fair head, and fprinkled pearly dew. 

The damfel fmii’d; the blu fixing youth was pleas’d. 
And by her willing hand his charmer feiz’d: 

The lovely nymph, who figh’d for fweet ' 

To the third gate * conducts the amorous uoy; 

She turns the key •, her cheeks like rofes bloom. 

And on the lock her fingers drop perfume. 
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His raviih’d fenfe a fcene of pleafure : 

A maze of joy, a paradife of fweets } 

But firft his lips had touch’d th’ alluring ftream. 

That through the grove difplay’d a filver gleam. 

Through jafmine bowers, and violet-fcented vales. 

On filken pinions flew the wanton gales, 
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Where fomc rich caravan not long before 
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paisa, wun cama xiaugm, ana naimy itore. 
Charm’d with the fcent that hills and vales diffufe. 
His grateful journey gayly he purfues; 

Thus pleas’d, the monarch fed his eager foul. 

And from each breeze a cloud of fragrance dole: 
Soon the fourth door * he pals’d with eager halie. 
And the fourth ftream was ne&ar to his tafte. 


Before his eyes, on agate columns rear’d. 
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On high a purple canopy appear’d ; 
And under it in ftately form was plac’d 
A table with a thouland vafes grac’d 


In air, in feas, or on the fruitful ground. 
Here the fair youth reclin’d with decent pri 
His wanton nymph was feated by his lide: 
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curious care 


O’er their enchanted heads a mantling vine 
His curling tendrils wove with amorous twine 


Like rubies on a thread of emeralds fining j 

* Tafte* 
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The ftripling fipp’d and revel’d, til 

S Down heaven’s blue vault his daily courle 

Then rofe, and, follow'd by the gentle — 

Op hi the fi fth door * ; a ftream before .1 

- . ^ 

The king, impatient for-the cooling -draught. 
In a full cup the myftic ne&ar quaff’dj 
Then with a finile (he knew no higher blifs) 
From her fweet lip he ftale a balmy kifs: 

On the finooth bank of violets they reclin’d; 
And, whilfi: a chaplet for his brow /he twin’d. 


His pliant arms were folded round her bread:. 

She icail’d, foft lightning darted from her eyes, 
And from his fragrant feat die bade him rife ; 
Then, while a brighter biufii her face o’erfpread. 
To the fixth gate -f* her willing gueft fhe led. 

The golden lock the foftly turn’d around j 
The moving hinges gave a pleafing found: 

The boy delighted ran with eager hade. 

And to his lips the living fountain plac’d j 
The magick water pierc’d his kindled brain. 

And a ftrange venom fhot from vein to vein. 


* Touch. 


t f The fenfual pleafures united 
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Who now more charming feem’d, and not fo coy* 
And in her arms infolds the blufhing boy: 



They fport and wanton, till, with fleep opprefs’d. 


Like two frefli rofe-buds on one ftalk, they reft. 


When morning fpread around her purple flame. 


To the fweet couch the five fair fillers came ; 

They hail’d the bridegroom with a cheerful voice. 
And bade him make with fpeed a fecond choice. 
Hard talk to choofe, when all alike were fair! 

Now this, now that, engag’d his anxious care ; 
Then to the firft who fpoke his hand he lent > 

The reft retir’d, and whifper’d as they went. 

The prince enamour’d view’d his fecond bride * 
They left the bower, and wander’d fide by fide. 
With her he charm’d his ears, with her his fight; 
With her he pafs’d the day, with her the night. 
Thus all by turns the fprightly ftranger led. 

And all by turns partook his nuptial bed ; 

Hours, days, and months, in plealure flow'd awayj 
All laugh’d, all fweetly fung, and all were gay. 

So had he wanton’d threeicore days and feven. 
More bleft, he thought, than any ion of heaven; 
Till on a morn, with fighs and ftreaming tears. 

The train of nymphs before his bed appears $ 
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And thus the youngeft of the fillers fpeaks, 
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Whilfl a fad Ihower runs trickling down her cheeks: 


** A cuftom which we cannot, dare not fail 
“ (Such are the laws that in our iile prevail), 

“ Compels us, prince, to leave thee here alone, 
“ Till thrice the fun his riling front has fihown: 
“ Our parents, whom, alas ! we mull obey, 

** Exped: us at a fplendid feall to-day; 

* ** 
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What joy to us can all their Iplendour give ? 

With fhee. wifh nnlv ffope. wp wiifTi 1ivf» 


With thee, with only thee, we wilh to live 
Yet may we hope, thefe* gardens will afford 
** Some pleafing folace to our abfent lord ? 

“ Six golden keys, that ope yon blifsful gates, 

“ Where joy, eternal joy, thy Heps awaits, 

“ Accept: the feventh (but that you heard before) 
Leads to a cave, where ravening monllers roar j 
** A fullen, dire, inhofpitabie cell, 
t( Where deathful fpirits and magicians dwell. 

** Farewel, dear youth how will our bofoms burn 
<* For the fweet moment of our blell return 1” 
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The king, who wept, yet knew his tears were vain, 
Took the feven keys, and kifs’d the parting train. 

A glittering car, which bounding courfers drew. 

They mounted flxaight, and through the forell flew. 


The youth, unknowing how to pafs the day. 
Review’d the bowers, and heard the fountains play $ 
By hands unfeen whate’er he wilh’d was brought; 
And pleafures rofe obedient to his thought. 



Yet all the fweets, that ravifh’d him before. 


Were tedious now, and charm’d his foul no more : 
Lefs lovely ftill, and ftill lefs gay they grew ; 

He figh’d, he wifh’d, and long’d for fomething new 
Back to the hall he turn’d his weary feet. 

And fat repining on his royal feat. 

Now on the feventh bright gate he calls his eyes 
And in his bofom rofe a bold furmife: 

“ The nymph, faid he, was fure difpos’d to jell, 

“ Who talk’d of dungeons in a place fo bleft: 

“ What harm to open, if it be a cell 
“ Where deathful fpirits and magicians dwell ? 

** If dark or foul, I need not pafs the door ; 

“ If new or ftrange, my foul defires no more.” 

He faid, and rofe; then took the golden keys. 

And op’d the door: the hinges mov’d with eafe. 




Before his eyes appear’d a fullen gloom. 
Thick, hideous, wild; a cavern, or a tomb. 

Yet as he longer gaz’d, he faw afar 
A light that fparkled like a Ihooting liar. 

He paus’d: at laft, by fome kind angel led. 

He enter’d, and advanc’d with cautious tread. 
Still as he walk’d, the light appear’d more clear ; 
Hope lboth’d him then, and fcarcely left a fear. 
At length an aged fire furpriz’d he faw, 

Who fill’d his bofom with a facred awe *: 

A book he held, which, as reclin’d he lay. 

He read, affifted by a taper’s ray; 

* Religion. 
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His beard, more white than fnow on winter’s bread:, 
Hung to the zone that bound his fable veft; 

A pleafing calmnefs on his brow was feen. 

Mild was his look, majeftick was his mien. 

Soon as the youth approach’d the reverend fage, 

He rais’d his head, and clos’d the ferious page j 
Then fpoke : “ O fon, what chance has turn’d thy ft 
“ To this dull folitude, and lone retreat ?” 

Tc whom the youth ; “ Firft, holy father, tell, 

. ** What force detains thee in this gloomy cell ? 

M This ifle, this palace, and thofe balmy bowers, 

*' Where fix fweet fountains fall on living flowers, 

** Are mine ; a train of damfels chofe me king. 

And through my kingdom fmiles perpetual fpring. 
“ For fome important caufe to me unknown, 

** This day they left me joylefs and alone; 

*« But, ere three morns with rofes ftrow the ikies, 

“ My lovely brides will charm my longing eyes.” 

“ Youth, faid the fire, on this aufpicious day 
“ Some angel hither led thy erring way : 

“ Hear a ilrange tale, and tremble at the fnare, 

" Which for thy ileps thy pleafing foes prepare. 

“ Know, in this ifle prevails a bloody law; 

** Lift, ftripling, lift! (the youth ftood fix’d with awe 
“ * But feventy days the haplefs monarchs reign. 
Then clofe their lives in exile and in pain j 
•* Doom’d in a deep and frightful cave to rove, 

** Where darknefs hovers o’er the iron grove. 


# The life of man. 
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2 fnare. 


T ifland lies. 


“ Too rich, too fplendid, for unhallow’d eyes: 
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** On that bleft (hore a Tweeter fountain flows 
** Than this vain clime, or this gay palace knows, 

** Which if thou talle, whate’er was fweet before 
“ Will bitter feem, and fteal thy foul no more. 

“ But, ere thefe happy waters thou canfl: reach, 

“ Thy weary Aeps mull pafs yon rugged beach, 

**. -j- Where the dark fea with angry billows raves. 

And, fraught with monfters, curls his howling waves } 
“ If to my words obedient thou attend, 

Behold in me thy pilot and thy friend. 

A bark I keep, fupplied with plenteous ftore. 

That now lies anchor’d on the rocky fliorej 
And, when of all thy regal toys bereft, 

“ In the rude cave an exile thou art left, 

** Myfelf will find thee on the gloomy lea, 

“ And waft thee fafely o’er the dangerous fea. 
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The boy was fill’d with wonder as he fpake, 

And from a dream of folly feem’d to wake : 

All day the fage his tainted thoughts refin’d % 

His reafon brighten’d, and reform’d his mind: 
Through the dim cavern hand in hand they walk’d, 
And much of truth, and much of heaven, they talk’d. 
At night the ftripling to the hall return’d; 

With other fires his alter’d bofom burn’d. 


* Heaven. 


+ Death, 





O ! to his wifer foul how low, how mean. 

Seem’d all he e’er had heard, had felt, had feen ! 
He view’d the dars, he view’d the cryftal ikies, 
And blefs’d the power all-good, all-great, all-wife 
How lowly now appear’d the purple robe, 

The rubied fceptre, and the ivory globe ! 

How dim the rays that gild the brittle earth 1 
How vile the brood of Folly, and of Mirth I 
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When the third morning, clad in mantle gray. 
Brought in her rofy car the feventieth day, 

A band of flaves, who ruth’d with furious found. 
In chains of heel the willing captive bound ; 
From his young head the diadem they tore, 

And cad his pearly bracelets on the floor; 

They rent his robe that bore the rofe’s hue, 

And o’er his bread a hair) mantle threw j 
Then dragg’d him to the damp and dreary cave, 
Drench’d by the gloomy fea’s refounding wave. 
Meanwhile the voices of a numerous croud. 
Pierc’d the dun air, as thunder breaks a cloud ; 
The nymphs another haplefs youth had found, 
And then were leading o’er the guilty ground: 


And with frelh chaplets ftrow’d the fatal plain. 


The happy exile, monarch now no more. 
Was roving flowly o’er the lonely there $ 

At lad the tire’s expected voice he knew. 

And tow’rd the found with hady rapture fiew ; 


mm 

wfm 


[ \V 'raBi Mtaip I 






Wiiiiiii 
-JMhAHM 

r> V, i 7 §1 U'hl . ‘ Im#| 

t* ’«' < ’ *;yMi-' ‘ W, 



I Mil *i B ' 


?! t — 

Isli Mfe 


ivil 


KB 


mm 


The 




lAiiliilii 


frapp ffijM 



ff lf 

iw™H 

Ifl 

Ilf 

iMwli 




447 


a 

me 


1 ne prorms d pinnace 

And the glad fage his fetter'd hauus uuuuuuu ■, 

But when he faw the foaming billows rave. 

And dragons rolling o’er the fiery wave, 
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He flopp’d : his guardian caught his lingering 
And gently led him o’er the rocky flrand ; 

Soon as he touch’d the bark, the ocean fmil’d, 

The dragons vanifh’d, and the waves were mild. 

. 
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For many an hour with vigorous arms they row’d, 

While not a flar one friendly fparkle fhow’d 

'* 

At length a glimmering brightnefs they behold. 

Like a thin cloud which morning dyes with gold: 

To that they fleer j and now, rejoic’d, they view 
A fhore begirt with cliffs of radiant hue. 

They land: a train, in fhining mantles clad. 

Hail their approach, and bid the youth be glad; 

They led him o’er the lea with eafy pace. 

And floated as they went with heavenly grac^. 

A golden fountain foon appear'd in fight, 

That o’er the border cafl a funny light. 

The fage, impatient, fcoop’d the lucid wave 
In a rich vafe, which to the youth he gave ; 

He drank : and flraight a bright celeflial beam 
Before his eyes difplay’d a dazzling gleam; 

Myriads of airy fhapes around him gaz’d ; 

Some prais’d his wifdom, fome his courage prais’d; 

Then o’er his limbs a Harry robe they fpread. 

And plac d a crown of diamonds on his head. 
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His aged guide was gone. 

Stood a faif cherub flufh’d with roly grace; 

Who, fmiling, fpake: “ Here ever wilt thou fed:, 
“ Admir'd, beltjv’d, our brother and our gueft; 

** So all fhall end, whom vice can charm no more 


it 

it 


See yon immortal towers their gates unfold. 
With rubies flaming,*and no earthly gold 1 
There joys, before Unknown, thy fteps invite ; 
** Blifs without care, and morn without a night. 
“ But now farewel! my duty calls me hence; 

“ Some injur’d mortal alks my juft defence. 

** To yon pernicious illand I repair, 

** Swift as a ftar.” He fpeaks, and melts in air. 
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The youth o’er walks of j after takes his flight: 
And bounds and blazes in eternal light. 
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OWEET maid, if thou would’ficharm my fight. 
And bid thefe arms thy neck infold; 

That rofy cheek, that lily hand. 

Would give thy poet more delight 
Than all Bocara’s vaunted gold. 

Than all the gems of Samarcand. 

Boy, let yon liquid ruby flow. 

And bid thy penfive heart be glad, 

Whate’er the frowning zealots fay : 

Tell them, their Eden cannot fhow 
A fire am fo clear as Rocnabad, 

A bower fo fweet as Mofellay. 
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Bedeft ared dili rnara, 

Be khali hinduiih bakhlhem 

Samarcand u Bokliarara. 

Bedeh, faki, mei bakj, 

Ke der jennet nekhahi yaft 
Kunari abi Rocnabad, 

Ve gulgefhti Mofellara, 
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A PERSIAN SONG. 
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O ! when thefe fair perfidious maids, 

Whofe eyes our fecret haunts infeft, 

Their dear deftrudtive charms difplay; 

Each glance my tender bread: invades 
And robs my wounded foul of reft. 

As Tartars feize their deftin’d prey. 
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In vain with love our bofoms glow : 
Can all our tears, can all our tighs. 
New luftre to thofe charms impart ? 
Can cheeks, where living rofes blow, 
Where nature fpreads her richeft dyes, 
Require the borrow’d glofs of art r 
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Speak not of fate ah ! change the theme. 
And talk of odours, talk of wine. 

Talk of the flowers that round us bloom: ‘ 
’Tis all a cloud, ’tis all a dream; 

To love and joy thy thoughts confine. 

Nor hope to pierce the facred gloom. 






Fugan kein luliani Ihokh 

I fhiringari {hehrafhob 
Chunan berdendi fabr az dil 

Ke Turcan khani yagmara* 

Ze efhki na temami ma 

Jamali yari muftagnift $ 

Be ab u reng u khal u khatt 
Che hajet ruyi zibara. 

Hadis az mutreb u mei gu, 

Va razi dehri kemter ju, 
Ke kes nekfhud u nekfhaied 

Be hikmet ein moammara* 


Up 
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Beauty has fuch rcfiftlefs power, 

That even the chafte Egyptian dame 
Sigh’d for the 
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For her how fatal was the hour, 
When to the banks of Nilus came 
A youth fo lovely and Jfo coy ! 


But ah ! fweet maid, my couniel hear 
(Youth fhould attend when thofe advife 
Whom long experience renders fage) t 
While mulick charms the ravilh’d ear y 
While fparkling cups delight our eyes,; 
Be gay j and fcorn the frowns of age. 

What cruel anfwer have I heard ! 

And yet, by heaven, I love thee dill: 

Can aught be cruel from thy lip ? 

Yet fay, how fell that bitter word 
From lips which dreams of fweetnefs fill, 
Which nought but drops of honey lip ? 




v, "■ 


Mai az an hufni ruzafzun 

>Ke Yufuf dafliti daneftem 
Ke eflik az perdei {{met 

Benin ared Zuleikhava. 

Nafihet goflii kun jama, 

Ke az jan doftiter darend 
Juvanani faadetmend 

I pendi peeri danara* 

Bedem gufti, va khurfendam, 
Afac alia, neku gufti, 
Jawabi telkhi mizeibed 

Lebi lali flicker khara. 




Go 
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A PERSIAN SONG. 


Go boldly forth, my Ample lay. 

Whole accents flow with artlefs eale. 

Like orient pearls at random llrung: 

Thy notes are fweet, the damfels fay ; 

But O ! far fweeter, if they pleafe 

The nymph for whom thefe notes are fung. 
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Gazel gufti vedurr fufti, 

Bca vakhofh bukhan Hafiz, 
Ke ber nazmi to affhaned 
Felek ikdi l'uriara. 
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E clear and fparkling ftreams. 

Warm’d by the funny beams, 

Through whofe tranfparent cryftal Laura play’d ; 

Ye boughs, that deck the grove. 

Where Spring her chaplets wove, 

, . * 
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Canzone 27. 

Chiare, frefche, e dolci acque, 

Ove le belle membra 

Pofc colei, che fola a me par donna*, 

Gentil ramo, ove piacque 

(Con fofpir mi rimembra) 

A lei di fare al bel fianco colonna 5 
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Vf M. de Voltaire has given us a beautiftil paraphrafe of this firH fianza, though it is certain that he 
had never read the ode in the original, or at moil, only the three firft lines of it; for he ailerts that the 
Italian long is irregular, and without rhymes5 whereas the ftanzas are pcrfedtly regular, and the 
rhymes very exa6t, His defign was to give Madame du Chatelet, for whom he wrote his hiftory, an 
idea of Petrarch’s ltyle ; but, if the had only read his imitation, fhc could have but an imperfefl: notion 
©f the Italian, which the reader will eafily perceive by comparing them. 
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ODE OF ruiKAKUH. 
Sweet herbs, and blulhing flowers, 


That crown yon vernal borers 
For ever fatal, yet for ever dear j 
And ye, tl^t heard pjy flgha 
When firft the charm’d my eyes. 
Soft-breathing gales, my dying accents hear. 

If heaven has fix’d my doom, 

That Love rauft quite confume 
My burfting heart, and dole my eyes in death; . 
Ah ! grant this flight requeft. 

That here my urn may reft 
When to its manfion flies my vital breath. 

This pleafing hope will fniooth 
My anxious mind, and loath 
The pangs of that inevitable hour j 
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Erba, e fior’, chc la gonna 
Leggiadra ricoverfe 
Coir angelico feno 5 
Aer facro fereno 

Ov* Amor co’ begli occhi il cor m* aperfcj 

Date udienza infieme 

Alle dolenti mie parole eftreme. 

S* egli e pur mio deftino, 

E’l cielo in cio a* adopra* 

Ch’ amor quefti occhi Jagrimando chiuda, 
Qualche grazia il mefchino 
Corpo fra voi ricopraj 
E tomi r alma al propxio albergo ignuda: 

morte fia men crtjda* 

% quefta fpeme porter 
A quel dubbiofo paffoj 
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Through yon accuftom’d glade * 

To my fad tomb will take her lonely way; 


• •> • 




Where firft her beauty’s light 
O’erpower’d my dazzled fight. 

When Love on this fair border bade me ftray: 
There forrowing fhall'fhe. lee. 

Beneath an aged tree. 

Her true but haplefs lover’s lowly bier j 
Too late her tender fighs 
Shall melt the pitying Ikies, 

• And her foft veil dial! hide the gufhing tear. 


Che lo fpirito laffo 

Non poria mai in pm ripofato porto 

N'em piu tranquilla fofFa 

Fuggir la carne travagliata, e Y offa. 

Tempo verra ancor forfe 

Ch’ all’ ufato foggiomo 

Term la fera bella e mahfueta*, 

E la, ov* ella mi fcorfe 
Nel benecletto giorno 
Volga la vifta defiofa e lieta, 
Cercandomi, ed, o pieta* 

Gia terra infra le pietre 
Vedendo, Amor Pinfpm 
In guifa che fofpiri 
Si dolcemente che merce m’impetre, 
E faccia forza al cielo 
Afciugandofi gli occhi col bel velo. 


O! well 







O ! well-remember’d 
When on yon bank (he 
Meek in her pride, and in her rigour mil 
The young and blooming flowers, 
palling in fragrant fhowers, 

Shone on her neck, and on her bofom fmil’d: 
Some on her mantle hung, 

Some in her locks were ftrung. 

Like orient gems in rings of flaming gold j 
Some, in a fpicy cloud 
Defcending, call’d aloud, 

“ Here Love and Youth the reins of empire hold 
1 view’d the heavenly maid; 

And, rapt in wonder, faid 
** The groves of Eden gave this angel birth 


Da’ bei rami fcendea 

Dolce nella memoria 

Una pioggia di fior fovra -I fiuo grembo; 

Ed ella (1 fedea, 

Humile in tanta gloria 
Coverta gia dell’ amorofo nembo: 

Qual fior cadea ful lembo, 

Qual fulle treccie bionde, 

Ch* oro forbito e perle 
Eran quel di a vederle, 

Qual fi pofava in terra, e qual full* ondc $ 
Qual con un vago errore 
Girando parea dir, " Qui regna Amore.” 
Quantc volte difs’io 
Allor pien 4i fpavento 
u Coftei per fermo nacque in paradi^o,” 









. 

Her look, her voice, her fault 

. 

That might all heaven beguile, 
afted my foul above the realms of earth: 

The ftar-befpangled Ikies 
Were open'd to my eyes j 

Sighing I f*aid, " Whence rofe 1;his glittering fqene ?” 
Since that aufpicious hour, 

This hank, and odorous bower, 

My morning couch, and evening haunt, have been. 
Well mayft thou blufh, my fong. 

To leave the rural throng. 

And fly thus artlefs to my Laura’s ear ; 

But, were thy poet’s fire 
Ardent as his defire, 

Thou wert a fong that heaven might Hoop to 




Cofi carco d’ oblto 
II divin portamento 
E’l volto, e le parole, e’l dolce rife 
M’aveano, e fi divifo 
Dali’ imagine vera, 

Ch’ i’ dicea fofpirando, 

** Qui come venn’ io, o quando ?” 
Credendo effer’ in ciel, non la dov’ era. 
Da indi in qua mi place 
Quetta erba field altrove non o pace, 
Se'tu avefli ornamenti quant’ ai voglia, 
Potrefti arditamente 
Ufcir del bofco, e gir infra la gente. 
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M. DE VOLTAIRE’S PARAPHRASE 


OF 


THE FIRST STANZA, 


Chiare, frefche, e dolci acque, &c. 


C./LAIRE fontaine, onde aimable, onde pure, 

Ou la beaute qui confume mon cceur, 

Seule beaute, qui foit dans la nature, 

Des feux du jour evite la chaleur •> 

Arbre heureux, dont le feuillage 
Agitd par les Zephirs 
La couvris de Ion ombrage, 

Qui rappelles mes foupirs, 

En rappellant fon image, 

Ornemens de ces bords, et filles du matin, 

Vous dont je fuis jaloux, vous moins brillantes qu’Elle, 
Fleurs, qu’elle embelliftait, quand vous touchiez fon lein, 
Roffignols, dont la voix eft moins douce et moins belle. 
Air devenu plus pur, adorable fejour. 

Immortalize par fes charmes, 

Lieux dangereux et chers, ou de fes tendres armes 
L’amour a blelfe tous mes fens, 

Ecoutez mes derniers accens, 

Recevez mes dernieres iarmes. 


LAURA, 
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•IN this fair feafon, when the whifpering gales 
Drop {bowers of fragrance o’er the bloomy vales. 
From bower to bower the vernal warblers play j 
The fkies are cloudlefs, and the meads are gay; 

The nightingale in many a melting ftrain 
Sings to the groves, “ Here Mirth and Beauty reign.” 
But me, for ever bath’d in gulhing tears, 

No mirth enlivens, and no beauty cheers: 

The birds that warble, and the flowers that bloom. 
Relieve no more this folitary gloom. 

I fee, where late the verdant meadow fmil’d, 

A joylefs defect, and a dreary wild. 
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IMITATIONS. 

* Ver. i. Petrarch. Sonnet. 270. 

* JSefiro torn?, e’l bel tempo rimena, 

% 

x E* i fiori, e V crbe, fua dolce famiglia ; 

' E garrir Progne, e pianger Filomela * 
Eprimavera .Candida, e vermiglia: 

Ridono i.prati, e’ldel fi raflerena 

Giove s’allegra di mirar fua figlia j 
L’aria, e Facque, e la terra e d’amor plena j 
Ogni aniiftal d’amar fi riconfiglia; 

Ma per me, laflo, tornano i piu gravi 
v Sofpiri, che del cor profondo tragge 

Qnella ch* al del fe ne porto le cbiavi: 










For thofe dear eyes, that pierc’d my heart before. 

Are clos’d in death, and charm the world no more ; 
Loft are thofe trelfes, that outfhone the morn. 

And pale thofe cheeks, that might the Ikies adorn. 

* Ah, death ! thy hand has cropp’d the faireft flower. 
That Iked its fmiling rays in beauty’s bower , 

Thy dart has lay’d on yonder fable bier 
All my foul lov’d, and all the world held dear 
Celeftial fweetnefs, love-infpiring youth, 

Soft-ey’d benevolence, and white-rob’d truth. 



-j~ Hard fate of man, on whom the heavens beftow 
A drop of pleafure for a fea of woe f 
Ah, life of care, in fears or hopes confirm'd. 

Vain hopes, that wither ere they well have bloom’d ! 
How oft, emerging from the ftiades of night. 

Laughs the gay morn, and fpreads a purple light; 


IMITATIONS. 

E cantar’ augelletti, e fiorir piagge, 

E’n belle donne onefte atti foavi, 

Sono un deferto, e fere afpre e felvagge. 

* Ver. 17. Sonnet. 243. 

Difcolorato ai, morte, il piu bel volto 

Che mai fi vede, e’i plu bcgli occhi fpenti; 

Spirto piu accefo di virtiiti ardenti 

Del piu leggiadro, e piu bel nodo ai fciolto ! 

f Ver. 28. Sonnet. 23.0. 

O noftra vita, ch’e fi bella in villa! 

Com’ perde agevolmente in un’ mattina 
Quel che’n molt’ anni a gran pena s’ acquifta. 







But foon the gathering clouds o’erfhade the Ikies, 
Red lightnings play, and thundering ftorms arife ! 
How oft a day, that fair and mild appears. 

Grows dark with fate, and mars the toil of years ! 

* Not far remov’d, yet hid from diftant eyes. 
Low in her fecret grot a Naiad lies. 

Steep arching rocks, with verdant mofs o’ergrown. 
Form her rude diadem, and native throne : 

There in a gloomy cave her waters deep. 

Clear as a brook, but as an ocean deep. 

Yet, when the waking flowers of April blow, 

And warmer funbeams melt the gather’d fnow ; 
Rich with the tribute of the vernal rains. 

The nymph, exulting, burfts her filver chains ; 

Her living waves in fparkling columns rife. 

And (hine like rainbows to the funny Ikies; 

From cliff to cliff the falling waters roar ; 

Then die in murmurs, and are heard no more. 
Hence, foftly flowing in a dimpled ftream. 

The cryftal Sorga fpreads a lively gleam; 


IMITATIONS. 

* Ver. 33. See a defcription of this celebrated fountain in a poem of Madame Delhoulieres. 
Entre de hauts rochers, dont l’afpe£l. eft terrible, 

Des pres toujours fleuris, des arbres toujours verds, 

Une fource orgueilleufe et pure, 

Dont l’eau fur cent rochers divers 
D'une moufle verte couverts, 

S’epanche, boiullonne, et murmure ; 

Des agneaux bondiflans fur la tendre verdure, 

Et de leurs condudteurs les ruftiques concerts, &c. 
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LAURA, 


From which a thoufand rills in mazes glide. 
And deck the banks with fummer’s gayeft 
Brighten the verdure of the fmiling plains, 
And crown the labour of the joyful fwains 


Fir ft on thefe banks (ah, dream of fhort delight!) 
The charms of Laura ftruck my dazzled light ; 
Charms, that the blifs of Eden might reftore, 

That heaven might envy, and mankind adore. 

I faw—and O ! what heart could long rebel ? 

I faw, I lov’d, and bade the world farewel. 

Where’er fhe mov’d, the meads were frefh and gay, 
And every bower exhal’d the fweets of May ; 

Smooth flow’d the Breams, and foftly blew the gale; 
The rifing flowers impurpled every dale j 
Calm was the ocean, and the fky ferene ; 

An univerfal fmile o’erfpread the fhining fcene: 

But when in death’s cold arms entranc’d fhe lay, 
(*Ah, ever dear, yet ever fatal day !) 

O’er all the air a direful gloom was fpread j 
Pale were the meads, and all their blofioms dead j 
The clouds of April fhed a baleful dew. 

All nature wore a veil of deadly hue. 


Go, plaintive breeze, to Laura's flowery bier, 
Heave the warm figh, and fhed the tender tear. 
There-to the awful fliade due homage pay. 

And foftly thus addrefs the facred clay : 


Ik 


* Laura was firft feen by Petrarch on the fixth of April in the year 132.7 ; and Ihe died 
on the fame day in 1348. 

“ Say, 





“ Where are thofe eyes, which oft the Mufc has fung ? 
“ Where thofe fweet lips, and that enchanting tongue ? 
“ Ye radiant trebles, and thou, nedtar’d fmile; 

Ye looks that might the melting fkies beguile ; 

You robb’d my foul of reft, my eyes of deep j 
You taught me how to love, and how to weep.” 


U 
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"t No ftuub o’erhangs the de'vv-befpangled vale. 
No bloflom trembles to the dying gale. 

No floweret blulhes in the morning rays. 

No ft ream along the winding valley plays. 
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IMITATIONS. 

* Ver. 75. Sonnet* * 260 . 
Quanta invidia ti porto, avara terra, 

Ch* abbracci quella, cui veder m 9 e tolto. 

And Sonnet. 259. 

Ov ? e la fronte, che con picciol cenno 

Volgea ’1 mio core in quefta parte, e’n quella ? 
Ov* e *1 bel ciglio, e Y una e V altra ftella, 

Ch* al corfo del mio viver lume denno ? Sec* 

f Ver. 83. Sonnet. 248* 
No n e fterpe,ne faflb in quefti monti, 

Non ramo o fronda verde in quefte piagge; 
Non fior* in quefte valli, o foglia d’erba ; 

Stilla d’ acque non ven di quefte fonti, 

Ne fiere an quefti bofehi ft felvagge, 

Che non fappian quant 1 e mia pena acerba. 
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Her pale-eyed phantom fwims before my fight, ‘ * 

Sits on the border of each purling rill, f| 

Crowns every bower, and glides o’er every hiih ’■ . *> ' 1 ; iV 4 

•f Flows the loud rivulet down the mountain’s brow ? 

—--■, 


Or pants the Zephyr on the waving bough ? 


IMITATIONS. 

* Ver. 89. Sonnet. 241. 
Or’ in forma di ninfa, o A* altra diva, 

Che del piu chiaro fondp di Sorga efea, 
E pongafi a feder’ in fu la riva: 

Or’ V o veduta fu per Terba frefca 

Calcav’ i fior, corn’ una donna viva, 
Moftrando in vifta, che di me le’ncrefca. 



f Ver. 93. Sonnet. 239. 
Selamentar’augelli, o verdi fronde 
Mover foavemente air aura eftiva, 

O roco mormorar di lucid’ onde 
S’ode d’una fiorita e frefca riva. 

La v* io feggia d’ amor penfofo, e fchriva - 9 
I^ei che’I ciel ne mottro, terra nalconde, 
Veggio, ed odo, ed intendo, ch* ancor viva 
Di fi lontano a’ fofpir miei rifponde. 

Deh ! perche innanzi tempo ti confume ? 

Mi dice con pietate, a che pur verli 
Dagli occhi trifti un dolorofo fiume ? 

Di me non pianger tu *, che miei di ferfi, 
Morendo, eterni, e nelF eterno lame, 
Quando moltrai di chiuder gf occhi, aperiu 
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ler fragrant toil purfues i 
lver-bloilom’f 

wakeful bird, that hails the riling morn ? 
Laura’s voice in many a Toothing note 
Floats through the yielding air, or Teems to float 

“ Why fill thy lighs, Ihe fays, this lonely bower 
“ Why down thy bofom flows this endlefs fhower ? 
“ Complain no morebut hope ere long to meet . 
“ Thy much-lov’d Laura in a happier feat. 

** Here fairer fcenes detain my parted lhade; 

“ Suns that ne’er fet, and flowers that net er fade: 

*« Through cry Ml Ikies I wing my joyous flight, 

“ And revel inieternal blaze of light ; 

“ See all thy wanderings in that vale of tears, 

** And fmile at all thy hopes, at all thy fears : 

"** Death wak’d my foul, that flept in life before, 
t( And op’d thefe brighten’d eyes, to lleep no more. 


She ends : the fates, that will no more reveal. 
Fix on her doling lips their facred feal. 

“ Return, fweet lhade ! I wake, and fondly fay, 

“ O, cheer my gloom with one far-beaming ray 1 
“ Return: thy charms my forrow will difpel, 

** And fnatch my fpirit from her mortal cell j 
Then, mix’d with thine, exulting (he lhall fly, 

** And bound enraptur’d through her native Iky.” 
She comes no more : my pangs more fierce return; 
Tears gulh in dreams, and lighs my bofom*burn. 
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m • LAURA. 

* Ye banks, that oft my weary limbs have bora j . 
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Ye murmuring brooks, that learut of me to mourn , 

Ye birds, that tune with me your plaintive lay $ 

Ye gi^ves, where Love once taught my Heps to flray , 

You, ever fweet and ever fair, renew £ 

Your ftrains melodious, and your blooming hue 
But not in my fad heart can blifs remain, „ 

My heart, the haunt of never-ceahng pain ! 
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Henceforth, to fing in imoothlvr-warbled lays 
The fmiles of youth, and beauty’s heatenly rays,* 


■f- To fee the morn her early charms unfold, 
* Her cheeks of rofes, and her eurls of gold j 




im 


IMITATIONS. 


- —■ - t ' .—, . ~ 

a® m i ISIS 


Jill 


ii 


m 


* Ver. 123. Sonnet* atft. 

Valle, che de* lament! mid fe ? piena; 

Fiume, che fpefib del mio pianger crefci y 
Fere felveftre, vaghi augelli, e pefci, * 

Che V una, e 1* altra verde riva affrena; 

Aria de* miei fofpir* calda e ferena; 

Dolce fentier, che fi amaro riefcij 
Colle, che mi piacefti, or mi rincrefci * 

Ov’ ancor per ufanza Amor mi raena i 
Ben riconofco m voi l’ufate forme. 

Non, laflo, in me, che da fi lieta vifta. 

Son fatto albergo d’infinita tloglia. 
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i- Ver. 133. Sonnet. 251. 

jQuand’ io veggio dal del fcender l’Aurota, 

Con la fronte di rofe, e to’ crin # oro. 


* 


Led 
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To watch the liars, that gild the li 
And view yon orbs in mazy order i 
To hear the tender nightingale 
And warble to the woods her 
No more fliall thefe my penflve fe 
But each gay vifion melts in endlefs 
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•f Nymphs, who in glimmering glades- by 
And ye, who through the liquid cryftal gla 


Clouds, fold me round ; and, gather d darknefs, rife* 
Bear me, ye gales, in death’s foft dumber lay'd; 

And, ye bright realms, receive my fleeting ihade ! 


IMITATIONS. 

* Ver. 135. Sonnet. 272. 
Ne per fereno del it vaghe (telle ; 

Ne per tranquillo mar legnt fpdhiati y 
Ne per campagne catalieri armati; 

Ne per bei bofchi allegre fere e fndl<e> 

Ne d* jifpettato ben friefbfte novdle, 

Ne dir d’Amqpein ftili alti ed oniatr; 

Ne trachiare fontane, e verdlprati 
Dolce cantare onefte donne e belle y 
Nte altro iar& march? al cor m ? aggiunga, 

Si feco il fcppe: quella fepdlire, 

Che fola a gli occlii raiei fuJume e %eglio. 

■ft Ver. 143. Sonnet. 263. 
O vaghi. abitfitor de’ verdi bofchi, 

O Ninfe, e voif che’l frefco erbofo fondo 
Dd liquido criftallo albeiga e pafce. 
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jL/INLEH bulbul kifla fen kim gildi eiami behar, 
Kurdi her bir baghda hengamei hengami behar, 

Oldi fun affhan ana ezhari badarni behar 
Y(h h nufh it kim gicher kalmaz bu eiami behar. 

Yineh enwei flmkufileh bezendi bagh u ragh, M 

Yfh ichun kurdi chichekier fahni gulfhenda <otagh* 


Thou hearefi the tale of the nightingale, €t that the vernal feefon approaches” The Spring has 
fpread a bower of joy in every grove , where the almond-tree feds its fiver bloffoms . Be cheerfulj 
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be full of mirth; for the Spring paffes foon away: it will not laf. 

The groves and hills are again adorned with all forts of fowers: a pavilion of rofes , as the feat 
of pleafure, is raifed [in the garden . Who knows which of us be alive wkm the fair feafon 
ends? Be cheerful } 
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Who knows what 
When ruder gufts .(hall 1 
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Ev’n death. 
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Be guy : too foon the flowers of J 
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The tulip now its varied hue dffpl 
And fheds, like Ahmad’s eye, celeilial 
Ah, nation ever faithful, ever true, 

The joys of youth, while May invites, purfu 
Will not thefe notes your timorous minds perfuade ? 
Be gay : too foon the flowers of Spring will fade. 
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The fparkling dewdrops o’er the lilies play. 
Like orient pearls, or like the beams of day. 

If love and mirth your wanton thoughts engage. 
Attend, ye nymphs! (a poet’s words are fage). 
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Kim bilur ol behareh dek kih u kim ola fagh ? 
Yfh u nufh it kim gicher kalmaz bu eiami behar. 

Tarafi gulfhen nun Ahmed birleh maktmaldur, 
Sebzelerinda fehabeh lalehi kheirulaldur, 

Hei Mohammed ummeti waktf huzuri haidur. 
Yfh u nufh it kim gicher kalmaz bu eiami behar. 
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Kildi ftiebnem yineh jeuherdari tighi fufeni, 

Zhalehlev aldi hewai doiyile Ieh gulfhene, 

’ . # * , 

The edge of the bower is filed with the light of Ahmed: among the plants the fortunate tulips 
reprefent his companions - Come, 0 people of Mohammed, jhis is the feafon of merriment . Be 
cheerful, feV. 

Again the dew glitters on the leaves of the lily, like the water of a bright fcymitar . The dewdrops 
fall through the air on the garden of rofes . Lifen to me, Itjten to me, if thou deftrefl to be delighted; 
Be cheerful, &c; 


mMmm ft •• 
fe jM llw 




g« 

mi 


While 


HR 

■ V Sf jjj 




m^^mS 









i^^^ ^^ »i^, : |. ,, t i 

'm . * 

■ .w tii ilfr Mif-*" fnfrliB^ iii«Wllliiniffff 1 *^ 

liWiil. ATOR o S H GDE .Sii^^ 

wn , ' 'ft t .;. .1 , M , 1(t 

Wh,le thus you fit beneath the tanking tote 
Be gay : too foon the flowers of Spring Will hide. 
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I he frefh blown role like /etneb s cheek appears, 
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When pearls, like dewdrops, glitter in her ears. 

The charms of youth at once aye fe?ft and pa ft ; 

And nature fays, <c They are too fweet to laft.” 

So blooms the rofe ; and fo the blufhing maid ! 

Be gay: too fooh the flowers of Spring will fade, 6 V6*;dV>6 ; 6 
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See yon anemonies their leaves unfold. 

With rubies flaming, and with living gold S 
While cryftal fhowers from weeping clouds defee rid. 
Enjoy the prefence of thy tuneful friend. 
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Gher temafha ilfeh makflidun beni efleh beni. 

Yfli u nuih it kim gicher kalm:. mi b<?har* 

Rukhleri rengin giuzellar dur gidilebdaJehlar, 
Kim kulaklarineh durlu jeulier afiorufh. zhafefelar, 
Aldanup fanma ki bunlar boileh bafei kateWar. 
Yfh u uufli it kim gicher kaimaz- bu eia«>i'belrar* 
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Guliftanda gtorunin Jaleh u gul naoman leh 
* Btfghda kait 'aldi ihemfun nifliteri h$xm leh. 


The ro/es and tulips are like the bright cheeks of beaut fufnmds, in nvhofe ears the pearls hang 
like drops of dew* Deceive not thyfef by thinking that'thefe chapms will have, a> long duration. Be 
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tfaeirfuf, £aV. : ;66,_6 |'• \ : jUi Mid6.6 

Tulips, rofes, ami anemonies, appear in the gardens the. Jhowen and tie funbeams , like jharp 
lumetSy tinge the.bflttk, *w$ the etdgur f blood. Spend this. deq.jngmaUp with thp friends » like a * 
prudent, man. Be cheerful, &c, 








The plants no more are dried, the 
more the rofe-bud hangs her peniiVe 1 
The flirubs revive in valleys, meads, aftd bower-. 

And every ftalk is diadem'd with dowers; 

In filken robes each hillock (lands array'd. '■ 

Be gay : too foon the flowers of Spring will fade. 

Clear drops each morn impearl the rofe’s bloom. 

And from its leaf the Zephyr drinks perfume; « 

The dewy buds expand their lucid ftore : 


is our wealth : ye damfels, aik nef more. 
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(ajbu ilemi kliofh gior bu giun yaran leh, 

Yfh u nufh it kim gicher kalmaz bu eiami bchar. 

Gitti ol demler ki olup febzeler fahifi ferafti, 
Gur>^heh fikri gulfhcnunqjmtfhdi bagherinda baili, 
Gildi bit dem kim karardi' laleh lerle dagh u tafh, 
Yfh u nufh it kim gicher kalmaz bu eiami beliar. 

Ebr gulzari ufluneh her fubh goher banker), 

Nefhei badi ieher por nafei tatariken: 

# .^phafil olmeh alemun mahbublighi wariken. 

Yfh u nufh it kim gicher kalmaz bu eiami behar. 
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The thru tepefied tn -which theplants were fmh f and the rofi-bttd hurtg its thaughtfubhead oh its 
bofm. The feafon comes in which mountains and roch arc coloured with tulips. Be cheerful tsV. 

Each morning the clouds[bed gems over the rofe-garden: the breath of the gate is full of Tartarian 

> of the world. Be cheerful) &c. 
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The dewdrops, fprinkled by the mufk 
Are chang’d to eflence ere they reach t' 

The mild blue a rich pavilion jfprcau. 

Without our labour, o’er our favour’d heads. 

Let others toil in war, in arts, or trade. 

Be gay: too foon the flowers of Spring will fade. 

Late gloomy winter chill'd the fallen air, v ,, 
Till Soliman arofe, and gll was fair. 

Soft in his rrign the notes of love refound, 

And pleafure’s rofy cup goes freely round. 

Here on the bank, which mantling vines o'erihade 

fa 

Be gay: too foon the flowers of fpring will fade. 
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Buyi gulzar itti fholdenlu hewai mufhknab 
Kim yereh inengeh olur ketrei fhebncrUf gulab- 
Cherkh otak kurdi guliitan uftuneh giuniik fehab. 
Yfli u nufh it kirn gicher kalmaz bu ciami behar. 

Guliftanun her ne fen aldi fiah badi khuzan, 

Adi idup bir bir ile'n ward! yineh fhahi jelian. 
Deuletinda badehier kam oldi fakii kamran. 

Yfh u nufh it kim gicher kalmaz bu ciami behar.' 
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The fweefhefs of the bower has made the air Jo fragrant, that the dew, before it falls, is changed 
into rof e-water, TheJky fpreads a pavilion of bright clouds over the garden « Be cheerful, &c. 

Whoever thou art, know that the black gtejls of autumn had feized the garden ; but the king of thi 
world again appeared difpenftng jujlice to all: m his reign the happy cupbearer defied and obtained the 
flowing wine * Be cheerful, isfc* » . 
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Love bids him ling, and Love will be obey'd- 
Be gay: too loon the flowers of Spring will fade. 
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Omerem buleh, Mefihi, bu merbai ifhtihar, 
Elilene ola bu charabru u giuizeller yadgar, 
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Yfh u nulh it kim gicher kahnaz bu eiami bebar. 




By theftfiraim 1 hoped to celebrate this delightful valleymay they he a memorial to its inhabitants , 
and remind them of this affembly, and thefefair maids! Thou art a nightingale -with afweet voice , 
O Mefth't, when thou waliejl with the damfels, whofe cheeks are like rofes . Be cheerful { be full of 
mirths for the Spring pajfes foots away: it will not loft. 
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PERVIGILIUM VENERIS. 
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A^LITES audis loquaces per nemora, per arbutos. 
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Dulce luget per virentes mollis aura amygdalas : 

Nunc amandum eft, nunc bibendum floreum ver fugit, abit! 




Ecce jam flores refulgent gemmeis honor ibus, 

Quique prata, quique faltus, quique fylvulas amant ; 

Quis fcit an nox una nobis dormienda a*terna fit ? 

Nunc amandum eft, nunc bibendum ; floreum ver fugit, abit! 

Qaantus eft nitor rofarum ! quantus hyacinthi decor 1 
Non ocellus, cum renidet, eft puella; laetior: 

Hie levi dies amori eft, hie voluptati facer: 

Nunc amandum eft, nunc bibendum; floreum ver fugit, abit! 

Ecce baccatas recentis guttulae roris micant. 

Per genam rofae cadentes, perque mite lilium: 

Auribus gratum, puellae, fit meum veftris melos ; 

Nunc amandum eft, nunc bibendum; floreum ver fugit, abit f 









mm: 


■ ■ 




M| 


Mat 



— - 


OAICMiliN lUKUbUM. 

Jt rofa in prato refulget, fic teres virgo nitet, 
sc onufta margaritis, ilia roris gemmulis : 
lc perenne vel puellae vel rofae fperes decus. 

Nunc ainandum eft, nunc bibendum; floreum ver fugit, abit! 
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Afpice, ut rofeta ami&u difcolori fplendeant, 


Fervidos inter fodales da voluptati diem. 

Nunc amandum eft, nunc bibendum; floreum ver fugit, abit! 




Jam fitu deformis negro non jacet rofae calyx; 

Ver adeft, ver pingit hortos purpurantes floribus, 

Perque faxa, perque colles, perque lucos emicat: 

Nunc amandum eft, nunc bibendum; floreum ver fugit, abit! 
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Ecce, per rofa; papillas fuave rident guttulae, 

Quas odorifer refolvit lenis aurae fpiritus ; 

Hae pyropis, hae fmaragdis cariores Indicis. 

Nunc amandum eft, nunc bibendum; floreum ver fugit, abit! 


Is tenellis per vireta fpirat c rofis odor, 

Ut novum ftillans amomum ros in herbas decidat, 
Suavfc olentibus coronans lacrymis conopeum. 


Nunc amandum eft, nunc bibendum ; floreum ver fugit, abit! 


Acris olim cum malignis faeviit ventis hyems j 
Sed rofeto, folis inftar, regis affulfit nitor ; 

Floruit nemus repente, dulce manavit merum : 

Nunc amandum eft, nunc bibendum ; floreum ver fugit, abit ! 
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CARMEN TUROICUM. 


His iners mod is, Mefihi, meUeam aptabas chelyn j 
Yeris ales eft poeta; verna cantat gaudia, 

Et rofas carpit tepentes e puellarum genis. 

Nunc amandum eft, nitnc bibendum; floreum ver fugit, 
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ITh E following paftora! was written in the year 1 762 ; but the author, 
finding forae tolerable paflages in it, was induced to corred it afterwards, 
and to give it a place in this colledtion. He took the hint of it from an 
allegory of Mr. Addifon, in the thirty- fecond paper of the Guardian; 
which is fet down in the margin, that the reader may fee where he has 
copied the original, and where he has deviated from it. In this piece* 
as it now Hands, Menalcas, king of the Ihepherds, means Theocritus, 
the moil ancient, and perhaps the bed:, writer of paftorals : and by his 
two daughters. Daphne and Hyla, muft be underftood the two forts of 
paftoral poetry j the one elegant and poliflied, the other fimple and 
unadorned ; in both of which he excelled. Virgil, whom Pope chiefly 
followed, feems to have borne away the palm in the higher fort; and 
Spenfer, whom Gay imitated with fuccefs, had equal merit in the more 
ruftick ftyle : thefe two poets, therefore, may juftly be fuppofed in this 




allegory to have inherited his kingdom of Arcadia. 
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ARCADIA. 








.N thofe fair plains, where glittering 
His wanton labyrinth o’er fands of gold, 

Menalcas reign’d : from Pan his lineage came; 

Rich were his vales, and deathlefs was his fame. 
When youth impeU’d him, and when love infpir’d, 
The liftening nymphs his Dorick lays admir’d: 

To hear his notes the fwains with rapture flew; 

A fofter pipe no fhepherd ever blew. 

But now, opprefs’d beneath the load of age, 

Belov’d, refpedled, venerable, fage, 

* Of heroes, demigods, and gods he fung ; 

His reed neglected on a poplar hung : 

Yet all the rules, that young Arcadians keep. 

He kept, and watch’d each morn his bleating fheep. 


IMITATIONS. 

Guardian, N° 32. 

In ancient times there dwelt in a pleafant vale of Arcadia a man of very ample pofleffions, 




named Menalcas, who, deriving his pedigree from the god Fan, kept very ftriclly up to the 
rules of the paftoral life, as it was in the golden age. 
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* This couplet alludes to the higher Idyllia of Theocritus; as the tU nroAifuzic,, the 

At itrMfM, and others, which arc of the heroick kind. 


Two 
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And, fann’d by Zephyrs, floated on the air; 

Green were her bufleins, green the veft fhe wore. 
And in her hand a knotty crook the bore. 

-f* The voice of Daphne might all pains difarm ; 
Yet, heard too long, its fweetnefs ceas’d to charm : 
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Two lovely daughters were his deareft care j 
Both mild as May, and both as April fair: 

Love, where they mov’d, each youthful bread: inflam’d i 
And Daphne this, and Hyla that was nam’d. 

* The fird was bathful as a blooming bride. 

And all her mien difplay’d a decent pride j 
Her treflfes, braided in a curious knot. 

Were clofe confin’d, and not a hair forgot ; 

Where many a flower, in myflick order plac’d, 

With myrtle twin’d, her lilken fillet grac’d j 
Nor with lefs neatnefs was her robe dilpos’d. 

And every fold a pleafing art difclos’d ; 

Her landals of the brighted filk were made. 

And, as die walk’d, gave luflre to the /hade 
A graceful eafe in every flep was feen. 

She mov’d a /hepherdefs, yet look’d a queen. 

Her fifier fcorn’d to dwell in arching bowers, 


But 


IMITATIONS. 

* He had a daughter, his only child, called Amaryllis. She was a virgin of a molt en¬ 
chanting beauty, of a molt eafy and unaffected air; but, having been bred up wholly in the 
country, was bafhful to the laft degree. 

t SIie had a voice that was exceedingly fweet; yet had a rufticity in her tone, which, how¬ 
ever, to mo ft who heard her feemcd an addit ional charm. Though in her converfation in 

general 



But none were tir’d when artlefs Hy! 
Though fomething ruftick warbled 



Thus both in beauty grew, and both in fame. 
Their manners different, yet their charms the 
The young Arcadians, tuneful from their birth. 

To love devoted, and to rural mirth. 

Beheld, and fondly lov’d the royal maids. 

And fung their praife in valleys, lawns, and glades; 
From morn to lateff eve they wept, and figh’d ? 
And lomefor Daphne, fome for Hyla, died : 

Each day new prefents to the nymphs they bore. 
And in gay order fpread the fhining Store;' 


With ebon knots, and ftuds of filver, wrought; 

Some led in flowery bands the playful fawn. 

Or bounding roe, that fpurn’d the grafly lawn; 

The reft on nature's blooming gifts relied, 

And rais’d their flender hopes on beauty’s pride: 

But the coy maids, regardlefs of their pain. 

Their vows derided, and their plaintive ftrain. 

Hence fome, whom love with lighter flames had fir’d. 
Broke their foft flutes, and in defpair retir’d ? 
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And found a kinder Daphne in the vale. 








IMITATIONS. 
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general fhe was ver y engaging, yet to her lovers, who were numerous, {he was fo coy, that 
many left her in difguft after a tedious ccurtfhip, and matched themfelres where they were 
better received. 






mm 


wBw $' j IP Mlmm 

.»s|pgi ipaiiafS's 

, 481 ®? 

I mMflmmm $iSM ■ 1 H1 


. 

J®ll 

’ A ’V: ■ iV/ / ' " 


m 


{i|||| 

e . 

^ > 




i 

V 





There hail’d in fprightly notes 


Menalcas, whom the larks with many a lay 
Had call’d from Humber at the dawn of day. 

By chance was roving through a bordering dale. 

And heard the fwains their youthful woes bewail. 

He knew the caufe; for long his prudent mind ‘ > 

To footh their cares indulgently defign’d • 

Slow he approach’d j then wav'd his awful band. 

And, leaning on his crook, addrefs'd the liftening band: 

Arcadian fhepherds, to my words attend ! 

In filence hear your monarch, and your friend. 

Your fruitlefs pains, which none can clifapprove, 

Excite my pity, not my anger move. 

Two gentle maids, the folace of my age. 

Fill all my foul, and all my care engage ; 

When death ftiall join me to the pale-ey’d throng. 

To them my fylvan empire will belong; 

But, left with them the royal line ftiould fail. 

And civil difcord fill this happy vale, 

Two choien youths the beauteous nymphs muft wed 
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'* * So may the fwains our ancient laws obey, 
And all Arcadia own their potent fway. 


IMITATIONS. . 

* For Menalcas had not only rcfolved to take a fon-in-law, who fhould inviolably maintain 
the cuftoms of his family ; but had received one evening, as he walked in the fields, a pipe of 
vol. iv. 3 an 
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That all deferve, yet cannot all obtain. 

Hear then my tale r as late, by fancy led 
To fteep Cyllene’s ever-vocal head, 

With winding fteps I wander’d through the wood. 
And pour’d wild notes, a Faun before me flood; 

A flute he held, which as he foftly blew. 

The feather’d warblers to the found he drew ; 

Then to my hand the precious gift confign’d. 

And laid, ** Menalcas, eafe thy wondering mind : 

“ This pipe, on which the god of fhepherds play’d, 

“ When love inflam’d him, and the -j- viewlels maid, 
** Receive : ev’n Pan thy tuneful fkill confefs’d, 

“ And after Pan thy lips will grace it bell. 

“ Thy daughter’s beauty every bread infpires, 

“ And all thy kingdom glows with equal fires: 

** But let thofe favour’d youths alone fucceed, 

“ Who blow with matchlefs art this heavenly reed.’ 
* This faid, he disappear'd. Then hear my will: 

Be bold, ye lovers, and exert your fkill $ 
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IMITATIONS. 

an antique form from a Faun, or, as fome fay, from Oberon the Fairy, with a particular 
charge, not to bellow his daughter on any one who could not play the fame tune upon it as at 
that time he entertained him with. 

# When the time that he defigned to give her in marriage was near at hand, he publifhed a 
decree, whereby he invited the neighbouring youths to make trial of this mufical inftrument, 
with promife, that the viftor Ihould poflefs his daughter on condition that the vanquifhed 
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He, for our favour, and our throne unfit, 

To feme difgraceful penance mu ft fubmit/ 

He ends; the fliepherds at his words rejoice. 

And praife their fovereign with a grateful voice. 

Each twain believes the lovely prize his own, Sf V 

And fits triumphant on th’ ideal throne ; 

Kind Vanity their want of art fupplies, 

And gives indulgent what the Mufe denies; 


Gay veils and flowery garlands each 
And each the drefs, that inks 
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Now deeper bluihes ting’ 

And evening rais’ 

When, in a bower by Ladon’j 
Where not a ftar could dart his 
So thick the curling eg 
With woodbines join’d 
The father of the blooming nymphs reclin’d. 
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Ihould fubmit to what punifhment he thought fit to inflict* Thole, who were not yet dif- 
couraged, and had high conceits of their own worth*, appeared on die appointed day, in a 
drefs and equipage fuitabk to their refpe&ive fancies. The place of meeting was a flowery 

meadow. 
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Shone like two flowers in fummer’s faireft pride ; 
The fwains before them crouded in a ring, 
Prepar’d to blow the flute, or fweetly fing. 




Firft, in the midft a graceful youth arofe. 
Born in thofe fields where cryftal Mele flows: 
His air was courtly, his complexion fair ; 
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And rich perfumes fhed iweetnefs from his hair. 

That o’er his ihoulder wav’d in flowing curls, 

With rofes braided, and inwreatb’d with pearls; 

A wand of cedar for his crook he bore ; 

His flender foot th’ Arcadian fandal wore. 

Yet that fo rich, it feem’d to fear the ground. 

With beaming gems and filken ribbands bound; 

The plumage of an oftrich grac’d his head. 

And with embroider’d flowers his mantle was o’erfpread. 
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IMITATIONS, 


meadkiw, through which a clear ftream murmured in many irregular meanders. The (hep- 
herds made a fpacious ring for the contending lovers; and in one part of it there fat upon a 
little throne of turf, under an arch of eglantine and woodbines, the father of the maid, and at 
his right hand the damfel crowned with rofes and lilies. She wore a flying robe of a flight 
green fluff; flie had a fheephook in one hand, and the fatal pipe in the other. The firft who 
approached her was a youth of a graceful prefence and a courtly air, but drefied in a richer 
habit than had ever been feeu in Arcadia. He wore a crimfon veft, cut, indeed, after the {hep- 
herd's fafhion, but fo enriched with embroidery, and fparkling with jewels, that the eyes 
of the fpeclators were diverted from confidering the mode of the garment by the dazzling of 
the ornaments. His head was covered with a plume of feathers, and his fheephook glittered 
with gold and enamel. He applied the pipe to his lips, and began a tune, which he fet off 

with 








* He fung the darling of 
Fall’ll in his prime on 
When weeping graces left the faded plair 
And tun'd their firings to elegiack ftrains,* 
While mourning Loves the tender burden bore, 
u Adonis, fair Adonis, charms no more.” 

The theme difpleas’d the nymph, 

The tales of fimple fhepherds lov’d to hear. 
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in advance, hto 


The maids and youths, who faw the fwain advance. 
And take the fatal pipe, prepar’d to dance: 


So wildly, fo afFe&edly, he play’d. 

His tune fo various and uncouth he made. 

That not a dancer could in cadence move, 

And not a nymph the quaver’d notes approve: 

They broke their ranks, and join’d the circling train. 
While burfts of laughter founded o’er the plain. 
Menalcas rais’d his hand, and bade retire 
The filken courtier from th’ Arcadian choir: 

Two eager fhepherds, at the king’s command. 

Rent his gay plume, and fnapp’d his polifh’d wand ; 
They tore his veft, and o’er his bofom threw 
£ weed of homely grain and ruflet hue ; 
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IMITATIONS. 


with fo many graces and quavers, that the Ihepherds and Ihepherdefles, who had paired them- 
felves in order to dance, could not follow it j as indeed it required great fkill and regularity 
of fteps, which they had never been bred to. Menalcas ordered him to be dripped of his 
coftly robes, and to be clad in a ruflet weed, and to tend the flocks in the valleys for a year 
and a day. 


NOTE. 

* See Bion, Mofchus, &c. 
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L nd fcornful drove him. 
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.’here doom’d to rove, deferred rmd fori 
Till thrice the moon had arc' - ’ J 
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* The next that rofe, and took th- 
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Was wrapp’d ungraceful in a ford 
A ihaggy hide was o’er his flioulc 
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And wreaths of noxious darnel bound 1 




Unihorn his beard, and tangled was his hair, 
He rudely walk’d, and thus addrefs’d the fair: 
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“ My kids I fondle, and my lambs I ki 
t, fweet maid, a more < 
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The damfels blufh with anger and difc 
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To Pan in filence, and to Love, they pray, 


And turn it 
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To make his mufick hateful as his lay. 

The gods aflent: the flute he roughly takes. 
And fcarce with pain a grating murmur makes; 
But when in jarring notes he forc’d his long, 
Jufl: indignation fir’d the rural throng: 
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* The fecond that appeared was in a very different garb- He was cloathed in a garment 
of rough goat-fkins, his hair was matted, his beard negle&cd $ in his perfon uncouth, and 
awkward in his gait. He came up fleering to the nymph, and told her, u He had hugged 
** his lambs, and Hfled his young kids, but he hoped to kifs one that was Tweeter / 5 The lair 
one blufhed with modetty and anger, and prayed feeretly againfl: him as flie gave him the pipe. 
He (hatched k from her, but with great difficulty made it found j which was in fuch harfh 
and jarring notes, that the fhepherds cried one and ah that he underftood no nuifick. He 
was immediately ordered to the moft craggy parts of Arcadia to keep the goats, and com¬ 
manded never to touch a pipe any more* 
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watchful heralds, at Menalcas’ 
irfued the rudick with a vei 
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to the ring a portly fwain advanc'd 
neither wholly walk’d, nor wholly 
Yet mov’d in pain, fo clofe his crimfon veil 
Was clalp’d uneafy o’er his draining bread : 
t “ Fair nymph, faid he, the rofe, which you wear, 

“ Your charms improve not, but their own impair.” 

The maids, unus’d to flowers of eloquence. 

Smil’d at the words, but could not guefs their f 
When in his hand the facred reed he took, 

Long time, he view’d it with a penfive look; 

Then gave it breath, and rais’d a ihriiler note 
Than when the bird of morning fweils his throat 
Through every interval, now low, now high. 

Swift o’er the dops his fingers feem’d to fly: 
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* The third that advanced appeared in clothes that were fo ftrait anduueafy to him, that 

he feemed to move in pain* He marched up to the maiden with a thoughtful look, and ftately 
pace, and faid, (r Divine Amaryllis, you wear not thofe rofes to improve your beauty, Imt to 
“ make them afhamed.” As (he did not comprehend his meaning, fhe prefented the inftru- 
ment without reply. The tune that he played was fo intricate and perplexing, that the (hep- 
herds (food (till like people aftomfhed and confounded. 




NOTE. 

f See Taflo, Guarini, Fontenellc, Camoens, Garcihifo, and Lope de la Vega > and other writers of 
paftorals in Italian, French, Portuguefe, and Spamfln 
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The youths, who heard fuch mufick with furpnze, 
Gaz’d on the tuneful bard with wondering eyes: 
He faw with fecret pride their deep amaze, 

Then faid, * “ Arcadia fhall refound my praife, 
And every dime my powerful art Audi own ; 
This, this, ye fwains, is melody alone : 

To me Amphion taught the heavenly Brains, 
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Amphion, born on rich Hefperian plains.” 

r ■ i r 

To whom Menalcas : ** Stranger, we admire 

“ Thy notes melodious, and thy rapturous fire? , ; 

But ere to thefe fair valleys thou return, 

} f 

Adopt our manners, and our language learn: * ; , 

Some aged ihepherd ihall thy air improve, smm 
" And tcach ,hce how to and how to'move.” 

+ Soon to the b ft wer a model) (tripling q^ne. 

Paired of fwains ; and 1 Tityrus his name : 

Mild was his look, an eafy grace he iliow’d, 

And o’er his beauteous limbs a decent mantle flow’d: 

An 
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ompofed by the moft Ikilful 
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him/ and delivered him to an old fhepherd, who was ordered to get him clothes that would lit 
him, and teach him how to fpeak plain. 


* In vain did he plead that it was the perfe&ion of mufick cc_ _ r __„_ 

matter of Hefperia. Menalcas, finding that he was a flranger, hofpitably took compaflion on 
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f The fourth that ftepped forward was young Amyntas, the moft beautiful of ail the Arca¬ 
dian fwains, and fccretly beloved by Amaryllis. He wore that day the fame colours as the 
maid for whom he ftghed. He moved towards her with an eafy, but unaffured, air: ftie 
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J: The name fuppofed to be taken by Virgil in his fir ft paftoraL 
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Felt ftrange defires, and pains unknown 
He now begins; the dancing hills attend. 

And knotty oaks from mountain-tops defcend : 

He lings of fwains beneath the beechen lhade> 

* When lovely Amaryllis fill’d the glade; 

Next, in a fympathiztng iay, complains 
Of love unpitied, and the lover’s pains : 

But when with art the hallow’d pipe he blew, 

What deep attention hufh’d the rival crew ! 

He play’d fo fweetly, and fo fweetly fung. 

That on each note th’ enraptur’d audience hung; 

Ev’n blue-hair’d nymphs, from Ladon’s limpid ftream. 
Rais’d their bright heads, and liilen’d to the theme ; 
Then through the yielding waves in tranfport glanc’d 
Whilft on the banks the joyful ihepherds danc’d : 

* f We oft, faid they, at clofe of evening flowers, 

** Have heard fuch mufick in the vocal bowers: 
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IMITATIONS. 

bluflied as he came near her; and when (he gave him the fatal prefent, they both trembled^ 
but neither could fpeak. Having fecretly breathed his vows to the gods, he poured forth fuch 
melodious notes, that, though they were a little wild and irregular, they filled every heart with 
delight. The fwains immediately mingled in the dance y and the old (hepherds affirmed, 
that they had often heard fuch mufick by night, which they imagined to be played by fome of 
the rural deities. 
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* Forraofam refonare doces Amaryllida fylvam. Vtrg. 
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“ And touch'd his harp, to charm Tome morta 

He ended ; and as rolling billows loud 
His praife refounded from the circling croud. 

The clamorous tumult foftly to compofe. 

High in the rriidft the plaintive * Colin rofe, 

Born on the lilied banks of royal Thame, 

Which oft had rung with Rofalinda’s name > 

Fair, yet negle&ed j neat, yet unadorn’d > 

The pride of drefs, and flowers of art, he loom'd■ 
And, like the nymph who fir’d his youthful bread:, 
Green were his bulk ins, green his fimple veft.: 


green his fimple veil •: 
With carelefs eafe his ruftick lays he fung. 

And melody flow’d fmoothly from his tongue : 

Of June’s gay fruits and AuguIt's corn he told. 

The bloom of April, and December’s cold j 
J- The loves of Ihepherds, and their harmlefs cheer 
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Now on the flute with equal grace he play’d. 


The Ikilful dancers to his accents mov’d, 
And every voice his eafy tune- ,J 
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* Colin is th t name that Spenfcr takes in his paftorals j and Rofalinda is that under which he cele¬ 
brates his mlftrds. 

| Sf»e the Shepherd’s Kaltndar, 
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Ev'n Hyla, blooming maid, admir’d th< 
While through her bofom ihot a pleafing 

Now all were 



Pale were their cheeks, and full of te; 
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Menalcas, rifing from his flowery feat, 
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Thus, with a voice maj 
Addrefs’d th’ attentive throng: “ Arcadia 
** The iky grows dark, and beamy itars 
u Haile to the vale; the bridal bowc 
4t And hail with joy Menalcas' tuneful heir. 

** Thou, Tityrus, of fwains the pride and grace, 
Shall clafp foft Daphne in thy fond embrace : 

41 And thou, young Colin, in thy willing arms 
*“ Shalt fold my Hyla, fair in native charms: 

4 ‘ O’er thefe fweet plains divided empire hold, 

** And to your lateil race tranfmit an age of gold. 

44 What fplendid viiions rife before my light, 

“ And fill my aged bofom with delight! 

** * Henceforth of wars and conqueft ihall you ling, 
“ Arms and the Man in every clime iliall ring: 
“ Thy mufe, bold Manx Tityrus no more, 

“ Shall tell of chiefs that left the Phrygian ihore, 

“ Sad Dido’s love, and Venus’ wandering fon, 

“ The Latians vanquish'd, and Lavinia won. 

** And thou, O Colin, heaven-defended youth, 

** Shalt hide in fi<flion’s veil the charms of truth * 
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' NOTE. 

’* This prophecy of Menalcas alludes to the /Eneid of Virgilj and the Fairy-Queen of Spenfer. 
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•f While thus with mirth they tun’d the nuptial 
A youth, too late, was haftening o’er the plain. 
Clad in a flowing veft of azure hue ; 
t Blue were his ^ndals, and his girdle blue: 

A Have, ill-drefs’d and mean, behind him bore 
An ofier-bafcet, fil'd with fiihy ftore , 


The lobfler with his 






* The good old man leaped from his throne, and, after he had embraced him, prefented 
« » , ‘ r 
him to his daughter, which caufed a general acclamation. 

t While they were in the midft of their joy, they were furprifed with a very odd appear¬ 
ance. A perfon, in a blue mantle, crowned with.ledges and ruihes, ftepped into die midft of 
the ring. He had an angling rod in his hand, a pannier upon his back} and a poor meagre 
wretch in wet clothes carried fome oyfters before hinu Being alked, whence he came, and 




NOTE. 

J See Sannazam, Ongaro, Phincas Fletcher, and other writers of pifeatory edogues. 
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With all the race that Teas or ftreams fupply; 
A net artel angle o'er his fhoulder hung : 

Thus was the ftranger clad, and thus he fung: 
“ Ah ! lovely damfel, leave thy Ample fheep ; 
“ ’Tis fweeter in the fea-worn rock to deep: 
** There lhall thy line the fcaly fhoals betray, 
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To guide o'er rolling waves the dancing fkiff 
Or pluck the famphirc from th’ impending cliff : 
** My rapturous notes the blue-ey’d Nereids praife, 
“ And filver-footed Naiads hear my lays." 

“ To them, Menalcas faid, thy numbers pour ; 

* f Infult our flocks and blifsful vales no more." 
Heipoke.; the heralds knew their fovereign's will. 
And hurl’d the fifher down the Hoping hill.; 


IMITATIONS. 

what he was, he told .them he was come to invite Amaryllis from the plains to the fea-fhore j 
that his fubflance confifted in lea-calves ; and that he was acquainted with the Nereids and 
Naiads, f Art thou acquainted with die Naiads?” faid Menalcas* “to them fh a It thou re¬ 
turn.” The fhepherds immediately hoifted him up as m enemy to Arcadia, and plunged lum 
in the river, where he funk, and was never heard of fince. 


: V,-/ . , *■. note. 

* VetwSs heart and Verm's ear are the names of two very beautiful Shells. 
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Headlong he plung’d beneath the liquid ph 
(But not a nymph receiv'd the falling fwaii 

J 1 a 

Then, dropping, rofe ; and, like the rufhing \ 


Impetuous fled, nor call; a look behind :: 

* He fought the poplar 1 d banks of windi n " 101 











But Ihunn d the meads where Ladon $ waters 

■ . r) \ V,. v./ 

•f* Ere through nine radiant figns the flaming fi 
His courfe refplendent in the Zodiack run 
The royal damfels, bafhful now no more. 

Two lovely boys on one glad morning bore 
From blooming Daphne fair Alexis fprung. 

And Colinet on Hyla’s bofom hung j 
Both o’er the vales of fweet Arcadia reign’d. 

And both the manners of their fires retain’d: 

J Alexis, fairer than a morn of May, 

In glades and forefts tun’d his rural lay 
More foft than rills that through the valley flow 
Or vernal gales that o’er the violets blow; 

He fung the tender woes of artlefs fwains. 

Their tuneful contefts, and their amorous pains 1 


IMITATIONS. 

t Amyntas anti Amaryllis lived a long and happy life, and governed the vales of Arcadia. 

Their generation was very long-lived, there having been but four defcents in above two 

‘ - 

thouiand years. His heir was called Theocritus, who left his dominions to Virgil. Virgil 
left his to his fon Spehfer, and Spenfer was fucceeded by his eldeft-born Philips, 


NOTES. 

* This alludes to the Latin competitions of Sannasiarius; which have great merit in their kind, 

} See Pope’s pa florals. 

When 
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When early fpring has wak’d the breathing flowers. 

Or winter hangs with froft the filvery bowers : 
f Bat Colinet in ruder numbers tells 
The loves of ruftieks, and fair-boding (pells ; 

Sings how they Amply pafs the livelong day, 

And foftly mourn, or innocently play. 
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Since them no lhepherd rules th’ Arcadian mead. 

But (ilent hangs Menalcas* ~ 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 
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a Latin poem of 

Vida, entitled Scacchia Lir»us, which was tranftated into Italian 
by Marino, and inferted in the fifteenth Canto of his Adonis : the 
author thought it fair to make an acknowledgment in the notes t< 
the paflages which he borrowed from thofe two poets; but he mu 
alfo do them the juftice to declare, that moft of the defcriptions, 
and the whole ftory of Ca'ifla, which is written in imitation of Ovid, 
are his own, and their faults muff be imputed to him only The 
characters in the poem are no lefs imaginary than thofe in the 
epifode j in which the invention of Chefs is poetically afcribed to 
Mars, though it is certain that the game was originally brought 
from India. 
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Sing, fportlve maids, that haunt the facred hill 
Of Pindus, and the fam'd Pierian rill. 

*•{- Thou, joy of all below, and all above, 

Mild Venus, queen of laughter, queen of love ; 
Leav£ thy bright illand, where on many a rofc 
And. mahy a pink thy blooming train repofe : 
Affijfl me, goddefs! fince a lovely pair 
Command my fong, like thee divinely fair. 


■ 


I vmSM 


•• ' ' b ' v ■ 

>:b }, v v * ^ ‘ i " *i' 


•rv.- 5 Kb 


ira 


MH 




mm 

rnmfm 


* » 

Near yon cool dream, whofe living waters play. 
And rife tranflucent in the folar ray j 
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IMITATIONS. 


* Ludimus effigiem belli, fimulataque veris 
Prxlia, buxo acies fi&as, et ludicra regna: 

Ut gemini inter fe reges, albufque nigerque, 

Pro iaude oppofiti certent bicoloribus armis. 
Dicite, SeriadesS Nymphae, certamina tanta. 

f iEneadum genitrix, hominum divumque voluptas, 
Alma Venus! &c. 
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Lucretius. 
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Beneath the covert of a 
Where fpriugs &f. inf 
Two Imiling nymphs rechn d in 
And ehvying bloffoms crowded 
Here Delia was enthron’d, and by her iidt 
The fweet Sirena, both in beauty’s pride : 
Thus Ihine two rofes, frefli with early bloom, 
That from their native ftalk difpenfe perfume ; 
Their leaves unfolding; to the dawning- day 

6 t> J 

Gems of the plowing; mead, and eves of May. 
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A band of youths ai 


j\ uand of youths and damfels fat around. 

Their flowing locks with braided myrtle bound \ 
Agatis, in the graceful dance admir’d, 
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And gentle Thyriis, by the mufe infpir’d ; 
With Sylvia, faired: of the mirthful train; 
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And Daphnis, doom’d to love, yet love in vain. 
Now, whild a purer blufh o’erfpreads her cheeks. 
With Toothing accents thus Sirena Tpeaks : 
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“ The meads and lawns are ting’d with beamy light, 
And wakeful larks begin their vocal flight ; 

“ Whild on each bank the dewdrops fweetly fmile 
** What fjport, my Delia, fliall the hours beguile ? 

“ Shall heavenly notes, prolong’d with various art, 

" Charm the fond ear, and warm the rapturous heart ? 
* ( At didance thall we view the lylvah chace ? 

** Or catch with filken lines the finny race ?” 


Then Delia thus: “ Or rather, fince we meet 
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chance affembled in this cool retreat, 
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irtful conteft let 01 
Move well-directed o 

u Daphnis, who taught us firft, the play fhall guide ; 
“ Explain its laws, and o’er the field prefide : 

“No prize we need, our ardour to inflame; 

“ We fight with pleafure, if we fight for fame.” 
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The nymph confents: the maids and youths prepare 

'■ • 'i 


i nkwfl 


To view the combat, and the fport to flhare j 
But Daphnis rnofl: approv’d the bold defign. 
Whom Love inftrudted, and the tuneful Nine. 
He rofe, and on the cedar table plac’d 
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* Squares eight times eight in equal order lie; 

Thefe bright as fnow, thofe dark with fable dye; 

Like the broad target by the tortoife horn. 

Or like the hide by fpotted panthers worn. 

Then from a eheft, with harmlefs heroes ltor’d. 

O’er the fmooth plain two wed-wrought hofts he pour’d; 
The champions burn’d their rivals to affail, 

*j- Twice eight in black, twice eight in milk white mail; 
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IMITATIONS. 

* Sexaginta infunt et quatuor ordine fedes 
O&ono j parte ex omni, via limite quadrat 
Ordinibus paribusnecnon forma omnibus una 
Sedibus, aequale ct fpatium, fed non color unus■: 
Alternant Temper yariae, fubeuntque vicilfim 
Albentcs nigm* teftudo picta fupenie 
Qualia devexo geftat diferimina tergo. 
f Agmina bina pari numeroque, et viribus :equis, 
Bis nivea cum vefte o£lo, totidernque nigranti* 

XJt varise facies, pariter funt et fua cuique 
Nomina, diverfum munus, non <equa poteftas. 
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In fhape and ftation different, 

Their motions various, nor the 
Say, mufe ! (for Jove has no 
Who form’d the legions 

High in the midft the reverend 

And o’er the reft their pearly fcepters rear: 

■ 

One folemn ftep, majeftically flow, 

They gravely move, and lhun the dangerous foe 
If e’er they call, the watchful fubjeds fpring. 
And die with rapture if they lave their king ; 
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On him the glory of the day depends. 

He once imprifon’d, all the conflid ends. 
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The queens exulting near their conforts ftand ; 
Each bears a deadly falchion in her hand; 

Now here, now there, they bound with furious pride. 




Swift as Camilla flying o’er the main. 

Or lightly flamming o’er the dewy plain : 

Fierce as they feem, fome bold Plebeian fpear 
May pierce their fliield, or flop their full career. 

The valiant guards, their minds on havock bent. 
Fill the next fquares, and watch the royal tent ■, 
Though weak their fpear* *, 

* Com pad they move, the bulwark of the fight. 
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NOTE. 

* The chief art in the Taflicks of Chefs confifts ia the nice conduct of the royal pawns \ in fupport- 
ing them againtl every attack $ and, if they are taken, in fupplying their places with others equally 

fupported; 





jay one quick bound two changing fqu&res they g 
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varying hues renew the fierce attack, 


ISSi®mw 


■Mip 


JMW ,, . PW|^L IBWL , t <w.Pi\ , IM <->lfP M v. ;l 

And rufh from black to white, from white to black. 

Four foleran elephants the Tides defend ; 

Beneath the load of ponderous towers they bend: 

In one unalter’d line, they tempt the fight ; 

Now crufh the left, and now o’envhelm the right. 

Bright in the front the dauntlels foldiers raile 
Their polifh’d fpears * their fteely helmets blaze : 


. 

ifj -Y ? mmi#* -v i 




>''' . ,-v , \i 1 1 ' i 


' ■ 









_*. msm * 

;:ia ag 




§|| j ty K£ !|B| v 11 $| 

'■‘ ai 


* li cavaiio leggie 
Come gli altri, 
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IMITATIONS. 

II cavallo leggier per dritta lifta, 

Come gli altri, 1’ arringo unqua r.on fende, 

Ma la lizza attraverfa, e fiero in villa 
Curvo if* giro, e lunato il falto ftende, 

E fempre nel faltar due cafe acquifta, 

Quel colore abbandona, e quefto prende, 

. :V ,/* : f ■ : "l* 

fupported : a principle) on which the fuccefs of the game in great meafure depends, though it feems to 
be omitted by the very accurate Vida 
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504 CAISSA. 

Prepar’d they ftand the daring foe to flrike, 

Direct their progrefs, but their wounds oblique. 

Now fweil th’ embattled troops with hoitile rage. 
And clang their fhields, impatient to engage j 
When Daphnis thus: A varied plain behold. 

Where fairy kings their mimick tents unfold, 

As Oberon, and Mab, his wayward queen. 

Lead forth their armies on the dailied green. 

No mortal hand the wonderous fport contriv’d, 

By Gods invented, and from Gods deriv’d j 
* From them the Britiih nymphs receiv’d the game, 
And play each morn beneath the cryftal Thame ; 
Hear then the tale, which they to Colin fung, 

As idling o’er the lucid wave he hung. 

A lovely Dryad rang’d the Thracian wild, 

Her air enchanting, and her afpedl mild ; 

To chafe the bounding hart was all her joy, 

Averfe from Hymen, and the Cyprian hoy ; 

O'er hills and valleys was her beauty fam’d. 

And fair Caifla was the damfel nam’d. 

Mars faw the maid; with deep furprize he gaz’d. 
Admir’d her (hape, and every gelture prais’d : 

His golden bow the child of Venus bent, 

And through his bread; a piercing arrow .Cent: 


IMITATIONS. 

* Qua: quondam fub aquis gaudent fpe&acla tuevi 
Nereides, vaftique omnis gens accola ponti; 
Siquando placidum mare, et humida regna quierunt 
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He told his woes, where’er the maid he found. 
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The haughty Dryad fcorn’d his amorous pain 
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But ev’n her if owns (ah, what mi 
Fir’d all his foul, and all his fenfes vVon. 

He left his car, by raging tigers drawn. 

And lonely wander’d o'er the dulky lawn; 

Then lay defponding near a murmuring ftream. 
And fair Caifla was his plaintive theme. 

A Naiad heard him from her moffy bed. 

And through the cryftal rais’d her placid head j 
Then mildly fpake : “ O thou, whom love infpires. 
Thy tears will nourilh, not allay thy fires. 

The finding blofioms drink the pearly dew; 
u And ripening fruit the feather’d race purfue j, 

The fcaly Ihoals devour the filken weeds ; 

Love on our fighs, and on our forrow feeds. 

“ Then weep no more j but, ere thou canft obtain 
“ Balm to thy wounds, and folace to thy pain, 

** With gentle art thy martial look beguile; 

Be mild, and teach thy rugged brow to fmile. 

<f Canft thou no play, no foothing game devile. 
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u - To make thee lovely in the damfel’s eyes ? 
es So may thy prayers afluage the fcornful dame, 
“ And ev’n Caifla own a mutual flame.” 

“ Kind nymph, faid Mars, thy counfel I approve, 
“ Art, only art, her ruthlefs breaft can move. 
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“ But when? or how ? Thy dark difcourfe explain 

. 

“ So may thyflream ne’er fweli with gulhing rain; 

«* So may thy waves in one pure current flow, 

“ And flowers eternal on thy border blow !” 

To whom the maid replied with fmiling mien : 

" Above the palace of the Paphian queen 
“ * Love’s brother dwells, a boy of graceful port, 
f* By gods nam’d Euphron, and by mortals Sport: 

«< Seek him; to faithful ears unfold thy grief, 
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u And hope, ere morn return, a fweet relief. 


His temple hangs below the azure Ikies j 
« Seeft thou yon argent cloud ? ’Tis there it lies. 
This faid, Ihe funk beneath the liquid plain. 

And fought the manfion of her blue-hair’d'train. 
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Meantime the god, elate with heart-felt joy, 
Had reach’d the temple of the fportful boy; 

He told Caifia’s charms, his kindled fire. 

The Naiad’s counfel, and his warm delire. 

“ Be fwift, he added, give my paffion aid; 

“ A god requells.”—He fpake, and Sport obey'd. 
He fram’d a tablet of celeftial mold, 

Iniay’d with fquares of lilver and of gold ; 

Then of two metals form’d the warlike band, 
That here compact in fliow of battle Hand ; 
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IMITATIONS. 

* Ecco d’ aftuto ingegno, c pronta mano 
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Garzon, che fempre fcherza, e vola ratto, 
Gioco s'apeila, ed e d’ amor germano. 


Marino , Adone. 15. 






• . \ .. ■„ * • 

■t, ^ * . 

confefs, ; \ 

Then grafp’d the board, and ietthis airy court. 

With radiant feet he pierc’d the clouds ; nor ftay’d. 

Till in the woods he faw the beauteous tnaid: . • ' , : 

Tir’d with the chafe the damfel fat reclin’d, 

Her girdle loofe, her bofom uncqnfin’d. 

He took the figure of a wanton Faun, 

And flood before her on the flowery lawn ; 

Then fhow’d his tablet: pleas’d the nymph furvey’d 
TheMifelefs troops in glittering ranks difplay’d j 
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She afk’d the wily fylvan to explain 
The various motions of the fjplendid train * 

With eager heart fhe caught the winning lore. 

And thought ev’n Mars iefs hateful than before: . 

** What fpell, faid fhe, deceiv’d my carelefs mind? 
“ The god was fair, and I was moil unkind.’ 

She fpoke, and faw the changing Faun affume 




A milder afped, and a fairer bloom ; 

His wreathing horns, that from his temples grew. 
Flow’d down in curls of bright celeflial hue ; 

The dappled hairs, that veil'd his lovelels face. 
Blaz’d into beams, and fhow’d a heavenly grace } 
The fhaggy hide, that mantled o’er his bread. 

Was foften'd to a fmooth tranfparent veil. 

That through its folds his vigorous bofom iliow'd, 
And nervous limbs, where youthful ardour glow d : 
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(Had Venus view’d him in thole blooming cl 
Not Vulcan’s net had forc’d her from his arn 
With goatlike feet no more he mark’d the ground, 
But braided flowers his lilken fandals bound. 

The Dryad blufli’d; and, as he prefs'd her, finil’d, 
Whilft all his cares one tender glance beguil’d. 

He ends : To arrns> the maids and flriplings cry ; 

To arms , the groves and founding vales reply. 

Sirena led to war the fwarthy crew, 

And Delia thofe that bore the lily’s hue. 

Who firft, O mufe, began the bold attack; 

The white refulgent, or. the mournful black ? 

Fair Delia firft, as favouring lots ordain. 

Moves her pale legions tow’rd the fable train : 

From thought to thought her lively fancy flies, 

Whilft o’er the board Ihe darts her fjparkling eyes. 

At length the warriour moves with haughty Itrides •„ 
Who from the plain the fnowy king divides: 

With equal hafte his fwarthy rival bounds; 

His quiver rattles, and his buckler founds: 

Ah ! haplefs youths, with fatal warmth you burn j 
Laws, ever fix’d, forbid you to return. 

Then from the wing a ftiort-liv’d fpearman flies, 
Unfafely bold, and fee ! he dies, he dies : 

The dark-brow’d hero, with one vengeful blow 
Of life and place deprives his ivory foe. 

Now rufli both armies o’er the burnifti’d field, 

Hurl the fwift dart, and rend the burfting fliietd. 
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Here furious knights on fiery courfers prance. 

Bat fee^the 

Where the dark hoft its opening van unfolds: 
Soon as her eye difcerns the hoftile maid. 

By ebon fhield, and ebon helm betray’d ; 

Seven fquares (he pafles with majeftick mien. 

And ftands triumphant o’er the falling queen. 
Perplex’d, and forrowing at his conforms fate. 

The monarch burn’d with rage, defpair, and hate : 
Swift from his zone th’ avenging blade he drew. 
And, mad with ire, the proud virago llew. 
Meanwhile fweet-fmiling Delia’s wary king 
Retir’d from fight behind his circling wing. 
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Long time the war in equal balance hung; 

Till, unforefeen, an ivory courfer fprung. 

And, wildly prancing in an evil hour. 

Attack’d at once the monarch and the tower: 
Sirena blufh’d; for, as the rules requir’d. 

Her injur’d fovereign to his tent retir’d; 

Whilft her loft caftle leaves his threatening height. 
And adds new glory to th’ exulting knight. 


At this, pale fear opprefs’d the drooping maid. 
And on her cheek the rofe began to fade: 

A cryftal tear, that flood prepar’d to fall, 

She wip’d in filence, and conceal’d from all; 
From all but Daphnis: He remark’d her pain. 
And faw the weaknefs of her ebon train; 
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Then gently fpoke : “ Let me 
“ And either nobly win, or nobly die; 

“ Me oft has fortune crown’d with fair fu 
“ And led to triumph in the fields of Chefs.’ 

He faid : the willing nymph her place refign’d, 
And fat at diilance on the bank reclin’d. 

Thus when Minerva call’d her chief to arms, 
And Troy’s high turret fhook with dire alarms, 
The Cyprian goddefs wounded left the plain, 
And Mars engag’d a mightier force in 

Straight Daphnis leads his fquadron to the fiel 
(To Delia’s arms ’tis ev’n a joy to yield.) 

Each guileful fnare, and fuhtle art he tries. 

But finds his art lefs powerful than her eyes-: 
Wifdom and ftrength fuperiour charms obey j 
And beauty, beauty, wins the long-fought day. 
By this a hoary chief, on daughter, bent. 
Approach’d the gloomy king’s unguarded tent; 
Where, late, his confort fpread difmay around, 
Now her dark corfe lies bleeding on the ground. 
Hail, happy youth ! thy glories not mfung 
Shall live eternal on the poet’s tongue ; 

For thou {halt foon receive a fplendid change. 
And o’er the plain with nobler fury range. 

The fwarthy leaders faw the ftprm impend, 

And drove in vain their Ibvereign to defend: 

Th’ invader wav’d his filver lance in air. 

And flew like lightning to the fatal fquare; 

His limbs dilated in a moment grew' 

To {lately height, and widen'd to the view j 
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Sublime he mov’d, and feem’ 

As when the fage on fome ur- 

Has caught a wandering fly, or frui 
His hand the microfcopick frame applies, 

And lo ! a bright-hair’d monfter meets his eyes 
He .fees new plumes in flender cafes roll’d j 
Here ftain’d. with azure, there bedropp’d with gold j 
Thus, on the alter’d chief both armies gaze. 

And both the kings are fix’d with deep amaze. 

The fword, which arm’d the fnow-white maid before, 
He now aflixmes, and hurls the fpear no more; 

Then fprings indignant on the dark-rob’d band. 




Now flies the monarch of the fable flxield. 

His legions vanquish'd, o’er the lonely field : 

* So when the morn, by rofy courfers drawn, 

With pearls and rubies fows the verdant lawn, 

Whilf! each pale ftar from heaven’s blue vault retires, 
Still Venus gleams, and lafl: of all expires. 

He hears, where’er he moves, the dreadful found j 
Check the deep vales, and Check the woods rebound. 
No place remains : he fees the certain fate. 

And yields his throne to ruin, and Checkmate. 


IMITATIONS. 
Medio rex sequore inermis 


Conftitit amiffis fociis \ velut sethere in alto 
Expulit ardentes flammas ubi lutea bigis 
Luciferis Aurora, tuus pulcherrimus ignis 
Lucet adhuc, Venus, et coelo mox ultimus exit* 
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A brighter blufh o’cri’preacis the damfel's cheeks. 


ft A double triumph, Delia, haft thou won, 

1 By Mars pr6te«fted, and by Venus’ Ton } 

The firft with conqueft crowns thy matchlels art. 
The fecond points thofe eyes at Daphnis’ heart.” 
She fmil’d ; the nymphs and amorous youths arife, 
And own, that beauty gain’d the nobler prize. 
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Low in their cheft the mimtck troops were lay’cL, 
* And peaceful dept the fable hero’s fhade, 

a- * A parody of the laft line ill Pope's tranflatlon of the Iliad* 
* c And peaceful flept the mighty Heftor's lhadc.” 
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DES ut agros dulce gemmatos la vet 
Argenteus rivi latex; 

Virides ut aura ftridulo modulamine 
Arundines intcrftrepat: 

Sic, fic, amoeno cindte virtutum choror 
Princeps, amabiliter nites. 

Ut maxi mo laborer & arte maxima 
Effingit artifex ebur, 

Sic ad benignitatem arnica civium 
Blande figuras pe&ora. 

Ut delicata gemmulam expolit manus 
Fulgore lucentem aureo. 

Sic civitatem milium gaudes tuarn 
Ornare morum lumine. 

O quam verenda micat in oculfc lenitas! 
Minantur & rident fimul. 

O quanta pulchro dignitas vultu patet, 

Et quantus inceflii decor! 

Scilicet, amceno cin&e virtutum choro 
Princeps, amabiliter nites. 

Annon per oaine, veris inftar, feculum 
Memoria dorefeet tui ? 
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II. ODE 
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En! riorum regina 
Quod amoris extinguat wcem, 
r '# Ne<5tareos latioes. 

Te<5tus rofarum nexili 

am? ; 


(Veris 
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III. ALTERA. 


AFFER fcyphos, & dulci ridentis meri 


Purpureos latices 
EfFunde largius, puer. 






Quod li rofarum fragilis avolat decor. 


Sparge, puer, liquid as 
Vini rubefcentis rolas. 



Si devium Philomela defedt uemus. 



Pocula laeta canant 
Non elaboratum melos. 


Injuriofse fperne fartume niinas ; 



Depellat inforinem chelys. 

Somnus beatos, fomnus amplex&s dabit: 

Da mihi duke merum 
Somnum quod alliciat levem. 

Duke eft madere vino. Da calices novos, 

Ut placida rnadidus 
Oblivione perfruar. 

Seyphum after alterum, puer, deinde alterum: 
Seu vetitum merit. 

Amice, feu licitum, bibam. 


IV. ODE 
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DULCI trilKtiam vino lav ere, 

Multa reclines in rosa 
Urgere blandis ofculis puellas; 

Aut, clum prata levi pulfat pede delicata virgo 
Comam renodans aureain, 

Molli eupidinis tepere damma: 

Aut, dum blanda aures recreat lyra, floreo fub antro 
Ad fuave zephyrorum melos 
Rore advocati fpargier loporis ; 

Hsec ver purpureum dat gau&ia, comis Sc ju vent as. 
His, mite dum tempus fyUfkitvi*'.' 

Decet vacare, dumque ridet annus. 

Quicunque aut rerum domini fumus, aut graves coadti 
Curas egeftatis pati, 

41 Debemur afperte, Fabulle, raorti. 


V. AD LJEUVM. 


VESTIMENTA mis grata fororibus, 

Et donem lapides, quos vel alit Tagi 
Fludtus, vel celer unda 
Ganges aurifera lav it, 

L&’li, fi mea lit dives opum domus : 

Quid mittam addubito. Scilicet haud mea 




f-i ■;■:;■■■' - 1 ■ 



517 


pSii :, ' ,s ' in ,i' 

I iSl§ 


Wp MBM fBp 




i*MU 






Sfpsj 


HBHj 

ff M|p 

mm 

'mmsi 


mml 


mm 


wmmmmmm 


■ 


Quin illis acies mittcre commodus 
Tornatas meditor, quse bicoloribus 
Armis conlpiciendae ,v/ ( 

f Bella innoxia deftinant; 

Qualis propter aquas aut Lacedajmoni 
Eurotas gelidas, aut Tiberis vada, 
Cornicum manus albis 
Nigrans certat oloribus. 

Cur non fub viridi ludimus ilicis 
Umbra fuppofiti ? Die veniat genis 
Ridens Lydia pulchris, 

Et faltare decent Chloe : 

Die reddant mihi me. Ludite, virgines ; 
Me teftudineis aut Venerem modis 
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Dicente, aut juvenilis 

Telum dulce Cupidinis. 

. ■ >),, 'iM ■' - 1^40 r • 

* ^1?. c'li ^ ^ "IV 


pH 




VI. AD LUNAM. 


CGELI dulce nitens decus. 

Lent! lora manu, Cynthia, corripe 
Pulcbne teda peto Chloes, 

Et labrum rofeo nedare fuavius. 


Non 
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Nec, dum lux radiat tua, 

Ultricem meditor figere cufpide 

Quem tu, mitis Amor, feme! 

Placatum tepida lenieris face, 

Ilium deferuit furor, 

Et telurn facili decidit e manu. 

Nec delida per &: nefas 

Furtiva immeritus gaudia perfequor; 

Blanda vida Chloe prece 

Peplum rejiciet pur pure um libens. 
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vn. AD VENEREM. 
0R0 te teneri blanda Cupidinis 
Mater, cceruleis edita fludibus. 

Quae grati. fruticeta accolis Iduli, 

Herboiamque Amathunta, <Sc viridem Cnidon, 
Oro, Fyrrha, meis cedat amoribus, 

Qua v nunc, Trenaria immitior aafculo, 


Ridet. Non liquidie carmine tibia;, 

Non illam Aoliis illacrymabilem 
Pledris dimoveat, lewis ut arduam 
Cervdcem tepidum fledat ad ofculum. 
(Quantum eft & vacuis nedar in olculis!) 
Quod fi carminibus mitior applicet 
Aures ilia meis, fi (rigidum gelu 
'I’e lolvente) pari me tepeat face. 
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Te cantans Paphiam, teque Amathuiiam 
Pe 11am gramineum ter pecle cefpitem, 

■ . .' J .r ■'-,; 

Turn nigranti hedera & tempora laurei 
Cingam, tunc hilares eliciam modes : 
nunc me juvenum prsetereuntium 
et comitum coetus amabilis ; 
lens puerorum in placets coho.rs 
ndit digitis me, quia langueo 
iffis oculis, me, quia /omnia 
ita haud facili virgine laucium 
, 6c viola pallidior gena. 
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PERFIDO ridens Eryci 
Seu Joci mater, teneriqu 


AD EANDEM. 


Erycina vultu, 
tenerique Arnolds, 
ue 
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Dirigens currum levis hue vocanti. 
Hue veni, & tecum properet foluto 
Crine Thalia. 

Jam venis! nubes placidi fer-enas 
Pa/Teres findunt j fuper aibicantes 
Dum volant fylvas, celerefque verfant 
Leniter alas. 
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Kurius ad coelum fugiunt. Sed aim i 
Dulce fubridens facie, loquelam 
Melle conditam liquido jacentis 
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Fundis in aurem. 

“ Qua tepes, inquis, Licini, puella, 

“ Lucidis venanti oculis amantes ? 

“ Cur doces moellas refonare lucum, 
“ Care, querelas? 

“ Dona fi ridet tua, dona mittet; 

“ Sive te molli rofeos per hortos 
“ Hinnulo vitat levior, fequetur 
** lpfa fugacem.” 

Per tuos orb, dea mitis, ignes, 

Pebtus ingrata; rigidum Corinnae 
Lenias. Et te, Venus alma, amore 
Forfit Adonis. 
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EX FERDUSII POET M PERSIC! POEMATE HEROICO. 

SAMUS, ut aurato cindlum diademate regem 
Vidit ovans, excelfa ferebat ad atria greffum ; 

Quern rex ad meritos facilis provexit honores, 

Et fecum in folio juflit conlidere eburneo, 

Crelato rutilanti auro, infertifque pyropis. 

Magnanimum affatus turn blaiidta heroa loquela, 

Multa luper fociis, fuper artnis multa rogabat, 

Jam, quantos aleret telius Hyrcana gigantas. 

Jam, qua parta manu nova fit vidtoria Perfis: 

Cui dux haec memori parens eft voce loculus. 




V enimus 




ItflJlfe 

HR # b $#8 



Sf.CE-l/xi'.v'JfiV 




:r 

, rV 


■ 

V.i ' ■ 

as® is p 

wmpv 

g -; ® w toy - « 1 ' • >1 •»} ft *; 1 

y: -^' *;■<■ V' v: '■■'' ■' ’ 


. v snlmus sd c 
("yens efl: dura. 


.lit® 

ar : . I. 1 ;;, • 





fmsamBaim 


mm 


caftra 

Gens eft dura, ferox; 

Per aumeta leo,, non t) 

Non equus in laetis Araburn it vclocior agris. 
Cum fubito trepidam pegvenit rumor in urbefn 
Adventare aciem, queruli per tefila, per arces, 
Auditi gemitus, fie non latabiie murmur: 

Ilicet aerata fulgentes caffide turmas 
Eduxere viripars vaftos tufa per agros, 

Pars monte in rigido, aut deprefla Valle ledebat 
Horruit «re acies, tanta?que a pulvere nubes 
Exorta?, ut pulchrum tegeret jubar jetherius fol. 
Quale in arenofo nigiarum^colle laborat 
Formicarum agmen, congeftaque farra reponit j 






Tui'ba volans, tenues ciet importuna fufurros ; 

Tales profiluere. Nepos ante agmina Salmi 
Cercius ermcuit, quo non fuit ardua pinus 
Altior, aut vernans excelfo in monte cupreiTus. 

At Perfarum artus gelida formidine folvi 
Arguit fie tremor, fie laxato in corpore pallor: 

Hoc vidi, 6c valido torquens haftile lacerto 
Per medias jufli, duce me, penetrare phalangas y 
Irruit alatus fonipes,. ceu torvus in rrvis 
ASthiopum latis elepbas, neque fenfit habfinam: 

Militibus vires redifire, & priftiria virtus. . 

Ac velut, undantis cum furgant flu min a Nili, 

Et refluant, avidis haud injucunda colonis, 

Pinguia frugiferis impientur flufitibus arva j 
Sic terra innumeris agitata eft ilk catervis : 

Cum fbepitum audierit noftrum, ingentemque fragorem 
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Findentis galeas 6c ferrea fcuta bipennis, 

Cercius, horrifico complens loca valla boatu, 

In me flexit equum, me crudeli enfe petebat, 
Captivumque ardo voluit conftringere nodo: 
Fruftra; nam, lunans habilem nec igniter arcum, 
Populeas mifi duro mucrone fagittas, 

* Flammarum ritu, aut per nubila fulminis adi: 

Ille tamen celeri ruit irnpete, nofque morantes 
Increpitat, letum minitans, rigidafve catenas : 

Ut verb acceffit violent! turbinis inftar, 

Pulfus ut & clypeus clypeo eft, & calitde caffis 
Ilium infurgentem, dirumque infligere vulnus 
Conantero, arripui, qua difcolor ilia ciiixit 
Balteus, & rutilis fubnexa eft fibula baccis. 

Strenua turn valido molimine brachia verfans 
E ftratis evulfi equitem, qui promts, inermis, 
Decidit, & rabido frendens campum ore momordit 
Pedora cui nivea, & ferrata cufpide coftas 
Transfodi, madidam defluxit fanguis in herbam 
Purpureus, triftifque elapia eft vita fub umbras» 
Haud mora, diffugiunt holies, dudore perempto, 
Saxa per & colies ; noftris vicftoria turmis 
AjFulfit, catibique doles, Hyrcania, natos. 

Sic pereant, quicunque tuo, rex optime, fceptro, 
Qui premis imperio ftellas, parere feculent ! 

Dixit ; 6c heroas Perfarum redor ovantes 
Laudibus in ccelum tollit j jubet inde beatas 
Inftaurari epulas, Sc pocula dulcia poni: 

Conventum eft, textoque fuper diicumbitur auro. 
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an c densa vibratum nube coruicat? 
An rofeas nudat Leila pudica genasr 
Bacciferumne celer fruttcetum devorat ignis ? 


Siderea an Solim* lumina dulcet micant?, 
Nardus an Hageri, an fpirant violaria Meccae, 


... VHI 

Candida odoriferis an venit Azza corais ? 

* Quarn juvat ah ! patrios memon tenuiue receuus 
Mente, per ignotos dum vagor exul agros ? 
Valle fub umbrosa, pallens ubi luget amator, 
Nuni colit afluetos mollis arnica lares r 
Jamne cient raucum praefradta tonitrua murmur 
Montibus, effuiie quo? rigat imber aqua; ? 

An tua, dum fundit primum lux alma ruborem, 
Lympha, Azibe, meam pellet, ut. ante, fitim ? 
Quot mea felices vidiftis gaudia, campi, 
traudia vae! mifero non renovanda mihi ? 
Ecquis apud Nagedi lucos aut pafcua Tudae 
Pallor amatorum fpefque metufque canit ? 
Ecquis ait, gelida Salae dum valle recumbit, 

“ Heu ! quid Cademeo in monte fodalis agit V* 
Num graciles rident hyemalia frigora myrti ? 

Hum viret in lolitis lotos amata locis ? 

Num vernant humiles in aprico colie myricae ? 

Ne malus has oculus, ne mala bud at. hyenas ! 
An mea Alegiades, dulciffima turba, puell® 
Curant, an Zephyris irrita vota dabunt r 
An viridem faliunt, nullo venante, per hortum 


, % Vvjpf' &'£ 


MRHr 


■ 


U m 

*’ '’"iWmU- ^ *> ■ 


MMp 

' 

'sC.Y-SS fW&K 



Ducit ubi facilcm l*ta Noarna chorum ? 
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Grata quis antra colit, nobis abientibus, Amri, 

Antra pueilarum qu&m bene nota gregi ? 
Forfan amatores Mpccand in valle redudos 
Abfentis Solimae comrneminifle juvat. 

Tempus erit, levibus quo pervigilata cachinnis 

. 

Nox dabit unanimi gaudia plena choro 
Quo dulces juvenum ipirabit coetus amores, 

Et Isetos avida combibet aure modos. 
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RIGANTE molles imbre campos Perftdis, 

E nube in asquor lapfa piuvia? guttula eft ; 
Quae, cum reludans eloqui lineret pudor, 
a Quid hoc loci? inquit, quid rei milella fum? 
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“ Quo me repente, ah ! quo redadam fentio ? 
Cum fe verccundanti animula fperneret, 

V 111am recepit gemmeo concha m finu ; 

Tandemqtte tenuis aquula .fada eft unioj 
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!, Camena, bl^nda cultrix ingeni, 

’ Virtutis altrix, inater eloquenthe! 
Linquenda aiumno eft kurus & chelys.tuo: 
At tu dearum dulcium dulciffima. 

Sea Suada mavis five Pitho dicier* 

A te receptus in tu? vivam fide: 

Mihi M, oro, non inutilis toga, 

Nee indiferta lingua, nec turpis ’nanus. 
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Arabia/ I mean that part of it, which we - call the Happy , and 
i£: which the Afiaticks know by the name of Yemen, feems to be the only 
country in the world, in which we can properly lay the feene of paftoral 
poetry; becaufe no nation at this day can vie with the Arabians in the 
, delightfulneis of their climate, and the fimplicity of their manners. 
There is a valley, indeed, to the north of Indojian, czMed.Cajhrmr, which. 


IMS 

lllli 


according to an account written by a native of it, is a perfect garden, 
exceedingly fruitful, and watered by a thoufand rivulets: but when its 
inhabitants were fubdued by the ftratagem of a Mogul prince, they loft 
their happinefs with" their liberty, and Arabia retained its old title with¬ 
out any rival to difpute it. Thefe are not the .fancies of a poet: the 
beauties of Yemen are proved by the concurrent* teftimony of all travel¬ 
lers, by the. deferiptions of it in- all the writings of Ajia, and by the 
nature and’ Situation of the country itf lf, which' lies between the 
eleventh and fifteenth degrees of northern latitude, under a ferene iky, * 
and expofed- to the moll favourable influence of the fun; it is enclofed 
on one fide vaft rocks and deftrts, and defended on the other by a 

tempeftuous 


m 





Its principal cities are Sanaa , ufually conlidered as its metropolis 

a commercial town, that lies in a large plain near the fea of 

Qmman-y and Aden, furrounded with pleafant gardens and woods, which 

is fituated eleven degrees from the Equator, and feventy-fix from the 

Fortunate Ijlatick, or Canaries , where the geographers of AJia fix their 

firft meridian. It is oblervable that Aden , in the Eaftern dialed*, is 

precifely the fame word with Eden, which we apply to the garden of 

paradife : it has two fenfes, according to a flight difference in its pro- 

* •. 
nunciation ; its firft meaning is a fettled abode , its fecond, delight,foftnefs, 

or tranquillity : the word Eden had, probably, one of thefe denies in the 

iacred text, though we ufe it as a proper name. Wc may alio oblerve 

in this place that. Yemen itfelf takes its name from a word, which 

fignifies verdure , and felicity ; for in thofe fultry climates, the frefhnefs of 

the fliade, and the coolnefs of water, are ideas almoft infeparable from 

that of happinefs ; and this may be a reafon why moil of the Oriental 

nations agree in a tradition concerning a delightful fpot, where the firft 

inhabitants of the earth were placed before their fall. The ancients, 

who gave the name of Eudaimon , or Happy , to this country, either 

meaned to translate the word Yemen , or, more probably, only alluded 

to the valuable lpice-trees, and balfamick plants, that grow in it, and, 


* I am at a loft to conceive, what induced the illuflrious Prince Cantemir to contends that Tmm is 
properly a part of India \ for, not to mention Ptolemy, and the other ancients, who con fide red it as a 
province of Arabia , nor to inflft on the language of the country, which is pure Arabic i, it is defcribed 
by the Afia ticks themfelves as a large division of that peninfula which they call Jexeiraiul Arab $ and 
there is no more reafon for annexing it to India, becaufe the fea, which wafhes one tide of it, is looked 
upon by feme writers os belonging to the great Indian ocean, than there would for annexing it to 
Per fa) becaufe it is bounded on another fuic by the Perfian gulf* 

without 



Sly, give a real perfume to the air *; now it is 
•eceives a very conliderable ornament from the 
;s ; as the roles of Sharon, the verdure of Carmel, 

a l the dew of Herman, are the fources of many 
companions in the facred poetry: thus the 
odours of Yemen, the mu Ik of Hndramut, and the pearls of Omtnan, 
k 1 , fupply the Arabian poets with a great variety of allufions j and, it the 

- remark of Hcrmogenes be juft, that whatever is delightful to the fenfes pro- 
• duces the Beautiful when it is defcribed, where can we find lb much 
beauty as in the Eaflern poems, which turn chiefly upon the levelled: 
‘ in nature ? 

• To purfue this topick yet farther t it is an obfervation of Demetrius of 
Phalera, in his elegant treatife upon ftyle, that it is not eafy to write on 
agreeable fubjeds in a ditagreeable manner, and that beautiful cxbrefions 
naturally rife with beautiful images; for 'which reafon, fays he, nothing 
.can be more pleafng than Sappho’s poetry, which contains the defeription 
of gardens , and banquets, flowers and fruits, fountains and meadows., 
nightingales and turtle-doves, loves and graces: thus, when the fpeaks of 
a fir earn jhftly murmuring among the branches , and the Zephyrs playing 
through the leaves, with a found, that brings on a quiet f umber, her lines 
flow without labour as fmoothly as the rivulet Ihe deferibes. I may 
have altered the words of Demetrius, as I quote them by memory, but 
this is the general fenfe of his remark, which, if it be not rather fpe- 
cious than juft, mult induce us to think, that the poets of the Eaft may 
vie with thole of Europe in the graces of their diftion, as well as in the 

livelirtefs of their images : but we lnuft not believe that the Arabian 
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* The writer of an old hiftory of the Turii/A Empire fays, “ The aU of Egypt fimetimn in /simmer is 
** like any /wet perfume, and almojl fufoiates the/pints, cauftd by the wind that brings the odours of the 
a Arabian f pices” 
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ily by its defcriptions of beauty, fince th^ gh 

Arabia's and, indeed, we fee nothing fo frequently painted by the 
poets of thofe countries, as wolves and lions, precipices and forefts, 

§§| If we allow the natural objea.% with which the Arabs are perpetually 

converfant, to b tfublime, and beautiful, our next dep mud; be, to confefs 
that their companions, metaphors, and allegories are & ■ fnr in 

fried fimilics are drawn from natural objedts. It is 
the Rajlern figures are common to other nations, 1 
receive a propriety from the manners of the Arabians. 
plains and woods, which would be lod, 
bitants of cities : thus the dew of liberality, a 
are metaphors ufed by mod people -, but they are wonderfully ; 
in the mouths of thole, who have fo much need of being refre ’ 
the dews , and who gratify their lenfe of duelling v 
in the world. Again; it is very ufual in all countries, to n 

celedial luminaries, 
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light to alii but tin 

beauty, if we confide 
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: the metaphors taken from them have an additional 
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ier them as made bv a nation, who pafs mod of their 
nights in the open air, or in tents, and confequently fee the moon and 
ftars in their greateft fplendour. This way of confider 
figures will give many of them a grace, which they would not have in 
our languages : fo, when they compare the foreheads of their mijlrejjes to 
the morning , their locks to the night, their faces to the fun, to the moon, or 
the bloj/bms ofjafnme, their cheeks to rofes or ripe fruit, their teeth to pearls, 
hail-Jlones, and flow-drops, their eyes to the f.owers of the narcijf'us , their 
curled hair to black fcorpions, and to hyacinths, their lips to rubies or wine, 

■ the 
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breajis to pomegranates , and the colour of them to /now, . 
irnir jmip: tv ivut of a pine-tree, and tbetr Jlature to that of a cyprejs, a 
palm-tree , or a javelin, &c. f thefe companions, many of which would 
feem forced in our idioms, have undoubtedly a great delicacy in theirs. 
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anu affedt their minds in a peculiar manner; yet upon the whole their 

r j i 

:i ' i families are very juft and ftriking, as that of the blue eyes of a fine woman, 

krtfhaA ArnMiim 
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pkrcir.g the clouds with ikis -wingt> 

Thefe are not the only advantages, which the natives of Arabia enjoy 
above the inhabitants of moft other countries : they preferve to this day 
the manners and curtoms of their anceftors. who. by their own account, 
were fettled in the province of Yemen above three thoufand years ago; 
they have never been wholly fubdued bv any nation 5 and though the 
admiral of Selim 'the Firjt made a defeent on their coaft, and exacted a 
tribute from the people of Aden, wet the Arabians only keep up a fhow 
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t See the Arabhk Mifcellany, entitled Shecarcten, ch. 14. 
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: the others 

have, certainly, retained it > and, except when their tribes are - J 


in war, fpend their days in watching their flocks and camels, or 
porting their native fongs, which they pour out almoft extempore 
fefling a contempt for the ftately pillars, and folemn buildings ( 
cities, compared with the natural charms of the country, and the 
nefs of their tents : thus they pafs their lives in the higheft pleafu 
which they have any conception, in the contemplation of the moll de¬ 
lightful objeds, and in the enjoyment of perpetual fpringj for we may 
apply to part of Arabia that elegant couplet of Waller in his ooem of the 
SummerJillatid. 

The gentle fpring, that but falutes us here, 

Inhabits there, and courts them all the year. 

} 'ifA '* $ 1 '$!•$% 1 * $ • w ' 1 ' '*< ' r * * x ’’ ’ ^ t v ^: 

Yet the heat of the fun, which muff be very intenfe in a climate fo near 
the Line, is tempered by the lhade of the trees, that overhang the valleys, 
and by a number of frefh ftreams, that flow down the mountains. Hence 
it is, that almoft all their notions oi fdicity are taken from freJJmeJs and 
verdure: it is a maxim among them that the three moft charming ob¬ 
jeds in nature are, * a green meadow, a dear rivulet, and a beautiful 


Summer-ijland, 




* See the life of Tamerlane , published by 1 Golius > page 299. 
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time affords the 

nable. Mahomed was lb well acquainted with 
countrymen, that he described the pleafures of 
under the allegory of cool fountains, green bowers , and 
as the word Houri literally figttifies in Arabick •, and in 
le Morning , towards the end of his Alcoran , he mentions 
Item, which is no lefs celebrated by the AJidiick poets 
Hefperides by the Greeks: it was planted, as the com- 
mentators fay, by a king, named Sheaad , and was once fecn by an 

,r 

Arabian, who wandered very far into the deferts in fearch of a loft 
camel: it was, probably, a name invented by the impoftor, as a type of 
a future ftate of happinefs. Now it is certain that the genius of every 
nation is not a little affedted by their climate; for, whether it be that 
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the immoderate heat dilpofes the Eaftern people to a life of indolence, 
which gives them full leifure to cultivate their talents, or whether the 


fun has a real influence on the imagination (as one would iuppofe the 
the Ancients believed, by their making Apollo the god of poetry); 
whatever be the caufe, it has always been remarked, that the Afaticks 
excel the inhabitants of our colder regions in the livelinefs of their 
fancy, and the richnefs of their invention. 
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To carry this fubjedt one ltep farther: as the. Arabians are fuch ad¬ 
mirers of beauty , and as they enjoy fuch eafe and leifure, they rauft natu¬ 
rally be fufceptible of that pa/Jion, which is the true fpring and fource of 
agreeable poetry ? and we find, indeed, that love has a greater {hare in 
their poems than any other palTion: it feems to be always uppermoft in 
their minds, and there is hardly an elegy, a panegyrick, or even a fatire, 
in their language, which does not begin with the complaints of an un¬ 
fortunate, or the exultations of a fuccefsful, lover. It fometimes hap¬ 
pens, that the young men of one tribe are in love with the damfels of 
another •, and, as the tents are frequently removed on a fudden, the 
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lovers are often ieparated in the progriefs of the courtfhip: hence almolt 
all the Arabick poems open in this manner the author bewails the 
hidden departure of his raiftrefs, Hinda, Maia, Zeineb, or Azza, and' 


defcribes her beauty, comparing her to a wanton fawn, that olays among 
the aromatick ihrubs, his-friends endeavour to comfort him, but he re- 
fules coniolatipn; he declares his resolution of vifiting his b 1 . 1 **- 1 


the way to her tribe lie through a dreadful wilder., __ _ 

den ot lions ; here he commonly gives a deicnptic- — - 


tere he commonly gives a defcription of the 
upon which lie dengns to go, and thence pailes, by an eaiy tra-^"*^- 
the principal fubjed of his poem, whether it be the praifc ot i 
tribe, or a fatire on the timidity of his friends, who refufe to attend him 
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advantage alfo in a high degree: their language is expreffive, ftrong, • 
fonorous, and the i-noft copious, perhaps, in the world; for, as alrnoft 

'd»! 

every tribe had many words appropriated to itfelf, the poets, for the 
convenience of their meafure, Or fometimes for their lingular beauty, 
made ufe of them all, and, as the poems became popular, thefe words 
were by degrees incorporated with the whole language, like a number 
of little dreams, which meet together in one channel, and, forming a 
moll plentiful river, flow rapidly into the fea. - 
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If this way of arguing a priori be admitted in the prefent cafe (and 
no tingle man has a right to infer the merit of the Eajiern poetry from 
the poems tbemfelves, bee a ufe no {ingle man has a privilege of judging 
for ail the reft), if the foregoing argument have any weight, we muft 
conclude that the Arabians , being perpetually converfant with the moft 
beautiful objects, {pending a calm and agreeable life in a fine climate, 
being extremely addicted to the fofter paffions, and having the advantage 

of 
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The fondnefs of the Arabians for poetry, and the refped which they 
•ffiow to poets, would be fcarce believed, if we were not rdlured of it by 

boy, the foaling of a mare, the arrival of a gueft, and the rife of a poet 
in their tribe : when ayoung Arabian has composed a good poem, all the 
neighbours pay their compliments to his family, and congratulate them 
upon having a relation capable of recording their a&ions, and of recom¬ 
mending their virtues to pofterity. At the beginning of the feventh 
century, the Arabick language was brought to a high degree of perfec¬ 
tion by a fort of poetical Academy, that ufed to affemble at Hated times, 
in a place called Ocadh, where every poet produce!! his bed compofition, 
and was fure to meet with the applaufe that it deferredthe moll ex¬ 
cellent of thefe poems were tranfcribed in characters of gold upon 
Egyptian paper, and hung up in the temple, whence they were named 
Modhabebat , or Golden , and Moallakat , or Sufpended: the poems of this 
fort were called Cajfeida's or eclogues , * fever, of which are preferved in 
our libraries, and are confidered as the fined that were written before 
the time of Mahomed . The fourth of them, compofed by Lebid, is 
purely paftoral, and extremely like the Alexis of Virgil, but far more 
beautiful, becaufe it is more agreeable to nature; the poet begins with 
praifing the charms of the fair Novara (a word, which in Arabick 
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* Thefe feven poems, clearly tranfcribed with explanatory notes, are among Pocock's manuferipts 
at Qxfcrd > No. 164 :,the names of the feven poets are Amralkeis , Tar a fa, Zobeir, Lebid , Antara , Amru , 
and Harefb. In the fame colle&ion. No. 174, there is a manufcript, containing above fort} other 
poems, which had the honour of being fufpended in the temple at Mecca: this volume is an in- 
eftimable treafure of ancient Arabick literature. 
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ligaifies a timorous fawn) but inveighs againft her un|cindnefs.j he then, 
interweaves a defcriptipn of his young camel, winch he.compares for its 
fwiftnefs to a ftag purfued by the hounds ; and takes occafion afterwards 
to mention his own riches, accomplishments, liberality, and valour, his 
noble birth, and the glory of his tribe : the didtion of this poem is eafy 
and Ample, yet elegant, the numbers flowing and mufical, and the fep- 
timents wonderfully natural; as the learned reader will fee by the fol¬ 
lowing paflage, which I (hall attempt'to imitate in verfe, that the merit 
of the poet may not be wholly loft in a verbal tranflation: 

But ah ! thou know'Ji not in what youthful play 
Our nights, beguil'd with pleafure , fwam away • 

Gay Jongs , and cheerful tales , deceiv'd the time , 

And circling goblets made a tuneful chime', 

Sweet was the fraught, and fweet the blooming maid, 

Who touch'd her lyre beneath the fragrant jhade 
We Jip'd till morning purpled ev’ry plain ; 

The damfels fumber'd, but we Jip'd again; 

The waking birds, that fung on ev'ry tree 
Their early notes, were not J'o blithe as we *. 


** In Arabick. 
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the tnoft eminent verfifiers to hang up Tome chofen couplets on the gate 
of the temple, as a publick challenge to their brethren, who ftrove to 
anfwer them before the next meeting at Ocadb, at which time the 
whole aflembly ufed to determine the merit of them all, and gave fome 
mark of diftindion to the author of the fined: verfes. Now Lebid , who, 
we are told, had been a violent oppofer of Mahomed, fixed a poem on 
the gate, beginning with the following diftich, in which he apparently 
meaned to refled upon the new religion: Are not all things vain, which 
come not from God? and will not all honours decay , but thofe, which He con¬ 
fers * ? Thefe lines appeared fo fublime, that none of the poets ven¬ 
tured to anfwer them ; till Mahomed, who was himfeif a poet, having 
compofed a new chapter of his Alcoran (the fecond, I think), placed the 
opening of it by the fide of Lebid'$ poem, who no fooner read it, than 
he declared it to be fomething divine, confefled his own inferiority, tore 
his verfes from the gate, and embraced the religion of his rival ; to 
whom he was afterwards extremely ufeful in replying to the fatires of 
Amralkeis , who was continually attacking the dodrine of Mahomed: the 
Ajiaticks add, that their lawgiver acknowledged fome time after, that no 
heathen poet had ever produced a nobler diilich than that of Lebid juft 
quoted. 

There are a few other colledions of ancient Arabick poetry.; but the 
moft famous of them is called Hamdfa, and contains a number of epi¬ 
grams, odes, and elegies , compofed on various occafions : it was compiled 
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red at random. 



by Abu Temam, who was an excellent poet him 
that fine fientiments delivered in profe were like gems 
but that, when they were confined in a poetical meafiure, 
bracelets and firings of pearls*. When the religion and la 
Mahomed were ipread over the greater part of AJia, and the 
countries of Africa, it became a falhion for the poets of Perfia, Syria , 
Egypt, Mauritania , and even of Partary, to write in Arabick; and the 
• mod beautiful verfes in that idiom, eompofed by the brighteft genius’s 
of thofe nations, are. to be feen in a large mifcdlany, entitled Tateima ; 
though many of their works are tranfcribed Separately: it will be need- 
lefs to fay much on the poetry of the Syrians, Tartarian*, and Africans, 
fmee moil of the arguments, before ufed. in favour of the Arabs, have 
equal weight with refpedt to the other Mahosnedans, who have done 
little more than imitate their ftyle, and adopt their expreffions’* for 
which reafon alfo .1 fball dwell the fhorter time on the genius and man¬ 
ners of the Perfians, Turks, and Indians. 

The great empire, which we call PERSIA, is known to its natives 
by the name of Iran ; fince the word Perfia belongs only to a particular 
province, the ancient Perfts, and is very improperly applied by us to the 
whole kingdom: but, in compliance with the cuftom of our geogra¬ 
phers, I ihail give the name of Perfia to that celebrated Country,, which 
lies on one tide between the Cafipian and Indian Teas, and extends on the 
other from the mountains of Cemdahar , or Paropatnifius, to the conflu- 
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EASTERN NATIONS. 



uiC rivers Cyrus and Araxes , containing about twenty degrees 
to north, and rather more from eaft 'to weft. 


In fo vaft a trad of land there muft needs be a great variety of 
climates : the fouthern provinces are no lefs unhealthy and fultry, than 
thofe of the north are rude and unpleafant ; but in the interior parts of 
the empire the air is mild and temperate, and, from the beginning of 
May to September, there is fcarce a cloud to be feen in the Iky: the 
remarkable calmnefs of the fummer nights, and the wonderful fplen- 
dour of the moon and ftars in that country, often tempt the Perftans to 
Ileep on the tops of their houfes, which are generally flat, where they 
cannot but obferve the figures of the conftellations, and the various ap¬ 
pearances of the heavens; and this may in fome ineafure account for the 
perpetual alluftons of their poets, and rhetoricians, to the beauty of the 
heavenly bodies. We are apt to cenfure the oriental ftyle for being fo 
full of metaphors taken from the fun and moon : this is aferibed by 
fome to the had tafte of the Afatkks; the works of the Perftans, lays M. 
de Voltaire , are like the titles of their kings , in which the fun and moon are 
often introduced: but they do not refled, that every nation has a fet of 
images, and expreffions, peculiar to itfelf, which arife from the dif¬ 
ference of its climate, manners, and hiftofy. There feerns to be another 
reafon for the frequent allulions of the Perfians to the fun, which may, 
perhaps, be traced from the old language and popular religion of their 
country: thus Mihriddd, or Mithridates, fignifies the gift of the fun, and 
anlwers to the Theodor us and Diodati of other nations. As to the titles 
of the Rajlern monarchs, which feem, indeed, very extravagant to our 
ears, they are merely formal, and no lefs void of meaning than thofe of 
European princes, in which ferenitv and highnefs are often attributed to 
the raoft gloomy , and low-minded of men; 


The midland provinces of Perfia abound in fruits and flowers of 
almoft every kind, and, with proper culture, might be made the garden 

of 
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of Afa ; they are not watered, indeed, by arty confiderable river, fince 
the 'Tigris and Euphrates, die Cyrus and Araxes , the Ox us, and the 
five branches of the Indus, are at the fartheil limits of the kingdom y 
but the natives, who have a turn for agriculture, fupply that defeat by 
artificial canal?.., which Efficiently temper the dryijefs of the foil; but 
in faying they fupply that defed, I am falling into a common error, and 
reprefenting the country, not as it is at prefent, but as it was a century 
ago ; for a long feries, of civil wars and maflacres have now deftroyed 
the .chief .beauties of Pevfa, by dripping it of its mod indudrious in¬ 
habitants. \ ’ \ ■ . /, ,\ i, d •< 

The fame difference of climate, that affeds the air and foil of this 
extenfive country, gives a variety alio to the perfons and temper of its 
natives*; in fome provinces they have dark complexions, and. hard* 
features \ in others they are exquifitely fair, and well made 5 in fome 
others, nervous and robuft: but the general charader of the nation is that 
foftnefs, and love of pkafure, that indolence , and effeminacy , which have 
made them an eafy prey to all the wedern and northern fwarms, that 
have from time to time invaded them. Yet they are not wholly void 
of martial fpirit; and, if they are not naturally brave, they are at lead 
. extremely docile, and might, with proper difeipline, he made excellent 
foldiers: but the greater - part of them, in the diort intervals of peace 
that they happen to enjoy, condantly fink into a date of inactivity, and 
pafs their lives in a plealiirable, yet dudious, retirement j and this may 
be one reafon, why Perfia has produced more writers of every kind, 
and chiefly poets , than all Europe together, fince their way of life gives 
them leifure to purfueythofe arts, which cannot be cultivated to ad¬ 
vantage, without th^ greated calmnefs and ferenity of mind. There is 
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a manufeript at Oxford *, containing the lives f an hundred and thirty - 


! * In Hyperoo Bodl. raS. There is a prefatory dilicurfe to this curious work, which comprifcs the 
lives of ten Arab, an poets. * ** * \ . 
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ian poets, mod: of whom left very ample collections 
but the ver fillers, and moderate poets, 
if Horace will allow any fuch men to exift, are without number in 
a, ' 
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This delicacy of their lives and fentiments has infehfibly affeCted their 
language, and rendered it the fofteft, as it is one of the richeft, in the 
world : it is not poflible to convince the reader of this truth, by quoting 
e from a Perfian poet in TLuropean characters ; iince the fweet- 


nefs of found cannot be determined by the fight, and many words, 
which are foft and mufical in the mouth of a Perfian, may appear harfh 
to our eyes, with a number of confonants and gutturals: it may not, 
however, be abfurd to fet down in this place, an Ode of the poet Hafez, 
which, if it be not fufficient to prove the delicacy of his language, will 
at leaf; fhow the livelinefs of his poetry: 

Ai bad nestmi y dr dari, 

Zan nefhei mujhcbdr dari : 

Zinhar mecun diraz-dejli! 

Ba turret o che cdr dari ? 

Ai gulf to cujd wa ruyi zeibajh. 

O taza, wa to kharbar dari. 

Nerkes, to cuja wa chef mi mejlejh ? 

O ferkhofh, wa to khumdr dari. 

Ai feru, to ba kaddi bulendefh, 

Der bagh che.iytebdr dari ? 

Ai akl r to ba wujudi ijhkejh 

Der deji che ikfatiydr dari ? 

Rikan, to cujd wa khatti febzejh ? 

O mujhcy wa to ghubar uari. 

Ruzi bares bewajli Hafiz , 

Gher takati yntizdr dari* 


That 
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That is, word for word, 0 fweet gale, thou beau 
my beloved ; thence it is that thou hajl this mujky odour. . 
fie A: what hajl thou to do with her trejfes t 0 rofe, what art thou, to be 
compared with her bright face ? She is frejh, and thou art rough with 
thorns. O narciffus, what art thou in compafifon of her languijhing eye ? 
pier eye is only Jleepy, but thou art Jick and faint. O pine, compared with 
her graceful jlature, what honour hajl thou in the garden ? O wifdom, 
what would/I thou choofe, if to choofe were in thy power , in preference to 
her love t O fweet bafil, what art thou ,, to be compared with her frejh. 
cheeks ? They are perfeSl mujk, but thou art foon withered. Come, my 
beloved', and charm Hafez with thy prefence, if thou catifi but fifty with him 
for a jingle day. This little fong is not unlike a ionnct afcribqd to 
Shakefpeare, which deferves to, be cited here, as a proof that the Eaftern 
imagery is not fb different from the European as we are apt to imagine. 
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‘The forward violet thus did I chide : 

“ Sweet thief! whence didji thou (leal, tlsyfweet that fmells, 

** If not from my love's breath.f The purple pride„ 

** Which on thy foft cheek for complexion dwells, Y-, 

** lk my love's veins thou hajl too, grofsly dyed." 

\The lily I condemned for thy handy, 
hind buds of marjoram had fiofn thy hair ; 

The rofes fearfully on thorns did-(land. 

One blujhing fame, another white dejpair ; 

A third, nor red. nor white had jlol'n of both, 

■And to his robh'ry had annex'd • thy breath ; 

But for his theft, in pride of all his growth, 

A vengeful canker eat him up to death. 

More flow’ rs I noted, yet I none could fee, 

But fcent or colour it hadJloPn from thee . 

Shakjpeards Poems, p. 207 , 


The 



The Perjian ftyle is faid to be ridiculoufly bombaft, and this fault is 
imputed to the flavifti fpirit o if the nation, which is ever apt to magnify 
the objects that are placed above it; there are bad writers* to be fure, 
in every country, and as many in Afta as elfewhere j but if we take the 
pains to learn the Perjian language, we fhall find that thofe authors, 
who are generally efteemed in Perfta , are neither flavifh in their fenti- 
ments, nor ridiculous in their expreflions: of which the following 
pafiage in a moral work of Sadi, entitled Boftan, or. The Garden, will 
be a fufficient proof. I have heard that king Nujhirvan, juji before his 
death , Jfoke thus to his fon Hormuz: Be a guardian, my fon , to the poor 
and helplejs ; and be not confined in the chains of thy own indolence. No 
one can be at eafe in thy dominion, while thou feekejl only thy private ref , 
and fay eft, It is enough. A wife man will not approve the fhepherd, who 
Jleeps, while the wolf is in the fold. Go, my fon, protect thy weak and in¬ 
digent people ; f ace through them is a king raifed to the diadem. The 
people are the root , and the king is the free that grows from it \ and the 
tree , 0 my fon , derives its ftretigth from the root *. 
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Are thefe mean fentiments, delivered in poihpous language? Are 
1 —-- 1 — ~ c our mo ft fpirited writers ? And do they not 


they not rather 

convey a fine leftbn for a young king? Yet 'Sadis poems are highly 
efteeraed at Conftantimple , and at Ifpahan■, though, a century or two 
ago, they would have been fuppreffed in Europe , for Spreading with toe 
ftrong a glare the light of liberty and reafon. 


As to the great Epick poem of Ferduji , which was compofed in the 
renth century, it would require a very long treatife, to explain all its 
beauties with a minute exa&nefs. The whole collection of that poet's 
works is called Shabndma, and con tains' the hiftory of Perjia , from the 
earlieft times to the invafion of the Arabs , in a feries of very noble 
poems the longeft and moft regular of which is an heroick poem of 
one great and interefting action, namely, the delivery of Perjia by Cyrus 
from the oppreftions of Afrajiab , king of the Tranjbxan Tartary, who 
being affifted by the emperors of India and China , together with all the 
daemons, giants, and enchanters of Afia, had carried his conquefts very 
far, and become exceedingly formidable to the Perjians. This poem is 
longer than the Iliad ; the characters in it are various and (hiking ; the 
figures bold and animated; and the diction every where fonorous, yet 
noble j poliflied, yet full of fire. A great profusion of learning has 
been thrown away by forae criticks, in comparing Homer with the 
heroick poets, who have fucceeded him ; but it requires very little 
judgment to fee, that no fucceeding poet whatever can with any pro¬ 
priety be compared with Homer: that great father of the Grecian poetry 
and literature., had a genius too fruitful and comprehenlive to let any of 
.the ftrikihg parts of nature efcape his obfervation ; and the poets, W'ho 
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have followed him, have done little more than tranfcribe his images, 
and give anew drefs to his thoughts. Whatever elegance and refine¬ 
ments, therefore, may have been introduced into the works of. the 
moderns, the fpiritand invention of Homer have ever continued without 
a rival: for which reafons I am far from pretending to aflert that the 
poet ot Perfia is equal to that of Greece; but there is certainly a very 
great refemblance between the works of thole extraordinary men :. both 
drew their images from nature herfelf, without catching them only by 
reflection* and painting, in the manner of the modern poets, the likeneft 
oj a likeneff; and both poflefled, in an eminent degree, that rich and 
creative invention, which is the very foul of poetry. 

As the Perfians borrowed their poetical meafures, and the forms of 
their poems from the Arabians , fo the TURKS , when they had car¬ 
ried their arms into Mefopotamia and Afiyria , took their numbers and 
their tafte for poetry from the Perfians ■, 


Greecia capta ferum viftor cm cepit, et artes 
Intulit agrefli Latio. 


In the'Tame manner as the Greek compofltions were the models of: all 
the Roman writers,. fo were thofe of Perfia imitated by the Turks , who 
cbniidcrabJy poiifhed and enriched their language, naturally barren, by 
the number of Ample and compound words, which they adopted from 
the Perfian and Arabick. Lady P/ortley Montague very juftly obferves, 
that we want thofe compound words , which are very frequent and flrong in 
the Turkijh language ; but her interpreters led her into a miftake in ex¬ 
plaining one of them, which fhe.tran Hates fag- eyed, and thinks a Very 
lively mage of the fire and indifference in the eyes of the royal bride: now 
it never entered into the mind of an Afiatick. to compare his miitrefs’s 
eyes to thofe of a flag, or to give an image of their fire and indifference ; 
vol, iv. 4 a the 
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the Turks mean to exp re fs that fullnefs, and, at the fame time, that foft 
and languifidng lujire, which is peculiar to the eyes of their beautiful 
women, and which by no means r'efembles the unpleafing wildnefs in 
thofe of a Rag. T he original epithet, I fuppofe, was * Abu chejhm, or, 
with the eyes of a young fawn : now I take the Ahu to be the fame animal 
with the Gazdl of the Arabians , and the Zabi of the Hebrews, to which 
their poets allude in almoft every page. I have feen one of thefe 
animals; it is a kind of antelope, exquiiitely beautiful, with eyes un¬ 
commonly black, and large. This is the fame fort of roe, to which 
Solomon alludes in this delicate limile: Thy two breafis are like t wo young 
roes, that are twins, which play among the lilies , 

A very polite fcholar, who has lately tranflated fixteen Odes of Hafiz, 
with learned illullrations, blames the Turkijh poets for copying the 
Perfians too fervilely : but, Purely, they are not more blameable than 
Horace , who not only imitated the meafures and expreffions of the 
Greeks , but even tranflated, almoft word for word, the brighteft paflfages 
of Alcceus , Anacreon, and others ; he took lefs from Pindar than from 
the reft, becaufe the wildnefs of his numbers, and the obfcurity of 
his ajlufions, were by no means fuitable to the genius of the Latin 
language: and this may, perhaps, explain his ode to Julius Antonius, 
who might have advifed him *to ufe more of Pindar's manner in cele¬ 
brating the victories of Augufius. Whatever we may think of this 
objection, it is certain that the Turki/h empire has produced a great 
number of poets; fome of whom had no final! merit in their way : 
the ingenious author juft mentioned allured me, that the Turkijh fatires 
of Ruhi Bagdadi were very forcible and ftriking, and he mentioned the 


* This epithet feems to anfvver to the Greek faxifario which our grammarians properly interpret 
Sfice nip is oculis decora ejl etwenujia : if it were permitted to make any innovations in a dead language, 
we might exprefs the Turkijh adjeftive by the word hpZnu,, which would, i dare fay, have founded 
agreeably to the Greeks thcmfelves. 
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not unlike the manner of Juve- 
century, a work was published at 
e fined-merles of Jive hundred and forty-nine 
at lead that they are fingularly fond of this 
opinion of their fuccefs in it. 




The descendants of Tamerlane carried into India the language and 
poetry of the Perjtans ; and the Indian poets to this day compofe their 
verfes in imitation of them. The bell of their works, that have paffed 
through my hands, are thofe of Huzein, who lived l'ome years ago at 
Bendres , with a great reputation for his parts and learning, and was 
known to the Englijh , who relided there, by the name of the Philofopher. 
His poems .are elegant and lively, and one of them, on the departure of 
hisfriends , would fuit our language admirably well, but it is too long to 
be inferted in this ellay. The Indians are foft and voluptuous, but 
artful and infincere, at lead; to the Europeans t whom, to fay the truth, 
they have had no great reafon of late years to admire for theoppolite. 
virtues: but they are fond of poetry, which they learned from the 
Perjtans, and may, perhaps, before the clofe of the century, be as fond 
of a more formidable art, which they will learn from the Englijh,. 




Imuft requeftj that, in bellowing thefe praifes on the writings of 
A/ia, I may not be thought to derogate from the merit of the Greek 
and Latin poems, which have judly been admired in every age j yet I 
cannot but think that our European poetry has fublllled too long on the 
perpetual repetition of the fame images, and incellant allulions to the 
fame fables: and it has been my endeavour for leveral years to incul¬ 
cate this truth, that, if the principal writings of the Afaticks, which are 
repofited in our publick libraries, were printed with the ufual advantage 
of notes and illudrations, and if the languages of the Eafern nations 
were fludied in our great feminaries of learning, where every other 

branch 


branch of ufeful knowledge is taught to perfedion ; , a new and ample field 
would be opened for fpeculation ; we ihould have a more extenlive in- 
fight into the hiftory of the human mind •> we fliould be furnifhed with 
a new fet of images and fimilitudes $ and a number of excellent compo- 
fitions would be brought to light, which future fcholars might explain, 
and future poets might imitate. 






ESSAY 



IT is the fate of thofe maxims, which have been thrown out by very 
. eminent writers, to be received implicitly by moft of their followers, 
and to be repeated a thoufand times, for no other reafon, than becaufe 
•they once dropped from the pen of a fuperior genius: one of thefe'is 
the aftertion of Arijiotle , that all poetry conjijls in imitation, which has 
been fo frequently echoed from author to author, that it would feem a 
kind of arrogance to controvert it j for almoft all the philofophers and 
criticks, who have written upon the fubjedfc of poetry , mujick , and painting , . 
how little foever they may agree in fome points, feem of one mind in 
confidering them as arts merely imitative: yet it muft be clear to any 
. one, who examines what pafles in his own mind, that he is aftedted by 
the fineft poems , pieces of mujick , and pictures, upon a principle, which, 
whatever it be, is entirely diftindt from imitation. M. le Batteux has at¬ 
tempted to prove that all the fine arts have a relation to this common 
• principle of imitating; but, whatever be faid of painting, it is probable, 
that poetry and mujick had a nobler origin and, if the fir ft language of 
man was not both poetical and mufical, it is certain, at leaft, that in 

. countries, where no kind 1 of imitation feems to be much admired, there 

. . > 

are poets and mujiciam both by nature and by art : as in fome Mahometan 

'■■■■' nations: 
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l painting arc forbidden by the laws, where 
dramatic k poetry of every fort is wholly unknown, yet, where the ^ 
arts, of cxprejjmg the pqffions in verfe, and of enforcing that exprejjion by 
melody , are cultivated to a degree of enthufiafm. It fliall be ray endea¬ 
vour in this paper to prove, that, though poetry and mufick have, cer¬ 
tainly, a power of imitating the manners of men, and feveral objeds in 
nature, yet, that their greateft effed is not produced by imitation , but by 
a very different principle; which muft: be fought for in the deepeft 
recedes of the. human mind. 


To ftate the queftion properly, we muft have a clear notion of what 
we mean by poetry and mujick j but wc cannot give a precife definition 
of them, till we have made a few previous remarks on their origin, their 
relation to each, other, and their difference. 


rr 


It feems "probable then that poetry was originally no more than a 
ftrong, and animated exprefiion of the human paffions, of joy and grief, 
love and hate, admiration and anger, lbmetimes pure and unmixed, fome- 
times varioufiy modified and combined: for, if we obferve the voice 
and accents of a perfon affeded by any of the violent paffions, we fhall 
perceive fomething in them very nearly approaching to cadence and 
meafure; which is remarkably the cafe in the language of a vehement 
Orator , whofe talent is chiefly converfant about praife or cenfure; and 
we may colled from feveral paflages in 7'ul/y, that the fine fpeakers 
of old Greece and Rome had a fort of rhythm in their fentences, lefs re¬ 
gular, but not lefs melodious, than that of the poets. 

If this idea be juft, , one would fuppofe that the moft ancient fort of 
poetry confifted in praifsng the Deity for if we conceive a being, created 
with all his faculties and fenfes, endued with fpeech and reafon, to open 
his eyes in a moft delightful plain, to view for the firft time the ferenity 

of 
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of the iky, the fplendour of the fun, the verdure of the fields and woods, 
the glowing colours of the flowers, we yean hardly believe it poffible, 
that he {howl'd refrain from burfting into an extafy of joy, and pouring 
his praifes to the creator of thofe wonders, and the author of his hap- 
pinefs. This kind of poetry is uled in all nations j but as it is the fublimeft 
of all, when it is applied to its true objedt, fo it has often been perverted 
|o impious purpofes by pagans and idolatres: every one knows that the 
dramatick poetry of the Europeans took its rife from the fame fpring, 
and was no more at firfl than a fong, in praife of Bacchus ; fo that the 
only fpecies of poetical compofition (if we except the Epick), which 
can in any fenfe be' called imitative, was deduced from a natural emotion 
of the mind, in which imitation could not be at all concerned. 


The next fource of poetry was, probably, love, or the mutual inclina¬ 
tion, which naturally fubfifts between the fexes, and is founded upon 
perfonal beauty : hence arofe the raoft agreeable odes , and love-fongs, 
.which we admire .in the works of 'the ancient lyrick poets, not filled, 
like our fonnets and -madrigals, with the infipid babble of darts , arid 
Cupids , but Ample, tender, natural; and confiding of fuch unaffected 
endearments, and mild complaints, 

• * Teneri fdegni, e placide e tranquille 

Repulfe, e cari vez.zi, e liete paci. 


as we may fupjpofe to-have paffed between the firfl: lovers in a ftate of 
innocence, before the refinements of fodety, and the reflraints, which 
they introduced, had made the paflion of love fo fierce, and impetuous, 
'as it is faid to have been in Dido , and certainly was in Sappho , if we may 
take her own word for it 


. * Two lines of Tajfo . 

f Sec tlie ode of Sappho quoted by. Longinus and Iran (bled by Boik an* 


The 


The grief, which the fil'd inhabitants of the earth mud have felt at 



. / \i- 


r deareft friends, and relations, gave rife to another 
which originally, perhaps, confifted of fhort dirges, 
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As foon as vice began to prevail in the world, it. was natural for the 
wife and virtuous to exprefs their detejiation of it in the ftrongeft man^ 
ner, and to (how their refentment againft the corrupters of mankind: 
hence moral poetry was derived, which, at firft, we find, was fevere and 
paffionatebut was gradually melted down into cool precepts 
lity, or exhortations to virtue : wennay reafonably con} 
poetry had the fame origin, and that the examples of heroes 


were introduced, to ill ultra te fome moral truth, by fhowing 
linefs and advantages of virtue, or the many misfortunes that flow 


from vice. 
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Where there is vice, which is deferable in itfelf, there mull be hate v 
fmee the Jlrongcjl antipathy in nature, as Mr. Pope aflerted in his writ¬ 
ings, and proved by his whole life, JubfJls between the good and the bad: 
now this paffion was the fource of that poetry, which we call Satire, 
very improperly, and corruptly, fince the Satire of the Romans was no 
more than a moral piece, which they entitled Satura or Satyra *, inti¬ 
mating, that the poem, like a di/7: of fruit and corn offered to Ceres , con¬ 
tained a variety and plenty of fancies and figures ; whereas the true in- 
vedlives of the ancients were called Iambi, of which we have feveral ex¬ 
amples in Catullus , and in the Epodes of Horace, who imitated the very 
meafures and manner of Archilochus. 

Thefe are the principal fources of poetry ; and of mufick alfo, as it 
fhall be my endeavour to fhow: but it is firfl neceflary to fay a few 

* Some Latin words were ipclled either with an u or a j, as Sulla or Sylla. 
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vvill bf 1 fwScicnt lor^our purpoie to obferve that there is a great differ- 

«ence between a common found, and a muficalfound , which confifts chiefly « 
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iri this, that the former is Ample aitd entire in' itfislf like a point, while 
the latter is always accompanied with other founds, without ceafing to 
be one ; like a circle , which is an entire figure, though it Is generated 
by a multitude of points flowing, at equal di fiances, round a common 
centre. Thefe acceflbry founds, which are can fed by the aliquots of a 
^ fonorous body vibrating at once, ar^ called Harmonicks , and the whole 
fyftetn of modern Harmony depends upon them; though it were eafy to 
prove that the fysftem is unnatural, and f>nly made tolerable to the ear 
by habit: for whenever we ftrike the perfect accord on a harpfichord or 
an organ, the harmonicks of the third and fifth have alio their own har- 
monickg, which are difibnant from the principal note: Thefe hofHd 
diflonances are, indeed, almoft overpowered by the natural harmonicks 
of the principal chord, but that does not prove them agreeable. Since 
nature has given us a delightful harmony of her own, why £hould we 
deftroy it by the additions of art ? It is like thinking 




-to paint the lily, 

. And add a.perfume to the violet. 


Now let us conceive that fome vehement paflion is expreifod in ftrong 
words, exactly meafured, and pronounced, in a common voice, in juft ca¬ 
dence, and with proper accents, fuch an expreftion of the paflion will 
be genuine poetry; ^nd the famous ode of Sappho is allowed tp be fo in 
the ftri&eft-fenfe : but if the fame ode, with all it natural accents, were 
exprefled in a mufical voice (that is, in founds accompanied with their 
Harmonicks), if it were fung in due time and meafure, in a Ample and 
vol. iv. • 4 b pleafing 
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The modes of the ancients are faid to have had a wonderful effed over 
the mind $ and Plato, who permits the Dorian in his imaginary repub¬ 
lic^ 


Aipfj 
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pleating tune, that added force to the words without difling them, it 
would then be pujre and original myfick 5 not merely foothing to the ear, 
but affeding to the heart; not an imitation of nature, but the voice of 
But there is another point in which mufick mud re~ 
try , or it will lofe a conliderable part of its effed: we all # 
muft have obferved, that a fpeaker, agitated with paffion, or an ador, 
who is, indeed, ftridly an imitator , are perpetually changing the tone 
and pitch of their voice, as the fenfe of their words varies: it may be 
worth while to examine how this variation is expreffed in mufick . Every 
body knows that the mufical fcale confifts of feven notes, above which 
wfe find a fucceffion of fimilar founds repeated in the fame order, and 
above that, other fucceflions, as far as they can be continued by the * 
human voice, or diftinguifhed 1 'by the human ear: now each of thefe 
leven founds has no more meaning, when it is heard feparately, than a 
Angle letter of the alphabet would have; and it is only by their fuc¬ 
ceffion, and their relation to one principal found, that they take any 
rank in the fcale; or differ from each other, except as they are graver , 
or more acute: but in the regular fcale each interval affumes a proper 
character, and every note ftands related to th,e firfl or principal one by 
various proportions, Now r aferies of founds relating to one leading note 
is called a mode, or a tone, and, as there are twelve femitones in the 
fcale, each of which may be made in its turn the leader of a mode, it 
follows that there are twelve modes; and each of them has a peculiar 
character, arifing from the pofition of the modal note, and from fome 
minute difference in the ratio’s, as of 81 to 80, or a comma; for there 
are fome intervals, which cannot eafily be rendered on our inftruments, 
yet have a furprizing effed in modulation, or in the tranfitions from 
one mode to another. 
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— ettenunate character: not u»i « 
'ling or Toothing the pailions, but 
iated to a particular kind-of poetry, and 
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lent; and the chief of them, as the Dorian , Phrygian , 
Lydian , Ionian^ Eolian, Locrian, belonging originally to the nations, from 
which,they took their names: thus the Phrygian mode , which was ardent 
and impetuous, # was ufually accompanied with trumpets, and the 
Mixolydian, which, if we believe Jriftoxenus, was invented by Sappho , 
was probably confined to .the pathetick and tragic-k Ityie: that thefe 
modes had a relation to poetry, as well as to mufick, appears from a 
fragment of Lafus, in which he fays, / of Ceres, and her daughter 
Melibtxa, the confort of Pluto , fiz Eolian mode, full of gravity arid 
Pindar calls one of his Odes an Eolian fang. If the Greeks furpafled us 
in the firength of their modulations, we have an advantage over them 




minor fcale, which fupplies us with twelve new modes, where 


the two femitones are removed from their natural polition between the 
i, the feventh and eighth notes, and placed between the 
xird, the fifth and fixth; this change of the femitones, by 


giving a minor third to the modal note, foftens the general expreffion of 
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le, and adapts it admirably to lubjeds of grief zn A affiiSlion: the 


minor mode of D is fender, that of.C, with three flats, plaintive, and 

that of F, with four,* pathetick and mournful to the highefl degree, for 
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which reafon it was chofen bv the excellent Pergoleji in his Stabat 
* Mater. Now thefe twenty-four modes, artfully interwoven, and changed 
as often as the fentiment changes, may, it is evident, exprefs all the va¬ 
riations in the voice of a fpeaker, and give an additional beauty to the 
accents of a poet. Confidently with the foregoing principles, we may 
define original and native poetry to be the language of the violent pajjions, 
exprejjed in exaB meafure, 'with ftrong accents and jignifeant words', and 
true mufick to be no more than poetry , delivered in a fucceffion of harmth 
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nious founds, fb difpofed as to pleafe tie ear. It is in this view only that we 
fider the mufick of the ancient Greeks , or attempt to account 
azing effedts, which we find related by the graved hidorians, and 
philosophers ; it was wholly paflionate or defcriptive, and fo clofely united 
to poetry, that it never obdrudtcd, but always increaled its influence ■„ 
whereas our boafted harmony, with s$l its fine accords, and numerous 
parts', paints nothing, exprefles nothing, fays nothing to the heart, and 
conlequent.lv can only give more or lefs pleafure to oi^e of our fenfes; 
and no reafonable man will ferioufly prefer a tranfitory pleafure, which 
mud foon end in fatiety, or even in difguft, to a delight of the foul, 
arifing from fympathy, and founded on the natural paflions, always 
lively, always interefting, always tranfporting. The old dmfions of 
mu lick into celejiial and' earthly, divine and human, aBive and contempla¬ 
tive , intellective and oratorial, were founded rather upon metaphors, and 
chimerical analogies, than upon any real dillindtions in nature j but the 
want of making a didimdion between muftck of mere founds , and the mujick 
of the pafions, has been the perpetual fource of confufion and contradic¬ 
tions both among the ancients and the moderns: nothing can be more 
oppofite in many points than the fydems of Rameau and ‘Tartini, one of 
whom aflerts that melody fprings from harmony, and the other deduces 
harmony from melody; and both are in the right, if the fird fpeaks only 
of that mufick, which took its rife frqjn the muliipliaty of founds heard 
at once in the fonorous body, and the fecond, of thatf which rofe from the 
accents and inflexions of the human voice , animated by the pajfums: to de¬ 
cide, as Roufeau fays, whether of thefe two fchools ought to have the 
preference, we need only a fie a plain quellion, Was the voice made for 
the indruments, or the indruments for the voice ? Agmr:. V 


In defining what true poetry ought to be, according to our principles, 
we have defcribed what it really was among the Hebrews, the Greeks 
and Romans , the Arabs and Perjians. The lamentation of David, and 

his 
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odes, or pfalms, the fang of Solomon, the prophecies of Ifaiah, 
'Jeremiah, and the other inTpired writers, are truly and, ftridtly poetical; 
but what did David or Solomon imitate in their divine poems? A man, 
who is really joyful or afflifted, cannot be faid to imitate joy or affliftion. 
The lyrick verfes of Ale feus, Aleman , and lbycus , the hymns of Calli¬ 
machus, the elegy of Mofcbus on the death of Bion, are all beautiful 
of poetry ; yet Alcaeus was no fmitator of love, Callimachus was 
of religious awe and admiration, Mofcbus was no imitator of 

grief at the lofs of an amiable friend. Arijlotle himfelf wrote a very 

; 

poetical elegy on the death of a man, whom he had loved; but it would 
be difficult to fay what he imitated in it: “ O virtue, who propofejl many 
labours to the human race, and art ft ill the alluring objedl of our life ; for 
thy charms » 0 beautiful goddefs, it was always an envied happinefs in 
Greece even to die, and to fuffer the mojl painful, the mojl afflicting evils : 
U juch are the immortal fruits, which thou raff in our minds ; fruits, 
“ more precious than gold, more fweet than the love of parents, and Joft re~ 
<* pofe: for thee Hercules the J9h of Jove, and the twins of fLeda, fujlained 
“ many labours, and by their illujlrious actions fought thy favour ; for love 
“ of thee, Achilles and Ajax defcended to the man/ion of Pluto; and,, 
** through a 'zeal for thy charms, the prince of Atarnea alfo was deprived 
“ of the fun's light: thereforeft: all the muj'es, daughters of memory, render 
“ him immortal for his glorious deeds, whenever they Jing the god of hofpita- 
“ tityi a M,d the honours due to a lifting Jriendjhip 

# 

In the preceding colledtion of poems, there are fome Eajlern fables, 
fome odes, a panegyrick, and an elegy ; yet it does not appear to me, that 
there is the lead: imitation in either of them: Petrarch was, certainly, 
too deeply affected with real grief, and the Perjian poet was too fmcere 
a lover, to imitate the paffions of others. As to the reff, a fable in verfe 
is no more an imitation than a fable iruprofe; and if every poetical nar¬ 
rative, which deferibes the manners, and relates the adventures of men, 

be 



very romance, and 'even every hiftory, mud be 
>. like wife; fince many poems are drily romances, or parts of 
:old in a regular meafure. r fi'f 
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What has been faid of poetry, may with, equal force be applied to 
mujick , which is poetry, drefled to advantage; and even to painting, 
many forts of which are poems tojthe eye, as all poems, merely deferip- 
tive, are pictures to the ear: and this way of conlidering them, will fet 
the refinements of modern artifts in their true light; for the pajfions,■ 
which were given by nature, never fpoke in an unnatural form, arid no 
man, truly affeded. with love or grief, ever expreffed the one in an 
acrojiick, or the other in a fugue: thefe remains, therefore, of the falfe 
tafte, which prevailed in the dark ages, fhould be banifhed from this, 
which is enlightened with a juft one. 


It is true; that fome kinds of painting are ftridly imitative, as that 
which is folely intended to reprefent the human figure and countenance; 
bur it will be found,. that' thofe pidures have always the greateft effed, 
which reprefent fome pajjion, as the martyrdom of St.. Agnes by TJomeni- 
cbino, and the various reprefehtations of the Crucifixion by the fmeft 
mafters of Italy; and there can be no doubt, but that the famous facrifice 
of Iphigenia by ‘Timantbes was afteding to the higheft degree ; which 
proves, not that painting cannot be faid to imitate, but that jts moft 
powerful influence over the mind arifes, like j^atof the other arts, from 
fympathy. 


It is afferted alfo that deferiptive poetry, and deferiptkw mufick, as 
they are called, are ftrid imitations; but, not to infill that mere deferip- 
tion is the meaneft part of both arts, if indeed it belongs to them at all, 
it is clear, that words and founds Jiave no kind of refemblance to vifible 
objeds: and what is an imitation, but a refemblance of fome other 

thing ? 



thing ? Befides, no unprejudiced hearer will fay that he finds the finall- 
eft traces of imitation in the numerous fugues , counterfugues , and dkri- 
fionS , which rather difgrace than adorn the modern mufick : even founds 
themfelves are imperfectly imitated by harmony, and, if we lometimes 
hear the murmuring of a brook , or the chirping of birds in a concert, we 
are generally apprifeiFbefore-hand of the paffages, where we*may expedl - 
them. Some eminent muficians, indeed, have been abfurd enough to 
think of imitating laughter anid other noifes, but, if they had fucceeded, 
they could not^liave made amends for their want of talfe in attempting 
it; for fuch ridiculous imitations mull: neceflarily deftroy the fpirit and 
dignity of the fineft poems, which they ought to illuftrate by a graceful 
and natural melody. It feems to me, that, as thofe parts of poetry , 
mufck, and painting, which relate to the paffions, affedt by fympathy , fo 
thofe,^vvhioh are mdrely defcriptive, adt by a kind of J'ubjlitution, that if, 
by railing in our minds, aifedfions, or fentiments, analogous to thofe, 
which arife in us, when the refpedtive objedts in nature are prefented to 
our fenfes. Let us fuppofe that a poet, a mufician, and ^painter, are 
driving to give their friend, or patron, a pleafure fimilar to that, which 
he feels at the fight of a beautiful profpedh The firil will form, an 
agreeable aflemblage of lively images, which he will exprefs in fmooth 
and elegant verfes of a fprightly meafure ; he will defcribe the moll 
delightful objedts, [and will add to the graces of his defcription a certain 
delicacy of fentirnent, and a fpirit of cheerfulnefs. The mufician, who 
undertakes to fet the words of the poet, will feledt fome mode, which, 
on his violin, has the character of mirth and gaiety, as the Eolian, or E 
fat, which he «will change as the fentirnent is varied: he will exprefs 
the words in. a fimple and agreeable melody, which will not dilguife, 
but embellifh them, without aiming at any fugue, or figured harmony: 
he will ufe the bafs, tc mark the modulation more ftrongly, efpecially in 
the changes j and he will place the tenour generally in unifon with the 
bafs, to prevent too great a diftance between the parts: in the fymphony 
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s, avoid a double melody , and will a 
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le acceffory ideas, which the principal part, that is, the 

Id not eafily exprefs : he will not .make a number of ufSiels • 

. . , - \ r . - 1 r ■ /». ' 

repetitions, becaufe the pafhons only repeat the fame exprefhons, — 

x I uj J l 1 

dwell upon the fame fentiments, while deferiptton can only reprefei. 

Tingle objed by a lingle fentenoe. The painter will deferihe all \ 
objects more exactly than his rival?, but he will fall ihort of the uuict 
artifts in a very material circumflance ; namely, that his pencil, which, 
may, indeed, exprefs a funple paffion, cannot paint a thought, or draw 


* * ^ \i< • 

the (hades of fentiment: he will, however, finifh his landfcape with 




.Thus wall each artift gain his end, not by imitating the works of 
nature, but by afluming her power, and caufing the fame efFed Upon 
the imagination, which her charms produce to the fenfes : this muft be 
the chief objed of a poet, a muiician, and a painter, who know that 
great ejf eBs are not produced by minute details , but by the general fpirit of 
4 the whole piece , and that a gaudy compojition may jlrike the mind for a (hort 
tme> but that the beauties of Jimplicity are both more delightful , and more 
permanent. 

" ■' #. 

As the pafions are differently modified in different men, and as even 
the various objeds in nature affed our minds in various degrees* it is 
obvious, that there muft be a great diverfity in the pleafure, which we 
receive from the fine arts, whether that pleafure arifes from fympatky, 
or fubjlitutian and that it were a wild notion in artifls to think of plead¬ 
ing. 


’ 


m 


grace and elegance; his colours will be rich, and glowing; his perfpec- . 
tive finking ; and his figures will be difpofed with an agreeable variety, 
but not with confulion : above all, he will diifufe over his whole piece 
igph a fpirit of livelinefs and feftivity, that the beholder fhatll bt^feized 
with sL kind of rapturous delight, and. Tor' a mopient, miflake art for 
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ing every reader, hearer, or beholder; fince every man has a particular 
let ot objedts, and a particular inclination, which dircdt him in the choice 
ol his pleafures, and induce him to confider the productions, both of 
nature and of art, as more or lefs elegant, in proportion as they give 
him a greater or fmaller degree of delight: jhis does not at all con¬ 
tradict the opinion of many able Writers, that there is one uniform 
jlandard of tajle fince the pajjions , and, confequentl^, fympatby, are 
generally the fame in all men, till they are weakened by age, infirmity, 
or other caufes. 

If the arguments, ufed in this eflay, have any weight, it will appear, 
that the fineft parts of poetry, mufick, and painting, are expreflive of the 
pafions, and operate on our minds by fympatby', that the inferior parts 
of them are defcriptive of natural objetts , and affedt us chiefly by Jubfti- 
tution; that the expreflions of love , pity, defire, and the tender paffions, 
as well as the defer iptions of objedts that delight the fenfes, produce in 
the arts what we call the beautiful but that bate , anger, fear , and the 
terrible paffions, as well as objedts, which are unpleqfing to the fenfes, 
are productive of thz fublime, when they are aptly exprefled, or deferibed. 

Thefe fubjedts might be purfued to infinity; but, if they were amply 
difeufied, it would be necefiary to write a leries of diiTertations, inftead 
of an eflay. 
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Return, cdeftiai Mufe, 

By whofe bright fingers o’er my infant head. 
Lull’d with immortal iymphony, were fpread 
Frefh bays and flow’rets of a thoufand hues; 

Return ! thy golden lyre, 

Chorded with funny rays of temper’d fire. 

Which in Aftraea’s fane I fondly hung. 

Bold I reclaim : but ah, fweet maid. 

Bereft of thy propitious aid 
My voice is tunelefs, and my harp unftrung. 

In vain I call , . . What charm, what potent fpell 
Shall kindle into life the long-unwaken’d fhell ? 




Hafte ! the well-wrought * bafket bring. 
Which two filler Graces wove. 

When the third, whofe praife I fing, 
Blufhing fought the bridal grove. 

Where the flow-defcending fun 
Gilt the bow’rs of Wimbledon. 

In the vafe myfterious fling 
Pinks and rofes gemm’d with dew. 


■* Mils Louifa Bingham, and Mifs Frances Molefworth her coufin, decked a bafket with ribbands 
.and ilowers to hold the nuptial prefents. 

Flow’rs 
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Flow’rs of ev’ry varied hue, s 
Daughters fair , of early fpring. 
Laughing fweet with fapphire eyes. 
Or with Iris’ mingled dyes : 

Then around the bafket go, 




ill 






' Tripping light with filent pace. 
While, with folemn voice and flow ** 


Thrice pronouncing, thrice I trace 
Oh the filken texture bright. 
Character’d in beamy light, 

Names of more than mortal pow’r, 
Sweeteft influence to diffufe j 
Names, that from her lhadieft bow’r 
Draw the foft reludant mufe. 
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Firft, I with living gems enchafe 
The nariie of Her, whom for this feftive day 
With zone and mantle elegantly gay 
The Graces have adorn’d, herfelf a Grace, 
Molesworth . , , hark ! a fwelling note 
Seems on Zephyr’s wing to float. 

Or has vain, hope my flatter’d fenlie-beguil’d ? 
Next'Her, who braided many a flow’r. 

To deck her lifter’s nuptial bow’r, 
^ingham,' with gentle heart and afped mild: 

The charm prevails i , . I hear, I hear 
Strains nearer yet, and yet m'ore near. 

\ V* . 

Still, ye nymphs and youths, advance, 

Sprinkle ftill the balmy Ihow’r, 

Mingle ftill the mazy dance. 

Two names of unrefifted pow’r; 


■ 


Behold, 



Behold, in radiant charadeirs 1 write: 
O rife! O leave thy fecret fhrine. 


For they, who all thy nymphal train outfit ine, 

Dungannon *, heav'nly Mufe, and Devonshire f invite. 

Saw ye not yon myrtle wave ? 

Heard ye not a warbled ftrain ? 

Yes ! the harp, which Clio gave. 

Shall his ancient found regain. 

One dearer name remains. Prepare, prepare ! 

She comes . . . how fwift th’ impatient air 
Drinks tlie riling accent fweet! 

Soon the charm fhall be complete. 

Return, and wake the lilent firing ; 

Return, fweet Mufe, for Althorp bids me fing. 

’Tis fhe . . and, as fhe fmiles, the breathing lyre 
Leaps from his lilken bands, and darts ethereal fire. 

Bright fon of ev’ning, lucid liar, 

Aulpicious rife thy foften’d beam. 

Admir’d ere Cynthia’s pearly car 

O’er heav’n’s pure azure fpreads her gleam: 

Thou faw’fl. the blooming pair, 

Like thee ferencly fair. 

By love united and the nuptial vow. 

Thou feefl the mirthful train 
Dance to th* unlabour’d flrain, 

* Lady Henrietta Spencer, fecond daughter of John earl Spencer, and wife of the lord vifeount 
Duncannon, cldeft fon of the earl of Betborough. 

f Lady Georgians, eldeit daughter of earl Spencer^ and wife of William Cavendiih, fifth duke of 
DeYonflurc. : + 
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Seell bound with myrtle ev’ry youthful brow. 

Shine forth, ye filver eyes of night, 

And gaze on virtues crown’d with treafure's of delight. 


Arid thou, the golden-trefled child of morn. 
Whene’er thy all-infpiring heat 
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See them with ev’ry gift that Jove bellows. 

With ev’ry joy replete. 

Save, when they melt at fight of human woes. 

Flow fmoothly, circling hours. 

And o’er their heads unblended pleafure pour; 

Nor let your fleeting round 
Their mortal tranfports bound, 

But fill their cup of blifs, eternal pow’rs. 

Till time himfelf lhall ceafe, and funs lhall blaze no more. 


MMi.' 


Each morn, reclin’d on many a role, 

\ Lavmiia’s * pencil lhall difclofe 
New forms of dignity and grace, 

Th’ expreflive air, th’ impaffion’d face, 

The curled fmile, the bubbling tear. 

The bloom of hope, the fnow of fear. 

To fome poetick tale frelh beauty give. 

And bid the llarting tablet rife and live ; 

Or with fwift fingers lhall Ihe touch the firings. 
And in the magick loom of harmony 
Notes of fuch wond’rous texture weave. 


a < 


* Lady Althorp has an extraordinary talent' 1 for drawing hiftorick fubjcAs, and exprefling the 
paifior.s .in the mo^t Ample manner. 

As 
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As lifts the foul on feraph winffs. 


Which, as 



While thou. 

Lov’d by the Mufe and by the poet lov’d, 

. Althorf, fhouldft emulate the fame 
Of Roman patriots and th’ Athenian name j 


With all thy * mother’s grace, and all thy father’s fenle, 
Th’ applauding fehatej whilft, above thy head, 
fLxultidg Liberty fhould fmile. 

Then, bidding dragon-born Contention ceafe, 
i Should knit the dance with meek-ey’d Peace, 

And by thy voic? impell’d fhould fpread 
An univerfal joy around her cherifh’d ifle. 

But ah ! thy publick virtues, youth, are vain 
In this voluptuous, this abandon’d age, 

When Albion’s fons with frantick rage. 

In crimes alone and recreant bafenefs hold. 


' ■ 


Repudiate ; Haves of vice, and Haves of gold ! 
They, on ftabry pinions failing 
Through the cryftal fields of air. 

Mourn their efforts unavailing. 

Loft perfuafions, fruitlefs care: 

Truth, Juftice, Reafon, Valour, with them fly 
To feek. a purer foil, a more congenial Iky. 


* Georgians Poyntz countcfs Spencer, 



; 




‘ A dome by viewlefs genii ihall be rais'd. 

The walls of adamant compact and deep. 

The portals with fky-tmdtur’d gems emblazed : 

There on a lofty throne fliall Virtue ftandj 
To her the youth of Delaware fhall kneel; 

And, when her fmiles rain plenty o’er the land,. 

Bow, tyrants, bow beneath th’ avenging fteel ! 
Commerce with fleets (hall mock the waves,, 
And Arts, that flourifli not with Haves, 

Dancing with ev’ry Grace and ev’ry Mule, 

Shall bid the valleys laugh and heav’nly beams diffufe 
She ceafes; and a ftrange delight 
Still vibrates on my ravilh’d ear: 

What floods of glory drown my fight! 


This for my friend . . . but, gentle nymphs, no more 
Dare I with fpells divine the Mufe recall: 

Then, fatal harp, thy tranfient rapture o’er,. 

Calm 1 replace thee on the facred wall. 

Ah, fee how lifelefs hangs the lyre. 

Not lightning now, but glitt’ring wire ! 

Me to the brawling bar and wrangles high 
Bright-hair'd Sabrina calls and rofy-bofoni’d Wye. 
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T&XV1V t£k]ovuv at mXsig tTtrtv, 

’AW’ airx sror ocv ucriv ’ ANAPES 
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Aur»; t rcogeiv eidoTsg, 

’EvjavOa Ttiffl x* •TfoXaq. 

Alc. quoted by Aristides. 






HAT conftitutes a State ? 

Not high-rais’d battlement or labour’d mound. 
Thick wall or moated gate ; 

Not cities proud with fpires and turrets crown'd ; 

Not bays and broad-arm’d ports. 

Where, laughing at the ftorm, rich navies ride. 

Not ftarr’d and fpangled courts. 

Where low-brow’d bafenefs wafts perfume to pride. 


No 






mmm 

^mk 


' , ' ' ' ' . * ; 1 t a *>z if* ■ 1 t lr kV./A 

."'. t -ir r '■■ ■ v '••'" v-V: V,ijv/J-^'-v;b$&kV.»fc f'?>l-'>’-''.f'u : <^,'''-•. '.' %«' ’/^ •'/ ■ ViV'V 1 • v' ' ■ ' >V f v^'/ffi.••'•''' f!" H \ ;.-■ •>'• ‘vlyHi 1 . 


■RH W||H| 


• - : .V ;, • i: A: PP^''^ 

• ‘ . ’ - , < ' ■ ' * ‘ ’’ 

572 

V '■ 1 /-‘'viV 1 (’ ■ ' 4 'f fe 1 '' 1 >. I ’..'V'‘ ,, '7, 


AN ODE. 

No :—•MEN, high-minded MEN, 

With pow’rs as far above dull brutes endued 
In foreft, brake, or den. 

As beafts excel cold rocks and brambles rude •, 

Men, who their duties know. 

But know their rights, and, knowing, dare maintain* 
Prevent the long-aim’d blow. 

And crufh the tyrant while they rend the chain : 

“Theft conflitute a State, 

And fov’reign LAW, that ftate > s colleEled will , 

O’er thrones and globes elate 
Sits Emprefs, crowning good, repreffing ill 
Smit by jier facred frown 
The fiend Difcretion like a vapour links. 

And e’en th’ all-dazzling Crown 
Hides his faint rays, and at her bidding (brinks.. 

Such was this heav’n-lov’d ifle. 

Than Lejbos fairer and the Cretan fhore ! 

No more (hall Freedom (mile ? 

Shall Britons languifh, and be MEN no more ? 

Since all mull life refign, 

Thofe fweet rewards, which decorate the brave, 

’Tis folly to decline. 

And Heal inglorious to the filent grave. 
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nld not be compelled 5 we formed it by our own 

choice. 

G. You did right-But have you not fome head or prefident of 

your club ? 

F. The mailer for each night is chofen by all the company prefent 
the week before; 

G, Does he make laws to bind you in cafe of ill temper or mi {be¬ 
haviour ? -'-ft ; * 

F. He make laws ! He bind us! No j we have all agreed to a fet of 
equal rules, which are figned by every new comer, and were written, 
in a {{range hand by young Spelman , the lawyer’s clerk, whole uncle is 
a member. 

G. What Ihould you do, if any one member were to infill on be- 

■ 

coming perpetual mailer, and on altering your rules at his arbitrary will 

and pleafure ? 

. 

F. We Ihould expel him. 

G. What, if he were to bring a ferjeant’s guard, when the militia are 
quartered in your neighbourhood, and infill upon your obeying him ? 

F, We Ihould refill, if we could •, if not, the fociety would be 
broken up. 

G. Suppofe that, with his ferjeant’s guard, he were to take the 
money out of the box or out of your pockets ? 

F. Would not that be a robbery ? 

G. I am feeking information from you. How Ihould you adt on fuch 


F. We Ihould fubmit, perhaps, at that time j but Ihould afterwards 
try to apprehend the robbers. 

G. What, if you could not apprehend them ? 

F. We might kill them, I Ihould think; and, if the King would not 
pardon us, God would. 

G. How could you either apprehend them, or, if they refilled, kill 
them, without a fufficient force in your own hands ? 


F. Oh! 
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jF. Oh ! we are all good players at fingle flick, and each of us has a 
flout cudgel or quarter-flaff in the corner of his room. 

G. Suppofe that a few of the club were to domineer over the reft, and 
infift Upon making laws £ot them——- 

F. We muft take the fame courfe; except that it would be eafier to 
reftrain one man, than a number; but we fhould be the majority with 
juftice on our fide. 

G. A word or two on another head. Some of you, I prefume, are no 
great accountants. 

F. Few of us underftand accounts ; but we trull old Lilly the fchool- 
mafter, whom we believe to be an honeft man; and he keeps the key of 
our box. 

G. If your money fhould in time amount to a large fum, it might not 
perhaps be fafe, to keep it at his houfe or in any private houfe. 

F. Where elfe fhould we keep it ? 

G. You might chufe to put it into the funds, dr to lend it the ’fquire, 
who has loft fo much lately at Newmarket , taking his bond or forne of 
his fields as your fecurity for payment with intereft. 

F, We muft in that cafe confide in young Spelman , who will foon fet 
up for himfelf, and, if a lawyer can be honeft, will be an honeft lawyer. 

G. What power do you give to Lilly , or fhould you give to Spelman 
in the cafe fuppofed ? . 

F. No power. We fhould give them both a due allowance for their 
trouble, and fhould exped a faithful account of all they had done for us. 

G. Honeft men may change their nature. What, if both or either of 
them were to deceive you. 

F. We fhould remove them, put our truft in better men, and try to 
repair our lofs. 

G. Bid it never occur to you, that every ftate or nation was only a 
great club ? 

F. Nothing ever occurred to me on the fubjed; for I never thought 
about it. 

G. Though 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 

A SHORT defence hath been thought neceflary, againft a violent and 
groundlefs attack upon the Flintshire Committee, for having teftified 
their approbation of the following Dialogue, which hath been phblickly 
branded with the moft injurious epithets ; and it is conceived, that the fure 
way, to vindicate this little Traft from fo unjuft a chara&er, will be as pub-* 
lickly to.produce it.——The friends of the Revolution will inftantly fee, 
that it contains no principle, which has not the fupport of the higheft 
authority, as vv.ell as the cleareft reafon. 

If the do&rines which it flightly touches, in a manner fuited to the nature 
of the Dialogue, be ** feditious, treafonable, and diabolical,” Lord Somers was 
an incendiary, Locke a traitor, and the Convention-parliament a pandtaemoniuru; 
but, if thofe names are the glory and boaft of England, and if that convene 
tion fecured our liberty and happinefs, then the doctrines in queftion are 
not only juft and rational but conftitutional and Jalutary ; and the reproachful 
epithets belong wholly to the fyftem of thofe, who fo grofsly mifapplied 
them. h d: vi* S : ’ /j - 
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VV uy ffiould humble men, like me, fign or fet marks to peti¬ 
tions of this nature ? It is better for us Farmers to mind our hufbandry, 


and leave what we cannot comprehend to the King and Parliament. 

G. You can comprehend more than you imagine; and, as a free 
member of a freefate , have higher things to mind than you may con¬ 
ceive. 

F, If by free you mean out ofprifon, I hope to continue fo, as long as 
I can pay my rent to the ’fquire’s bailiff ; but what is meant by a free 

fate f 

G. Tell me firfl what is meant by a club in the village, of which I 
know you to be a member. 

F. It is an alfembly of men, who meet after work every Saturday to 
be merry and happy for a few hours in the week. 

G. Have you no other object but mirth ? 

F. Yes; we have a box, into which we contribute equally from our 
monthly or weekly favings, and out of which any members of the club 
are to be relieved in flcknefs or poverty; for the parifh officers are fo 
cruel and indolent, that it were better to flarve than apply to them for 
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G. Did they, or the Yquire, or the parfon, or all together, compel 
you to form this fociety ? 


F. Oh! 
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Quod fi port Mas Martias e TyrannoBoms quifpiam aliquod 

' carmen piebi tradidiflet, mquc Suhurratn ct fori circulos et in ora 
yulgi intullflet, adura profe&b fuiffet de partibus deque dominatione 
CceJ'aruttt j plus mehercule valuiffet ununi A^odm ptsAo? quam Ciceronis 
Philippica omnes. 

Lowth De Sacra Poejt , Prael. I. 


Verdant myrtle’s branchy pride 
Shall my biting falchion wreathe : 

Soon fhall grace each manly fide 
Tubes that fpeak and points that breathe. 


Thus, 
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Thus, Harmodius , ftione thy bla 

Thus, Ariftogiton, thine! 

Whofe, when BRITAIN fighs for aid, 

Whofe fhall now delay to fhine ? 

Deareft youths, in iflands bleft, 

* 

Not, like recreant idlers, dead. 

You with fleet Pelides reft. 


And with godlike Diomed . 


m 

Verdant myrtle’s branchy fridc 
Shall my thirfty blade intwine : 

Such, Harmodius, deck’d thy fide ! 


Such, Arijlogiton, thine ! 

They thebafe Hipparchus flew 
At the feaft for Pallas crown’d : 

Gods ! how fwift their poniards, flew ! 
he monfter ting’d the ground ! 

‘’Up fig 1 pi ( im 1 Mp M 
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How the monfter ting’d the ground 

Then in Athens all was Peace, 
Equal Laws and Liberty : 

Nurfe of Arts, and eye of Greece / 
People valiant, firm, and free ! 

Not lefs glorious was thy deed, 
Wentworth , fix’d in Virtue’s caufe j 

Not lefs brilliant be thy meed, 
Lenox, friend to Equal Laws / 

High in Freedom’s temple rais’d. 
See Fitz Maurice beaming ftand. 

For colle&ed Virtues prais’d, 
Wifdom’s voice, and Valour’s hand ! 

Ne'er fhall fate their eyelids clofe : 
They, in blooming regions bleft. 

With Harmodius fhall repofe. 

With Arijlogiton reft. 
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Nobleft Chiefs, a Hero’s crown 
Let th’ Athenian patriots claim : 

You lefs fiercely won renown; 

You affum’d a milder name. 

They thro’ blood for glory ftrove. 
You more blifsful tidings bring j 

They to death a 'Tyrant drove. 

You to fame re/ior'd a KING. 

Rife, BRITANNIA, dauntlefs rife ! 
Cheer’d with triple Harmony, 

Monarch good, and Nobles wife. 
People valiant, firm, and FREE 1 
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faithful portrait, with the charader of a memorable and illuftrious man, 
not in the ftyle of panegyrick on a monument, but in the language of 


fober truth, 


!» 


John Dunning (aname to which no title could add luftre) polTelTed 
profeflional talents which may truly be called inimitable; for, befides their 
fuperlative excellence, they were peculiarly his own; and as it would 
fcarcely be poffible to copy them, fo it is hardly probable that nature or 
education will give them to another. His language was always pure, al¬ 
ways elegant; and the beft. words dropped eafily from his lips into the 
belt places with a fluency at all times aftonifhing, and, when he had per- 
f e a health, really melodious: his ftyle of fppaking confifted of all the 
turns, oppofmons, and figures, which the old Rhetoricians taught, and 
which Cicero frequently pradifed, but which the auftere and folemn fpirit 
of Demojihenes refufed to adopt from his firft matter, and feldom admitted 
into his orations, political or forenfick. 


VOL. iv. 


• f -1 D 


Many 





us wit. Tliis relieve 
the weary, calmed the refentful, and animated the drowfy: this drew 
fmiles even from fuch as were the objects of it; fcattered flowers over a 
defert; and, like fun-beams fparkling on a lalge, gave fpirit and vivacity to 
the dulled and lead interefting caufe. Not that his accomplifhments, as 
an advocate, confided principally in volubility of Ipeech or livelinefs of 
raillery. He was endued with an intelledt, fedate, yet penetrating, clear, 
y r et profound ; lubtle, yet ftrong. His knowledge too was equal to his 
imagination, and his memory to bis knowledge. He was not lefs deeply 
learned in the fublime principles of jurifprudence and the particular laws 
of his country, than accurately dull ed in the minute, but ufeful, practice of 
all our different courts. In the nice conduit of a complicated caufe, np 
particle of evidence could efcape his vigilant attention, no lhade of argu¬ 
ment could elude his comprehenlive reafon. Perhaps the vivacity of his 
imagination fometimes prompted him to fport where it would have been 
\ wifer to argue ; and, perhaps, the exadfcnefs of his memory fometimes in¬ 
duced him to anfwer fuch remarks as hardly deferved notice, and to enlarge 
on fmall circumftances which added little to the weight of his argument: 
but thofe only who have experienced can, in any degree, conceive the dif¬ 
ficulty of exerting all the mental faculties in one indant, when the lead 
deliberation might lofethe tide of a&ion irrecoverably. The people fel- 
dom err in appreciating the character of fpeakers ; and thofe clients who 
were too late to engage Dunning on their fide,, never thought them- 
felves lecure of fuccefs, while thofe againft whom he was engaged were 
always apprehendve of a defeat. 


As a lawyer, he knew that Britain could only be happily governed on 
the principles of her coriditutional, or publick law ; that the regal power 
was limited, and popular rights afcertained by it; but that the ariftocracy 

had 



lit ^ore, an equal fupporter of juft prerogative, and of national 
freedom, weighing both in the noble balance of our recorded con- 
ftitution. An able and afpiring ftatefman, who profeffed the fame 
principles, had the wifdom to folicit, and the merit to obtain, the fiiend- 
lhip of this great man ; and a connexion, planted originally on the hrm 
ground of fimilarity in political fentiments, ripened into perional anection 
which nothing but death could have diifolved or impaired. Whether in 
his minifterial ftation he might not iuffer a few prejudices infallibly 
to creep on his mind, as the beft men have fuffered becaufe they were 
men, may admit of a doubt; but, if even prejudiced, he was never 
uncandid, and though pertinacious in all his opinions, he had great in¬ 
dulgence for fuch as differed from him. 
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His fenfe of honour was lofty and heroick; his integrity ftern and 
inflexible j and though he had a ftrong inclination to fplendour of life, 
with a tafte for all the elegancies of fociety, yet no love of dignity, of 
wealth, or of pleafure, could have tempted him to deviate, in a fmgle 
inflance, from the ftraight line of truth and honefty. He carried his 
democratical principles even into focial life, where he claimed no more 
of til convention than his juft (hare, and was always candidly atten¬ 
tive, when it was bis turn to be a hearer. His enmities were ftrong, 
yet placable ; but his friendlhips were eternal; and if his affedions ever 
fubdued his judgment, it muft have been in cafes, where the fame or 
intereft of a friend were nearly concerned. The veneration, with which 
lie conftantly treated his father, whom his fortunes and reputation had 
made the happieft of mortals, could be equalled only by the amiable ten- 
dernefs which he fhewed as a parent. He ufed to fpeak with wonder 
and abhorrence of Swift, who was not afhamed to leave a written declar¬ 
ation, “ that he could never be fond of childrenand with applaufe of 
the caliph, who, on the eve of a decifive battle, which was won by his 

valour 
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valour and wifdom, amufed bin*!!' in 
ride on his fcvmitar, and play with his 
as unlikely to treat the army with 1 
natural and innocent a recreation. 
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For fome months before his death, the nurfery had been his chief de¬ 
light, and gave him more pleafure than the cabinet could have afforded: 
but this parental affedion, which had been a fource of fo much felicity, 
was probably a caufe of his fatal illnefs. He had loft one fon, and ex- 
peded to lofe the other, when the author of this painful tribute to his 
memory parted from him with tears in his eyes, little hoping to fee him 
again in a perifhable ftate.—As he perceives, without affedation, that 
his tears now fteal from him, and begin to moiften the paper on which 
he writes, he reludantly leaves a fubjett, which he could not loon have 
exhaitfted ; and when he alfo {hall relign his life to the great Giver of 
it, he delires no other decoration of his humble grave-ftone than. this 
honourable truth: 


i! /•; i * i, \ »ft .?> S 


wMi 


With none to flatter, none to recommend, 
DUNNING approv’d and mark’d him as.a friend. 
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,en in feven, who inhabit this kingdom, have, like you, 
petition, which I defired you to figft, has nothing for 
the reftoration of you all to the right of chuiing thofe 
:ers, by whom your money or your lives may be taken from you. 
nd, while I read it diftin&ly. 

F. Give me your pen—I never wrote my name, ill as it may be writ¬ 
ten, with greater eagernefs. 

G. I applaud you, and truft, that your example will be followed by 
millions. Another word before we part. Recoiled your opinion about 
your club in the village, and tell me what ought to be the confequence,, 
if the King alone were to infift on making laws, or on altering them at. 
his will and pleafure. 

F. He too mull be expelled. 

G. Oh ! but think of his {landing army and of the militia, which now 
are his in fubftance, though ours in form. 

F. If he were to employ that force againfb the nation, they would and 
ought to refill him, or the ftate would ceafe to be a Hate. 

G. What, if the great accountants and great lawyers? the Lillys and 
Spelmans , of the nation were to abufe their trull, and cruelly injure, in- 

llead of faithfully ferving, the publick ? 

F. We mull requell the King to remove them, and make trial of 

others, but none Ihould implicitly be trailed. 

G. But what, if a few great lords or wealthy men were to - keep the 

King himfelf in fubje&ion, yet exert his force, lavilh his trealure, and 
mifufe his name, fo as to domineer over the people, and manage the Par¬ 
liament. te 

F. We muft light for the King and ourfelves. 

G. You talk of fighting, as if you were fpeaking of Ibme ruftick engage¬ 
ment at a wake ; but your quarter-llaffs would avail you little againft 
bayonets. 

F. We might eafily provide ourfelves with better arms. 

C, Not fo eafily ; when the moment of refiftance came, you would be 
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; and thole who ihoiild rurniih you with them, or exhort 
>, would be called traitors, and probably put to death, 
pays, therefore, to be ready ; and keep each of us a 
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deprived of all arms; and thofe who Ihould furnilh you with them, ores 
you to take them up, 

F. We ought always, 

ftrong firelock in the corner of his bed-room. 

G. That would be legal as well as rational. Are you, my honeft 
friend, provided with a mufket ? 

F. I will contribute no more to the club, and purchafe a firelock with 
my favings. 

G. It is not neceflary-1 have two, and will make you a prefent of 

one with complete accoutrements. 

F. I accept it thankfully, and will converfe with you at your leifure 
on other fubjedbs of this kind. 

G. In the mean while, fpend an hour every morning in the next fort¬ 
night in learning to prime and load expeditioufly, and to fire and charge 
with bayonet firmly and regularly. I fay every morning ; becaufe, if 
you exercife too late in the evening , you may fall into fome of the legal 
fnares, which have been Ipread for you by thofe gentlemen, who would 
rather fecure game for their table, than liberty for the nation. 

F. Some of my neighbours, who have ferved in the militia, will 
readily teach me; and, perhaps, the whole village may be perfuaded to 1 
procure arms, and learn their exercife. 

G. It cannot be expected, that the villagers fhould purchafe arms, but 
they might eafily be iupplied, if the gentry of the nation would fpare a 
little from their vices and luxury. 

F. May they turn to fome fenfe of honour and virtue ! 

G. Farewell, at prefent; and remember, ‘‘that a free ftate is only a 
“ more numerous and more powerful club, and that he only is a free 
** man, who is member of fuch a ftate.” 

F. Good morning, Sir! You have made me wifer and better than I 
was yefterday; and yet, methinks, I had fome knowledge in my own 
mind of this great fubjed, and have been a politician all my life without 
perceiving it. 
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G. Though you never thought before on the fubjed*, yet you may be 
able to tell me, why you fuppofe men to have aflembled, and to have 
formed nations , communities K or Jlates, which all mean the fame thing. 

F. In order, I fhould imagine, to be as happy as they can, while they 
live. *, , ! ... ... ; 

if G. By happy do you mean merry only ? 

F. To be as merry as they can without hurting themfelves or their 
neighbours, but chiefly to fecure themfelves from danger, and to relieve 
their wants. 

G. Do you believe, that any King or Emperor compelled them fo to 

affociate ? 1 

F. Flow could one man compel a multitude ? A King or an Emperor, 

I prefume, is not born with a hundred hands. 

G. When a prince of the blood lhall in any country be fo diftinguifhed 
by nature, I lhall then, and then only, conceive him to be a greater man 
than you. But might not an army, with a King or General at their 
head, have compelled them to aflemble r 

F. Yes ; but the army muft have been formed by their own choice. 

One man or a few can. never govern many without their confent. 

G. Suppofe, however, that a multitude of men, aflembled in a town or 
city, were to chufe a King or Governor, might they not give him high 
power and authority ? 

F. To be fure ; but they would never be fo mad, I hope, as to give 
him a power of making their laws. 

G. Who elfe fhould. make them l 

F. The ‘whole nation or people. 

G. What, if they difagreed? 

F. The opinion, of the greater number , as in our village-clubs, muft be 
taken and prevail. 

G. What could be done, if the fociety were fo large, that all could not 
meet in the fame place ? 

F, A greater number muft chufe a lefs. 


G. Who 





our dub, if a man aiks 


relief of the overleer, he ceales to be one of us, becaufe he muft depend 
on the overleer. ■ - v.^ 4 

G. Could not a few men, one in feven for inftance, chufe the aflembly 
of law-makers as well as a larger number ? 

F. As conveniently, perhaps ; but X would not fuffer any man to chufe 
another, who was to make laws, by which my money or my life might 
be taken from me. 

G. Have you a freehold in any county of forty fallings a year? 

F. I have nothing in the world but. my cattle, implements of huf- 
. bandry, and houfehoid goods, together with my farm, for which I pay a 
fixed rent to the YqUire. 

G. Have you a vote in any city or borough ? 

F. I have no vote at all ; but am able by my honeft labour to fupport 
my wife and four children; and, whilft I ad; lioneftly, I may defy die 


.laws. ’ «,;* 1 *^ '■■ • 1 

G. Can you be ignorant, that the Parliament, to which members are 
fent by this county, and by the next market-town, have power to make 
new laws, by which you and your family may be ftripped of your goods, 
thrown into prilbn, and even deprived of life ? 

F. A dreadful power! I never made inquiries, having bufmefs of my 
own, concerning the bufmefs of Parliament, but imagined, that the laws 


Or. The common laws, to which you refer, are equal, juft, and humane; 
but the King and Parliament may alter them, when they pleafe. 

F. The King ought, therefore, to be a good man, and the Parliament 
to conlift of men equally good. 

G. The King alone can do no harm; but who muft judge the goodnefs 
of Parliament-men ? 

F. All thole whole property, freedom, and lives may be affe&ed by 
their laws. 

. " ' ' ' „■ ' G. Yet' 
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VlRTUS renafcens quem jubet ad fonos 
Spartanam avitos ducere tibiam ? 

Quis fortium caetus in auras 
AStherias juvenum debit, 

Quos, Marti amicos, aut hyacinthinis 
Flava in palasftra confpicuos comis; 

Aut alma Libertas in undis 
Egelidis agiles videbat, 

Caelefte ridens ? Quis modulabitur 
Excelfa pledtro carmina Lefbio j 
Quae dirus, Alcaeo fonante, 

Audiit et tremuit dynaftes ? 

Quis myrtea enfem fronde reconditum 
Cantabit ? Ilium, civibus Harmodi 
Diledte fervatis, tenebas: 

Tuque fidelis Ariftogiton. 

Vix fe refrasnat fulmineus chalybs: 

Mox igne divino emicat, exilit; 

Et cor reluftantis tyranni 

Perforat idtibus haud remiffis : 




* It may be proper, though unneceflTary, to infonn the claffical reader, that forne fianzas of thia 
Alcaick are little more than a liberal tranilation from Collinses Ode to Liberty, 
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O ter placentem Palladi vidtimam! 
Nec tu minorem Roma dabas Jovi; 

Ex ore cum Bruti fonaret, 

* 

Sanguine Csefareo rubentis. 

Vox grata Divis,—grataque Tullio ! 

Ah i lacrymarum ne fcatebrae fluant, 
Afflidta Libertas, tuarum : 

(O pudor ! O miferi Quirites !) 
Vafri tacebo carnilicis dolos, 

Cui nomen Augufto impia plebs dedit; 
Fletura et infandas Neronum 
Nequitias odiofiorum. 

Nolo tyrannorum improbioribus 
Sandtum inquinari nominibus melos, 
Quos turpis aetas in Latina; 

Dedecus exitiumque gentis 
Produxit. His te. Diva, furentibus. 

Ad templa caeli et fidereas domos 
Vidit jugatis fubvolantem 
Mufa aquilis nitidoque curru. 

At Roma, vafti molibus imperi 
Sublata, centum nubila brachiis 
Differt, colofleoque Olympi 
Vertice verticibus minatur, 

Sed, fervidi inftar diluvii ruens, 

Septem re lift is turba trionibus 
Formidoloforum gigantum 
Hefperiqs populatur agros. 

Qui plurimo conamine, plurimis 
Immane adorti monftrum ululatibus, 
Vix diro anhelantefque frenden-— 

—ieique trahunt ftrepitu ruinam. 




Gens, te remota, nulla diu poteft 
Florere. Mox tu purpureas, Dea, 
Sedes reliquifti piorura, 

Aufa novas habitare terras. 

Turn vitibus Florentia veftiens 
Colies apricos, et nemora aureo 
Splendore malorum coronans, 

Te coluit,—coluitque mufas ; 
Cafura amata, (vas milerae !) manu. 

At tu petebas pratula mollium 
Pifarum, olivetumque Lucse, 

Et fcopulos tenuis Marini. 

Vix te vocabat, nec docileni fequi. 

Dux gloriofae gemmifer Adriae ; 

Qui fcandit, haud pauper maritus, 
Caeruleum Thetidos cubile. 

Poll exulem te, nobilis inlula, 

Tutis recepit Corfica rupibus : 

Qua Marte non uno fubadta, 

Saeve Ligur, nimium fuperbis. 
Nunc te nivofas, Diva, libentius 
Qusero per Alpes j durus ubi gelu 
Helvetius frangit ligone, aut 
Remigiis agitat Lemanutn: 

Quaero per urbes, dona maris, novas, 

Et fida facris tedta ciconiis: 

Quaero paludofos per agros, 

Et valid® faliceta gentis ; 

Qu® fulmen Albani haud timuit ducis. 
Hinc pulfa migras ? quo, Dea, quo fug 
Ah! grata dilettis Britannis 
Nympha, tuos video receffus. 
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Olim, haec recluiilt mufa vetuftsor: 

Inter feracis littora Gallic 
Interque diviium Albionis 
Nulla folum relonabat unda: 

At faepe ab Icci, non madido pede, 

Saxis verendas ad Doroberni® 

Sedes adornati ambulabant 
Glandifera Druid* corona. 

Tunc aeftuantes ad mare Suevicum 
Fludtus ruebant tramite diffito. 

Quo belluofis horret Orcas, 

Montibus et glaciata Thule. 

Sed mox relurgens oceanus manum 
Effert minacem; et, dum croceum *thera 
Scindunt repercuffis procell* 
Fulguribus, valido trident e 
Divellit agros diflociabiles: 

Tunc enatabas, pulchra Britannia, 
Silvifque, et arvis, et fonoris 
Amnibus egregie triumphans. 
Gemmata multa turn Thetis iniula 
Risit: facratis Mona, parens mea, 

Ornata quercetis refulfit ; 

Et zephyro recreata Vedis. 

Usee fada nutu. Diva potens, tuo: 

Nam laiTa dulcis pomiferas Vag® 

Ripas, et undantis Sabrinas, 

Nobile perfugium, eligebas; 

Remota Gallis:—Galli etenim truces, 
(Pfychen ut antehac barbari amabilem,) 
Te reppulerunt exulantem j 
Gens meritas luitura panas! 
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Tunc, in receffu fertilis infulae 
Ledto, facratum nominibus tuis 
Fanum fmaragdis emicabat 
Confitum et setheriis pyropis. 
Ventura jam turn fama Britannise, 
Mira arte, miris pi&a coloribus, 
Poftefque et excelfum lacunar, 

Et variam irradiabat aulam. 
Depi&us enfem protulit et ftylum 
Sidneius •, heros, quern neque judicis 
Vultus, nec infamis tyranni 
Terruit ira diu repofta. 

EfFulfit ardenti et gladio et lyra 
Miltonus audens, cui nitidam nimis 
Te, nuda Libertas, videnti 
Nox oculos tenebrofa claufit: 
Nunc templo in ipfo, (qua radiat vetor 
Ora, profani, dicere,) vatibus 
Infertus heroumque turmae 
Verba canit recitanda Divis. 

O nympha ! masftam grata Britanniam 
Ni tu revifas, percita civium 
Non mite nepenthes levabit 
Corda, falutiferumve moly. 
Altaribus te jam tredecim vocat, 

Te thure templifque urget America: 
Audis - t Atlanteumque pennis 
Ire paras levibus per sequor. 

Ah ! ne rofeta et flumina deferas 
Dileda nuper : nam piget,—heu piget 
Martis nefafti fratricidse, 

Imperiique male arrogati. 




582 AD LIBERTATEM CARMEN 

, }‘f' ^' _' ) 'foe ^'rix ',[$\\‘\£ v ;, t i * >' ' *•');/ v,i l,{ 

lam, veris inftar, praeniteas novo 
Pacata vultu: Pax tibi fit comes; 

Qua; blanda civilis duelli 
Sopiat ignivomos dracones. 

Cum tranfmarinis jun&a fororibus, 

Neftat choream beta Britannia. 

Neu mitis abfit, jam folutis 
Mercibus, haud violanda Iernc. 

O ! quse paratur copia fulminis. 

Centum repofti navibus, improbos 
Gallos et audaces Iberos, 

Civibus haud nocitura, frangat. 


Iciibus Martin , 

MDCCLXXX. 
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• Beatus Fannius ultro 


Delatis capfis, et imagine. 
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.fqyez point furpris, Monfieur, de recevoir cctte lettre d’un in- 
cehivu> ''qui aime les vfais talens, et qui fait apprecier les votfes. 

" . ' • 

. V v\\ :,A. ■. 

\ ! ^ - Souffrez qu’on vous felicite de vos heureufes decouvertes. Vous 

• avez fouvent prodigue votre precieufe vie; vous avez franchi des mers 
orageufes, des montagnes remplies de tigres; vous avez fletri votre 
> / teint, qu’t vous nous dites, avec autant d’elegance que de modeftie, 

avoir ete compofe de Its et de rofes vous avez efiuye des raaux encore 

/ plus cruels; et tout cela uniquement pour le bien de la litterature, et 

*• \ 

de ceux qui ont le rare bonheur de vous reflembler. 

Vous avez appris deux langues anciennes, que l’Europe entiere ig- 
norait 4,5 j vous avez rapporte en France le fruit de vos travaux, les 
livres du celebre Zoroaftre j vous avez charme le public par votre 
\ agreable traduction de cet ouvrage ; et vous avez atteint le comble de 
votre ambition, ou plutot Pobjet de vos ardens defirs ; vous etes Mem- 


bre de 1’Academic des Infcriptions. 




* Ce n’ett point par affectation qu’on fuit ici 1 ’orthographe de M. de Voltaire. Ce grand Ccrivain 
qui a rendu tant de fervice k fa langue, a certainement raifon, lorfqu’il dit qu’on doit Scrire covme oh 
farle, pourvd qu’on nt cboque pas trop l’ufage } ft qu’Slant trcs-de-vot a St. Fran901?, il a voulu le dijlinguer 
des Fra^ais, 
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Nous refpedlons, com me nous le devons, cette illuftre et favantc 

Academic : mais vous meritez, ce nous femble, un titre plus diftingue. 
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Chriftophe Colomb ne decouvrit qu’un nouveau rnonde, rempli de 
betes feroces, d’hommes plus feroces qu’elles, et de quelques mines de 
ce metal jaune, que vous avez prudemment neglige: mais pour vous, 
Monfieur, vous avez cherche une nouvelle religion, laifTant aux hornmes. 
oififs le foin de cultiver la ieur. Les faints peres de votre chere patrie 
n’ont jamais affronte tant de perils, pour avancer le vrai culte, que vous 
en avez efiuye pour decouvrir le faux. 


Wem 
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Plus grand voyageur que Cadmus, vous avez rapporte, comme lui, 
de nouveaux cara&eres, et de nouveaux dieux. Nous difons de nouvtaux 
dieux, car vous if avez pas oublie, Monfieur, eelui que vous volates dans, 
une pagode pres de Keneri. 

A parler franchement, on doit vous faire pour le moins f Archimage, 
ou grand pretre des Guebres, d’autant plus que, dans ce nouveau poftej 
vous auriez l’occafion de mettre un peu plus de feu dans vos ecrits. 

• f;. 

Voyageur, Savant, Antiquaire, Heros, Libellifte , quels titres ne 
meritez-vous pas ? On fe contente de vous ofFrir eelui qu’Horace 
donnait a Fannius dans l’epigraphe de cette lettre* que vous avez lue,, 
fans peut-etre vous douter de la jufteffe de l’application. Comme lui 
vous vous applaudiffez fans mefure; vous voila beatus: vous avez 
depole vos manuferits a la bibliotheque rovale voila delatis capfis ; 
fans y etre invite j voila ultra: et pour rendre la companion plus 
jufte, vous nous donnez fouvent votre portrait (irnaghiem) duquel vous 
paraiffez fort epris. Mais Fannius etait Poete, et par malheur il s’en. 
faut de beaucoup, a la fiction pres, que vous le. foyez.. 









Veras avez certainement de plus hautes pretentions ; Verifier ait bien 
public les dons les plus brillans de la nature eft toute autre chofe que de 
cueiilir quelques lauriers fur le Parnafte ; et vous ne nous laiftcz point 
ignorer ces facrifices. Dans votre premier volume, a la vingtieme 
page *, vous nous contez ce que vous fouffrites pour “ l’impertinence 
“ d'un jeune homme bien fait, et d'une trh-jolie figure, dont iair dedaigneux 
ei avait indigne les paffagers ; ils engagh'ent , dites-vou9, deux matelots a 
u le plonger dans la mer, lorfiqtills le porteraient a terre en fort ant de la 
**: chaloupe ; ce qui etoit tres-focial. On exicuta cette commijton obli- 
geante j mais, par line erreur dont vous fittes la victime, et dont vous 
**■ n’etiez pas trop fache, on vous prit pour le beau damoifeau , et on vous 
‘‘ dtendit fur le fable, dans un endroit. ou il y avait quatre puds d'eau- 
ct Vous futes le premier a rite de la meprife ;’* et avec grande raifon, 
puifqu’elle devait vous lervir a conftater les charmes que vous poftediez 
avant votre laborieux pelerinage. ' v 


Oh i vous avez eu raifon de nous faire part de cette anecdote: il 
import e tres-fort, a ceux qui veulent s’mftruire des lois de la Perfe, de 
favoir, qu’au mois de Juin 1755 vous reflbmbliez k un petit-maitrc 
amoureux de foi-meme. 


NouS ' citerons un-- autre paflage dans vos propres paroles \auffi 
modeftes .que bien chofies. Uobjet , dites-vous,- qui m\amenait dans ; 

“ ilnde, parui en lui-meme beaUi mais peu important ; et, fi ion me fit la 
“ grace de'ne me pas regarder'eomme un joli impqfteur, qui ^s'eta/t fervi de 
“ ce pretext 'e pour venir dans cette contree tenter fortune,, fin crut Him 
tl -autre cote que le mime- coup de filed, quiferait difparaitre les; rofis'dVmm. 
u ieint, differ fit mespremieres idles.” ' ' - N ’ ' 


* On ne citera plus les pages de celivre, qui ne fern lo'de perfonne, 
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On ignore, Monfieur, ce quc l’on pouvait penier a Pondicheri, fur I 
beaute, ou fur [’importance de 1’objet qui vous y amenait, mais on peut 
vous aflurer, qu’en Europe on ne vous prend pas au raoins pour un jolt 
impofteur. 

Permettez maintenant, Mdnfieur, qu’on vous dife ferieufement ce 
que des gens de lettres penfent de votre entreprife, de vos voyages, de 
vos trois gros volumes, et de votre favoir que vous vantez avec fi peut 
de rdferve. Dans le cours de cet examen, oil ne pourra s’empecher de 
faire quelques reflexions fur la maniere dont vous en ufez a. la fin de 
votre difcours preliminaire, avec ceux qui meritent votre refpedt et 
votre reconnaiflance. 

On doit aimer le vrai favoir: mais toutes chofes ne valent pas la 
peine d’etre files. II eft inconcevable que dans un fiecle, ou tous lesarts 
fe perfedlionnent, et toutes les fciences s’epurent, ce qu’on appelle la lit— 
terature en general, foit, par faute de choix, prefque barbare. On fait 
la profondeur des mers, on fait les lois et la marche de la nature, on 
fait ce qui fe paffe dans toutes les parties du monde habitable; et on 
ignore combien de chofes on ne doit pas favoir. 

Socrate difait, en voyant l’dtalage d’un bijoutier, “ De combien de 
“ chofes je n’ai pas befoin 1” On peut de merae s’eerier, en contem- 
plant les ouvrages de nos erudits, Combien de connaiffances il m’importe 
peu d’acquerir! 

i ■ 

Si vous aviez fait cette derniere rdflexion, vous n’auriez pas affronte 
la mort pour nous procurer des lumieres inutiles. 

La curiofite du public et des favans au fujet de. Zoroaftre ceffa des 
qu’on eut vu quelques lambeaux de fes pretendus ouvrages dans le 

Saddar, 
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Saddar, et dans d’autres livres, ecrits en Perfan par'des Mages qui 

etaient allurement plus a portee de les faire cpnn'aftce qu ? im Europeen. 

.*« Hint d, rofi, 

■ ■ ' , \ ■ 

On pofiedait deja plufieurs traites qttribues aZerdufht ou Zeratufht, 
traduits 4D Perfan moderne; de prctendues conferences de ce legifla- 
teur avec Ormuzd, des prieres, des dogmes, des lois rcligienfes. 
Quelques favans, qui out In ces tradudlions, nous ont allure, que les 
originaux etaient de la plus haute antiquite, parce qu’ils rcnferrnaient 
beaucoup de platitudes, de bevues, et de contradidlions r riiais nous 
avows cpnclu par les memes raifons, qu’ils etaient tres-modernes,- on 
bien qu’ils n’etaient pas d’un homme d’efprit, et d’un philofophe, tel 
que Zoroaftre efl peint par nos hiftoriens*. Votre nouvelle tradu&ion, 
Mondeur, nous confirme dans ce jugement: ’ tout le College des Gudbres 
aurait beau nous l’affurer ; nous lie croirons jamais que le charlatan le 
moms.habile ait pu ecrire les fadailes dont vos deux derniers volumes 
font remplis. : ■ 


■ 
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Mais fuppolbns, pour un moment, que'ce recuexl de galimatias con- 
tieraie reellement les lois et la religion des ancients Perles; etait-ce la 
peine d’aller fi loin pour ndus en inftruire ? Croyez-nous, Monlieuf 
vous a\rrkz m.ieux fait de vous en tenir a vos belles lois feodales, et a 
votre religion Romaine, qu’apparemment vous cberiffez. Vous auriez- 
ptt dfre ui> grand Avocat, ii vous parlez auffi bien que vous ecrivez'; 
qu up excellent fcholaftiqUe, avec taut foit peu plus d’orgueil. 

• ' • • | 

Nous dkons meme, et nous le dirons hardiment, que, s’il etait 
poffible de recouvrer tous les livres de Lycurgue, de Zaleucus, de Cha- 
ronddsj et s’ils ne‘contenaient rien de nouveau et d’intereflant, leur 
antiquite ne-les ferait pas valoir; ils ne ferviraient qu’a fatisfairc la 
ridiculeICoriofite de qqelquOs faineans, et n’influeraient nullement au 
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jr des hommes, lequel doit, fans contredit, etre le but 
ritable litterature. 


Daignez-vous rappeler le paffage fuivaut dans un des opufcules de 
M. de Voltaire j quoi qu’en general nous n’aimions pas les citations, 
nous faifons gloire d’adopter les penfees de cet illuftre ecrivain, l’hon- 
neur de .la France: Etifin, dit-il, dans ce recueil de cent fortes on pre¬ 
cept es tirds du livre de Zende , et oil I'oti rafforte meme les propres paroles 
de rancien Zoroajlre, quels devoirs moraux font-ils prefcrits F Celui d'aimer , 
de fecourirJon pere et Ja mere , de faire Paumdne aux pauvres , de ne jamais 
manquer d fa parole , de s’abjlenir qaand on ejl dans le doute fi l option quon 
va faire ejl juftc ou non. Malheur au pays qui fe trouve oblige de faire 
chercher ces preceptes dans la Zone brulante I et d’ailleurs trouve-t-ou 
rien d’auffi fenfe dans vos trois in quarto F 
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Si ces raiformemens, Monfieur, ne portent pas abfolument a faux, 
il en relulte que votre objet n’e'tait ni beau ni important ; que l’Europe 
eclairee n’avoit nul befoin de votre Zende Vafta ; que vous l’avez tra- 
duit a pure perte ; et que vous avez prodigue inutilement pendant dix- 
huit ans un temps qui devait vous etre precieux. 


Mais direz-vous, “ j’ai voulu apprendre deux langues anciennes, 
“ qu’aucun Europeen n’a lues availt rnoi.” Quelle petite gloire que de 
favoir ce que perfonne ne fait, et n’a que faire de favoir! on ne veut pas 
cependant vous priver de cette gloire: perfonne ne vous la dilputera. 
On veut meme croire que vous avez dans la tete plus de mots Zendes, 
c’eft-a-dire, plus de mots durs, trainans, barbares, que tons les Javans 
de 1’Europe. Ne favez-vous pas que les langues n’ent aucune valeur 
intrinsequfe? et qu’un erudit pourrait favoir par coeur tous les diition- 
naires qui ont jamais dte compiles, et pourrait bien n’etre a Ja fin du 
compte que le plus ignorant des mortels ? 


D’ailleurs, 


. 
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D’allleurs, etes-vous bien fur que vous pofledcz les anciennes langues 
de la Perfe ? Ignorcz-vous qu’une langue ne faurait etre comprif© dans 
un feu.1 ouvrage? Que 'tel homme qui lirait alfez couramraentdes livres de 
Moife en Mebreu, avec le lecours d’un Juif, ne comprendrait rich'dans le 
Cantique des Cantiques Ians ce fecours ; et quand il le comprendrait, il 
n’en ierait pas plus avance pour 1’intelligence des fables de Sandabar, 
ecrites dans le meme dialedte ? On ne pofsede une langue que lorlqu’on 
a lu im nombre infini de livres ecrits dans cet idiojme. • C’eft pour- 
quoi on n’aurait jamais lu l’Hebreu fans la langue Arabe, ou prelque 
toutes fes racincs fe font confervees. Par la-'meme. rkifon on ne laura 
jamais, ne vous en ddplaife, les anciens diale'&es. de la'Perfe, tandis 
qu’ils n’exiftent que dans les pretendus livres de Zoroaftre, qui d’ailleurs 
font remplis de repetitions inutiles. 
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“Mais,” direz-vous, “ me foupqonne-t-on d’avoir voulu tromper le 
“ public?” Non, Monlieur, on ne dit pas cela. Vous vous etes trompe 
vous-m£me. Il etait poffible d’apprendre les qaracler.es Zendes fans 
fortir de l’Europe ; il etait.facile de traduire en Franqais cie que le re¬ 
verend I>o6leur Darab vous difta en Perfan modeme r en le compre- 
nant, peut-etre, tres-peu lui-merne : mais vous copiez. ce ridicule 
Phebus } vous apprenez quelques centaines de beaux mots Zendiques; 
et a votre retour en France vous vous donnez corame le premier qui 
ait lu la langue de Darius Hyftalpes, et le feul qui fe fbit avile d’ecrire 
fur la Perfe, et fur /’ bide. 


On palfera legerement fur vos voyages, on croit que vous avez aflez 
appuye vous-meme fur ce fujet. On obfervera feulement, en paflfant, 
qu’ils ne reffemblent pas a ceux d’un homme de lettres; et on fe h&te 
d’examiner la maniere dont vous les decrivez, qui n’elt pas cede dont 
M. Chardin et M. Bernier ont ecrit avant vous fur la Perfe, et fur 
I'lnde. 


Vous. 
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Voils paraiffez fentir vous-meme le merite de votre dlfcours 
naire. “ C’efl un hors-d’oeuvre, dites-vous, que je puis avoir tor. 

“ riiquer.” Eh ! pourquoi done en importuner le public ? Un auteur 
a beau s’excufer fur les defauts d’un ouvrage qu’il aurait du corriger 
ou jeter au feu: mais pdur vous, Monfieur, fi vous avez manque a 
vous faire cette juftice, on doit vous pardonner; vous avez, peut-etre, 
craint de profaner l’element lacre dont vous vous declarez TApotre, 
On loucrait merae votre. piete, fi votre rhapibdie etait d’une longueur 
raifonnable; mais eft-elle une reparation fuffifante pour ceux qui ont 
eiitrepris la tache de lire plus de cinq cents pages de details puerils, 
de deferiptions degodtantes, de mots barbares, et de fatires auffi injuftes 
que groffieres ? . 

Vous direz, fans doute, que vous n’avez employe que dix-huit ans 
a nous compiler ce fatras, qui nous fait Milter, et nous indigne a chaque 
page. Souffrez qu’a ce propos on vous repete un bon mot du Comte 
de Rochefter, que M. Dryden rapports dans fon parallele entre la poejie 
et lei peinture: un poete, parlant a ce Seigneur de fa tragedie, dit qu tl 
riavait mis que trois femaines a la compofer ; Comment diabh repondit-il, 
y avez-vous mis Ji long temps ? 

Vous vous fouvenez, peut-etre, du proverbe cite par M. de Voltaire 
dans fa lettre au chapelain du roi de Suede, ’Toutes verites ne font pas 
bonnes a dire. Permettez qu’on y ajoute cette maxime : Celui qui pre¬ 
tend amufer ou inftruire le public, doit le refpeder trqp pour l’impor- 
tuner de toutes fes petitefies, et ne doit lui prefenter que des chofes 
dpurees et triees parmi toutes ies connadfances. 

II femble, a la verite, que cette maxime n’eft pas generalement 
adoptee; car des qu’un ecolier a ramafle quelques lieux communs 
pitoyables, il lache auffitdt les eclufes de fon grand favoir fur le public, 
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qui s’eu trouve a prefent inonde : et a la honte du fiede ces niaiferies 
trouvent quelquefois dcs lecfteurs. Viola !e bien qu'a produit !e bel 
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art de I’imprimerie ! Tout ceci ne vous regarde pas. II importe bcau- 
coup a ,1a literature de favoir eombien de fois vous avez pris Pipe- 
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kekuanba, etdes apozemes; eombien de fois vous avez cu la fievre, la 
colique, les dartres; il eft de la plus grande confequence de voir la liftc 
de tous les villages Indiens ou vous avez palfe et d’avoir le detail de 
toutes vos querelles. 


. 
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Un ledteur eclaire fera fans doute charme de favoir que dans la pagode 
d’lloura “ a gauche et continuant par la droite, on aperqoit Maha Deo, et 
u au-defjous de ce Dieu, Raona et neuf defes fetes autour du Lin gam, que 
“ k deuxieme bas-relief prefente Maha Deo, Parbati , et au-deffous les 
* ( Brahmes de Raona ; k troijibne Maha Deo, Parbati, Pendi ia ~— 


Cl 






et au-dejfous, un baeuf ; le qnatrihne, les mimesfigures ; led, 

“ Brahme ; lejixieme, Maha Deo, et Parbati j le feptieme, Banguira; le 
“ huitieme, Maha Deo, et Parbati ; le neuvieme, les memes figures avec un 
bceuf • le dixie me, la meme chofe\ le onzieme, Rajah Bal-, le douzi 
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gam ; le quatorzieme , Schiddadji et fa femme ; k quinzieme , Djakodji 
et fa femme; le Jeizieme , Maha Deo, Parbati, et un bceuf - le dix-Jept- 


“ Maha Deo, Parbati, et un voleur ; le treizieme, Ram et fa femme Gan- 
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** ieme, Seadjsy k dix-huitieme, Natchiotar dans un Kambour; le di. 
is neuvieme, Tculladjile • vingtieme, Mankoudji -, le vingteumbme Satvadji 
“.le vingt-deuxieme, Latchimana ; le vingt-troifieme, Dondt; le vingt-. 
“ quatrieme, Mallari ; le vingt-cinquieme, Bonhi -, le vingt fixibne, Lche- 
“ menandjiy le vingt feptieme, Makoundji ; le vingt-huitieme, Moradji ; le 
vingt-neuvieme Nembadji, a quatre bras y le irentume, Dondt, et fa 
femme a quatre bras-, le trente-unihne Schamdji,. voleur, qui a quatre 
bras, et a gauche jh femme ,* le trente-deuxume , Anandji, Bibi (femme) ; 
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le treate-troifhne, Goupala j. le trente-quatrieme, Manoukoa a quatre 
“ bras, attache a unpilier ; k trente-cinquieme, Anandji, avec un vijage de 
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tigre. 
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| Hfi devorant Kepaldji, et auquel on tire les entraides du ventre j le 
“ trente-Jixieme^ Ramfedj couchd ; le trente-feptieme, Gurigoorden, a quatre 
“ bras i le trente-huitieme, Bafek Rajah d fix bras ; le trente-neuvitme , 
“ Krefnedji (ou Keefchtnedji) a quatre bras y couchefur Garour ; le quarant- 
“ ieme, Vifchmu qui avale une femme j le quarante-unihne, fchendoupala a 
M quatre bras , marchant fur Matchele j le quarante-deuxihne , Goindras a 
“ quatre bras , appuye fur une efpece de tronc j le quarante-troifieme , 
pourna , Bibi." 
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Voila a peu pres le langagc de votre agreable difcours preliminaire* 
Ce ne font la, direz-vous, que des fables Indiennes; mats fled-il a un 
homaie ne dans ce fiecle de s’infatuer des fables Indiennes r Ce n’eft 
point ainfi que le Chevalier Chardin ecrivit le voyage de Perfe, ni M. 
Bernier celui de Cachemir: ils ecrivirent tous deux avec autant de 
purete que de gout, Un voyageur doit profiter de ces illuftres exem- 
ples ; la beautd de ton teint, et cet air de douceur , dont vous parlez, ne 
jui ferviront de rien, s’il ne met pas un peu de graces dans fes cents. 


Qtfq'lquefois, a la verite, il vous prend envie de plaifanter 
vous fit chanter le Credo en faux-bourdon, et vous infinuez, qu’6tant 
Franpais, vous etiez pris pour muficien. Tranquillifez-vous, Mon- 
fieur; on ne fait pas au jufte ce qu’en penfent les pr^tres Indiens, mais 
on vous aifure que, fi vous revenez en Angleterre, on ne vous fera pas 
chanter. Les 
muficale. 


Jufqu’ici, Monfieur, nous n’avons d’autre plainte envers vous, que 
celle de nous avoir endormis; ce qui n’eft pas certainement un crime 
en foi-meme: quant a ceux qui craignent ces vapeurs foporifiques, il 
leur eft facile ou de ne pas lire un livre qui les donne, ou de Foublier; 
le remede eft aufli naturel que la precaution eft bonne, 
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On ne dira rien ici de votre ftyle dur, bas, inelegant, ftiuvent am¬ 
poule, rarement conforme au fujet, et jamais agreable. II eft permis» 
peut-etre, a un voyageur d’ecrire un peu a la Perfane j mais apres le 
fi&cle de Bofluet et de Fenelon, et dans celui de M. de Voltaire ct dc 
M. d’Alembert, un Franfais doit au tnoins ecrire avec purete dans fa 
langue naturelle; et furement un membre de l’Acaddmie des Belles- 
lettres doit avoir hontc qu’un etranger lui reproche les defauts de fon 
ftyle. On voit bien que vous n’etes pas de l’Academ’e Fran^aife. 


Nous aurons plus a dire fur la fin de votre difcours. Vous recou- 
rfttes, Monfieur, aux Anglais; ils vous protegerent contre votre nation; 
vous revxntes en Europe dans un de leurs vaiffeaux; vous abordates en 
Angleterre dans un temps de guerre ; les hommes les plus diftingues dti 
royaume s’emprelserent de vous rendre fervice j vous allates a Oxford j 
on vous y re^ut avec la meme politeffe : d’ou vient done que vous re- 
gard&tes d’uti ceil ft malm une nation que l’Europe entiere refpe&e, et 
qu’elle refpe&era ? Quelle punition votre Zoroaftre ordonne-t-il pour 
les ingrats ? Combien d’urine de bcenf font-ils obliges d’avaler ? On 
vous confeille, Monfieur, de prendre une dole de cette fainte ct puri- 
fiante liqueur. 
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Pour epargner le lefleur, on ne relevera point l’indignite avec laquelle 
vous parlez d’un refpedfable Ailronome qui vous fit rhonneur de vous 
vifiter a St. Helene. Votre baffe et degoutante plaifanterie a fon fujet 
eft-elle d’un ton a s’allier avec celui du traducleur du Pazend ? Vous 
ajoutez “ voild les Frangais." C’eft infulter, Monfieur, a votre illuftre 
nation que de leur imputer des moeurs, qui ne feraient pas dignes des 
lauvages du Gap de Bonne Efperance. Nous connaiffons des Frai^ais 
de diftin&ion, avec lefquels vous n’etes pas, ce nous femble, tres-lie, 
qui feraient indignes d’un pared precede a l’egard du plus vil de leurs 
vallaux. # 


Non, 




Non, Monfieur, vous ne nous perfuaderez jamais que c’eft votre 
climat que vous donne la petiteffe d’efprit, et la badefie du Cccur. 4 Ni 
par votre belle exclamation fur vos compatriotes, ni par vos, xnxebtives 
©Outre les notres, vous ne parviendrez au but de la Satire, qui eft d’etre, 
crue, et de porter coup. La fociete des Fran pais bieu nes, bien cleves 
feraTure et agreable quoique la votre foit infipide et dangereufe; et nos 
gens de inerite ne celleraient pas d’etre eftimables, quand meme tous 
les Tots prefomptueux de la terre compteraient les verres de vin qu’ils 
boivent. 


Eh effet, comment traiter un foi-difant litterateur que s’eftbrce de 
tourner en ridicule des perfonnes, dont .it n’a repu que des marques de 
bienveillance ? Quel titre faut-il donner a celui qui repoit des ra- 
fraichiflemens chez des favans illuftrcs, ne fut-ce que du the, et qui 
les calomnie fans provocation des qu’il les a quittes, qui viole les 
lois de l’liofpitalitd, lois fi religieufentent obfecvees parmi les Orien- 
taux, qui defhonorc, nousnedifonspasle titre de lavant, mais celui 
d’bomme 5 v • . 


Nous avons, Monfieur, l’honneur de conhaitre le Dodteur Hunt, et 
nous faifons gloire de le'refpeCter. II eft incapable de tromper qui que 
bo foit. II ne vous a jamais dk, il n’a pu vous dire, qu’il eiitendait les 
langues ancicnnes de la Perfe. II eft'perfuadd, auffi bien que nous, 
que perfafme ne ics fait, et ne. les faura jamais, ^ rnoins 'qu’on ne re- 
couvre toufes les hiftoires, les poemes, et les outrages de religion, que 
le Calife Omar, et fes generaux cherchererit a« detruire avec tant 
d’acharnement; ce' qui rend inutile Ik peine 'deTcpiirir le monde aux 
depens de l’eclit d’u nvifage jieuru II ne r-egrette pas a la verite'fon 
ignorance de ces langues :. il en eft affez dedommage par fa rare con- 
naiffance du Perfan moderne, 4 la langue des Sadi, des Cachefi, des 
Nezami, dans les livres defquels on ne trouve ni le Barfom, ni le Lin- 
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gani, ni des obfervances ridicules, ni des idees fantaftiques, mais beau- 
coup de reflexions piquantes contre l’ingratitude et Ja fauftete. 


iHii. 
Iflli 
||H| 




Vdus n’avez qu’a vous louer de la politefte de cet homme eftimable, 
ainfl que de celle du c&ebre Antiquaire, auquel vous vous etes adrefle, 
et avec: Jequel vous en ufez ii poliment. Ses recberches Hir l’hiftoire, 
et lur l’antiquite ont refu une approbation generate. Vous lied - i i apre'6 
cela de prodiguer vos pretendues iaillies Franqailes au lujet de la iigure ? 
Mais on peut tout attendre d’un teint de rofes: il eft pour le inoins aufti 
dangereux que le petit nez retroulte dans le conte de M. Marmontel. 
I>e nombre des hommes que l’on plunge dans la mer acaufe de leter beaut4 
n eft pas bien conliderable en Europe; comment pouvez-vous, Monlieur, 
fupporter toutes les chetives pbylionomies qui vous entourent ? 

Vous faites i’eloge de M. Stanley: e’eft 1c moins que vous lui deviez ; 
il vous a rendu des fervices plus eflenriels que ne le font vos louanges, 
Vous en parlez comme d’un homme de gout, et vous avez raifon. Ne 
perdrait-t-il pas dans votre opinion, comme furement vous perdricz 
dans la fienne, s’il avait lu votre tradudlion ? Nous fouhaitons pour 
l’amour de lui qu’il ne la life jamais. 

} ,.p 1 . -'(v ||| Ht j, ||i i|p| S 

On ne prendra pas la peine de relever toutes les erreurs dont votre 
recit fourmille; mais on fe croit oblige de vous reprendre fur quelques- 
unes, auxquelles ceux qui n’ont pas encore lu votre Zende Vafta 
pourraient ajouter foi trop legerement, 

En Angleterre, 'dites- vous, le titre de Dotteur, donne a tons les favans, 
en fait an corps a party qui a tout le pedantifmc de I'ecole. La plupart 
rfident a Oxford et a Cambridge , wiles, dont l'air, a an mille a la ronde , 
Jeinble impregne de Grec y de Latin, et d’Hcbreu. 


Pouvez- 





Pouvezrvous croife feiie.ufem'ent; Monlieur, qu’on ne fan r ait etre 
favant cn Angleterre fans etre dofteur, et que ce titre eft donne a tous 
les bommes de lettres ? commefi 1’on prenait des deg res en litterature ; 
comme fi uu‘ miniftre, un officier, un mernbre du parlement, un jurif- 
confulte, qui doit tout favoir, etaient obliges de refter dans 1’ignorance 
a moms qu’ils ne priflent le bonnet! Pouvez-vous ignorer que les nobles, 
les homtnes d’etat, les generaux, les interpretes des lois de cette nation, 
fe glorifient d’avoir ete eleves dans l’une ou f autre de ces Univerfites ? 
qu’on y etudieles fciences, les beaux arts, les lois civiles et municipales, 
qui valent pour le moins celles des Guebres? et fi Ton n’a pas honte d’y 
lire les beaux ouvrages des anciens, c’eft avec un efprit bierr different 
de celui dont' vousavez lu les pretendues lois d’uh pretendu legiflateur. 


anciens 


' Eft-il permis, apres avoir publie trois volumes d’inepties, d.’appliquei 
le beau nom de pedans a. ceux qui fe font donne taut de peine a. fim- 
plifier, a epurer la litterature ? 


un homme, dont le foul merite, felon fon 


propre aveu, 

eft de favoir par coeur quelques milliers'de mots.Zendiques et Pehleva- 
niques, de parler avec mepris des langues Grecque et ‘Romaine, que les 
Defpreaux,' les Racinef, les Boffuets fe glorifiaient de favoir, et dont 

N • v • . 

ils tiraientle fond de leurs immottels ouvrages? . • •" 


ordinaire, qui a -continue pendant foixante annees 
X a les enrichir, ne fait pits fcrupule de dire dans fa 
itreans, a M. d’Olivet, que le Grec et le Latin font 
ues du monde ce que le jeu'd’e'checs ejl au jeu de dames, 
e eji-a une demarche ordinaire. Michel Cervantes, 
qu’homme d’efprit, en dit a peu pres la meme 
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anciens idiomes de Grece et d’ltalie j c’eft qu’ils etaient eeux de Pindare, 
et d’Horace, de Sapbo, et de Catulle, de Dbmofthene, ct de Ciceron. 
On feat bien, pour toutes ces raifons, que ces langues ne font pas les 
votres. Mais lbuvenez-vous de cet axiome: decrier ce qu’on ignore, 
et parce qu’on P ignore, c’eft le partage des fots. 

Daignez aufii vous reflouvenir, quand vous parlez de la litterature 
des Anglais, que, fi les mots college et ecolier, font equivoques dans 
votre langue, ils prefentent un fens tres-different dans la leur de celui 
que vous leur dontiez. Dans ce fens leurs Univerfites ne font pas 
compofees de colleges et d’ecoliers , com me vous le dites ; mais la noblefle 
Anglaife, apres avoir appris les langues et les elemens des fcicnces aux 
collegesy paffent a /’ Univerfite trois ou quatre de leurs plus beaux ans 
pour approfondir ce qu’ils ont deja effleure, avant que de vifiter les 
pays etrangers, ou de briller dans la cour pleniere de la nation. 

Sachez, Monfieur, que l’Univerfite que vous decrivez, et dont vous 
n’avez pas la moindre idee, jouit d’un privilege que n’ont pas vos Aca¬ 
demies. C’eft celui qui diftinguc l’homme libre, de l’homme qui ne 
l’eft pas; celui de faire fes propres lois dans la grande aflemblee du 
royaume. Elle choifit fes reprelentans parmi ceux qui ont le plus de 
talent et de vertu. Elle n’eft pas, corarae on fait, le feul corps poli¬ 
tique de l’Angleterre qui jouifle de ce beau privilege j mais elle fait 
plus : elle n’en abufe point. La moindre recommendation de la part 
du miniftere; la moindre cabale de la part du candidat fuffirait pour le 
faire rejeter. A-t-il des talens, de la vertu ? 11 peut efp6rer d’atteindre 
h cette haute dignite. .N’en a-t-il point ? II ne l’atteindra jamais. 
Tandis que l’Univerfite d’Oxford preiervera ce droit precieux, elle fera 
la plus refpebtable Academie qui ait jamais exiftee. 


On fe h&te de finir 1’examen de votre premier volume. 


Vous 
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Vous triomphez, Monfieur, 
les langues anciennes de la Perfe; 
Tous les -etudians de'Jq literature 
miferables poemes appeles Saddar 


en'langue Pet fane mod erne, et feulement eh earafteres anciens. Un 
jeunediomme, qui s’eft amufe pendant quclque temps'de.ces bagatelles, 
et qui -s’occupe a prefent & etiidier.des lois,' qui ne font pas celles de 


Zoroaftre, nous avait ejcplique plufieurs a'hnees avant lapublieation.de 
votre livre, ce couplet, - 'dont le'fehs ell: 

. Jls . k-endirbirt de beaux tapis^ Ytjjus de perks f < • 

Ils rJpdndimf de 4om coles des parfums et des odeurs*' 


• ■ » V • > ' . • ‘ 

II nous a ditq.ue. les - mots' bejat y tapis, bekhor parfurn, et atar odeur, 
etaient Arabesfet que par confequent ces ^vers avaient ete fails apres 
le milieu du feptieme fiecle. Ce meme homme nous a fait rernarquer- 
que dans la premiere edition de l’ouvrage de Hyde, p. 102, on a re- ' 
pete le mot afkendend, ils itendirent, deux fois, que la meprife ne con- 
fiftai't'que dans une feuleAettre, et k que 1’on doit mcttre dans le fecond v N 
y er's-dfJha&jepd, JlsrdpanMreht roanier^ que le diflique s’eqrive, v -' ' 

s • ' . Bejpti. ndgbxi. goherbaft afkendend. 

• Bekhor u at a} ez her foil afjhdndend -\. 
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# En PeHan mod erne. 
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'dead il y a une fyliabe de trop dans le vers, a moins 
bafteh au lieu de baft dans le premier membre du couplet, 
is grammatical; et alors le diftique fe tcandera, 

' i--»b •wff ffii 

Bifati ndgh J zi gdherbaf j teh afkendend ] 

Bekhor u at | ar ez her fou | pardkendend [ 

Mais il eft inutile de vous parler de vers j ils ne font pas de votre 
competence, ' 

Vous reprenez le Dotdeur Hyde de ce qu’il ignorait que les cinq 
gabs fignifiaflent les cinq parties dufjour; de ce qu’il dit ton au lieu 
de ton i et de ce qu’il ne favait pas qu ' Aherman* le nom de votre diable 
Perfan, btait une abbreviation du mot melodieux Engbri meniofch ; car 
vous favez qu’en changeant Engbri en Aber et meniofch en man on fait 
Aberman . De la meme maniere on peut faire le mot diable en changeant 
Engbri en dt\ et meniofch en able. - 

Vous nous apprenez mille autres choies egalement curieufes et in- 
terelfantes, lefquelles valaient bien la peine d’etre cherchees entre les 
Tropiques. 

On ne fera point ici l’apologie du Docteur Hyde. C’eft le fort de 
ceux qui fe font appliques a dtudier les lois des Gtfobres, d’avoir beau- 
coup de vaine erudition, tres-peu de jugement, et point de gout. Mais 
fouvenez-vous que cet homme aimable et induftrieux ne vivait pas 
dans le dix-huitieme fiecle, ou n’en vit que le commencement, et qu’il 
u’avait ni les fecours, que vous avez eus fans en profiler, ni les exem- 
ples que vous avez connus Ians les fuivre, Vous citez de temps en temps 
la Bibliotbeque Orient ale } ce livre aufli profond qu’agrdable aurait pti 
► eus leivir de modele. Mais vous etiez refold d’etre un original . 

yOL. IV. 4 H De 




treize diftiques eft Imprime en cara&eres anciens, dont ll avait fait 
fondre des types. Vous n’aurez garde, Monfieur, de nous montrer 
Vos elegies. 
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Revenons-en aux Guebres. Vous avez rapporte de-l’lade des manu¬ 
fcrits orientaux que l’Europe pofledait deja: maia vous n’avez pas 
cherche ceux dont elle avait befoin. Vous n’avez point rapporte Fori- 
ginai du Calila va Demna , livre charmant, ecrit en. Indien, et tra- 
duit dans toutes les- langues coniines fous de nom At Fables de Pilpai ; 
ni la tradufrion du raerae. ouvrage cn Pehlevi, faite dans le fixieme 
iiecle par l’prdre du' roi Nouchirvan. Nous avons une tradudlion 
AraBe, faite a la lettre fur cette derniere, avec le fecours de laquelle 
(ft 1’on avait les deux autres manufcrits) on pourrait apprendre queJque 
partie des langues Sanfcrite, et Pehlevanique, li quelqu’un etait 
oifif pour entreprendre cette tache. 




Vous n’etes pas trop exadl meme dans les titres de vos manufcrits; 
X. Celui nomme Lohfat el Irakein, ou Le Don des deux Iraques , rfeft 
pas, cotnme vous Fannoncez, Fhiftoire de deux rois Irakiens, mais une 
defcription poetique des rivieres, montagnes, prairies. See. dans les 
deux provinces nominees Iraques, e’eft-a-dire Fancienne Babylonie, et 
1a. Parthie: 2. Le poete Hafez n’etait point le coufrn germain, ni 
meme le contemporain de Sadi, attendu qu’il mourut dans Fan de 
notre ere I3Q4, et que Sadi etait. ne en 1175, et par malheur pour 
votre calculi, avait vecu feulement fix-vingts ans: 3. Les Contes du 
Perroquet etaient compofes par un natif de Nakhlheb, ville de la 
Tranfoxanc, qui par consequent eft furnomme Nakhjhebi, et non 
Nabb/hi, comrne vous l’appelez. 
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Voila reellement des minuties; mais a fexemple du tradudleur dm 
Zende Vajia , on fe referve le droit d’etre quelquefois ennuyeux. 


Pa (Tons a votre fecond volume, dans lequel vous annoncez la vie d’un 
grand legiflateur, et vous debutez par des contes, que le fage dervis, 
auteur des Milk et'un "Jour , aurait rougi d’inferer parmi les bens. 
Ciel! que de rempliflages ! On voit d’abord des notices affommantes 
de vos manufcrits, dont vous avez deja parle mille fois; puis cent pages 
de fommaires de tout 1’ouvrage, que perfonne ne lira, et dont nous ne 
con-feillons la le&ure a perfonne. 

La feule chofe curieufe qu’on trouve dans vos notices , y eft a votre 
inf 9 u, et par hazard. Vous abregez a votre fa^on un conte Perfan, 
dans lequel un magicien puiftant menace de tuer un philofophe, s’il ne 
repond pas a toutes fes queftions. II lui demande ce que c'ejl que le beau 
fepce dejire le plus : 1’autre repond que e’eft la tendrejje d'un amant. Le 
magicien appelle fa femme pour decider de la verite de cette reponfe: elle 
veut fauver la vie au philofophe, et lui revele le fecret du magicien en 
lui avouant que le fouverein bonheur de fon fexe confifte a etre obei y et a 
exercer le pouvoir. Or, comma oil voit d’abord que cette idee orientale 
a fourni le fujet d’un agreable conte it notre Chaucer, on peut fuppofer 
qu’il 1’avait prife des Proven^aux dans un temps, ou les livres Alia- 
tiques commei^aient a etre connus en Europe. 

Vous etalez le merite de vos recueils Perfans, qu’il vous plait d’ap- 
peler Ravaat , mot Arabe, et par confequent tres-moderne en Perle, qui 
fignifie traditions. Ces recueils ne font pas rares. M. Frafer en avait 
rapporte un de Unde, qui eft: plus etendu que le votre, quoique vous 
affe&iez d’en parler avec mepris. Cet Ecoffais, Monfieur, qui favait le 
Perfan moderne pour le moins auffi bien que vous, annoncc fon manu- 
ferit dans fa lifte imprimee, comme un recueil de toutes les traditions 

authentiques 
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Vous confondez les mots Iran, et Arran y qui n’ont pas la merne 
orthographe en Perfen *. Vous parlez de VIran proprment dit* -SS&* 
chez qu’il n’ya point d ''Iran improprement dk ► Le pays d’ Arran faifait 
partie de Tancienne Medie; Jes geographes Afiatiques le ioignent 
fouvent avec T Azarbigian. LI Iran, ou V Air an, ecrit avec un A et un 


I, eft ie nom general de 1’empire des Perfans, oppofe a celui des Tar- 


tares, ou le Touran. 
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Nous obfervons que dans vos citations 


vous 



et la religion. Or ee 


mot eft purement Arabe, et par confequent ne pouvait pas fe'trouver 
dans un livre Zende. Nous foupponnons que vos Guebres reifemblent 
a ces Bohemes vagabonds, qui pretendent (avoir la langue ancierine 
de l’Egypte, en tirent une horofcope pour deux fous. 




On pent ajouter que la plus grande partie de votre vie de Zoroaftre 
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authentiques t( 
utri crcditis , Spyirkes ? 

On n’aura garde de mentionner ici toutes Vos bevuesmais on m 
relevera quelques* unes, peu importantes, a la verite, mais telles 
favarit aurait du eviter. Le Docfteur Darab auralt pu vous dire, Mon- 
fieur, que Zobore n’eft pas le nom de Jupiter,, ni Mqfcbteri celui de 

•*’ ; ,y 

Venus. Vous avez tranfpole les noins de ces deux planetes: Zobora y 
qui fighifle lumineufe en Arabe, eft eelle que nous nommons Venus, 
a laquelle les poetes orientaux donnent un des attributs de PApoHon 
des Grecs, celui dc porter une harpe, et de la pincer delicieufement- 
Venus eft done felon eux la deeflfe de la riiulique; et dans ce fens 
les Fran^ais ne font pas nes fous cette planete. 
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eft tiree ou des livres Per fans, que nous avous deja, ou de la traduftion 
de quelques livres Grecs, que nous lerions bien a.ifes de n'avoir jamais 
eus ; et que ce legiftateur, ft votre narre eft vrai, ctait le plus deteftable 
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de tous les homines. 

Nous venons, Monfieur, a votre fameufe tradudlion fur laquelle 
vous fiondez toute votre gloire. 


Le premier ouvrage que vous rtous offrez ri’eft qu’une liturgie en- 
nuyeufe, avec le detail de quelques ceremonies abfurdes. Voici le ftyle de 
ee liyre inintelligible. '** Je prie le Zour, et je lui fais iefeht. Je prtele 
Barfom, et je luifais iefeht. Je prie le Zour et je lui fats iefeht . Je prie 
le Zour avec Je Barfom et je lui fais iefeht. Je prie le Barfom avec le 
Zour , et je luifais iefeht. Je prie le Zour fur le Barfom, et je luifais 
iefeht. Je prie le Barfom fur ce Zour, et je lui fais iefeht. Je prie le 
u Zour fur ce Barfom , et je luifais iefeht. Sec. &c.” • II eft bon d’avertir 
ici que le Zour n’eft que de l’eau, et que le BarJ'om n eft qu’un faifeeau ; 
de branches d’arbres. Zoroaftre ne pouvait pas ec'rire des fottifes pa- 
reilles. C’eft, fans doute, ,1a rapfodie de quelque Guebre moderne. 


x - 


\>.y. Ce qui nous confirm? dans cette ide'e, c’eft que vous mettez a h. 
marge les mots fargard awel pour fignifier premiere j'eclion. Or ce mot 
awel eft Arabc,- et Zoroaftre ne favait pas la langue 'Arabe. Vous 
■ citez fouvent les mots de cette langue, pour de Tancien Zende; comrae 
Ttekab, manage y tavhid, declaration de l’unite de Dieu, et tdvidh , un pre- 
fervatif qui ne font que de fimples gerondifs Arabes. Dans votre tra¬ 
duction des Iejchts Sades , manufeript Zende, vous avez reffronteric de 
faire mention de Noufchirvan Adel , qui regnait a la fin du fixierne 
ftecle, et dont le titre $ Adel ou Le Jujle lui fut donne par Maho¬ 
met. Voila votre ancierme langue de Perfe. 


On 
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On fera grace au leCteur du refte de votre traduction, qui ne dit rien 
ni au coeur ni a l'efprit. Tout votre Zetide Vajia n’eft qu’un tiflu 
d’cxclamations pueriles, fi nous en exceptons le Vendidad, ou Pazend, 
qui feul a quelque air d’authenticite : encore n’eft-ce, felon vous, que 
la vingtieme partie de Pancien livre de Zoroaftre. Nous demandons, 
Ou font les autres parties ? 

II faut vous demander encore pourquoi les Perfans eux-m£mes difent 
unanimement que Zoroaftre publia trois ouvrages, le Zetide , ou le livre de 
vie, le Pazend, ou la conjirmation de ce livre, et le Vajia , ou Avefla, 
qui en etait la glofe ? * Les Perfans etaient, fans doute, a portee de 

favqir la verite de ce qu’ils avanfajent. 11 faut ajouter foi a leur te¬ 
rn oignSge. 

Nous dirons en paffaut que vous n’etes pas le premier qui nous ait 
enfeigne que les livres de Zoroaftre etaient ecrits dans un ancien diale&e 
de la Perfe, different du Pehlevanique. M. d’Herbelot le dit dans 
Particle UJla de fa Eibliotheque Orientate , livre, qui fait beaucoup 
d’honneur a votre nation, et que vous citez tres-fouvent fans en faire 
votre profit. 

Les vingt-deux chapitres de votre Pazend, quoique, peut-etre, plus 
anciens que le refte de Pouvrage, font de fi peu au-deflus de I'Izcfcbnd, 
et Vifpered, que ce n’etait certainement pas la peine de les publier. Ils 
ne contiennent rien qui reponde au caradtere de philofophe et de legifla- 
teur. Nous en citerons feulement la defcription du chien ; et fi, aprCs 
cette abfurde rapfodie, la plus intelligible, et la plus importante partie 
du livre, le leCleur veutle lire en entier, il a du courage. Voici done 
Soroaftre, qui parle par foil bel interprete. 
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* En Perfan, Iamj I j , Ooj L> , OuJ 
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Le chien a huh qualitis: V/ eft comme . V At horn} fie pretre), il eft 
comme le militaire , il eft comme . /<? laboureur principe de biens , // eft comme 
I'oifeau , // eft comme le vokur, U ft comme la bete feroce, il eft comme la 
femme de mmvatfe vie, iift comme la jeune perftmne. N’eft-ce pas la 
un beau groupe! mais il' nous faut des details : oh ! nous en aurons de 
• vraimentfublimes. Ecoutons, 


mm 


. Comme FAtBorri}, le chien-mange ce qu'il troupe y comme T At home il 
eft bienfaifant et Beureuxcomme' V A thorn}, il fe contents de tout ; comme 
l'At horn}, il iloigne crux qui s'.approchent de lui: il eft comme T At horn}, 
Voila ce qui s’appelle-une, pnscifioh, geometrique dans les formes. Il 
. y a feulepi'ent quelque petit manque de -fens coJnmun dans la demon- 
ftration; mais-eela eft' ,%'n rachete par la manure fine et elegante 
dont Zoroaftre fatirife les pretres: et ces paroles, il mange ce qui! trouve , 
font fort energiques. Au refte on voit que le ton poli a &e long-temps 
avant nous de donner. le.titre de chien tres-liberalcment. 


Le chien marche en avant 'comme le militaire \ il frqppe les troupeaux 
purs en les conduifant comme le;militqire ; il rode devant, derriere les lieux 
comme le militaire: il eft comme.le militaire. Il y a bien des guerriers qui 
ne trouveraient pas la Corppafajfon flatteufe. Mohfieur le" traduileur, 
en connaiflez-vous, qui s’en aceommoderaient ? 
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.Le chien eft aSlift vigilant, 'pendant le temps du fommeii, comme le la¬ 
bour eur principe de biens ; ipr fide devant, derriere-les lieux ', comme le la¬ 
boureur principe de biens ; il rode derriere, devant les lieux, comme le 
laboureur principe de biens': il eft comme-le laboureur, Levant , derriere, 
derrhre, devant —-^Repetition gracieufe et emphatique ! • . 


Comme Foifeau le chien eft gai.ft.it s'approche de Vhomme comme I'oifeau 
ilfte nourrit de ce qu'il pent prendre comme Voifeau: il eft cornme I'oiJ'eau , 
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De la meme maniere on peut prouver que ft chicn reifemble a tous 
les anirnaux de 1’hiftoire naturelle de M. BufFon. LeTinge le nourrit 
de ce qu’il peut prendre, le chat de meme, l’ecureuii de meme, et 
tous les anirnaux de meme. Ergo, le chien reffemble a tous les ani- 
maux. Ah, la belle chofe que la. logique Perfane ! Si celui qui nous 
la rcnd'fi eloquemment voulait en tenir ecole, et en impregner l'air a la 
ronde , quel ton leger ne ferait pas fubftitue a la pedanterie Latinc et 
Grecque ? ‘ 

Le chien agit dans V obfcuriti comme le voleur ; il ejt expofe a ne rien 
manger comme le voleur ; fouvent il re pit quelque chofe de mauvais comme 
le voleur ; il eft comme le voleur. Le pauvre chien commence a perdre 
dans les paralleles !‘ mais malgre la bonne intention de Zoroaftre en fa 
favcur, y avait-il beaucoup gagn^ ? 

Le chien aime a agir dans les tinebres comme la bete feroce ; fa force eft 
pendant la nuit , comme la bete fdroce: quelquefois il n'a rien d manger 
comme la bete feroce ; fouvent il reqoit quelque chofe de mauvais comme la 
bete fdroce ; il eft comme la bete feroce . Tournures a chaque inftant 
nouvelles et agreables 1 Ne riez pas, le&eur: refpe&ez l’antiquite; 
admirez tout dans Zoroaftre. 

Le chien eft content comme la femme de mauvaife vie; il fe tient dans les 
chemins kartes comme la femme de mauvaife vie j il fe nourrit de ce qu’il 
pent trouver comme la femme de mauvaife vie : il eft comme la femme de 
mauvaife vie. Le philofophe voulait prouver qu’il connaiflait parfaite- 
ment tous les etats! Qu’importe que ce fut aux depens du chien et de 
la raifon ? mais patience ! Voici la derniere comparailon pour le 
moins auffi jufle que toutes les autres. 


Le chien dort beaucoup comme la jeune perfonne •, il eft brulant et en 
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a&ion comme lajeune perfomic il a la langue longue comme la jeune perfonnej, 
il court en avant comme la jeune perJ'onne. He Is font les deux chefs qiieje fats 
marcher dans les lieux,favoir, le chicn Pefofchoroun et le chkn Vejchoroun , &c. 
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Ormuzd, grand Ormuzd, principe de tous bicns parmi les Guebres, 
fi tu as difte cette chienne de defcription a Zoroaftre, je ne te fais pas 
lefcht ; tu 11 ’es qu’uu lot Genie j peut^etre, au teint de hs et de rofes x 
mais furement fans cervelle ! ‘ * 

Vous voyez, Monfieur, que le inal fe gagne; nous donnons a 
notre tour dans les exclamations: aimeriez-vous mieux ce dilemma ? 
Ou Zoroaltre n’avait pas le fehs coratmm, ou il n’ecrivit pas le livre 
que vous lui attribiiezs’il n'avait pas le fells eommun, .il fallait le 
lailfer dans la foule, et dans' 1’oblcurite j s’il n’ecrivit pis ce livre, il 
etait impudent de le punier fous fon nom. Ainii, ou vous avez infulte 
le gout du public en lui prelentant des fottifes, ou vous l’avez trompe en 
lui debitant des fauffetes: et de chaque cate vous meritez fon mepris. 

Nous croirons plntot les Guebres eux-mthnes, lorfqu’ils nous allurent 
que les livres de leur legiflateur furent brides par Alexandre. Nous 
lavons d’ailleurs que les -Rois de la famille Salfanienne ramafserent tous 
lesanciens livres qu’ils pduVaient trouver, et que les g.eneraux d’Oma,r 
les firent prefque tous detruire, felon les .ordres que ce Calife avait rqqus ' 
4e Mahomet. Les Mahometans, tolerans pour toutes les antfes reli¬ 
gions, font intolerans pour les idolatres, et les adorateurs du feu ; 'et fi 
quelques families de ces rnalheuyeux trouv&rent le moyen de fe retirer 
dans I’lnde, -its ne purent coiiferver que quelques traditions imparfaftes 

au fujet de leurs. anciennes iois. 
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•Tels font les livres que' vbus' abates chercher a Surate* I Is font affez 
barbares x en ' eux-merries, et ils n’ont pas gagne dans votre barbare tra- 
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ceftfaire de favoir un peu le Perfan pour comprendre votre 
Votre ouvragc a Fair d’un gri moire, rnais on y voit bien que vc_„ 
pas Jorcier. 

On ne dira rien des obfcenites qui font prodiguees dans quelques 
paflages de vos pretendues lois, lefqueiles vous rendez plus degoutantes, 
s’il eft pofftble, par vos notes. On aurait cru que le precepte vitanda 
r.jl rerum et •verborum obfcoenitas regardait fur-tout les ouvrages de 
morale, et de religion. IVlais vous faites dire au bon 
Guebres des faifees qu’une {age-femme 
commeres. Vous ne /avez, dites-vous, comment les exprimer honnetement, 
Eh! pourquoi les exprimer du tout ? C’etait pour faire voir combien 
vous polFediez votre Perfan. 





Quand aux vocabulaires que vous avez traduits, il faut avouer que 
le reverend Dobteur Darab a du favoir les langues facrees de fa nation : 
mais lorfque nous voyons les mots Arabes corrom pus - Dunia et Akhre 
les deux mondes, Malke un roi, Zeman le temps, Ganm animal de 
betail, Damme fang, Sanat annee, Ab pere, Am mere, A-wela d’abord, 
Sbemjh le foleil, La non, et quelques autres, donnes pour des mots 
Zendes et Pehlevis, ainii que Baki le reftc, Lamam accompli, &c: ■■^11 r 
du Purfi, nous difons hardiment que ce charlatan vous a trornpe, et 
que vous avez tache det romper vos le&eurs. 


Nous croyons ici entrevoir la verite. Vous tfavez appris qu’un 
peu de Perfan moderne, et encore moins de l’ancien; et vous avez 
traduit ces malheureux livres Zendes, avec le fecours de ce Guebre, 
qui ne les entendait probablement lui-meme que tres-imperfaitement. 
Vous avez fait eu cela comme uu homme que nous connaiflbns, qui 
traduifait les poemes Arabes les plus difficiles lous les yeux d’un natif 



d’Alep, tandis qu’il ne pouvait pas lire le premier chapi 
ran laris ce fccours; et vous etes lemblable a un enfant 
des veffies enflees, et fe perfuade qu’il nage a merveille 


Mais fouvenez-vous qu’un ecolier qui apprend le Latin ne s’avife 
pas de faire imprimer fa nomenclature ? Souvenez-vous auffi qu’un 
vocabulaire n’eft pas plus une langue, qu’une pierre eft un cMteau. 
II n’y a *ri.en de li facile que d etaler une vaine erudition. Nous con- 
naiflpns des auteurs qui citent 1 ’original des livres Chinois fans pou- 
voir lire trois carafileres de cette langue. M. Fourmont, qui compila 
une grammaire de la langue Chinoife a.l’aide d’un natif de Peking, 
n’etait pas capable, peut-etre, de traduire les Chi-king ou trois cents 
Odes, dont une, qui eft tres-belle, eft citee par Confucius. II ferait 
a fouhaiter que M. de Guignes voulut employer fes loifirs h traduire ces 
anciens poemes, qui font ala Bibliotheque du Roi de France, au lieu 
de s’occuper a publier les tradudions du P. Gaubil, qui d’ailleurs font 
tres-curieufes, et tres-authentiques. 


Le refte de votre ouvrage contient quelques trails afiommans, un 
precis ralfonni ou Ton ne trouve ni precifion ni raifon, avec une table 
tres-etendue des matieres, que peu de perfonnes s’aviferont de con- 
fulter. 


Nous avons expole la quinteflence de vos trois enormes volumes, 
defquels un homme de gout, qui aurait poflede fa langue, aurait pu 
fake un in-douze aflez amufant. 


II r^fulte, Monfieur, de tout ceci, ou que vous n’avez pas les con- 
naiflances que vous vous vantez d’avoir, ou que ces corinaiflances font 
\ .tines, frivoles, et itidignes d’occuper l’efprit d’un homme de quarante 
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. pour y traduirc les* livres facres des Brahmanes. 

de vous-meuie, et pour celui du public, nc fongez plus 
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Votre defcription des Linganijles ne nous- donne pas une idee trop avan- 
tageufe des pbilofophes ludiens. JD’ailleurs' n‘eft-ce pas affejs d’avoir 
b-aduit lc t Zende Vafta ? 


Kim. 
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Croyez-nous, Monfieur, cm ploy ez mieux votre temps : celTez de 
medire, et de calomnier des hommes qut vous ont rendu fervice : ceflez , 
de’vous infatuer des extravagances d’une miferable fe<fte d’enthoufiaftes: 
mettez, dans la bibliotheque de votre roi tout ce qu’il vous plaira ; mais ,y ‘ s 


neprefentez au. public que Fextrait le plus pur de vos ecrits. Souvenez- 
vous furtout de ce couplet du poete Sadi, 
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qu’il y tombe, il s’y brule. 
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Vous nous pardonnerez de n’avoirpas lu les memoires que vous aVez 

ftiferes dans le Journal des Savans , et ailleurs. En verite nous n’en 
« >, ' ' . 
avons pas eu le courage. 

Au refte, Monfieur, ne croyez pas que celui qui vous ecrit cette 
lettrey ait l’intention de vous nuire en la publiant. II s’efi: cru oblige 
v de repondre a vos fatires, comine on chafle un frelon qu’on voit bour~ 
donnant autour d’un ami, fans pourtant aimer ni hair le pauvre infefte, 
qui eft hors ci’etat d’etre reeilement nuifible a perfonne. 






IT eft, cependant, fache de favoir que vous rietes pas plus opulent. Le 
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fameux Antiqnaire, au fojet duquel vote vaus fcrvez de cos m«mes 
mots, n’a pas tant de radon que vous, Monliecr, de fe confoler des 
rigueurs de la fortune : il n’eft riche hi en manulcrits Zendiques, ni ep 
mots barbares, ni en orgueil. 


Mais comme vous avez votre vanite, qu’on vous palFe fans peine, 
iouffrez, Monfieur, que l’inconnu qui veut bieti accorder Fhonneur 
«Pune critique a votre livre, ait aufli la fieiine, et ne mette dans le firon- 
tifpice de cette brochure que les lettres initiales de votre aom. II ignore 
ce que le public en penfera, et s’il ne condamnera pas cet examen au 
moins comme inutile. Mais quoi qu’il en loit, il n’a pas jug^ a propos* 
de cherchbr un abri pour la foudre fous vos lauriers. 


Pour la meme raii'on, permettez qu’il vous cache Ion uom ; d’autant 
plus qu’il n’afpire pas a former une correfpondance avec vous; et que, 
fi vous repondez a fa lettre, il eft refolti de ne point faire de replique- 
Tout ee que vous en faurez eft ceci: il n’eft, graces au eiel et a la 
nature, ni Guebre ni Fran<jais, quoiqu’il relpebte la memoire du veri¬ 
table Zoroaftre, et qu’il connaiffe bien des Frantjais dignes d’eftime. 
Il n’eft d’aucun pays, quand il s’agit des fciences et des arts, qui ne 
font d’aucun pays. Mais quand il eft queftion de la gloire de la patrie, 
il eft pret ou a la defendre ou a la venger. Enfin, Monfieur, vous 
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